























INTRODUCTION 


This information package was compiled by Anti-Racist Action's 
info-crew in an effort to create a forum for further debate and 
education on the issues of fighting white supremacy and the extreme 
right within the framework of class struggle against racism and 
sexism. The package contains a wide variety of texts, articles, 
essays and clippings chosen by info-crew members to be crucial in 
formulating a solid understanding on these issues and their 
interconnections. 

As a collection, these articles complement each other in such 
a way that the reader is able to draw their own links and formulate . 
a broad analysis on the material. This structure is broken down 
into three main sections within the package: 

The first chapter takes a look at the relationship racism has 
with sexism, homophobia, anti-semitism, and class. This contributes 
to the necessary framework of understanding to combat racism in its 
broader manifestations as well as within the anti-racist 
organization and the individual. 

The second chapter deals specifically with the extreme right 
in all of its forms. This section is broken down regionally into 
Canada, the United States, and Europe to shed some light on the 
international connections of these fascist movements* 

The third and final chapter consists of various historic and 
present-day anti-racist experiences by which we can draw from to 
further the struggle against racism and fascism. 

One might be taken aback by the amount of material contained 
within these three sections but we found them all important to 
include. We would suggest reading one entry from each section to 
break things up to some degree. It is also important to mention 
that this collection contains by no means a fully-rounded analysis. 
Instead, it should serve as a springboard or a contribution towards 
an on-going process of internal education and outreach. This 
information can be useful to anti-racists, anti-fascist activists 
or students and should be a widely distributed to other anti-racist 
organisations and community activists. Whether you arm yourself 
with this information or use this hefty package to swat a fascist 
over the head with, we hope that it comes in handy. Happy reading! 


-the iNFO CREW '94 
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SECTION 1 







Manifesto of tlxe New Abolitionism 


by Noel Ignatiev 

What is the while race? !l is not a 
biological but a social fact, Wilhoul social disiinc* 
lions, ibe only race is the human race. The while 
race cuLS across ethnic and class lines. U is not 
co extensive with that portion of ihc popuiaiion 
of [iuropcan descent, since many of those clasii- 
Hed M “colored” can trace some of their ancestry 
to Europe, while African, Asian, or American 
Indian blood flows through the veins of many 
considered white. Nor does membership tn the 
white race imply wealth, since there are pLcniy of 
poor whites, as well as some people of weatih and 
comfort who arc not white. The white race 
consists of those who 
partake of the privi¬ 
leges of the white skin 
in this society. Its most 
wretched members 
share a status higher, in 
certain respects, than 
that of the most exalted 
persons excluded from 
it, in return for which 
they give their support 
to the system that 
degrades them. 


f i»oc Ihcir r#tuJ jDterab clkiA. 

fVT^def, or i&T aibcf iiic]r 

Iki^d. lu weak poijii m lU uxA fgf 
uiuDiiiainr. IHc wttHe rxe mual 
Ihe auppem df ill ihfW il hu dcBiftki- 
led m iw <rf ii «*«» 

TIk: Eft(hj jh gf iti 

ipcmtMZJi lo make fi iiarelablc u a 
pF«4tCl(K of bdlUWI WlU kfA tfii 111 
ooLlupM. 

A LXXIK AT THE PAST 


A LOOK AT -me PftESENT 
71 k iwiijriiy <t( whiLO in 

Ihc a;unii> *JC out ftiSauoujJTf njnl- 
ffttiEcd lu HhJic kupreflucy, like mmi 
hurndD tKir£> ia m*Al [imci knd 
p[ic£^ iKwy would do ihe ri|hi ibibt if 
ii wi;i^ ojAvciu^bl Likd £UuD 

lErpm bcluK ibeCml War. dkai ^ 
iXnai wim a sjrnem ihat diuurtn 
Ihcid. hbAUK Ihe aiiuex]ucJI« of 
thdlkniinf ii ifc itriifyio( They 
Ibeir » wftai b tLappeminf 
irdund ihcm, NsawK M p oaicr ikH 
Id hrtew. Al nre bhowdu ibeir nciy- 
om peace b ikaiitfed. Uicu ccmiBijr 
b (haken. mti4 llKy V* oimpcl^ 
Queuion Uac rfimiticn leaic by iirbk:|| 
nuTQuJfy Lh4 . Ob< aueb BAmcfti 
via id. ElK dayi tHtmcdiately followwf 
Ibe Riddney K1 b| verdkt. wb«*i * 

ffiapKily of wtilit Ameriaa wwe wil- 

Uif u> kdCBit iki poO-tikfiJi Macs 
podpkL hid lood reuou 10 retel, lOd 
wme jdicdd ibcm. Ordiurib ihc 
nOncBU an bneC » ^ 
jcform progruBi we ipowd op lo 
rmoft OTOei md, mm ioiponiiii, 
IV cnnriSews timi luiun are lA 
fcwd Iwn^ and ibcy CiS f3 bw± ui 
fkep 

Boih lae F*»“ *“* retofoi pro- 
tram art itoud at vhiic aa weU aa 
blacla - tbe [uju u i wimin^aod ibe 
reform proframa ia t *aNc ui ihcif 


ABOLISH THE 
WHITE RACE 

The key id tulvidi ibe iiXTal pruML'm^ 
□f our a^e e lo ahuinb tbe whjie TVt- 
Unitl ilut iwik La BpCcumpUslMd. evea 
pariul relorm ivill prow eluaiw. 
bvuux i«tajle influeiMX permeaiei 
ewiy iaaiM ta UJL tDciety, whether 
cluDKaiic or Curcifii. A^vuaiuii the 
jihjtiiioo gf eIw while ikk b obiirtci 
from wbai» aiW "wU-iwm^’ TV 
leriD "raesm* tw coik lo be appijed 
10 1 vmririy of aiiiiudet^ aonie of 
whicS arc muruanj UKXMipalibtc. and 
baa tuo devalued n jnevo biile nvie 
ikaa a leodcac^ ua dUlikc some 
pooplc for Dk mlof of thetr ikiiL 
Moiedwr. iniNfarUrm ndmiu Ihe 
nalwral oiisicacc of "jacea" ewD 
while op{K»inf foeiil ^uliaclidiu 
aiDonf ihcBL The ibqliiiPhiita nuiih 
uin.im ihe conmry, ihai peopleiw re 
noi tuAiredi moilK bctarac we 
while; mher they were OenoMl m 
"While" hecauK ibc^wctc [a^ed. So 
lcin| » ibe “vhiie fiWt" aao, all 
SHwemehu ipum 'noua' ue 
mdd lu 1 ^ 

MOW TO ABOUSH 
THE wttrrE RACE 


Tbe while race 
n a cluK which enioib e^naia people 
ii hinifc, wuhogi ibcir uunacPU and 
bfth^ iMm up Mwr4ip| lo in rulo. 
fii}f Ihc fTKwi pan ihc mernben 
thniu^b life aorpiing the tpenefiU of 
KHinhcrkSip. wiiboiu iJuiikjhg alum 
the eoao. Wbea indh^Hb i|iicatioa 
ibe mlct. (be orrKcn are ^uict u 
remihd ibem of alt tbqr owe lu ihc 
cluO. and wan Ihem of Ihc ilanfcia 
ihty Will Gaoe if ibey ica>o ic The vm- 
icnoc *)f ihe c1»h depend* uo ihc wil- 
lifi^neM uf ihw auighcd Ui ll lu 


Ta iindcmasd how Lbe oillapae ^ 
Ike while nee laji happeh, ii may be 
lucfuf la lake a kJdk hadt uiia rusiory: 
before the CMI War. ihe Icaaing 
^[hjkgvmcB for ihc liivchatdcii ac- 
kjfwwfoflipd ihai the majority of while 
ihinhcncn. awiyod ihimic all by Ihc 
pTfMiKx of the dua* 

aidrrud tiavory unjust. Tbe ilavejbul- 
Oert abo uadenmud ihai the apfmai- 
liOB ™ indteeiM; however much 
the white pck^plc oT the nofib dia^ 
appruved 0 t Ihc klavc ay^irm, Ihe 
majoriiy wchi along wlib U nibcf 
than rbk ibe ordinary cumforu of 
ElKcr l|v«. QKSifer m ihey wmc ia 
ffiahy ciio. Wheo John Brown 
tiiackcd Hinicn Feny, Soot boi. lea¬ 
den rocied wiih fury- ih^ impoud a 
boycicu om oortbeni manuraciurEi, 
decnajidcd new ooecnwia fron itw 
loveramehi la WuhibgiDEi. acd 
bepiA to prepart for war. Lb Kekiei 
Kj punray Johi Brown aa a icproca- 
laiivc of KunhEffi apinfon. Souihcn 
Icwkn were wtod^ be rcprmeaiad 
only a amaB aad isolated mibCMity. 
Bai they were tlw tight, for he 
capTssed the lopea that itllL per- 
ai$iod ia (be aonbem populaifon dm- 
pile dcoda at cringini hefbae the 
alavtboMcn. Vjrfinia did not fear 
Jobe Broam aad hji tffiaii haul ol fol- 
fowen, Bui IhB tool ibal uDuld 
nurc^hing irtu" tbough "bb lAidy ley 
a-oiMiM'iiA* id IbC ReuLiat- 

iA| fgr Hacpcii Ferry, ibe Souib 
agughi hi fonber bully pgrthera 
opiBigiL ll did w BGH g^t of paiaooia 

tnii uui Ilf Uk lealbtK: aumameai 
Ihal uhly a renewal of ibc nniiorwl 
pra<slaveiy vena enwM uve (be aUvt 
ayalcQl. ^ the arrogarice of ibeir 
dcEuHb, Ibe ScMften leaden com- 
pctliAi Ihe people of the nonb iu ita 
pc Each ^ep fod iacaarahfy mi Ihe 
Kid: Souiban Uwd |re«L UiMila'i 
viciOTy, acccuitja. w*fi. blackj as 
Labaren. toWien, aiUdBi, vpien. 
And lo Ibe war ihii be|ah with not 
one penoi in a hundred fonacxln|. 
tbe end of j4a>T/y wa* iraan/onned 
wiihia iwo yean isu la aait-iia>crT 
vir. 


JliKCBity tbe writer, w flf w ii tiaj with 
New Yofk Ciiy uaffic Lm oude u 
illegal ngbt lum iberc oa a red lighL 
Kc wtt Slopped by i«o espa ia a 
patrol ear. Afier eaimiaiag hii 
Lkeok. ibey rcloaed bui wilb a wot* 
leoua idiiMMuiioa. Had be Im biaeg, 
they prohdbly wnuld base lifted 
bim, and Dii|hi have worked hiia 
tiver. A lot of braion' wotaembodwil in 
Uuii small eacbuge: ibe eof* irealed 
ihe mbcraei lenirinly ai kwt in part 
bccaide ibey assuswd. fookiagai hjm, 
ibai be waa while isd tberefore hiyaL 
TheiroHinsy wua habii ikuI both 
lo rcamnS good ooodua and induee 
lui ure coopenEso*. 




Had Lhc driver cujvaj ihcm, gr Jis- 
played a bvmper iiickcr iIue lad, 
’"Avenge Rodney King/' ipk eupa 
iriigbl have readied gifTcienHy In all 
tikcUhOud lisiiticr gmi ure on ibc pan 
uf a iiftgle lAdifVrftiui would he uf 
iDueli cussA^uiicnCC- Bui it eaougti or 
ihiwe who kjoked whne hn>tc ihe 
rules of ibe dub to a^ lu make tbe 
mpa dOMlK ibcir tbJiTy lu mnge Mc a 
while penuM merely hy lnakm|, luw 
would n aJTwt ibc cups' bchavnif? 
And if the puli^v. the eguna. and ibc 
avibanua in gescraj wan ig mn 
a prcMlinf around indissTuniaa icly the 
irddiipcni they normally reserve for 
people of color, htiw wviuld ibc rcn of 
Ihe io-catl«d whitca reset^ RESLCM 
FROM THE WHITE RACE Tbe 
uah If BOK m w«a ^rcr more wbiln la 
ang-ndsm; there are already ^uiic 
enough. Ifor Ibkne to^iled wbitea 
who oppose Ibc mcialijBd iinfrture ol 
America.. iBe task ii to dm an Im. 
pattiMe line beiwen ibcmaelvB and 
wblid KKieiy, so ihal Iboae who 
upboU (he rvlea of wbiicDCBaA no 
fongcf ctata io spuk ja their ume. 1i 
fajulM V* meteky thal they oppoac 
-'TKiSQi." But ihai they ma Id tueb i 
way tbai they no kingcs rveivc the 
Wigca of wfoieamt. Rejeclmf whim- 
DOi hii poliiicaL cufivraL sad lodal 
Bpema. h inCtudet soflw cBoru loday 
beihg carried out under tbe baoam 
of 'uii-rsdsm" ihd "irtwlti^lEunl. 
saL~l04MtbeiQg amed Hd tmder no 
baiucr al alt, m well n new forau of 
tiFugglc ndi yet ooDoeIvvd. What 
uniia ad ibeac efforu ia the Aimnii- 
meni of those carrying I hcirr uui la. by 
coaiing tu ael while, bcconve k> 
fogger while, WlKd ibe cop. ibe 
jvJgc, Ihc school pfincipsi. and ihc 
01 her repmepiativci nf oEficuL 
sooery an no longer spot a wjiiic per- 
lOD merely by ksokirtf. the whtie face 
wit] eocne crumMtng down, and for- 
frver whites win be abk lo Uke pen 
lOgetbcr wiib uibcn, m huildibg a 
new human ECHumuiuty. The wniet d 
one of ibe edimm of "Race Tranor,* 
whole nMiiio s "Trcuon lO whEicooa 
ij foyalry in humaniry." Single etip*ei 
arc S^ pnslpoid, avbscrjpiinns ire S30 
lor fmir juiscs. Write id P. O. Boh 
bU3. CambfidfC. MA 021^. 
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TREASON TO WHITENESS 

IS LOYALTY TO HtM4ANITY 





"Overccmir.<J «hite Supremacy' 
January 1957 

i^e-ca Magazine 


by bell hook.s 


'Sisters Of The YJ^M 


Bell hooks. tClor.i WiULLisj. i bi- 
moru-Jv Z coiiL’nnjsi. teacnti Afro- 
Amcncari jr-Cies j: YaJe UnjvcTs;t%. She is 
LleiLLhcforAi/iV/A B^ci 

arul Ftff.L^um Femirjsi Twrv From 
Margin w Ctruer ^both SE?). 
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OVERCOMING 
WHITE SUPREMACY 


B 


B 


H O 


O K 


LACK PEOPJ^ ia the United Sstes share 
with black people in South Africa and 
with people of cx)lor globally both the 
pain of white supiemadst oppression and 
cjcploitatioQ and the pain that oocnes from 
resistance and struggle. The fim p«in 
wounds us, the second pain helps heal our 
wounds. It often troubles me that black peraplc in the United 
Slates iuve not risen ea m a ss e to declare sohdaiity with our 
black sisters and brothers in South Africa. Pciii^s one day 
sooo-Trfay Martm Luther King's fainbday—we will the 

streets at a oertaia hour, wherever wc are^ to stand for a mo 
menu naming and affirming the primacy of black liberatioa 

*White Supremacy’* 

A s 1 WTUTE I am trying to remember when the word 
“tBcism" ceased to be the most useful term to desobe ex- 
ploitatioa of people of color in this society and when I began 
to prefer to use **white stqnemacy,** The lancr was certainly 
a nece s s a ry tom when confromrf with the liberal attitudes 
of white women active in feminiss movemeiit who were un¬ 
like white women in the early women's rights movement 
who did not wish to be caught dead in feUowship with black 
women* New feminists often sought out the presence of 
black wometL Yet like their racist ancestors, they often 
wished to exercise coditoI over our bodies and thoughts. 
This need to exercise power over us expressed the extent 
they bad internalized the values and attitudes of white 
supremacy. 

It may well have been this contact with a white- 
dominaied women s movement, or contact with white 
English professors who want very much to have a black per¬ 
son in their department as long as that person thinVe and acts 
like them, shares their values and beliefs,, and is in do way 
different, that compeb me to use the lenn *'while 
supremacy to identic the ideology that most detennines 
bow white people in this society (irrspecrive of their politi¬ 
cal leanings—be they Right or Left) perceive and-relate to 
black people and other people of colot It is the very small 
but highly visible liberal movement away from the perpcoia- 
hon of overt discriminaiion, exploitation, and oppression of 
black people wtucb often masks.the extent to which whjte 
supremacy is all-pervasive in this society, both as ideology 
and as actiom When liberal whites fail to undemand the ex¬ 
tent 10 which they embody white supremacist values and 
beliefs even ihough they oiay not embraoe racism as 
prejudice or dommanoo (especially domination that involves 
coercive control), they cannot recognize ttai ways itor*a£> 


tions support and affirm the very structure of dominarion 
that mey profess to wish to see eradicated 

Likewise, “white supremacy” is a much more useAil term 
for u^rstandiag the complicity of people of color in 
upholding and maimniniti g racial hierarchies thai do not in¬ 
volve force (Le. slavery, apartheid) than the tenn “intemal- 
i2ed laasm''-—a term most often used to suggest that black 
people have absorbed negarive feelings and amtudes about 
blackness held by white people. The term white supremacy 
enables us to recognize not only thai black people arc social- 
laed » embody the values and anicudes of while supremacy, 
but chat wc can exercise "white supremacist cootioi" over 
other black people. This is important, for unliv« tbe term 
“mck tom” which carried with it the recogniaon of com- 
plimty ud mJdfH j i l i ze d niicitm, e ocw tcziDiiiDlogy must ac- 
curaiely name the way we as Wack people directly exercise 
power over one anoth'r when we pcspetuaie white 
tupiemadst beliefs. Speaking about changing fcrspcctives 



w. 



AiSoQib A&iciaCcnBuUie, J 9S^ 


















BELL HOOKS 


on i?Eack idc"Lr^. vi,-[cr Tora MomsoQ said in a rcccni Lcicr- 
v'lc-i- "Now pcop!; ciioosc iheir idcnndcs. Now people 
cnoosc :o BiicL" A; dus ^as:o^xal momenu when a few 
bia::k peopie no Ic-gcr zyrpcr,tnct ihc racial apanheid and 
bruLii r^cisn: lhat &uij actermines the loi of many biaclc 
people^ it ]s easier for ih2i few to ally ihemseivcs polincaily 
w-:Lh the domjcant racist group. 

AsssjTiilaLon h 2 s provided social Icgiiimaiiou for this 
sbjfi in allcEiar.ee. It is a strategy deeply rooied la the idcol- 
ory of whjte supremacy, as its advocates ur^e black people 
to negate blaclmess ajid imitate whiles. Iromcaliy* many 
changes Id social policy and social arnrudes thai were nocc 
seen as ways to end racial dorninaiioti have seivcd to rein¬ 
force and pcrpetuaic white iupretnacy Given the cootinued 
force of racism, translaied into assimilatiOEi racial integrahon 
tilnmately reinforces and maintains white supremacy, 
Vrlthour an ongoing active moveraent to end white 
sLoremacy, withour an ongoing black liberation struggle, no 
social envircnmcoi can exist in ihe Uruicd Stares that truly 
supports intcerauen. When black people enter white suprem¬ 
acist social contexts, we are rewarded for assimilation. Black 
people working or sociaimng in predominandy white set- 
engs whose very straaures arc informed by the prindples of 
w'hiiEe'supremacy, who dare to affirm blackness, love of 
black culture and idendry, do so ai grcai risk. Wc must con- 
onuaily challenge* protest, and resist while woridng to close 
gaps in our defense that will allow us to be crushed. This is 
especially true in work setungs where we risk being fired or 
rurned down for deserved promorions. Resisting the pressure 
to assimilaie is a pan of our struggle to end white 

supremacy. 



The Contimiing Struggle 

For Self Awareness and Solidarity 

TXniEN 1 talk with audiences around Lhc UrMted Slates 
T T about feminist issues of race ar.d gender, my use of the 
term “white supremacy" always sparks a reacuon, usuailv of 
a critical or bosiile oamre. Individual white peepie and even 
some non-whites insist that this is not a white suprcmacisi 
society: that racism is not nearly the problem it used to be (it 
.is do won grit fiightemeg to hear people argue vehemerstly 
that the problem of racisni has been solvedk that there has 
been change. While it is true that the narurc of racist oppres¬ 
sion and exploitation has changed as slavery has ended and 
the apartheid structure of Jim Crow ha^ legally ebanged. 
white supremacy conanues to shape penpccuves on reality 
and 10 Lnfonn the social status of black people and all people 
of color. No where is this more evident than m university 
settings. And often it is the liberal foilcs in those setimgs w'ho 
are UDwilling to acknowledge this truth. 

Recently a white male lawyer informed me that someone 
had told him that children are learning very liEdc history* 
dicse days in school, that the ar.empt to be aiU inclusive, to 
Gdk about ladians, blacks, women, etc., has led to a frag¬ 
mented focus on parricular representative individuals with 
DO larger historical frameworfc. I responded to this comment 
by suggesting that it has been easier for whutc people to. 
practice this inclusion rather than change the larger 
framework: that it is easier lo focus on Chjisiophcr Colum¬ 
bus, as the important white man who “discoven^" America, 
than focus on Sirring Bull or Harriet Tubman, than to 
cease makijQg history a narrative of the acrion of "great, 
heroic, white men'*—than to cease telling a disiortei biased 
versioD of United States history. Teaching history in a new 
way would require abaadooing the old myths like the notion 
tha Columbus discovered America. It would mean talking 
about imperialisnip coloaizai:oo, about Africans who came 
here beferre Columbus (see ivan Semma's Th€y Came Before 
Cciumbusf It would mean talking about Ecnocidc, about 
white colcaial exploitanon and betrayal of Native Amcncan 
Indians: about legal and govcmmenial supper., from the 
Constituuon on. for slavery- and apanhsid (sec Demck Bcirs 
And We Are ,Wor Yet JffvfcT This history can be taught only 
when the perspectives of teachers are no longer snaped by 
white supremacy. My cooversation widi this lawyer is one cf 
many examples of bow black people and white peooie can 
socialize pleasantly and be racially integr^ued while deeply 
mgrained noriotis of white supremacy remain iniacL Even 
non-coercivc incidcr^Ls like uhis reveal the need ;cr con¬ 
cerned w'huic people to begin to fully explore how' while 
supremacy constrains their world view* even as mtir actions 
arc not miormed by racial prejudice dial emrnasLCes c:s- 
mmuuiioo and separanon. 

Signulcanily* "assirrulauon" is a term that 'oegan to be 
more commonly - used after the revolts a earns: w-hue 
supremacy the laie l960s and cariy 19'^Os, 5uostar;i:v eN. 
The passionate rebellion against racisTn ana wnne sucrcmac. 
of this period was crucial because it crcacea a context tor 
critical consciousness m which black reocie co'j:d begin to 
confront ibe extent c: our comohenv unu mmmxucanon o:' 
w^hjte supremacy ar.d begm the process or ana 

coUcenve rcnew'aJ. Oescrbmg this effen ;n n:s ^^orK Tr.e 
Seoirh for a Cam/nen Ground bl^Ck meciocian Howara 
Thurman corrurcntec- " 'BiacK is BeauLfu.' oeceme noi 
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.1 I: j ^iJ^^L;c. j loLil ^ 

~>.-:^rr.N M.>. Ir ^ jrJ evening Jcrms il 5c^2n ur,- 

r:_' :nc; idt'.t 'r..i: csvnvrJ os:?r ^o rrijn^ 

. ^ :n\[nulog> bl^L’k .i ugK 

“’.a^^ ;:i c ^.l. Dijjis :> Jcrr.imu In so Join^^ u runaamcniil:^ 
:nt rroni j::icf o: :ne Jeicriic of ltic mvib of 
‘-prcmjos sup=nonu 

< .earj>. jiion _l 3 4 vociaJ policy upholding ^'hiie 

itr2teg^cxl> an tmpona/sL coLinier-ctftnse. 
Omc jiai uouJd ierve to defieci Ebe call for radical rramifor- 
mjtion 01 oUlK consciousness. Suddenly me icrms for suC’ 
f gening a jOD. acquinna the mcaas 10 provide maicnal- 
V ivu sell and lamiU j ^ere rr-defined, h was noE enough for 
o;acK ocople *0 emer insr^oitions of higher educanon and 4C- 
juire me necessary ikUU lO effeciively compete for joos pre- 
viouiis occupitjd soleU by whiles: the demand was Eha: 
oiacKs become "honorary whJEes.” Ehai black people assimi* 

►jJc [O siiL'Ceed- 

Thc lorce ihai gave ihe social policy of assimibncn 
power to influence and change the direction of black Libera¬ 
tion SI rug sic was economic. Economic distress crcaEcd a 
jismjte wnerem miiuancy—oven resistance to white 
vupremacy and racism 1 which included the presentanen of 
veil'm a manner that suggests black phde>~was no longer 
.icemed a viable surwjvai straiegy. Natural hair styles. 
Amcan dress, etc., were discarded as signs of miUiancy that 
might keep one from genmg ahead. A similarly regressive 
move wds Eakins place among young white radicals, many 
of whom had been fiercely engaged m left politics, who sud¬ 
denly began to seek re-incorporation into the liberal and 
conservative mainstrcairi. .Again the force behind their re- 
tn A into the system was economic. On a very basic level, 
vnanges ;n the cost of housing tthe apanmem one had in 
l ':^65 for Si 00 a month, cost S 400 a month by 1975 ) had a 
fnghicning impact on coUege educated young people of all 
einmciiies whu thought they were committed 10 transform¬ 
ing vocicLv, but who were unable to face living wiihout 
cnoice. without the means to escape, who feared livmg j'. 
povenv Coupled with economic forces everting pressure, 
many radicals despaired of the possibibty that this white 
supfcmacjst capitalist painarchy could ready be changed. 

Tragicaily, many raaicai whites who had been ^lics in 
tnc black hbcruiion virugglc as they moved into their new 
litserai postiionv. either began 10 quesnon whether the strue* 
gie to end racivm wav really ihai significant, or lO suggest 
mat :ne straggle was over. Radical whiEc youth whcT had 
worked m cisil ngnis struggles, protested the war in Viet¬ 
nam. -anu even denounced U.S, imperialism. couSd not 
rrcon^ifuc: metr lies 10 prevailing systems, of dormnation 
wjihou: creating a new layer of false consciousness—the 
ussenion mat racism wai no longer pervasive* that race was 
no longer an imponani issue. Simiiariy, cntiques 0: 
v-apiLilism. esDcciaily tnose thai urged individuals 10 nv ana 
:i\c Jincrcnily wnj^m the framework of capitalism, weft 
ulso relegated to Lhc back oumcr. as people "discovered " 
inut A imponani 10 fpivc class pnviicge. so ihai one 
*:oulu ociicr help the c?>;pioiEcd. 

It IS no wonder ihai black radicals met these bciravals 
an on.'^uu^ni of despair and hopejcssness. Whai nad all 
:r.c c.mtcmDoniA 'itruggie 10 resist racism really achieved/ 
Ar,ai dij ii mean so go through mis penod oi radical uuc>- 
.>i wnite ^Lpremaev, of black is beautifyL Qn:\ 
a few years taier ire successful rnas> prcdLciiorii r’. 



Scicgaics launch Ln^on of MeuiJwaritgrt Jonanrv^tMjfg I'J^" 

white corporations of hair care products 10 sira:tr.ien black 
nair that would nave unprecedented appeal' ^VhJI did i: 
mean 10 witness the assault on black culture by capitalist for¬ 
ces whicn stress the production on all fronts 01 an image, a 
culmral product that can "cross over —that u. that* can 
spcaJc more direcUy to ihc concerns. 10 the popular imagiiia* 
:ion of while consumer^, while still attraenne the dollars c: 
oiack consumers. And what does 11 mean in I9b‘ when 
television viewers watch a morrung talk snou black 
beauev', where black women suggest mat thc^ie trenoi are 
only related to personaJ prcrcrcnces and have no resanon to 
racism; when viewers wuncii a pnvikgcd v^hjie male. Phil 
Don4ihue. shaking his heaa and me to ixrsuade me 
audience 10 aciunowledge me reality of racism unc it> tinpac: 
on black people? Or whai does a mean when blac^ 

people say that whai they like most about me 3:11 Cosoy 
show' IS that there is little emphasis on blackness, tnai mev 
are '"just peopi;'"'’ And again to heaj reponed on national 
news ihai hnle black chiloren prefer playing wuh wniie aoil- 
rainer than buck dolli.^ Ail mese popular narratnes remirti: 
us ihat “we are noi yet saved." :nat whjie supremacy 
prevaiU. that me racist oppression ana exptoiia^on wr.:cn 
daily assaults the bodies me spinis of black peup.e m Soum 
Africa, assaulti olack people here. 


Resistance and Renevsal 

Y ears ago when 1 was a high-schooi >iydem :\perxnc- 
ing racial acsegreganon, there was a fierce current 0: 
resistance and miliiancy It swepi over ^r.A mrougn ou" 
Doaics aj we, black smdents, siooa. cr£^scJ apm.ii me reu 
onck wads, watching the nanonal guard wjin :ne:r cunt, 
waning fora momem when we wouia enicr. wnen we wou^c 
Dfcak tnrougn racism, waiting for ihe momeni of cnun^c, of 
victory, .Aid now even wiinm myself. I find mat ^omi 0: 
miiitar.cy growing famt; all too oficn a ti ui^juaed 0^ ler.- 
:ngi of despair and power:cssness I find I mu-; wo:k u- 
nourish il 10 Keep u strong. Feeungs of acspuir u-nd do we:- 
:cssness arc intcr.stiled oy all tnc narratives or ciack 
nate that indicate that those rruJiiani iSv -s did not nu\c sui- 
uincd radical impact—mai unc transtormaiion Oijck s^,:- 
cor.iciou.sncui did noi become an ori^oini' :c^ .^iuNi-nj.'-. 
practice in black life. This causes ’suen irj'iira :ixmi urw 
jesDJ:: to" mears lhat we mL^! return to th:' ■- 

j j. renew e::or- .a iror-r-muai ■ ■ uuj : 
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BELL HOOKS 


must CO over old cround. Perhaos 'Ahat is wqtsi about turn** 
tne over old eround \i the Jcar that the seeds, though planted 
aeim. will never sun i^e. nc^cr grow strong. R^aht now 
ujs anger and race <sce Audre Lorde's '*The Uses ot Anger 
in SiSt^r Oufstd€r] ai the continued racial genocide that 
rekindles within me Thai spmt of militancy. 

Like so many radical black folks who work in university 
sellings, I often feel very' isolated Often we work in cn- 
vironmenis of predominantly white folks (some of whom are 
wcU-mcaning and Goncemcdl who are not commmed to 
working 10 end white supremacy, or who are unsure about 
w'hai Thai commiirnenE means. Certainly, feminist movement 
has been one of the places w here there has been renewed in- 
icresi in challenging and resisting racism. It has been easier 
for white women lo confront racism as overt c^cploiuiion 
and domination, or as personal prejudice, than to confront 
The reality of while supremacy. 

In talking about race and gender recently, I find that the 
question most often asked has to do with white women s 
response to black women or women of color insisting Thai 
they aje not willing to teach iheni about iheir racism—to 
show the way. They want to know what should a white per¬ 
son do who is attempting to resist racism. It is problematic to 
assen ^thai black people and odier people of color who are 
sincerely committed to struggling against white supremacy 
are unwilling lo help or teach white people, Chilenging 
black folks in the nineteenth century, Fiedcrick Douglas 
made the crucial point that "*power accedes nothing without 
demand,*.*" For the racially oppressed to demand of white 
people, of black people, of all people, that we eradicate 
whne supremacy: that those who benefit materially by exer¬ 
cising w'hiie supremacist power either in an active or a pas¬ 
sive way, willingiy give up that privilege in response to that 
demand, then to refuse lo show the way ts to undermine our 
own cause. We must show the way. There must exist a 
paradigm, a practical model for soci^ change that includes 
an understanding of ways to o-ansform consciousness that 
are hnked to efforts to transform simeturts. 

Fundamentally it is our collective responsibility as radical 
black people and people of color, as white people, to con¬ 
struct models for social change. To abdicate that respon¬ 
sibility, to suggest that change is sometliing an individual 
can do on her own or in isolation with other racist white 
people, is utterly misleading, if as a black person I say to a 
whjte person who shows a 
willifisness to commit 
herself to the struggle to 
end white supremacy that 
I refuse to affirm or he ip 
in that endeavor, it ts a 
gesture that undermines 
my commitmcni to that 
struggle. Essentially, 
many black people have 
made this response be¬ 
cause we do not want to 
do the work for white 
people, and most impof- 
lajitjy wc cannot do the 
work, yei this often seems 
to be what is asked of us, 

Rejectinf this does not 
mean That wc cannot and 

? 


do not ihow the way by our actions, by the !nforni3:icn 
share. Those white people who want :o continue the 
dominaiajit/subordinaiiE rciauonship endemic Eo racial ex- 
pi ottanon by insisting ihar we “sert'e^' therrH—that w^e do the 
work of challenging and changing ihCir consciousness—are 
aenng in bad taiih. In his work Pedagogy tn progress The 
Lffierj :o Guinea Bissau. Paulo Freirc reminds us: 'AuEhen- 
iic help means that ail w'ho are involved help each other 
mumaJly, growing together in the common ctfon to under¬ 
stand the reality which they seek to iransform.” h is our col¬ 
lective responsibility as people of color and as w hite peopic 
who are committed to ending white supremacy to help ore 
another. 

It is our collective responsibility to educate for critical 
consciousness. If 1 commit myself politically to black libere- 
tion struggle, to the struggle lo end w-hiie supremacy, 1 am 
not making a commitmem to working only for and with 
black people, I must engage in struggle with all willing com¬ 
rades to strengthen our awareness and resistance. (See again 
The AuioBiography of Ma/co/m X and The Las: Year cf Mai* 
calm X-^ht E'volution of a Revolutionary by George Brcti- 
man.) Malcolm X is an important role model for those of us 
who wish to transform our consciousness. He engaged m on¬ 
going critical self-reflection, in changing both his words and 
his deeds. In thinking about black response to white peopse, 
about what they can do to end racism, I am reminded of thzi 
memorable example when Malcolm X expressed regret 
about an incident with a white female college student who 
asked him what she could do and he told her there was noth¬ 
ing. He later saw that there was much that she could have ' 
done. Each of us must work to educate ourseh es lO Under¬ 
stand with a criucal consciousness the nature cf while 
supremacy. Black people are not bom ir.io this world w jih 
mnaie understanding of racism and white supren-iacy. (See 
John Hodge, ed.. Cultural Bases of Racism and Croup Op¬ 
pression.) 

Domination Not Prejudice 

N RECE.n‘T years particularly among women active m 
feminist movemem, much effon to conrroni racism has 
focused on individual prejudice. 'A'hilc it is important that 
mdividuais work to transfoim their consciousness, stnvmg 
to be anti-meUt. it is important for us lo remember that the 

struggle to end white 
supremacy is a struggle to 
change a system, Hodge 
emphasizes m h:s book 
"the problem of racism is 
not prejudice but domiriD* 
tion." For our efforts lo 
end w'hue supremacy to 
be effective individual 
struggle to change con¬ 
sciousness musi be tun- 
dameniaDy linked to ceE* 
IccTivc effort to rransTorm 
those strucrures thsE rein¬ 
force and perpeTuaie 
white suprefTiacy. Z END 
1 Sei! Hocks 

\ p ear r.'frv cr x e ** or: x ^ e.t: 
j insratl'nfri 
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Three Into One: 

The Triple Oppression Of Racism, Sexism And Class 


bT KJaus Vithmann 
L 

thtnyou d£ckU to Uik£ th£ risk of discov¬ 
er that CJi argumeni showsasiructure wUh/ar-reack- 
is/ jnpiicaiions for your own exisitnct" 

(Tlioughi Relaiionships, 553) 

In lids sense, this p^r is very risky. As 4 discus* 
sjen paper, even i preliminary one* it mns Ihc risk of 
errors - bui this is belter than the dubious safety of silence* 

The background of this papei is i Jong discussion 
beaten leftist women (mainly) and men, conducted 
mostly through prisoners' letters. In the end, ii was put 
ioiether in jail wiih ihe “view from a distance" which 
o^ srlooks many day*io- day details, but which can (there- 
fer??) see further than juii the neighbour's fence. The 
pu.'pose of ihe discussion was to critique a handed*down 
elm anah sis which is prejudiced and dominated by 
pLjiarchai ihoughts and which is per%'aded with racism. 
Tis analysis of global: or local oppression- andexploita* 
ijofl* mechanisms was always bluned by economics* 
making the existence of patriarchy and ncLsm "invis- 

It divided struggles into primary and secondary 
Mctradjcxjons and covered the world in t white, Euro- 
«3iric mould. 

Evtais like May 1,19S7 - with its active mixture of 
poor neighbourhood residents, Turkish youths of both 
sexes, as w ell as Autonomen • and the strike at Rhein^ 
ha^^sen in 19£7/SS - to which the Autonomen did not 
rerpond * provided some starting points to this discus¬ 
sion. But these eventa did not have any major effects on 
ainonomisl theory or practice. Even the anti* IMF cam^ 
p£:gn in West-Berlm didn^t make any real progress, apan 
from token mentions of pimarchy arid sexism in texts 
tzd paniphiets. Sexism within the lcfi*s own uincr-struc- 

which could no longer be drnied i&erihe regular 
azacks on women became known - the weak reaction of 
tbs left to the sute's haie-campsigns against the "flood of 
rtfegees" (although there were some positive exceptions 
to ihis, tike the RZ’i '^jfree jflow"' campaign^ and, more 
re=ntjy, the iraditiocixl defensive theme-building 
around th e ri se of raci sm and Faiherl and -hype (wh ich ha s 
□pi been limitpjj uy mere verbal abuse), these all mirror 
this to scene extenL In starching for a radical critique of 
these global and local violence^ and exploitation-rela- 
UDcshlps, very ljuJe is to befound within the theory of the 
lefu Here^ the meaniegs of c^iLalism/Unpurialism* patri¬ 
archy, and racism, and the connections baweoi them all, 
are given but a passing, formalized treasneni. 

Much further de%'el oped are fem mi ft comrades and 
blacks, especially black women* which should come as 
no surprise. Also, a much greater stress is pm upon the 
ligmficjaice of "triple oppression" of capital, patriarchy, 
aai ratism by the miULEm left in England, America, and 
the so-called Hurd World. (Occasionally, i fourth op- 
pr-ision is mentioned, namely the exploitation of the 
Tzird World by the memopolcs, but even then the triple 
oppression is reuined as apolitical notion). The longer 
} cso come to grips with triple oppression* the more visible 
]L5 dcmeziis and intcradions become visible in the the¬ 
ory', history, and day-to-day life and (non’)praxis of the 
left. This process of recognition is what this paper seeks 
ic rimuine. 

‘'Wqcu wt ulk aboin liberation straggle, we mean the 
f.iht against all these three kinds of oppression* W’'e don’t 
tije aboiit three diffcreni stages or three different 
struggles; no, wt speak of one and only one strugglel I 


already said ihii freedom U indivisible. You cannot call 
yourself free if one or more of these oppressions still 
exists." 

- Neville Alexander 

The Gennan left is privileged: it’s very while, very 
male, and less dependent on wage slavery. Frivilegej 
make you blind, blind to realities outside your own 
experiences and commonplace awarsiess. In this way* 
men have to learn a great deal from feminist comrades, 
and wc all have to leam from texts by black people. Sure, 
leftists are ami*sexist and anii-racisi, of course - “of 
course", but rarely with any practical consequences. (But 
usually, "of course" simply means that a left-wing person 
doesn't make any special effort to come to grips with the 
problem* because he (1) thinks he couldn’t be guilty in 
these areas, especially not in the private realm). ReUtion- 
ships in which you ire the privileged party cannot be¬ 
come revolutionized without you losing your own 
power* This i s a basic starting point The autonomous-left 
(and its theoiy) is in such a state of Indecision, with such 
■ lack of a utopian vision* that its practice Is often full of 
latent or oven examples of sexism, racism, and "white 
spots", so this discussion of triple oppression can only be 
healthy* The lack of utopias means the lack of concep¬ 
tions of something worth fighting for, of something that 
has to be achieved. To restrict utopias to the possibilities 
of one*s Immediate surroiindingi is to reduce the ques¬ 
tions of power and developing a counter-power to mere 
daily tasks. Long*ienn mobilizing* however, it only 
possible if one has long-term goals in mind, goals which 
go beyond one's current (personal) situauon in life* 

"One of the hardest lessons we had to leam was that 
revolutionary struggle is more scientific than emotional* 

I don’t say we shouldn't feel anything* but decisions 
cannot be based upon love or hate. They have to be based 
upon objective circumstances and aim at what is ration¬ 
ally and unemotionally necessary," 

- Assail Shakur 

After this fntroduciloii* the subject now becomes 
the limits of the old concept of class; that’a how this 
discussion began. Then there follows a dcfinirion of 
racism and its conneaion uj class war and patriarchy. 
This is followed by patriarchy and its feminist critique 
and also its conncciion to class war. A special section then 
follows conuining longer quoisuons from black women; 
as a direct link to German rdationships there are excerpts 
from a critique by ■ Filipino woman regarding the Ger¬ 
man women's movemeiiL These are given a lot of space, 
because they are boih imponantand authentic. The piepcr 
then conUnucs with a rather dry theoretical piece on triple 
oppression. Then there is a short section on National-' 
Socialism and the resistance of iht German Gommunlst 
Party (KPD)* The next, longer chapter critiques auton¬ 
omist theory and praaice, followed by some proposals. 
In discussing thij complex iherac, it is impossible to 
avoid some cross-over between the different chapicri. 
On the other band* they aho complcmeTit one another. So 
please, don 'tiake anything out of context from this paper, 

Before wc start, here arc some dcTimtioni of icrms: 

class struggles: struggles against capitalist oppression, 
sustained by workers and those in loUdarity with ihcm. 

anii-patriarchal struggles: sustained by women and those 
in solidarity with them. 

and-raci si struggles: sustained by black people and those 
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in ioHd^riiy with them; *'black " is taken lo be a political 
term for all those exposed to while racism. 

anti-impenaliSI smiggles; sustained by the ^'Third 
World’^ liberation movemedis and those in solidarity 
with them. 

TTiai these struggles cannot, in reality, be separated, 
is another them e to be addres sed. Bui these definitions are 
correa and necessary^ otherwise ihe discussion of triple 
oppression would go round and round in circles if unclear 
notions w ere used lo discuss other unclear notions. 


H. 

is iht working cifljr icday? What g£nder is it? And 
what cifiour?’* 

- Paul Gilroy 

These questions are based on a notion of class that 
implies that aii snuggles can be ejtpiained by and reduced 
to a prime confroniatioji between labour and capital, 
thereby proclaiming the woricing class to be iht revolu' 
lionary subject- This traditional left concept leaves no 
room for ibe historic^authentlc oppression of women and 
black people, nor for the quahiative material differences 
beiwea the meiropoles and the “Third World", li also 
leaves no room for collective resistarice in these dimen¬ 
sions; it is pairiarchal and while/Euroccntric. 

Marxist theory is Indispensable for recognizing 
capitallsi exploiiaxion and for understanding the 
ftnigglef taking place at the line of confroniatJon be¬ 
tween capiul and labour. The class analysis which is 
derived from this (economic) confrontation, which cites 
the wo±ing class as the only driving force of the revolu- 
tionaiy pmceis. is insufficient, because it only sees patri¬ 
archy and ncism as secondary contradictions and thus it 
overlooks their poliiical and social imponance. In down¬ 
playing the Importance of racist and sexist oppression, or 
at mosi iiialy^mg them as divisive mechanisms of eapi* 
lal, thereby linking them exclusively to the existence of 
capital, ilfail j to give that which is needed inthe political/ 
pracried procesi of social change and the mobili^uon 
towards i necessary counier^powcr to achieve the fob 
lowing: a perspective of liberation from all forms of 
oppression and exploitation. 

Revoluiioniry goals and behaviour cannot be de¬ 
rived economically from one's posilioa in the production 
pTtJoess. (Which does not mean that economic or lociat 
positions in the class relaticmships are no criteria). Revo- 
luyonaiy movements have always formed themselves in 
fought^for and endured experiences, conscious assimila¬ 



tion, and organization a! support. This is aUo the task of 
the lefL 

This is not a "farewell ic the proletariai", but only 
the feali;^LioTi that class siniggles are not only waged by 
while working-class males in the mctropoles and that on 
the froni-line against imperialism, patriarchy, and ra¬ 
cism, there arc controversies and struggles which arc just 
as iropOTtanL All these stmggles have rods in hLSiorical 
and structural power-relationships which exist in simul¬ 
taneous and reciprocal expansion and stxbiliaatjon. 

A theory which comprises all of these struggles (or 
at least makes it possible to recognize each of ihem), and 
which also describes ihe objective conditions which give 
these Struggles their origins and limits, is not available 
within the (autor^omous) left, Neither has it an under¬ 
standing of the social actors who (could) have the objec¬ 
tive power to turn over the ruling order. By ignoring this 
quesUon, it becomes impossible to see how this ruling 
order - with iti ideological trenches, pTOducrive sources 
of wealth, and militajy might - can ^er be destroyed. 
When separated from objccdvely-prcicntpower, rtvolu- 
iJonary will is doomed to fail. 

No progress is achieved by replacing the notion of 
the working class with that of (under-)class(es). Hither 
this notion is defined in econo mi c terms ind does not 
specifically stale why, from this material position, a 
revolutjonaiy fighting spirit should arise* or (under- 
)c Uss(c s) is £ impl y applied to all tho se who fight, ih ereby 
veiling all differerices of class, gender, nationally, and 
"race*', as well as peoples’ difTcrem reasons for figh’Jng, 
(The old "misery*theoiy'\ which viewed revolurion as 
the result of hungtr, his been proven wrong historically, 
but bits and pieces of it survive and siilJ clutter autonomi st 
ideas: someone who It poor will fighl and is, therefore, 
auiomatioilly revolutionaiy. This neglcas the fact that 
marginalizMion bringi other, existential problems to the 
fore,problems which, in reality, leave very little roomfof 
dreams of a bener life.) 

When ’‘Third World" persons involved in an upris¬ 
ing are equated with the Genu art undcr-class, when 
siinuluncous riots in Sao Paulo, Gaza, Seoul, Brixion, 
and Kieuzberg arc anributed to itmilar causes, this cei* 
Uiitly gives a nice rounded view of the world, but this is 
the wont possible kind of abstracrioo. [n spile of the 
grow mg relative misery of metropolitan poverty, there is 
a qualitative difference with the mass sian'ition in the 
"Third World" and falling bombs "rnade in the USA". 
The differing conditioni in the meiropoies and in the 
"Third World*’, and the acceptance of (he latter by the 
majority of worters in the meiropolei, not only signifies 
a (secondary) division of the global pro letariaLfbui in faa 
proves iis non-existence. 

On with the question of the genderand colour of the 
working class: Within the notion of the working class, the 
female gender has been made in visible. Female w erkert, 
by the negleci of their additional role as (house-)wives^ 
are reduced within the labour relationship. Their addi- 
lional exploitation by die (working-)EnafL djsappearx 
within the "proletarian family** much propagated by 
Marxist'Lcniniiu, The concept of work upon which the 
noli on of the working das s i s bas ed is that of paid I abo ur. 
In the realm of s odd producuon, in w hich mainly women 
(especially in the "Tlurd World’’) work, U swept under 
(he carpeL The whole division of work by gender and iu 
enormous value for capital and for men it lost as a sort of 
natural resource m the reproductive s{^re, which is not 
thought of as having any revolutionary explosiveness. 

The oppression of women cannot be considered a 
secondary problem, one which will immediately disap¬ 
pear once the “primary contradiaions" are resolved by 
the “victory of the proleuriaf’, and (hit is proven by the 
fact that violence again si women is perpetrated by w ork¬ 
ing class men just as ti is men of all other classes. The 
hisioricxt pertistence of this violence and the blindncsi 
towards it on the pan of the labour movemei« and iu 
[heoreticians are a strong counter to the notion that 
wofTncn can be liberated through the stAJiggle of the 
working class. 


The question about the colour of the working class 
shows a further unjusufied assumprion about the worit- 
ing class being the alkgod representauve of the op¬ 
press ed. 

Racism w ill be more thoroughly discussed in the 
next prt and in the section on National-Socialism, where 
a particularly brutal and racist division of work will be 
discussed. 

Here are some points about ihe meaning of ““ 
“col our" in relation to workers: Differences in “race" and 
nationality arc, at ihe same lime, differences in the inten- 
siiy of expIoiLation, Provided that imrrsigmnLs donT 
import struggles - w hich hapjpens quite often - the racist 
division of classes plays into ihe hands of capiul, because 
the individuals can be more heavily exploited while the 
group represents a variable reserve force whose ccuntiy 
of crigb does not have to be reimbursed for their labour 
power and (if any) education. ^ 

The following is a quotation conccTrLing the current 
composiiion of class, or more accuralely, the fractionali- 
zaiion of class; 

“With this 'volunury' midtj-national composition of the 
labour force (consisting of imrnigrarus from Eastern 
Europe, the European Chnununity, and the southern 
hemisphere) in post-war Germany has replaced ihc , 
bloody, militarist, and violent model of ±t Nazis with a 
less-sharp, ’cleaner’ method: 

- On the lop are the upper-level white-collar jobs 
(research, consiiuction, management) with mostly male 
German workers. 

- Next are the 'masters* (semi-in depend cm skilled 
labourers). They are prcdorninantly male and German. 

- Then come the skiLied workers and foremen in the 
factories. They ire mostly German men, but there also— 
some foreign males, like Italians, Spaniarcs, and Yugo¬ 
slavians. 

- Below' ihesc are the Turkish and Moroccan men 

and the foreign women m general (in the bdustriilmass^^_ 

production sector znd the scr> ige sector, with jobs like 
cleaning, etc.). 

- At the very bouoin are refugees of boih sexes/’ 

(from t flyer isiued by the GUnier Sare Action 

Group, summer 1989) 

This gives a rough sketdi of the rmcist (and sexist) 
division of labour biullcd by capital Thai h one side of 
the story. ^Tiat this doesn't show, how'ev er, Is die very 
real existence of racism within the working class. The 
functioning (!) raciri split within the woridng dais - 
under National-Sociilism, the desinictloa of class com¬ 
rades wai silently tolersred as well as actively propagated 
- gives another important argumtni against the astump* 
lion of the supreme, alL-libcraring working class. After 
the internal contradictions and after the w orking women, 
now also the privileges of the white working class and 
those workers killed because of their "race" and nation- ~ 
aliiy are becoming invisible, 

in. 

7f is the racist who creaiej the inferior." 

- Fanon 

’"Racism, the incestuous qf-jprreg of pctsrLorchy and 
capUaT' 

- PrwJbha Parmar 

Forms of racism have become independenL They“ 
have been givm a lot of aoentJon and careful scrutiny. 

There is only one “race": the human race. 

"Races’" are i constniction by w hich social and 
cultural differences are tnzisliied into so-called biologi-- 
caliy determined cbaracterijiici. “Race" it an open cate¬ 
gory, whose defmirion has varied widely throughout the 
course of hisiary. That’s why it's better to talk about 
red sms (in the plural) than about radsm. (By the way, the 





biologitai/guietic diffeiicncii unong whiwts Are *s var¬ 
ied is ihose among blacks Ari^' beiwecn blacks and 
whiles.) 

AU raciims have in cotrjnon lHc notion that viciims 
are placed on a lower level on tht social scale [hai one's 
own^ and that they have u> nay Lhcre because they are 
“natunlly inferior”. ”\scurally” means: withoui an his¬ 
torical background; fixed for eicmiiy. Racisms try, by 
mcam of “descesidcace" and ‘‘purity of biood'\ to create 
ideniities whdeh run straight across class and gender 
lines, ^liai is reality is not the eiisteoce of "races", but 
rather of racisms. 

"There is tbsoluicly do logical reason to assume from the 
fact that radaJ prejudices exist that something like a 
"racc'^or an "ethnic group" must exiit. Muxi ghosU exist, 
simply because i large numbci of people believe in 
ghosu and behave like they do exist by not going to 
graven Aidi at nighl?'* 

- Ne^rille Alexander 

There are two processes upon which the preserva¬ 
tion and development of racisms are founded: 

- Physical chmcterifiic$ tre placed in a caudal 
rrlationship with social and oilturil differences. These 
differences are thereby naturalized and thus mierpretcd 
as universally valid 

- Racisms are an authnidc form of living om one's 
inferior position in the powxr/exploiiation suuctute. 
They are constaoily fed anew - both id«logically and 
materially * and ait more ihas just “false consciousness'*. 

“We hive lo leara how greeps which are excluded from 
the riches of ibe welfare socis^, bat who are nevenhelesf 
part of the nation tod seek to identify with tt, find, in 
racisuL, anainbentic fonn of identity and self-conscious* 
n«s," 

- Stuart Hall 

To lee racisms as "falie*, as mere artifacts crafted 
by the ruling powm, ij to ignore their popcluity and 
materially existing, age-old tiaditioni. Racism* have 
become stnacturei dm cannot be reduced to other lodal 
relaiions. They alio cannot be traced compleiely from 
knowledge of othei soda! reltLiODS, for they are rela¬ 
tively mdependentolpauiarehy anddaisi domination. A 
lepameanalyiit office" and class snuggle cannm, for 
e xamp le, explain the racist foundations of capitalism/ 
imperialism. 

Ai powcr-relttioni, racisms reach right into 
peoples* head*. They surface in ideas, altitudes, and 
cmotioQs. It'I very typical for anti-racm viewi to be 
linked with sponuneouj racict feelings, This mtemalixa- 
tion of power-rtlaiioal me«iu that white people, io~ to 
(peak, stand upon the sboolden of iheir sUve*kccping 
anesfton, juU u Gsmins cund upon the ihoulden of 
tbc Nazis* “HERRJENjpcnidaga**. (In prindpic, this also 
applies to those who consciously and militaatiy fight 
thill) Black women end meo, on the other band, nand m 
front of their enslaved and exterminated aDceston , just aa 
Jews and Fofc* stand in final of those destroyed in the 
Holocttut. 

“The ndltiOG of all the dead generations sits Like a 
mountain upon the minds of the living.** (IS. Brtnnaire^ 1) 
To be more precise, Marx could have said: upon the 
miod* of the larvtvore and ibeir offspring. 

To legftiznixe and secrcre hrerarehies and exploju- 
tion by mcazu of ascribing Certain sg-cailtd biological/ 
oaniral prepcities it a correaponding medianism in the 
faegifinmg phases of sciismi and racisms. The racismi 
that arose dwing the Middle Ag« resulted from the 
pcnecunon of tU diose that did not live by or seek to 
adopt the value* of the Chcirch. Crusades against these 
heathen, pogroms agtmst Jewish communities and 
herctici,and a long tcrics of viiich-hunia w ere the resulu 

Wiih the conquest of America and Africa, the colo- 
nizerx were ooiifronted w ith iIk problem of establishing 


a local ruling power stnicture, Notions of "puriiy of 
blood" and “pure nobiliiy" were used in order lo keep 
those being colonized out of power, no mauer how 
W'talihy they may become. This kept power in the hands 
of white European!. With the njc of secular society and 
Its emphasis on natural science, "explanations'' 
grounded racisms on solid ^foundations'*. For example, 
one explorer claimed that Negroes were the resuli of 
women mating with apes (1). And Voluire, who always 
seems much nicer in school books, thought the follow* 
ing: "There is, in every human race, like there is in plants, 
s prindple which differentiates among them. Thus, 
Negroes are the slaves of other men." 

In the nation slates of the 19Lh and 20th centuries, 
these coarse racisms were changed into “popular charac¬ 
teristics". “Gallic*’ French as opposed to “Germanic" 
Germans, etc. This idiocy phyed a major role in the hype 
sutToanding World War I. At this same lime, colonial 
racism became more "humane'* and offered the ■‘Ne¬ 
groes'* the blessings of German, French, and English 
civiiiMtioa. In the words of Bernstein, a social demo¬ 
cratic theorist: "We will condemn and fight certain meth¬ 
ods of subduing the savages, but not the subduing of 
savigci in itself or of making them fee I mg the benefits of 
higher eulaire.*' For the rest, the whip and ihe battie-ship 
were whai those blacks who didn’t wani to trade ihcir 
land and freedom for "higher culture" had to face, 

And-semitism is t special form of racism, in wteh, 
in one iinponani respect, the pattern of all other racisms 
has changed; Jew ish people are the opposite of the nor¬ 
mal “race"-construction because they have no common 
exumal distinguishing features lo set ihem apart from 
others within their social surroundings (and this is pre¬ 
cisely the starting point for other forms of racism). Jewish 
people are “hit in iheir religious personality, in their 
history, and in their links with their ancestors.** (Fanon) 

For anti-soTLites, this assimilation and lack of 
“racial" distiactloris represents an especially perverted 
danger for the "purity of the race**. Already, Jewish 
gheitoei havn become the pfoducts of this auti-semitje 
racism, whose victims had to be first identified by spatial 
separaiion and 1 Her by the yellow star, (So-called proper- 
tiei of “Jewish looks'* were only propaganda, although 
the Jewish people that happened to look like this had 
severe problems). 

Fdr the ncisis* plans, Jewish people are “uscfiir* 
victim 1 , because “popular opinion** would never accept 
the notion of t “conspiracy by Negroes against Ger¬ 
many** ora“Kegro-Bolshcvik" conspiracy as plausible. 
Bui it wasn't hard to find a few Jews in the Communist 
Party, either at home or in Moscow, 

It makei no difference whether or not the propag an- 
dists believed ail this themselves or not; it worked for the 
masses, and this was one of the causes of ihe Holocaust. 

Ajul-Zioniiin, to meaiion it briefly* is a political 
categoiy, rwt a racist one. To put it pointedly: “In West 
Oemnmy, there are many hiore Zioniits than there are 
Jews, especially in the riling parties." This^is from the 
Jewish magazine "Seniii** 2/90, locating *back upon 
Strauss, Adenauer, and Springer. 

The eSectivenesi of racisms, especially for under- 
clais whites, can be partially explain^ by competition. 
(For the rich, unmigranit don't provide economic com¬ 
petition. and ihe live in different areas; the rich, therefore, 
can afi'ord to be liberal). 

The fewer left-wing alternatives available, the 
weaker the women's and anti-fascistmovanenis will be. 
and the more dc-dassification will express itself in ra¬ 
cism and a hatred of women. On the basis of very real and 
existing radii panems, dc-eltssiflcation does not lead to 
solidarity against the ruling powers, but to patriarchy and 
kicking those below. This is a starting point for under¬ 
stand bg the “economic** development of racisms and 
lexlsmi. But this does not imply that there is no individ¬ 
ual respotuibiljty for the decision between rebellion and 
kicking those below. 



Nor should this give the impTcssion that racism 
and sexisms could only be eliminated through the socij 
pressure of a siroigthotcd left. Racism and sexism a) 
ways exist, albeit open or hidden. That means they ais 
have UJ be fought against within the left as well, even £ 
times when they art Icsi-visible publicly. (This was nc 
done is 1968, nor in 1980/811) 

A* was mentioned before, “race" was origmall; 
constnjciexi for racist mcam. Assigning a “race" mean 
assigning a position; oppressor Of oppressed, **Race*‘ i 
■n (additional) ftaor in the stabilization of untqui 
political, economic, and patriarchal relations. 

But ihJ £ aitignment ha s a Iso g j v en life lo the “ra d i 
consciousness" of black people against idtcmal and ex 
temal colonialization, “Race" then becomes thecommo; 
ground for organizing the reiiitanee to racist oppressior. 
(Important examples of this are ihe Black Panther Parr 
and tht Black Cornelousne^s Movemeni). Clan oppres 
sion and lUte violence are experienced as “race rela 
tions" and the struggle again stilus Is invariably comesiCi 
along the lines of “while and black". To call this racisn 
a pan of other radimi would be to deny their ver^ 
different starting points: white racisms are used to main 
tab the Imperialist order. They have a long and blood} 
history. Generaiiotu of white people have profited fron 
them, b different amounii. Settler-states like the USA 
Israel, Souih Africa, «id Nonhem Ireland have, bv 
means of inititutionallzed racisms and the sharing O; 
conquesii and positions, given profits to the entire whiu 
settler population, including the workers. When resis. 
tance to this arises, when black consciousness and black 
organizations form themselves, in the slaves* rebellions 
from Sowcio to Harlem, then this is directed against [he 
imperialist status quo and white history. 

Strugglei motivated by “racial consdousnesi**, 
like black sireggles, are anti-racist struggleil 

Until all racisms are defeated, orgamzati ons which 
form around the issue of racial oppression are necessaiy: 

"It would mean to disann oneself siraiegicaliy and ucti- 
cslly if one were lo deny the reality of prejudices and 
observable differences, wherever they come from. It 
would be Impossible < with the possible exception of a 
few thousand students - to organize a mass movemeni." 

- Neville Alexander 

The black Liberation movements in the struggle for 
naiional independence are anti'imperialist and anti-rac¬ 
ist, but not necessarily anti-capitalist and anti-patriarchal. 
Fanon say* that ajicT a long period of coionial and 
imperialistic de-identification, "Third World" national¬ 
ism is ihc only way lo adiieve a collective identity and the 
practical unification of the (until now divided) op 
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pressed. 

This probably is unavoidable, but this is sliil in the 
tiadkianof the step-by-step model which places national 
liberation: before that of the working class andof women^ 
Class struggles and pairiarchy continue to eaisi, but art 
"frozen^’ in the interest of the national cause. But this 
“frozen"' sme i$ only an apparent one, placed in the 
program of the liberation movement. 

Whereas the working masses and women figure 
prominently as fighters tn the liberation movement, 
thereby making an important difference lo the colonial 
puppet * s annics, they duaj^»ar after ihenaiional victory 
in the economy which has to be built up in the patriaiuhal 
sodciy that has grown into a nation sute. The national 
victory itself is not achieved b>' means of a sexist-rcac- 
lionary mobiltzaijon. The old is genuinely toppled by the 
struggle of women. But afferwards - as in Iran - the 
backlash occurs; the second-strike of the nationil “revo- 
lutioti" is aimed at women in a “fiandamentalistic" - or 
Suhnistic - way. 

Obviously, black people are divided along class 
and gender lines in the nation slates established by libera- 
tionmovcnienii. But these divisions have different forms 
than those between white people, because ihcy ire daer- 
mined by ■ Jong history of white radsm and lesiitince to 
it. In the critique of the working class, the fadst and 
patriarchal dimeniioni were already touched upon. So it 
ii logical that black anti*radst organization and theory 
don t neccsiarily have to be anti-capitalist and anti^ 
pamuchat. 


rv, 

Tite fusion <sf paitiarchy kis been rediscovered ty {he 
new/em£n£sf movemenl as s verbat weapon because 
movemeni neededa n&tian in wAjcA lAe tmUty as wdlas 
systematic character of the oppressive and exploita¬ 
tive reiaiionships experienced by women couJd be ex* 
pressed. Patriarchy names {he historicai and social di- 
ftansions f,.J and is thus less open to biological explana- 
tionsM as opposed to rurtions of male supremacy^ 
Throughout histcry, patriarchal systems have not been 
universal, iimeUss systems that hcfveaiways existed, f.. J 
if pairiarcky had a certain starting point in history, then 
it can also have an ending" 

- Maria Mic* 

The above quataiion helps explain the dcftnition of 
patriarchy and rests funher upon the necessity that the 
direction of anti-patriarchal criticism be given by femi¬ 
nist women. 

This leaion will not proscribe feminist iheoiy^ and 
praxis. Both fdi countless volumes, and realiiy as well. 
But some aspects of feminist theory and practice need to 
be shonly recollected, however 

Violence agiintt women was taken out of the pri¬ 
vate realm and shown to be ftnictural and prcsciu in all 
other social relations; the humanistic notion of Humanity 
was broken down from a male abstraction into men and 
woman, thus making women visible; the ruling concep- 
lion of nature in science was nobbed of Us supposed 
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neixtraJity and the ordering of women under naaire was 
dismissed; the whole of philosophy, including that of 
left-wing ihinken, was dismissed as being founded on 
patnarchal premises; the connecuon betu em scxualit)' 
and dominaiion was illustrated: ill dichotomies were 
entiqued (mind/body,nature/maalcind <!)); a critique was 
made of the working class, as was discussed earlier; the 
importance of the labour of homewives and women in 
the “Third World" was affirmed; the demand for control 
over one's own body was made, against all reproductive 
technology and laws against abomon; and as a final 
cxa.’T.ple, the general remark that, all class and “race" 
hierarchy not withstanding, any man gels from the sys¬ 
tem ihe ojnlrol over at least one w omen, and it is his duty 
to refuse this. 

A lot of these criticisms, and especially the praciicc 
associated with them (more on that in pan VJI), art 
direedy aimed at the traditional and auionomous left 
because they affea their theoretical starting points, inner 
sirucujrts, and utopian visions (more on this, too in pan 
VII). 

Somethtog more precise regarding violence 
againsi women: 

**i believe ihai ibe imporunce of sexual and physical 
violence against women (psychological violence is 
something else, because iu effectiveness is oficn linked 
lo others) has not been undersiood In its full (social) 
din-icns 1 on, not even by oursel ve s. Fa r lop li nl c, thertfo re, 
have we come to grasp and analyze ibe changes that 
occur, because only slowly but surely, bit by bit* does 
more and mere come out tnio the open, even w^hen ifae 
difflothtes of Eiriving at a solution are enormous due to 
the individual nature of the mistraatmeoL Sexual abuse 
and rape during childhood doesn't just affect some girls 
and women, but rather millions of them. Quid abuse in 
pxrucular - as is becoming Increasingly clear - is becom¬ 
ing a mass phenomenon all over the world. That is w hy 
we can say that thi s phenomenon marks the social role of 
women. If your eyes have been open, then you will at 
lean have some idea of the hideous and, most of all, 
unconscious cousequences that (sexual) abuse as i child 
has on one’s conditioning. For the rest of your Life is a 
woman, this is aiwiyj a deiermining factor." 

(from ■ lener by a woman m the dtscussjon) 

Patriarchy does not, as defined at the sian, exist in 
a co«sa] vficumtL It jj Imked to the other fornis of oppres¬ 
sion i3id has a common hiitoiy with thero in the process 
of mutual stabUi 2 *tioiLTbus,in aclass society, wtjmen at 
ibnjirt beings, not mfluenced by their respective 
classes, camot exist. The forms of oppression against 
won^ - and the resistance u> iheanl - are different; they 
are differem for the middle-citsf woman than they are for 
her cleaning woman; they are different for the both of 
these women Ihan they ire for ■ woman working m t 
sweit-shop in Malaysia or a woman fanner in Africa. 

Therefore, the class divisions were followed his- 
toricallyby a division into civic and proleuritn^womea’i 
movcmenli. Bui both of them, as opposed to the contem- 
porajy women’s movement, lacked t feminist theory and 
true auioiiOTny. The former was generally tied lo state 
refonoist polidei, while the Iiuer, for insiancc. w-as told 
by the Ocntmumsi International in 1935 that there was no 
such thing as a specific women's question. Comempo- 
rarj' argumenis berw'cen left-wing feminins and cultural 
femimsu mirror, in part, these differeia class positions. 


"The oppression cf women knows no ethnic or racial 
boundaries, that is true, but that doesn't mean that it a 
identical wiikin these boundaries. To deal wiffc one of 
them, wilkout even mentioning the other, means to deny 
both what we have incommon as well as whir divider us/' 

- AudreLorde 

Tkere is no such thing as the universal patriarchal 
context., .not until someone posiulates an iniernaiional 
malt conspiracy or a monolithic, a-historical power hi* 


erarchy. But there is a world-wide power jin^ruj-e^ jTf 
which any anatysis of culture, ideology, end social- 
economic conditions has to be plaftted by riecessity " 

- Qandra Taip^de .Mohan 

In this paper, examples have already been given of the 
patriarchaJ and racist dimensions of capilaJ:st exploit^ 
uon and for the peneiraticn of racisms by dais posiiioi 
and siniggles. And more recentKMhe dimenskn of cU_ 
differences within patriarchal oppression was also dis¬ 
cussed. WTiat remains now is the quesiion of the impor- 
Unce of racisms - and Eurocenirism - in patriarchy. 

The discussion of Black and white feminists on ih 
issue only got underway within ihe German women'“T 
movement after ihis paper had already been siarted. The 
fact that this (very intense) discussion was at first onl 
held within women’s groups was surely no coinddenc 
Leftist rriCT. in the face of more severe attacks or morr— 
preisbig Lhemes, mostly jusi dug in and waited And this 
is w'bere the criticiEm. of racism and Eurocentrism hi--- 
them full smack in the face, in addition lo the charges c 
their patriarchal privileges. 

Criticisms by Black feminists art essential to aiT 
understanding of triple oppression; b a way, they are a 
sum of their total experiences. Their criiidsm attack 
racisms from i fcminJsi stance and also considers, o! 
serves, and works with class differences and differencer' 
between the mcLropoie* and the "Third Wo rid". 

*‘Two-thirds ofhumairiLx is coloured, and u hite fenunisi 
have to make themselves aware of that They have lo bo^ 
at ihe conditions in which people live, and they have to 
talk about power relationships. Who has mt power t" 
Glares s? Wliat Is the position of coloured women? E ver 
oppressed group has lo go and define its owti road 
liberation. But whitefenunisis have lo acknow ledge that 
they form a pan of economic and cultural imperialism 
that ihey have on eLhnocenlric point of vitw, and the 
often think they have a higher inielleci dian oiher parts c 
the popglaiion, How many white ferainirts would be" 
willing 10 accept the btellecnja] leadership of African 
women? How can w omen talk about some other kind c ’ 
freedom, and foil to look at South Africa? Feminism ha 
to deal with tmperiaiism, with land righu* with Maori*!— 
^th Tiaiive Americanj, with black women in Souih Af¬ 
rica; if not, h Is a very short-sighted feministn without • 
global vision," 

- Gloria Joseph, ]9S ( _ 

"it it claimed that radsm and sexism are similar 
processes. Ideologically, for example, they both sires.’ 
natural and biological differences. It is also said ihai 
noiions of'race' and gender both ncpresmi social caiego*— 
Ties. Bui as soon as a historical analysis is made, it ii 
obvious thii they are different and. thus, the analysej 
must also be different The fa a that black w omen are at 
the s^e time oppressed by patriarchy, racism, and class^ 
rule is the main reason not to introduce analogies that 
would make triple oppression invisible. We cannot de¬ 
fine the one and only source of oppression, ^hen white 
women name only patriarchy, we wont a more complex 
cotic^ We find it difficult, too, to separate class poti* 
tion from sexism, because in our lives, we experience 
both stmulianeouriy* 

"As black women, we, by necessity, are in solidar* 
ity with black men against racism. This is a solidarity that' 
white w omen, of course, cannot have for white men. We 
fight together with blade men against racism - but jusi as 
well against their sexism. (...) WTute femiiiLr. theory and 
practice must acknowledge that white women are Ihe^ 
cp^rcssors in i power relatiofi with black women. This 
compromises any fcmiiust theory based on the equality 
of all women. Three cenira] pans of ftnucisi theory 
(family, pauisrehy, reproduaive labour) become prob¬ 
lematic when applied lo black women. They way in^ 
which ihe gender of black women is socialized is differ- 
em from the making of white femuuniiy, because the 
racist compontni is added. („,) The unde rata.-img of the 


dependency of ihe housewife is probiemitic for black 
feminisli. The claim that ihU model bridges the gap 
betweoi the material siruadon m the household arad the 
ideology of femminity overlooks the fact that black 
womm often lead in iheir houiebolds, 

*‘Black men arc very often unemployed and women 
aren^ so dependent upon them. How can it be claimed 
that bUck male jupiemacy txhis and functions in the 
5 imt way u white male supremacy? The history of 
ilivery, colonialism, and imperialism have systemati¬ 
cally put the ^ hiie mile roles out of reach for black men. 
(...) Power-rtlaiionshipi in slavery are obviously also 
patriarchal. Bui there is a difference in ihe pathirchaL 
ueatment of blick women by blick and white men. (...) 

“The concept of reproductive labour has to made 
into 1 problem as well, Whii does it mean in a siniation in 
which black women do ihe domesiic labour for white 
women? In thii c*se» they ire nm wage labourers, but 
play a role in which they achieve the r^noduciion of 
black wDiken and of whites in the housebold simultane¬ 
ously. (...) The tendency to generalize the oppmsion of 
such a vague category as ^Third World women\i^ to ihe 
point where ail meaning is lost, is typiciJ of the way 
whiles handle the uniqueness of all our ciq>encnces and 
oppreiiions in their concepts and theories. The notion of 
pairiarchy was imroduced to distinguish scaist forces 
fitmi other social powCTS, like capital. Bui using ihis term 
in its turn hides other difTertneesT 

- Hazel V. Carby, from “The Empire Strikes Back** 

"The way in which capiial, patriarchy, and 'race' struc¬ 
ture the cjploiutioa and oppression of black women 
makes it look tmpos sibie and undes irabje to highli ght on e 
specific ground for all oppression: all thru are always 
prcjcni in tbc daily cjtpcrience of black women.*’ 

- Pratibha Paimar 


Irai? Why is iulways we who are talking?) (...) They are 
also the ruling women, because of what they belong to; 
their naibnality makes Lbem co-perpeiraiors in ibe ex- 
ploiiaiion of the under-dev el oped countries of the Third 
Wertd. They show great solidarity towards us and join in 
campaigns lo fight the oppression of women in our 
countries, countries in w hich war is often ihedaily reality . 
U'cai do you really know about our couniiies? Why do 
you show solidarity? VMiai's behind that? (...) They are 
also the w'omcn who*vebecn to Third World countries, 
eiLher on their holidays or for some study project, and 
who, when they've returned, claim to be experts. They 
then give ledures and speeches for us and our movc-^ 
ments. And for many of you^ they art more plausible than 
we ourselves. (...) 

“Another reason why German women support 
projeas for foreign women is the enthusiasm of many left 
women for the sirength of the social movcmtnti and the 
liberatioa struggles m the so-called Third World. The 
staning point is dear: the social circumstajipes in some 
Third World couiurics * exploitation, oorrupiion, feudal¬ 
ism , US-imperiili sm - create the condition s for 1 iberati on 
movements. The oppressive situation is as dear as it can 
In the rich metropolitan countries, on the other hand, 
sudi i strength cannot develop, at least not without great 
difficulties. But in many women, there trisis a great 
IcDgtng for the enthusiasm of the masses, their strength, 
their struggle, since it cannot be experienced here. This is 
connected with the idea that anything which is unfamiliar 
must be exotic. I can undcrsiand the longing. It is hard to 
bear, how^ever, when ihe white women suit leaching us 
how 10 w'age out own struggles. Hard, when they want uj 
force through - mold cobrual style-their femuii ft thcoiy. 
Hard, when they demand, at the same time, to be ac¬ 
knowledged for their jponsorehip." 

- Liclic Orben-Schmidt, 1989 


The foUowing quotations come from a speech by a 
woman from the Philippines, delivered ti a meeting of a 
group against intematjoDa! sexual and racial exploiiarion 
held in Franlduit. They reference the situation in Ger¬ 
many directly. Tbe woman’s criticisms are placed in the 
curremconiexi of the women's movement, but they must 
alto be timed n the entire w'hite lefL Thai is why they are 
primed here. 

"Suffering from while racism, coupled wjth sex¬ 
ism, is an obligatory part of daily life for a foreign woman 
in West Gennany. It*i oonjumtly being poinied out lo 
her. ihlf coontry doesn*! belong to you. She feels lost, 
unwanted, inferiof, isolated. And they feel ashamed, the 
foreign women, because they are looked upon as 
‘bought’ women: dirty, without morality. "How can you 
let ycHiTsetl be told?" the faces of the German women 
teem to say. What do you know iboui the things which 
are going on b our homes? Eki you know what it means 
to be exploited by the multi-nitional coiporaiioos? (...) 
You look upon us ai victims. Vlctltns? If anythbg, I sure 
dou "t want CO be looked upon as a victim, because I wou! d 
fear that you would come and "rescue' oe and help mt 
compaffionately. 

“We dooTneed youreompiiSion, weneedyourco- 
experience. Afterthatt we can talk about solidarity. Soli¬ 
darity requiret equal footing: we need to be oft the same 
level, act one above the other. (...) And b tbc beads of 
muiy of you, you arc saying: "Why do you letyoorstlves 
be treated this way by these stupid German mm? Why 
don't you get a divorce?' You won*t understand it, you 
won’t accept it, because you judge them by your 
ftandardi, viijether knowingly ornoL Ecotuse you don’t 
hive any idea whit it means, or what he circumsuncei 
arc at home, or how few are her possibilities. But most of 
all: you cannot accept that there are many roads to 
cmancipaiioEL (...) 

"What are they, German women? They call them- 

sclvts our sinen, our big sisicn... 

’‘They are our conversation partnerB, who discuEt 
with ui our problenis. (Don’t Gciman women have prob- 


Again, all that has been said here hits left-theory 
and left-behaviour, and left-men even more so. If those 
who have been quoted so extensively here speak mably 
about women's structures, then this ts simply because in 
oihcr places there has beoi very Hide discussion about 
this, and elsewhere do audi convincing texts are to be 
fotmd. 


V, 



The aim of theory U riot to raise ovr intellectual or 
academic rtpuiaiion, but lo open possibililies to izpufer- 
siand the hirioricoi world and tLr processes, to gain 
directions ferr our praxis, and to change it ^necessary" 

- Stuart Hall 


Theory which wants to recognize and fight oppres¬ 
sive rel ati on shi ps is no me re ho I low hea d- banging. Be ing 
hostile to theory is to partially disarm one’s self, because 
without theory» only iinincdiately experjenced suprem¬ 
acy can be registered, without understanding its struc¬ 
ture, history, or global dimensions. To rtcognize this, 
ideas, notions, and a iransmiuirig language are required. 
The use of a commen language unites; confusion over 
words and unclear ideas divide. 

In all liberation movements, the gainbg of knowl¬ 
edge under the most difficult circumstances is a central 
part of the flghl; theory is a weapon and weapons arc not 
voluHLarily rejected. 

The totality of oppression, of which wc are talking^ 
simply cannot be experienced by everyone. TTte more 
white, the more male, the more rich, the more metropoli¬ 
tan one is, the less this is possible, and the bigger the 
obligation to solidariiy ii; to understand these realities is 
a learning process, so that you can then practice effective 
solidarity. 

Supremacy is a ceniril concept. To dcfme it as one 
side of a dusliiy between men and women^ between black 
and white, or between labour and capital, falls way short. 
This presupposes auniquoiecs and a completely separate 
exi sien ce of each of the sides which knows of no dialeai c 
whalsoever. Supremacy for the aim of exploiulion and 
preservation of power is, rather, a many-sided practice of 
oppresiion on the basis of several overUpping ctreum- 
sianccs. The rule* of supremacy change consianily ai 
history moves on, and its material and internalized itnic^ 
lures are continually built anew. There ii no i*bistorical 
capitalism, patriarchy, o r racism. They, and their connec- 
tJons, are processes of constant change. 

To make a distinction m these oppressLOm between 
a material base and an ideological upper-structure would 
be a purely academic matter. That* s why “ in recent limes, 
it has become difficult to find i simple economic class 
mterest that is not peimcated by ideology" (Hall). And 
Gramsd, in “The Philosophy of Praaice*\ points to the 
ft Cl that it “is a purely didactic difference between form 
and oontenito seethe material powers is oontcot and the 
ideology as fomi...Ibccause] the material force cannot be 
understood historically without foim and the ideologies 
would, without the material force, remain the whims of 
bdivi duals.** 

The materia] violence of "ideologies“ like racisms 
and the hatred of women Is all too obvious. 

Supremacy is never complete: there are cracks in it 
and its internationalization it never free from contradic¬ 
tions. Oppressions aren't conducted separately and dif¬ 
ferently In the metropoles and the Third World. They are 
experienced in different ways, dependent upon which 
form of oppression is being experienced, and upon which 
ones they might commit or use ihenselvei, and espe¬ 
cially dependent on whether or not they fight igainsi 
them. It*I not the separetlon of oppressions which ii 
importanL, but rather their mutual articulation. No ilnglt 
oppress! >n is completely isoUtod or completely traced to 
another one; they form a constsicni reality. 

It* s not abad idea to conedve of supremacy as a sort 
of net. The meshes can be bigger (meiropoles) or smaller 
(Third World). The threads can be older (patriarchy) or 
new er (cspItaUsm), more stable CGermany) or weaker 
(Central America). The threads are knotted in differam 
ways (racisms are comiecled to capitalism differently 
than pBlriardiy is, for example), and the net is constantly 
being repaired and renewed by many different forces 
(capital, state, whiles, men) so as to catch others m it 
(women, bUcks, workers), and these tear it as best they 
can. 

This nei-like view of supremacy, in which» at my 
knot Of thread, both high and low are preserved, but no 
single cause or main conLradlctvon is presupposed, also 
touches on the question about the revolutionary subject. 
If this can no longer be deduced from any one duality or 
single important cause, then thai means that no single 
group of oppressed peoples can be given a privileged, 
Bvant garde posiucn. 
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To ded dc u pon ih t re V oluti on a i^' £ abjcci by i Lm p] y 
adding up ihe oppres&ioni fAlio Is oppressed the rnosi? 
Aht Thty havcio defendLhemseh e&ihemosi!) wouid be 
an absirad corisijuctjon of numerica] science, which^ by 
means of ariihnietiCr woidd give women w'otktrs a role 
they never*ikcd for. To embrace ihcm as uhe revolution’ 
ary subject wouid be fairly comfoitableforLbe meiropoli- 
tan left because no consequences result. Bui the lives and 
demands of black women and w orkers can very w ell be 
a measuiefor bow a utopian liberation must be in ordeno 
end all oppteisiom. In this, no single oppression is played 
down, but mJicT the w hole of it shows all of the beast! 

The question of which oppression is the most iiri’ 
portant wtj mostly asked with an eye to formulaLing 
strategy; thtis, social democratic and Stalinist labour 
movements claimed for decades that the exploiiation of 
the W'oricer was most importanL in comparison to other, 
“secondary coniradicLion£'\ In an abstract sense, this 
quesijon cannot be answered without irhv ing at the mo 5 i 
unbearable comparisons. (Vr’hat is worse, w nch-hunts or 
slavery? Violence against black men or while women? 
War in the metropolcs or war in 5hc “Third World"?) 

In reality, however, the question is diffcrenL The 
net-like chincter of supremacy and its simultaneous, 
global appUcadon require that the question be asked of 
each iininedlate situation of a concretely experienced and 
applied oppression. Thait differences in the compesitien 
of the oppressions appear, and they can be veiy/some* 
what racist, veiy/iOmcwhai patriarchai, very/some w'hai 
imperialist or capital isL Some examples: violence by i 
white man against ■ while wife is only niperficialjv 
cQtm rrrod to capitalist/tmperialist exploitation and has 
basically nothing to do with racism; i w'hiie male assem¬ 
bly-line woiker is not exploited by racisms and cenainh 
not by sexism, but the black woritcr beside him is ti lea rt 
oppressed by racism; when w hite w orktrs beat up a black 
man, thai is prirnirily racist, although their act may have 
roots La the capiullst exploitation of all w oriccr^; when 
black woikcrt strike against a white boss, very differeni 
componenis play t role. This list is as endless as reality. 

It*s clearihatall forms pfoppression mustbefougbt 
agaitm, and it depends on the recogniiioo of the specific 
composition of oppression lo dcienumt just how^ the 
fight should go. Thai the fight against one compooeiii of 
oppression can make holes m other pans of the net (like 
during the British mineft’ sihke, when the miners’ wrives 
organized tbemsdves) is a welcome fact, but il's just as 
likely that the net could get tightened in one spot because 
of t misdirected or unfinished fight (for example, w-hm 
worken’ struggle! are aimed against “doublc^cajning” 
women or blacks). 

The risk of w'rong or unfinished fights is a good 
reason for the left to abandon its self-iecurity and self- 
cenuodness. As Juliet Mitchell said^ “An exploited class, 
an oppressed group, cannot gam any political aw areness 
if it has not recognized the relationships betw cen ali the 
classes and groups in society; by uiming bio itself it will 
never get to this consciousness." 

VI, IntertnezTo: 

NS^Fusdsm And Communist Rasktance 

Thii secilofi is not, not maliet how it may seem ai 
first, out of place, because NS (national-socialism) fas¬ 
cism is ihe hisiorical background to a combiniiion of 
capitalismAmpedalism, patriarchy, aiKi rad&mi tfait is 
specific to Getmany. In view of the prtsmuday imperi¬ 
alism of Great Germany, ills necessary to look at tbs pas: 
wiih a contemporary vision. Besides, ii is often easier to 
analyze historical phases that it is to examine the present- 
day. 

The iradltional left analysis gf the NS dicuiorship 
as being the most rtacuonary fraciion of ftnance capiul 
does expiam the support of the multi-nuJonals for the 
Nazis, but this only highlighu one aspect of the NS. Ii 
fails lo explain either “ihc failure of the w oit ing c! as s” or 
the relatively large mass^base of NSTiscism m Ger¬ 


many. As wiih any form of naiionali&m, the popularity of 
Ns was bas$d on the premise that you belonged to a 
ceminnaiioTiality or “fact” and thus deserved privileges 
over those w ho did not belong, li also gave the illusion of 
an identity, which did not in reaJiry exiii, but which was 
in line wiih a certain desire for order a.'id isolition. 

The mobiliang force of Nazi ideologies w as tied lo 
those already prcseni: racist ideas of Gennan superiority 
over other races; demands (from doctors) for Ihe cltmLna- 
tion of "life unworthy of life”, in the social-Darwinian 
uadicion; male brotherhood ideals which reacted in irriia- 
lion 10 the changing role of women in the 1920s; ideolo¬ 
gies about the necessity of ^Lebensraum' (lining space) 
and w inning hack colonies by revising ihe peace irtaiy 
signed at VersajJles; and last but not least, social ideolo¬ 
gies w-hlch played against class Struggles and called for 
“popular unity". 

The effeciivcuess of these ideologies was multi¬ 
plied in NS because they became encapsulaied in t slate 
mechanism. This lead to the briefly mentioned toleration 
for the destruction of “non-Aryans” and left-wing com¬ 
rades. 

NS w as a very special case of racisi labour organiz¬ 
ing. Especially under the war economy, the spectruin of 
forms of exploiimg labour via industrial hype ranged 
from a viiruaily unpaid labour force to working slaves 
and “destrucuon by labour*’* The divisions w tre done 
strictly according to the Nazi “race” scale; the manage- 
meru were German “Aryans”, as were the lechiii dans and 
the highly skilled workers; the next level were the non- 
voluntary “hired dvii w'oricers” from the West or Czechs; 
lower srilJ were Polish woriters; and at the ven bonora 
were Soviet prisoners of war* 

Besides the^e were the women and men ia ooncen- 
Ualion camps - wbo were killed sooner or later - with 
paicbes Etiiched to their clothei which indicaied their 
**ascfulnesj”and perseverance. It’s impoitaru to note that 
this labour force did not assemble siniple products, but 
rather high-tech prcjecis in the main econoniic scctorl 
For instance, at the JG-Faibco plant at Auschwitz, forms 
of oppression which ire normally separated by whole 
continents or epochs W'cre found hand-in-hand. Resis¬ 
tance came primuily from ihe lower levels of the hierar- 
chvv bin the prisoners, whether Polish, Russiam, or Jews, 
were generally abandoned by the Gertnin workers. They 
did not behave as class comradei, but rather, according lo 
their place in the hierarchy, as ’Herrenmcnschoi* (\oTd% 
of people). Those who did show solidarity were either 
leftists or simple, compasrionaie people, but these were 
only a tiny minority of the millions. According to NS 
logic, there may have been economtc reasons for the 
destruction of the Jews and the people of the East, but in 
geocril, it was a racist ideology ihil was utilized* It 
plaimed in which order the desirucijoii would occur, and 
it planned choices for carrying out tests on humans. In a 
certain way, the S'S used up all of the historic forms of 
racism in i compfcssed form in just twelve yeaisi the 
persecution of ihe ill and menially disabled, induding 
murdering ihem; pogronu against Jewish people, leading 
up to the Holocaust; the wars for conquest aftd colonial 
Space andforiheexploiiatiofi and extermination of those 
ihai lived there (programs for the re-dcvclopment of 
Africa had already been drawn up). 

The NS ideologies ncH only mobilized their follow¬ 
ers to luack certain Urgeis, but they alto imbued them 
with brutality, nod ons of “racial purity" and i leadenh ip 
cult which sunounded the Party organizations* 

Fulfiliing one's own desire, for power under such 
conditions was achieved by kicking oul those below. In 
the private realm wiiich the NS offered, ai least according 
to tbeif program^ a man was at least guaimnited the 
eonirol over one woman. 

tn the social sphere, once radsu ire in power, they 
ha\'e tn immediaie inicrtst in control ling “ihclr” women, 
because these are indispensable for the purity and conti¬ 
nuity of ihe “race". All iinprovemmis promised to 
women under NS only len' td to keep them in ihii role. 
And this role w as only valid for “Aiyan" women - the 


racist di\. is ions ran through both genders. Jewish. Pollsf 
or Russian women were persecuted because of theiT 
nationaliiy and “race” and because their “alien race" 
offspring were not w anted. They were noi praised a 
mothers, but raihcr were treated as Xniennenschcn 
(sub-humans). In Ravensbriitk and other women-onlj^ 
concemraiion camps, there were German female guards. 
In so far as the SS granted them this power. 

German women who fought against the NS did s 
because iHey were communists or Jews, and as such,the 
were compelled to flghL The fact that there w ere 800.000 
women soldiers in the Red Army and other women in 
partisan movemenis in both East and West has onl; 
become knowti in reccni years (thanks m part to Ingri 
StTobI). 

The division of all women: according to their "race” 
and nationality, according to iheir political conviciion 
and their class sutus, dominated - under NS and durin 
World War II in general - the pairiarchal coniradictions oi— 
iJieir specific societies. Just being a woman did not 
determine which side of the barricades you were on. 

“It is not the literal w ordingorihc siatute, but the mcanin^ 
and spin! put into this literal w ording by active fighters 
that detemimcs the value of an organization." 

- Rosa Luxembur 

It should not be claimed that the course of history^ 
would have been different in 1933 if the KRD (Commu¬ 
nis i Parry of Gcimwiy) had taken a different political lint 
The (revolutionary) left was weak, it had very liitl 
money, and even fewer weapons, and w'as facing a broaa- 
front ofmiddle-cIaEiandfascistfciTces. But a few aspects 
are noteworthy (and perhaps something cm be leamc -’ 
from them). 

From the early 192Qs, in accordance with Sovie_ 

style Bolshevism,the KPDhadasiricihierarchy, abanon 
differing factions, and the Party-line was the primary 
fixed dogma, and any divers ions from this werepunishe 
by expulsion from the Party, li’t obvious, therefore, th; 
eulturah revolutionary and w omen’s positions, w'hicifi“ 
were passed off as petty-bourgeois, anarchistic, or secon¬ 
dary Contradictions, had no chance of influencmg ih 
Party leadership. 

With ihc Sulinizsliorj of the JG>D, women diiap^ 
pcared completely from the Party leadership (PoUtburo). 
So as not to give Nazi propaganda any holding points 
communisi Jews were also removed from the front rank? 

The KPD was noi racist, but it had ill 'white spots'. In u_ 

program, the KPD was much more progressive on 
women’s issues than the other panics (for example, thev 
w anted lo get rid of all law's banning abortion), but it als^ 
held that women’t issues were secondaty coniradiaion; 
And Rosa Luxemburg's questions regarding the Soviet^ 
ConununisT Party still applied to the KPD. 

The concept of solidiriiy meant that ihe class 
conscious proleurians of the KPD were oriented accord 
ing to male values. The Park's ranks were never more^ 
than 15% women; only the haJf-charitable group Red 






This was especlalty irat of ihe non-Stalinist communi sts 
w ho were no longcrmembers of the K?D, and these w ere 
not covered by the study. Many Party rnembers^ on the 
other hand, had only been in the Party for a few monihs 
at the time of the study and the ftuduation between left- 
and right*wing pames was very high. 

(One necessary remark has lo be made about the 
link between poliLical consciousness and personal be¬ 
haviour: the study mentioned above was only a question¬ 
naire; had it looked into the actual behaviour* also of the 
‘pfivaie^rsonal‘ rtvolutionariti - then the results 
w ould no doubt have been even more miserable,) 

NoWj which of us ii not curious to know what the 
results of such a study among present-day left-wing 
organitaiions and groups would be? 


Help w^ms about baif-womm. The whole private realm 
was separated from class interests and this allowed pui- 
archaJ opptssion to work its way into the 'proleLarian 
fanaiiyV about which the KPD propaganda proclaimed 
’clean girls’, strong comrades, and heroic mothers. This 
paralleiled the Soviet Union, where^ after the Hrst few 
pnogrsasive law s, the liberaticci of women was toppled by 
StaiinliiB* 

‘’The psychological jmicture of a class is a moment of its 
objective simuon," 

Ttat line is taken from a nudy which w&s con¬ 
ducted in 1929/30 among a few hundred workers, almost 
all of theci sodabdcmocfati or mem ben of the KPD. One 
of the results was that the actual chancieristi es of left* 
wing mdivideals often differed greatly from official 
party plaifotms and progressivt views. The stable base of 
anti-fascist power was actually much smaller than could 
be deduced from the membership and propaganda of the 
KPD tndSPD. Sure, ail leftists hated war and wished for 
happtnett and liberaiioti. They also obeyed their party - 
bus that didn’t mean they were ne^isanly ready for the 
peraooal risks and the pri vitc consequences. Their pol iti< 
cal viewf were often limited to the public sphere alone 
and these views were not anchored emoiionaUy into their 
pcraoculily. 

The smdy used questions like; “Whai can be done 
to improve the worid?" KPD members, of course, replied 
that *the ruling class has to be emshedt'’ Well, fine, hut 
wbcQ the same persons replies to the quetiion of whether 
or not chlldrea should be spanked that '‘children need to 
be spanked so they leam respect*’, or when he, like 23^ 
of ail KPD members, in oj^iitiotj to the offidal KPD 
program, thought that women should not perfomi paid 
laboor, ihcn there’s obvjoiasly someilung wrong. (This 
study went into much greater detail that is possible to 
relate here.) 

Of alj KPD party memben, social donocrats, and 
left-»odalim lurveyedinthe study, only 15% had both a 
political program and a private/penonal revolmioRary 
inirnde. Only this ininoniy could be upaaed m critical 

time* to “lununon up the courage, self-sacrifice, and 
spoolmcity required to lead the few active eiememt and 
defeat the enemy.” Another 25% wereTated as “reliable, 
bui noi aaive", and the rtsi were either indifftreni or, in 
the private sphere, utterly reaciionary. 

In the KPD there were about founimei as many true 
revolmlonarics who were progressive in die private 
as well is there were among the social democrats, 
espeoaliy amongst the 'cadres'. But it won Id be biased to 
EUj^poic ihil only the cadres were good revolutionaries. 


VIL 

'^Attempts 10 namt the coUecHve fuhjec/ of a compUie 
Sooiai chants Ad v£, by oTtd large, iruUd up in one of two 
giuigmires neither an organization, party, or trade union 
is nanted^and then ihe revotutiofUirysubjeiL. is not one of 
flesh arid blood, but rather an institution which is exrer- 
nal to its members, but which can be iderisifiedexactly by 
Us prograrru internal rules, and merrd>ership lists, or no 
organization is named, but rather a tendency - a cluster 
of indiYidmi subjects - whose state of being is not reliably 
iderUiftaUe and whose program is not a'^iiabie, but has 
to be deduced by interpretation.^^ 

- Radi, an Autonomc comrade from Switzerland 

These two quagmires can be avoided when we ulk 
here about the autonomous•^left. This ii dearly a ten* 
dtney and there is no rigid organization or fiied program. 
The points on which people come togedier are defined by 
the item at suke and change over time. What is meant by 
the Buionofnous-left will be made clear by further read¬ 
ing. 

The autonomous*]eft is not ready for rcvolmioiury 
change, and most autonoinists do not want any solidly 
organized structures. The movement is more an upres- 
slon of rebellion than of resistance to supremacy. In spite 
of occasional tnittativea and claims io the opposite, it is a 
defensive trend * which is not stiprising, given the 
balance of power in Germany. 

The Auu>nomen are a constituent pan of history; 
the movement did not come out of nowhere in 19S0. It's 
no coincidence that it did not spring to life from out of the 
ranki of faaoiy wotkers. It’i no ooincidaice that it’i 
white and almost eaclusively German. It’s ng coinci¬ 
dence that it never has been an explicitly ami-patriarchal 
power with women at the head of iL All of this continues 
as ’white spots’ tn its theory and practice. Oppressive 
relationships within the Auumomeo*! own ranks remain 
invisible, and scjme global ones are only picked up on in 
an abstiaa way with no consequences dnwn. This is 
hardly ever noticed, but the horizon of eaperj ence - which 
has narrow^ because of these white spots - can be filled 
10 the brim by those thanes in which the autonomous left 
is/was strong fie, squatting, anti-nucleai actions, the 
Hafenstrafie, etc). 

The result of these oppressioni becoming invisible 
is, unfoitunaicly, that the movement’s o wn victories and 
the campaigns that go with it are oveiraied. Instead of 
measuring the success of thefight against all oppressions, 
eveiyihing often gcis centred around one’s own self and 
one’s own projecii. Ii’i typical for self-centred move¬ 
ments io possess a wide gap between the situation of 
one's immediate suiroundingt and distant goals and 
Utopias^ because the realizaiion of utopia must be pre¬ 
ceded by the recognilioti of the oppression of others and 
the recogniiion of fighting potentials outside of the one’i 
own suuctures. The less this is done, the more stubborn 
and self*ccnued the movement becomes and the less this 
is noticed. To be left, then, merely becomes gening a 
stamp of approval for one's own projea or life- style and 
not the common opposition against all oppressions and 



solidaniy with all oppressed peoples. (Dte campaign 
around the LMF congress in Berlin in 1988 was a good 
example of at least a partial over-coming of this self* 
certu-edness.) 

The autonomous-left: which class does ii belong 
to? VfTiat gender is it? WTiat ccloor/nationaliiy? 

One by one, then J 

Class position: this is not imended to allow iheprcviou^ly 
critiqued economism back in through a side door; revo¬ 
lutionary “tmihs" cannot be deduced from one’s pos jiiou 
in the production process. But, class position means a lot 
more,for itis adeep-rooied pre-conditioning of aiiitudes- 
Someonc from a working-class family has other experi¬ 
ences and processes these differently than a child from a 
middle-class background. The factory - depending on 
one's class position - is either normal or cxicmal territory- 
in the same way, racist and patriarchal experiences are 
depend ent on da s s. Po liti cal la rg eu f or attacking are also 
influenced by it; left*leaning workers often right a daily 
war agai nsi thei r bo sse s and tho se in command of capital; 
those who hive leisure to study can lake on more global 
activiiies (there’s nothing to be said against cither of 
these!). 

Class positions also deieimme life-styles Csome* 
thing which is often important to Auionomen). Working 
in a factory means you ha veto go to bed early. If you have 
to wear overalls or some company uniform all day, then 
you’re bound to like di^crent clothes than the average 
Auiotiome. If you become an apprentice at age 16, then 
you don’t have much of an opportunity to seilie your self 
over the years into some big city's left scene. The life* 
styles of Autonomen * including female Autonomen ^ are 
inaccessible for many class positions. There are excep¬ 
tions, but they have not greatly influenced the main bo^ 
of the autonomous left and its composition. 

The rather diffuse class positions of the Amod* 
omen, which is cenamly not a workiiiig clasi position, 
creates or coniinuei white spots. Ptotlems of poliiicil 
relaiicns rest partly on ideological elemenu of the Auitm- 
omm, who often see or think of themselves ti ’non* 
working’ (which is often not according to the actual 
conditions). On the other harvi, this self*iniage is due the 
sclf'finandug of the Auionomen by making use of 
money given lo them either by the state or their parents - 
and this has much to do with class posiuon. 

Strikes by industry workers arc seen as external 
events, so long ts there is no major media interest or no 
cops are involved. The Importance of state repression is 
rather over-stresses while economic violence is undcr- 
eslimaied. Vr’hat is hai^iening in small lirmi and big 
factories in icrms of rationalization or ^mall sabotage 
wars Is only know to a few Auionoine specialists. Knowl¬ 
edge of the (intemaLional) linkage of capital and restiuo- 
turing is learned from economics courses rather than 
from the workers’ perspective. Other ways . f fighung 
and showing solidarity, common amongst workeri of 
both genders. Usually disappears into the white spou. 
This often leads to a general dcnunciaiLion of workers as 
being Stupid blockheads who only have themselves So 
blame if they have to go to work each day, 

“A patriarchal guy cannot be a leftlsL” 

- any feminisi 

The gender of the autonomous-left; while class positicjo 
and whiteness have not been made into problems for the 
autonomist movement, the same cannot be said of fts 
patriarchal structures. ITiai Is the work of women’s Uf- 
gantzations and feminist criiicisms. The so-called 'gen¬ 
der neutrality* of the left was exposed as being based on 
male brotherhoods; the liberation of the worker w«, 
indeed, just the liberation of the male worker, the left as 
an alleged liberated zone and mode] for utopia was 
brought back down lo earth by the reality of ('private*) 
relationships between men and womtm. If you look atthe 









exient of ihis cnticism, it’5 no wondw Lhai ii had to fight 
iis way through Lhc left againi and again, even the aulono- 
mo Ui-left. 

Three cj.£.Tip]es from the past 20 ye^s: 

can see uba a concrete slab you have in froui of 
)our faces, because you can’t sec ihai wiihoui your 
doings that people are o rg ani£ing, and in numbers which 
you would ihini: to be the beginning of ihc Red Dawn if 
only they were workers.^ 

* Hclkc Sander, at an SDS confcren<* in the iaie-60s 

‘‘A carnival of feminists, moving through the area, play¬ 
ing pvop music, dressed up, throwing paint and smelling 
w iih the stench of a foul ideology" ^ thi i is how^ the KSW, 
at that time the largest Mandst-LcEiiiust organization, 
described e women's demo, Fcmmists. according to the 
K3W, Were “indeed reactionary'* and had to be “fought 
mereilesily". Nowadays, the old cadres of the ICBW are 
in the "realo* wing of the Green Parry, 

In i 989, a sirategy paper forthe**KadikaJeLinke** confer¬ 
ence was released which didn't even mention fcminisi 
theory* Only after much protest was this added, but 
according to many pactidpanti, the feminist coniiibu- 
lions were not really lisicned to, at least not by^ the old left 
chairperson I- 

The consequence of these contra dictions can be 
up in another quoutiom 

“Auionomeorianiijuion was csp>eclil!y stressed againn 
the traditionai left organizations, u-bc always claimed 
Icadersliip, with regard to organizing, ideology, and 
pTOgram. The feminlfi claim to autonomy in thij sccue 
means the rejection of all lendencies that subordinaie the 
women*t question and the womcn*s movement to other, 
teemingly more general themes or movementa. The au- 
loncmous orgaiiizarioii of women ii the e^tpresiioo of 
their wish to mike ih^ qualitaiivety different charecter 
and identity inio an indcpendcni power base for the 
femimsi movemeiiL" 

* Maria Mies 

Some mile Amrmomen don't Ici their ammdei 
surface openly - for dicy would be aoacked by women * 
so they decide the imanesi ihmg to do li to be ‘neuirer 
lowards women*! posiiioni, 'Ihis neutrality prevents 
elathe* with the women 't siruccurti, w-hiefa have become 
stronger, bm it doesn't do much lo change these itroc- 
tyres or their consciousnesses. Did altitudes arc just 
masked over and qpporumitiet for violence still cxici, ai 
many examples unfortunaicly show* 

'‘iriul DOW, it denunciation of ihis hai been moraljitic 
in tone, and this theme it preferably left in the hands of 
sociaj worker! and psychologists* In any case, it is not a 
pan of their politics. Not at all in tbe entire lefi, and 
certainly not for guyt, Whit I en\ition for the mk^ 
suucmres is dm we women donand from the guys that 
ihcy cope politically and in in organized mannerwith the 
violence against women eicrdsed by them and their 
gender in society. They have to wort ii over, thint about 
it, and decide if they want to be a pan of the probteni or 
a pan of the sdutioii." 

(from I letter by a woman in the disaission) 

Anti-ptiriarchil oiucism, picked tjp by irten^ has 
the same Uck of credibility as is expressed in the ooming 
quotation by Cheryl Benard about ibe anti-ricin behavr* 
our of whites. But uoraiihsunding that, posiiions have to 
be made kno^Ti, because only then can critidimi be 
made. And criticism is necessary for change. Guilty 
silence Or soft-taking is no good in critical times. 

Those plicci where women's structures are less 
active, the white spots arc especially large. But hostility 
to theory also pliys a role here, because the oppressive 
relaiioaships which men cannot experience for them- 

IS 


selves can only be known through theory (with practical 
con sequenoei following frcim this, of course). Hostility 
towards theory is then fell -ery much according to gender 
with immediate results for the relation between men and 
w omen on the left. 

The more absiraa ttJLs by Autonomen on Eiraic- 
gics and glebal issues art i. so put into a feminist context 
in ihe amount that such elements were introduced by 
women. Usually there are just a few remarks about 
patriarchy fracc" is virtually non-exisicnt as a category), 
and even these seem as though they were stuck in at the 
last minute, rather than having come about through real 
ihoughi-ou* politics. The —portance and extent of paui- 
archa! oppression is more or less lost. 

“The white offers his rcjecuon of ihe ruling values as 
proof of I commonness of interest and puts problems in 
more categories that affect both “rices'* (alicnaiion, 
capitalism, etc.}, but this only credible to a point, because 
his duty cm never be like that of a black person*s and 
because he can still make use of the privileges of his 
“race". The weaker one is then dependent upon the 
insight of the powerful, ir^Tead of upon their violence*" 

- Cheryl Bemrd 

"nie autonomous-left in Germany is equipped with 
its privileges of w'hitenefi, whether it wants this or nou 
The fact that such poientiilly racist white spots are begin¬ 
ning to be discussed witLri the women^s movement has 
not yei touched the auiorfomous left as a whole. But no 
one will daim that ju ^riite spots are In less need of 
correoion. ,Ajiti-r»dsi campaigns, such as those against 
Shell and Daimler in South Africa, are ail well and good 
* but they are not proof of the contrary* This solidarity is 
practised from a disunct from which those being ad¬ 
dressed can hardly reach individual leftists with their 
domand^ and criticisms* This solidaniy is given accord^ 
ing to local rules and w\± the perpetuaiion of the usual 
bduviour. It does not demand anyihing new, since these 
campaigns uc regarded « ihe same as any other earn* 
paign. 

This is differenLthan solidari^ with those suffering 
from racism in their owii neighbouibood. These people 
are able to come tn and quesijon the poliuci and life¬ 
styles of the Autooomcn (for extinpie, one illegal unmi* 
gram from Chiic wondered w-hy a leather jacket and a 
kafia immediaiely signned one was i leftist). "Hiese 
people would nouce the white spots. For instance: 

“Leftisls could doi imagine that refugeesAmmigrants 
could possll^y waul anything else iJiiin trying to be like 
them; whai ibey would prefer is a free-spirited, socialist, 
intemaiicfialiit, colonized intmi grant, Muslim, fet¬ 
ishist, or Jew ” 

- Menuiii 


For more than 20 years, millions of immigra-nts and 
refugees have lived in West GennaTty. They were never 
present in the movcmcnl in '6S, nor did they join ihc ranks 
of the Auionomen. This was partly because they didn't 
want to, and aJso partly because of iheir class posiiionr^ 
Many immigrajits disappeared into the private realm 
ifier gelling jobs, and also into organizations focusing or: 
iheir country of origin. Bui the "racial" neutrality of tht 
German left has also made Lhem invisible, and they haver- 
only played a role in a few groups and campaigns. Linked 
ID a Eurocemrit method of anilysis, racisms were only 
seen ss due to capiialist insligallon or nazi-like ideolo¬ 
gies; that these racisms represent authentic oppression^ 
and have evoked ways of life just as auiheniic was 
overlooked. 

immigrant communities here are seen as the result 
of racisms, and eommunicaiion w ith them has never bwr 
sought or forced. The reason for Uus is probably that theT'^ 
autonomous-left- and not it alone - has had a patetTialisdc 
auitude towards, for example, the “Turks". Without anj 
knowledge of their structures, their habits in actions, oi 
their legitimate fears of the (to them) foreign cops. cam-*—- 
paigns arc mourned and pushed through. The usual argu¬ 
ment that most Turkish people don't want any coniacr 
with the German left overlooks the fact that solidarity't* 

only possible between equal sides - sides ihai need u _ 

know each other. And not every personal contaci has to 
be a political one right away. Friendship is based on 
respect And ihis is just w^hat many people don'i feel fo: 
the "Turks", 

A few'more example? of ihe typical errors of judge-"^ 
ment caused by racist while spots and Eurotentrisro: 
under restructuring, it's not the “racc*'-neutrflJ worker 
that are ihe first to be fired, but rather ihe non-Geimans 
in the "Third World", it isn't a "racc*'-neuiral sub^cUsi— 
that is starving, but poorblacks; there is such a thing is the 
Tern in I za lion* of poverty, but in Germany, the ‘Turkiz* 
tion* of poverty usually comes first; state violence is no 

“ race''*ineutr4l ly dine taed at a 11 those thai res ixi, but rathe_ 

first and foremost against foreigners, who get in more 
trouble and longer jail sentences. This list could easily be 
extended. 

VIII 

’Theprobiem ofuniiy rests on the definition oft he 
That means that only people who identify their enemy u 
at least a very similar way can hope to unite theb — 
powers.’* 

- Neville Alexanda:^ 

From these pages of criticisms of w-hite spots, th:._ 

demand for consequences arises* But, we don't want to 
fall inig the old trap of thinking up shrewd plans and then 
w'aiting for them to be carried ouL Here are jun a few 
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In t}iis itcond addendum, time arid space constric¬ 
tions maie it impossible to correct all of the faults m 
•■Three Into One", But a few of these miitikcs need to be 
pointed out, and these can serve as examples for pcssiblc 
ways of broadening and improving ihe triple oppression 
discussion. 

First, two considerable errors: 

T^e paper “Three Into One" completely lickj any 
critique from the movement of disabled personi coiicem< 
Ing notions of progress and produedonitm, which pans 
of the left have taken from bourgeois ideology. The left- 
wing notion oft tnopia where people are freed from 
sorry and sadness" conuins “a hidden form of violence 
which, at the very latest, comes out into the open when 
therapeutic vigour reaches iia limits, because the *pa'> 
uenia* ate proven lo be resistant to therapy. (...) There is 
no room for old, sick, disabled, and socially ■dcviani’ 
petiont in this human picture. They again find them- 
selves on the lowest rung of the ladder of social kierarehy 
of worth, and their very status as people is questioned. It 
is at this point that thedeath-fantaaics and the death-plaiis 
of new and old *euthanaiji' propagandisti comes into 
pUy. (...) The dogmatic developcnojt of productive force 
IS the motor of the process of biftodcal evolution pre- 
vmu a discussion of the laual content and quality of 
■social and technological progress*. And bi those places 
where people failed to follow the logic of historical 
development or who did not sadsfy the demands of a 
sodalisi woiken* society, commuiust economiiis at¬ 
tempt to adapt ihcse persons to the conditions and to 
intervene in their improvemeni - perhaps through the use 
of heredity and human biology. Even left-wing utopias 
with perfected *new people* must, agakut this b^- 
ground, be questioned on account of the implications of 
their subItEmna] fonns of violence." (from “Deadly Eih- 
jcs - Contributioiii Agatnit Buthanaiia and Hugenici", 
libertarian Atsoctadoi] Publi^en). Such on examina- 
tiod did not take place in "Three Into One**. 

Another iigmflcant error in “Three bio One" was 
the unduly brief discus ttOQ of mui-temidinL Inthepaper, 
ttnu-aemitism wu treated as m donent of National- 
Soculiim, thus oitiing off its cenDiiy-old history both 
bdore and after Ausdtwitjc Racums tn Germany canoct 
be understood, at least not completely, without lecogni^ 
ing the perscanion of Jews. Apart from ihe ticcrsi m on 
ihe eommunift resistance in **Three hso One”, there was 
no expressive dticripiion of the stiug^es of Jewish 
partisaDi and ghenD-ftghiters who resisted the dcstrucdoci 
madiineiy. These are vividly described in the reflediooi 
of Bernard Goldaiein (“The Stars Are Witocssei"), 
Mbek Eddmra (Xoming Before GoeQ, and oifacn. 

In. iubsequenl discuisiooi betweea the origmal 
inidaiore of “Three Into One", two pomts came to light 
whidi I can only describe from my pouti of view here; It 
is of cheo retied ligniftcance, whether tnii-senuiuin, ai it 
appears in “Three Into One", can be property described as 
a “special foim*’ of redsm, or if it has a gteatcr lignifi- 
cance and extent in the form of "ami-semiiic strocmrci'*. 
Or does thu strab the notion, and aren^t the aspecu of 
"aroi^teinitic itnicmrej** then brought into line with the 
fundamcmal ftruduref of triple c^^ssion? On this 
lecood point,the various pohdcal biogripluet iniei- 
esta of the panicipanti in the dUcoitioD detrty played i 
role. Thii cooeema an asietsmeni of left-wing uai- 
Ziocdsni as it came about as part of Palestiniait solidarity 
work in the eoniext of the new anri'^impcrialism of the 
60s. li is to this origmal suiting point that Imusi align my 
opinions of certain icuDai and oommuniques from car^' 
lief this year - in particular igainsi tboK duisg the Gulf 
War who sought to write off solidarity woik u "The sin of 
■68crt" WbethcT the coocepc of and-Zionism is still 
Uiefol or not is a secondary question. 

1t*i erocia] that any critique of Itncl not be tainied 
by inh-semiiic rcirntment, but rather deal with concrete 
facts like eapulstoni and land leiziires carried om by 


Zionist seoJers in Palestine, the massive repression of the 
Inlifads, [he bombing of refugee camps, Israeri support 
of military dicutorthips and of South Africa, and Israers 
role Si a nuclear power and a crodal NATO outpost. 
These ihuigSTnustberememberedin 1993, because some 
old-leftists want to use generalizaiions and Uicoretically 
lavish inti-scmihc notions to make all mliques of Israel 
impossible. (To prevent any tnisunderslandingg: Hiere 
are no such old-lcftisii involved in "Three Into One**.) 
Despite all of the differences on these individual ques¬ 
tions, it's clear nonetheless that "Three Into One" does 
not take into consideration die importance and eontinual 
need of a leftist (self-)crilique of anii-setnitism. 

As for the more geaerel and less serious mistakes in 
"Three Into One": 

The division which takes place in triple oppression, 
v^ithodi diffcroidatioii, of “different categories of op^ 
preasion; exploitation, margimUizationt poweriessncis, 
oiltuni imperialism, and violence" is more aci expres¬ 
sion of laziness than anything else. (see"Herrenvolk...", 
page 553) These categories are not compleit, and, at the 
level of fundamental itructures, they can be made known 
and combinetL The coacepi of “oppreiaioti" needs to be 
formulated in a more concreie way in a more in-deptb 
discussion. 

Ju^ criridsmi have been made (by LUPUS and 
othen), namely that "Three Into One" speiki about 
repressive relations, but without desoibing tbc intemal 
aspects of the rubjecti which live in these relaticnt and 
which reproduce them. This gives the impreaiion that 
there it a “tide opposite to the coniiadicaioni" within 
individuals, as tf the “net" did not, in fact, penrtrate the 
very heaiti and minds of individual sul^erts. There istoo 
great i demand In "Three Into One** for relstkms to be 
destroyed, one which is not tied to a process of emand- 
p^on for individuali. Whai Individual forms of living 
are revolutioaaiy under triple oppressfan? What would 
revolnriom look like if ihey were waged ^ong lEncs of 
emandpaiory living? 

It would be wrong to offer a proposal of a mono- 
Eithic subject, one which is given tks unbroken identity by 
meatis of its positloa in sodc:^. Consdouancss and de^ 
nial an not " pfet equiiites of thepolirioa] process", rether 
they are fbst "tied to one another through material condi- 
tions, experiences, world'^viewi, mditlonal intcipreu- 
lioas of one* I Eltoatioa (day*to*day ctmsdousness) and 
•value*, and thus th^ Hrat bco«ne mentioned as effec¬ 
tive political ■inteiesu*. 'Objective* social positiooi and 
their conD C tf cd experiences are firit translated imo a 
complex and oontradictoiy anangeznenc of 'mteresti'." 
And since "cveiy individual takes part m a whole leries 
of lodal relatioaslups (privileges and pppressiom), it is 
aplunJiiy qf deseiminations v^di builds tbc poiiriod^ 

of each individual subject. Every mdividuaJ Is, tbutfore, 
necessarily muM-ficeted and beterogeneoui." (Hindi, 
"Capital! sro or Altematlve?") Since feclingi and "bidden 
aspects of personality "have u mfhicnce oo thoughts and 
praxis, triple opprcisbn must be a lubjed of politica] 
psychology. If analysii always referred bade to the lodal 
coilHdcs of the subject's inner* struclures, then tl 
wouldii'lhave asyihing to do with fount of psychology. 

Anotber flawed uotion is the use of tenn *'whhe 
spou" in “Tbite Into One". Atibough it*i true that there 
are many in ourtmderstindmg andthit mIstaJeet are 

often earned by ignorance, the use of "white spots" bu 
"Three Into Que" is about much more than just this. 
"Hiteit of truch" ^.King) depend on one's subjective 
reality and are tied to a means of recognizmg one's 
intcruts. These means of recognition are not imperfect 
reflecdoas of the real world in the form of subjective 
thoughts, but imther they ire a minner and mcam of 
making roiLtiu "mvifible". 

Therefore, fiUmg b a "while spot" does not mem 
ill ling b a picture vdth learned mfomiation, but raiher it 
menu openmg a gate to ways of thinkbg and acting 
which wu proviouily closed and understaiKlbg new 


worldi and steking to live b them* Thii doesn’t just 
change a piece of the "map" of an mdividual or of ihe left 
in general, but rather it's &b<tut changing our entire 
subjective and collective reality. 

The calls for solidarity and “selflessness” which 
were issued in “ThreeInto One" are occasionally lokesi to 
be a call for "representative politics". But along with ihe 
use of the notion of "selflessness", consiemaiicQ politics, 
with its politeness and contbual consequence of being 
splbtered by each subjective location, needs to be criU- 
tiz&L The error inherent tn “selflessnes*" is that h im¬ 
plies an unspoken division between the “self* and the 
"oLher". It would be more correci to speak of m “associa¬ 
tion of relationi" m which the "self* is alwayi preami 
and developbg itself, because it recognizes ‘The oihera" 
as pan of the same relaiion ti iuclf. In o^r words: 
Openness^ openmg yourself up and leanung from people 
and relaiioni beyond the conTinei of your immediate 
experience, and driwmg personal and pnoical conse¬ 
quences from this it by no means a form of “repfesenia- 
live politics", lait rather i consciouily practised fonn of 
solidarity by lubjecu. 

The affairs, struggles, and wishes of those who used 
lo be the "othtn" no w become your own, without forget¬ 
ting or repTOduemg your own privileged differences or 
those condidont that affect your own point of departure* 

It would have been good to have mcluded a longer 
section on new inti-inq>erialiimm “ Three Into One", one 
which dealt with nationalisms and some examples of the 
relationship betw^een the metropolei and the Throe Con- 
tinenti. A section with discussions conioinmg onti-patri-' 
orchal contributions from men, or one on the knowledge 
and experiences of leftists from the former-DDR coa- 
cemmg raciimj and patriarchy would have been Impor- 
lant as weU. But the inidaiort of “Three Into One" were 
not able to do this, or [hey had no diincn links in these 
themes - but this shouldn't stop inyoDc else ffom fUHpg 
b these gaps at some poinL 

b conduiion, evoi if thii can only be memioDed in 
passing, there it lomethlng else which is fundamental to 
day-to-day woik and which often geu fotgottot befaiiui 
the mountab of problems as5Qciated with i dlscoislon of 
triple oppresiion. PamatlarJy b a time when the righi- 
wmg and its ideology arc on the rise, It* s mdispaiafalc that 
die notion of “left-wing" needs to be filled with t new 
identity conienL The core of that which imderatands iuclf 
If “leff-wbg” can best be phrased in thii famous lifie 
from Maix: “...changing all rtlationi, m whieba persoct ii 
a humiliaied, subjugated, abaDdcacd, uid despised pies- 
tnecr 

The triple oppression analysis docs not simp^ 
critique the leftin umvertaiism of "changing all rela- 
iioni" expressed above, rather it critSquet much mote, 
namely that (old) leltitti were never ooirect b their own 
universtlin analyses- For them» “a pexson" mearo a 
while, male, metropolitan worker * and they only tooght 
to change Ihe rtUdemt which opprcaa hinL 

In contrtft to this false, "inviiiblc-mildtig" univer- 
laBim, the triple oppreasion tnalyrii recognirei three 
fundamemal aspects to dombation and respecia the au¬ 
tonomy of women, btocka, and wotkm^, ms well ti their 
own critiquei of relations and iheir own (ielf*>ofgiiuza- 
don. But this is certainly i proldem whidi can be solved 
both theoretically and ptacrically, namely: Where ia tlm 
border between a univmaJiit strategy of “chongbg all 
relations" and a respect for lUtonomy and other peoplei* 
chosen path to this chongbg of relariona? And more 
importamly still: How caa thii border be erased? 

In the quoudoQ fiom Marx cited above, “a person 
is a hitherto simply undemood, but never yet readied, 
condirion, one which can only be realized b a lociexy 
which negates lU judgemeiui of geadert, 'races', and 
classes. One that d^es the hitherto dommant rronn 
which not only determbei peoples* behaviour, bus olio - 
by means of its deep roots - their needs md drearmu" 
(Ingrid Sirobl, “Fear of the Qiills of Freedom") 

Klaus Viehmarm - Weri Prison, Febroory 1993 
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more general ihoughu and *ug£«iions to mitt thii 
p^T somtihing more than juiL uifneihitig to be filed 
away in an archive- Tht dcfmiiion of the enemy can be 
more complete with the aniJ) si^ of triple opprtision- Aji 
mccmplcie recogniiion of the enony always leads lo a 
short-coming in liberation simgglu and uiopiai. Either 
the enony is diminubed in Its radal aspect and the 
liberation of blacks is negiccied, oi the paiharchal tspeci 
is passed over tod the oppr^^sion of women rtmiuns, or 
the capiuJist aspect is not seen and ibc workers (and 
others) have to niffer. 

Urgent consequences of triple oppression: 

~ The cons CIO uiaeis of the unpoisLbdity of the separation 
of fighu against all oppreasiocs. 

- The consci003:06S5 of eppressiom uid kmwing whose 
pnvileged/opj«s*in| side you arc otu 

- Rcjecimg the orimtation wiiicb focusea on yoor own 
intcrestt in such i way that oppresilom th*f don^ affect 
the left in ihii country so moch are seen aa more impor¬ 
tant 

□aims to penena] happiness must be measured 
agiinrt those of the lessprivileged^rbeoldcontiadicticiin 
beeweco a straiegy of one^s own Eberadon in life and 
surroundings and a selfless rirvoluiionarylaboar in oppo¬ 
sition lo distant oppressiom has always been prusii in 
ebe amonomw left. Taking triple oppreuion teriously 
would lead to one choosing die laner, 

Concemung the inner stjuciuits of the mioDoinous- 
left, the need arises from triple oppression for autonomist 
orgamzationt which are bas^ xm oppresskitu within and 
outside of the ttiLonomous left The women*i movement 
bai ilreidy fought md reached this antonoeny, and rather 
than w^aiung to convince the le^ it has created hi own 
power base, 11511 if a prerequjsiie for change, because 
micmaUy oppressive reladcsuhipf are also violent icla- 
DOQshipt. These cannot be dunged hannonlooily, but 

only by ihifting forces. If this hidn' I b^so fkne, wtmen' 1 

positjooj would a« have hem put duough to today. The 
acknowledgosent of triple oppreuion would also de^ 
mand an autooomouj organlfuujoii of worker) both in- 
ckle and outside the autononaaui left so dijt i|]^ 
thxough their pofiuons. Whai'i mom, the mtoDoaioui- 
left has to move more to tbe fom b the fight agabst 
capital. Unfortnoatdy, the exinmg wodcei*' groups are 
too an i n And last but not least, triple ofpreuioD also 
dsnindi the Orgeoization of Don-Gcnnam. Bladcfp and 
uxunlgranta. Odly on ihc basis of vadoos forms of antoa* 
orny it a unity possible whkh U not posseasfve, esnbrac* 
mg, or imequaL 

Alliances can betier be foaacd otE of ort'g own 
nrength than out of the need created by weakneai. Here 
again: Frioidslib ^ baaed os reapeo. The white left as a 
wholehaj tiadiiioiULily hadatendm^totiimkoliiself u 
potseasmg a camplete and rigid view of the tnah. Aa 
admo wledgcment of triple oppreuioD, bomvas, results 
in the rcaiizatia) that *ochmi^ {icoor£ng to gendes, 
^race" and dass position) alio have expetieocet of 
o^reisiou and resisiuKe, experiences, bowevci. which 
are not subjecrively open to ns and which can only 
pemalJy objectively learned. 

Autonomy means imdeta tandnig that any iodivid- 
QiJ or group OB only decide for itself bow it mu lo 
d^cad luctf. Tsantltted, meant an end to Eorocen- 
iric ideology md “mUsionaiy coEvdousness” This pre¬ 
requisite sdflcuQeii - evst if ooly panly realized, be> 
OQse m a revohmemafy njovcmeni, nich a moral should 
have its value - is not only i moral category. Rather, it 
should be in expression of ihe loxovlt^ge that libeimtioa 
can only eiiii by removing all oppreuions, thus hismore 
of a polidcal category. To be moit concrete: the enemy, 
in the guise of the West German system, is chnging, at 
the head of the new supeqnwer Europe; into a dearer 
form. C^iuUst exploitadou (especially m the former 
DDR) and Gammy's Impcriiliil influoicc are ihaiply 
oo the rise. Ahbougb iii hutl to conceive of any potiible 
berease, the cootzadjetions with ntpea lo "Thini 


Wo rid** are sharper now, too. Racisms arc changing and, 
on ihe whole, gelling stronger: against Turkish people, 
Rci= 3 and Sind, Poles, Victtiamese, and people from 
Mezambique. AJso^ women arc being forced back into 
the households and out of the positions they have gained 
for ihemselvcs. This is d] obvious and well-known, so we 
donT need to go into further detail here. 

All thesechanges can be analyzed as oppressions in 
light of triple oppression, and they can be undcnu>od as 
a whole and fought againsL But this is dependent upon 
the realUation that it*t unpossiblc to sepaiale these fighij 
and LQ ignore the (organizational) consequencei these 
fights imply. 

The aim of this paper is to make this recognizable 
and to perhaps push the process along i Utile further, 
Hopefully this has been made clear. 

First Add end um 

In the summer of 1990,1 put together, in a writieB 
foun, the preceding discussiCHi, which I had witbwomai 
and a few men who had been writing to roc or visiting roe 
for y cars. The dUcuision took pj aoe under the oondiii oni 
of my iroprisonmenL This discussion was also very time- 
coniunimgand.forpraciicEl reasons, unavoidably vague 
OQ cenain points^ The rexulla were then discussed once 
more and edited until everyone felt that they could be 
published. But this ii still ■ discuss ion paper, not all of the 
parts of all of the individual discussion papers are in- 
duded m theLr ouirety in this paper. 

We then mimded to distribute this paper without 
Mjjy author'* nime being listed, so that the comeot might 
speak for itself, Bui upon reileciion, we noted that, in the 
antouomous-ldt ipecmim, (authon*) names seem to be 
jcviitblc, in other words, by notintnyouing any name, it 
makei it seem like it it supposed to be a iccrei who the 
p^jer came from. Bui the fact th at only my tsiroc is signed 
to the paper ihouldn’t hide the f«t that I eocounimd 
many problemi, Oift from promptings frem women, and 
chsi from fenakutt text* and lexii from the black move-' 
man. 

These tofluenc^ are -1 hope • strongly recogniz- 
ihie ia Ihii texL Even the leworidng of ^ original 
coUeedem of discusitons was a oo-produedon; but thii 
shouldn't serve to defied aj^ future cridetsms from 
royielf. Btn reaaious should also not (only) land on my 
desk b my cell, because the triple oppression discussion 
D e e d s to progreai opoily and ctot remain stuck in a drcle 
of insidera. 

Over the last six months, the di scossion of “Three 
Into One” bar continued; the question o| uiopias, which 
cm reach out beyond the icene-gbetto, play* an equal 
rule m this dlioisrion along with a careful analy six of the 
reianonsh^ between the Three Continents and themeun- 
polt* in tht capitalisi world syiiEm. And there ii md 
always will be the pennaaent question of to what degree 
mm, particularly white men, can parriclpate m a disco*, 
ibcs of ibemci which primarily concern wdrocn, par- 
ricnlarly women of colour. 

The results of iMs discussion can't be siunmarized 
with “Yes'* or “No” answers. Maybe diere will be another 
discosiiocL paper lata on. Another aspect of this paper ii 
the following; ThistexiU an example of bo wdiscustions 
are tod could be conducied between pritoncre md ihose 
OQ the oinside. 

Klaus Viehmuulf 
Wcii Prison, Jinuary 199! 

Second Addendum 

This new print-run was prompted by the discus* 
mi5 of tbepasi two and half yean, up uniil ibe md of the 
S£k, suBimaiiiJod under the title of “Tliree Into One”. The 
md of ihe DDR and the USSR, the war in the fonner 
Yugoslivia, md the Gulf War had not yet ukm place. 


"Three Into One” came into being before Hoyoswerda” 
before Rostock, and before the wave of fasdsi anadet 
against refugee!, disabled persons, homeless people 
gays, and leftists. 

In ihe last two or three years, the simatioo on thT' 
remnants of the (autonomous-)left has also changed; the 
devdopments with the R2 and RAF are jlist one exaropi 
of how slim the gap j* between radical change ar 
disorienLaiion. Originally, “Three Into One” wax merely— 
supposed to preserve a longer discussion in a written 
foim, whose publishing wxj praoticaily i coincidence 
md whose initiaiora bad never really counted on a broa 

circulation. Many things in “Three Into One” areodyju'_ 

sketched out, only just begun, because triple oppreision 
and crili qy es of rad sm were new te rritory in the Germany 
of the late-£Os, thus there were hardly any German 
language discussions of this. TTie other iiijuaton, bein 
were more praxis-oricnied, and I, compelled to theory by““ 
my lutus as a prisoner, often siood elueleai when faced 
with ihc complexiiiei of tht problems we were dealir, 
with and of the consequential adaptation of the uipl 
oppression ccmclusiona to the reality of the world, - 
leftist theory and praxis, and, last but noi least, to our- 
selvci in our own discussions. We did nothave,i»r do w* 
now have, my knowledge of all of the aspeo* of h 
fundamental stiuemres: class-oppression,‘patriarch; 
racisms; we cenainly dooT have any knowledge of 
endless interrelaiioni. 

“Three Into One” was and is i ditemsion paperm 
a critique of leftist realitici, and, ■* inch, is cm oever b 
completed. It is cerUinly not a reference work for peopiB^ 
to lake from ii only those bits that they need. 

The core of the paper^ namely the propagirion f ' 
the triple oppress ion analysis as a means ofbcncringoi 
understanding of soda! totality and the interrclatioi.^ 
bctweai anii-capMiit, anii-pauiarchal, and ami-raciii 
theory and praxis, ronain* the same. The changes anr! 
events of this past year have shown once again th 
significance of this. Natignalismi, for example^ are n 
placing tradJtJoiial analyses, md the abemtkma whids 
are putting a humaninic faceon ImperialtEm in the mindi 
of (foTmer) leftist ipeak for theauelve*. The rise of ti.^ 
rlght*wtng and its ideology can't be fought against wii 
anti-fascist ptrategie* from the 20i and 30s, which knew 
nothing of and-patriarehal critiquei and even less of 
(new) criiiques of radims. The intemBl nructum of ih 
AulOBOroe-scene, which were clearly anacked m “Thre 

Into One”, need to be critiqued * sadly, no less lo toda__ 

than a few yean ago. 

The reacdoM to “Thiw into One” wwt gcnera]]v 
selective and the paper was interpreted as being “ami 
racisi", with critique* of capitalism and pairiaidry bcin- 
superseded by this actual theme. It would be abincr iion^ 
if the change from the old “mBin ccmtiadictbii" of dais 
ftroggle was rewarded with the intidioui inttodnoion o 
■ new "main oontredictioD”, racinn^. 

The proposed “Del-like" model of thought in^ 
"Three into One" was teen a* an unprovemcna erver bi¬ 
polar popoMli and moDO-^causal thought. Of cxkorte,: 
net is a picture taken from mechaiiicf and can i]cve;i 
give full rq3rcscniaxion to the complexiiiei of iripU, - 
oppression. But w a proposal, it represents loinc progress 
from simplistic "top/boctom” icheme* and, ihos, it stil^ 
useful. 

In ‘Three Into Oxie'', concepts were used whid 
were actually given new content for use in the triple^ 
oppression analysis. For example, the “definitioni'* of 
various simgglci which were given were bad, and the; 
made divisions where diviiiotii should noi (now) bi 
made. Even the political concept '*bUck" can't be univer” 
sally deftned, because tome mjgTOli and Jewish women 
donT fit into the usual definition of “blati"* 

The fact that such example* of impTcciiion art 
inftiicd in thepiper, even up to thii day, is by th- „ 

piiadoxicaJ difficulty that new concepu fim come into 
being with a new praxis arid a new understanding, while 
the old, existing concepu can T be fully adapted to thi 
new praxis and this new understanding. 
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Colonialism, 

\-ansr£/^ 



and 

English Only 



by Jimmy Emerman 

“Open up. This is Aic language police. We’re invcsdgaiing arepon 
of Spanish speakers m chis apamnenL” 


■ ^ A futuristicsd-fi nightmare? Perhaps, but in 1988, two years after English 

was declared the official language of the state of California, Ladna and FilipirLa 
A ^ nurses at the UniveisiiyofCalifornia San Frandsco Hospital were repritnaaded 

for speaking Spanish and Tagalog on the Job. The courts eventually overmmed d e 
English-only workplace rules, but data “libesal” employer such as amajor university 
" would consider such rules in Itself had chlEing implicadons. 

A naiionwide movement whose proclaimed goal is making English the "official 
language* of the U.S, is spreading In virtually every state where this idea has brought 

to a popular vote, voters have overwhelmingly approved the measure. 

The English Only Movement bases its appeal on a seemingly innocuous and obvious idea— 
thar, as the glue that holds the U.S. together, the importance of English should be codified In law 
and proteaed. But scratch ever so slightly and blind patriodsm and racim ooze to the surface. From 
concert-goers in Boston ydl tng for Linda Ronstadt to “sing in English" to Los Angdes school teachers 
demanding an end to bilingual education, the English Only movement is a breeding ground for radsiiL 
Although most people, incl uding many who support English Only, don*r realize it, the movement is 
integrally tied to a U.S. state strategy evolved during the Reag^ ycajs. Its goals were to con tain and overcuin 
the process of revolution in Central America and undermine any potential support for narionat liberaoon 
struggles within the U.S. —^particularly among Mexican people along the 1,000 rnilc border- Ai the same time, 
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English Only rq?rcscnts the continuation of a SOO-ycar 
hUtor>’ of European colonization of non^whitc people 
in this hemisphere and its attendant chauvinism and 
arrogancCi captured in this quote from Tlieodore 
Rcxjscvclt; 

We h^vt room for but one language Ln this country 
and that is the English language^ for ’we intend to see 
that the a^dble nims our people out as Amen cans, of 
American narionali ty, and not as dwellers in a polyglot 
boarding house. 

Colonial ism, an attack on the sovereignty ofa people, 
vi o I ates every aspea o fthe co! o n iai sub;ea*s person al i ty. 
Its chains indudean ideology ofsuperioricy ajid inferi- 
orityi domination and submission, encoded in law, 
media, education, and other forms of culnire. If all goes 
as planned, this sense of infeiorlry becomes embedded 
in the psyche of the colonized person, 

La.nguage is a key weapon in this war. The language 
ofthe colonizer repre^nts the'"pinnacle of civilization,'' 
Thai of die “native,” “barbarism.” Fiam Fanon, whose 
reflecrions on colonialism seeded national liberation 
theory around the worid, observed: 

Every colonized people — in other words, every 
people in whose soul an mferiori^ complex has been 
created by the death and burial of its local cultural 
onginality— finds i tself fooe to face with the language 
of Ae dvillzing nacon; Aat is, wi A the culture of Ac ■ 
mother country. The colonized is elevated above his 
jungle status in proportion to his adoption of Ac 
moAcr counoy's cultural standards* He becomes 
wKito- as he rtnoimoes hjs blackness, his jungjc.* 

This dynamic of cultural imperialism and cultural 
rGistance is a constant cheme in the histoty of African* 
Indigenous, and Spanish-speaking peoples colonized by 
AeU,S* 

BIACK ENGUSH AND SLAVERY 
The African slave trade tcpres«ted Ac first need to 
control language. In order to mlntmiae Ac risk of 
rebellion on board Ac slave ship®, slaving captains had 
a oonsdous scraiegy of placing speakers of different 
African languages togeAer» preventing communica- 
tiofL Captain William Smith, in A Neu^ to 

Gulma. in 1744, described how by "having some of 
every Son on board, Acre will be no more UkelAocd 
of Arir succeeding in a Plot, Aan offinishing AcTower 
of Babd.*'^ Once Africans arrived in Ae Americas, slave 
makers had Aejob of preparing Acm forlife as chattel. 
Among oAer techniques, Acy would foAld Ac speak¬ 
ing of African languages and separate babies from Aeir 
parents, so Aat new generations would fi>rg« Arir 
African roots. 

In Ac clutAes of slavery, separated from others of 
Aeir tribe, Africans developed a new language, Black 
English, utilizing a combination of English and 
Africanisms and mai ning many grammatical struaures 


of African language Black English, or Ebonics, is Ac 
language spoken by many Black people in Ae U.S. 
today. In Ae South Carolina Sea Islands, physical 
isolation allowal for Ac purest preservation of Ae 
original plantation creole. This language, Gull A, is still 
spoken by about a quaner of a million Blacks, who 
retain tremendous pride in Aeir language. In the words 
of J incy Hunter, a 70 year old Gu!!A speaker, "I keep 
my GuUA language too, ‘cos 1 love it, and Aat's me. I 
can speak oAer language, but I love my GullA lan¬ 
guage, If you disown Aat, you're disowning your 
parents.*'^ 

Contrary to the intent of Ac slaveocraicy, Ae devel¬ 
opment of Ais new Black English played a critical role 
in Ae creation of a new nAonal identity among 
Africans in Ae U.S. According to Sterling Stuck^, in a 
brilliant study, Slavr Culture: Naiionjilist Theory and the 
Foundatiim of Black Amerka: 

Thcte was, inevitably, some unevenness of movement 
toward cuicural oneness because of Ac language factor 
alone: some yean in Ae New World were required 
before Aose from different ethnic backgrounds 
achieved cultural oneness by being Ale to use Ae 
same language. Irorucaily, it was a degree of harmony 
Aat oould not be reached Arou A African languages*'* 

AlAough most of Ac white power structure whi A 
gpvcms Black people’s lives—school teaAers, sodal ser¬ 
vice workers, and employers—deny Ac vaJiAty of Black 
English and seek to suppress its use; linguistic research has 
refuted Ae notion that Black English is a “laziCT* or 
“stoppicr* version of white English. In fact. Black English 
is a fully-dcvdopcd language, complete wi A a grammar 
and vocAulaiy as sophisticarod as any oAer* Even among 
Aose Blacks who use white English to function in a radst 
sodety where conformity to white norms isaprcrcqAsite 
for su ccess, Black English is what most Blade people speak 
when Aqf'rc wi A oAct Black people* 

WTH A FORKED TONGUE* 
WHITEWASHING NATIVE LWGUAGES 

Unlike Africans, whose stolen labor was considered 
essential for Ac new colonics, Native Americans were 
basically in Ac way* In Ac 1830s, President Andrew 
Jackson iniriated the fordblc removal of InAan tribes 
from Ac eastern U.S.The forced march to Old Aoma* 
ThcTrail ofTcare, resulted in Aedeathsofonc-Aird of 
Ac Indians* O^nfined to reservations, a conscious 
educational policy was developed, designed to destroy 
Native culture* 

In Ac case of Ac Cherokee nation, this mvolvcd 
demanding one of the most effective bilingual educa¬ 
tion systems tn history* The Chcrokces had been guar¬ 
anteed Aeir language rights by treaty in 1828* After 
Aeir Forc^ otodus to Ae West, Acy established a 
system of21 Cherokee languagesAools which attained 
a! itmey rate of90 percent Accord in g to a federal study, 
Aese sAools made suA widespread use of bilingual 
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maienals that by the 1850s Cherokees had a higher 
literacy level thin whites In Arkansas or Tctas. 
This was not to last. By 1879» the U.S. government 
began dismantling bilingual schools and mandating 
instaicdon in English only. In 1886, the Commissioner 
of Indian Afiairs reponed: 

I [have] exp rosed vciy dcddcdly the Idea thar Indians 
should be taught the English language only* There Is 
not an Indian pupil whose tuition and main«ianoc Is 
paid for by the United Sutes Government who Is 

permitted to study ^my other language than our 
own vernacular — the language of the greatest* most 

_ powcefuJ, and enterprising nationaUdes under the 

sun. The English language as taught in America is 
good enough for all her people of all ractt... 

— The Commissioner suggested removing Indian chil¬ 
dren m forcibly if neccssaiy, to boarding schoob 
away from their families, because: 

^ The greatest diffiailiy is otperienoed in freeing the 

children attending day school from the language and 
habits of thdr untutored and ofien savage parenis. 

^ When Acy return to Aeir homes at night and on 

Saturdays and Sundays, and arc among Acir own 
surroundings, Aey relapse more or less into thdr 
former moral and mental stupor,^ 

Ben Nighthorec Campbell, a Northern Cheyenne, 
described the experience, *BoA my grandparents were 
forcibly removal from Acir homes and placed in 
boarding schools. One of the first English words Indian 
students learned was soap^ because Aeir mouths were 
constantly being washed out for using thrir native 
languTgc* Of course, literacy in Engli^ aiwl Native 
languages declined precipitously- By 1969, only 40 
percent of Cherokee adults were funcrionaily litcraie in 
any languagc- 

PUERTO HlCCh A MODEL COLONIALISM 

After the U.S. sdzed Puerto Rico in 1898, a U.S- 

— Commissioner of Education, Viaor S. Qark was ap¬ 
pointed to oveisec the transformation of the Pueno 
Rican schools into model eoloaiaiist institutions: 

A majoriiy of the peoplc...do not speak pure Spanish 
Their language b a patois almost unintclligibk to the 
nadvQ of Baredona and Madrid, Ic posscsso no 

^ Uceraturc and Utde value as an mocUccnial medium,,, 

English b Ac chief source, practically die only source. 


of denvocradc ideals for Puerto Rico. There may be 
li die A at Aey learn to remember, but Ac English 
school reader itself provides a body of ideas and 
concepts which arc not to be had m any o Acr way * 


In 1909, Ac U.S, moved to abolish Ac teaching of 
Spanish m Puerto Rican public schools. Schooimasteis 
were ordered to give instruction cxdusivdy m English. 
These measures provoked an angry response; children 
from six to ten yean of age refiised to anend Aek dasscs 
unless A^wcic taught in Spanish. Some Aiidren who 
refused to learn En^bh were turned out into Acstrccts. 

Puerto Ricans responded by setting up a Spankh 
language sAooi for Aose who had been 
expeUed* 


In 1916 Ae Commissioner 
compromised, allowing 



Spanish instruction in 
g^es 1-4, Spanish and 
English In fifth grade, wiA 
En^Uh only in higher levds. 

AlAough Ais policy remained in 
eSoa until Aelate ISHOs, to Ais day 
Puerto Ricans speak Spanish as Aeir native 
language: The reasons for Ae ultimate foilure to 
impose EngliA m Puerto Rico are captured in Ae 
seadmenii ofCayecano Coll y Cuchi, a member of Ac 
Puerto Rican House ofDdegaies at Ae Ane of Ae 1909 
student strike "We knew peifecdy wdJ thai Ae soul of 
a people is mcamated In its language. We would have 
preferred being wi Aout a country, to losing our narive 
tongue/^ 


SILENCING THE BORDER 


The seizure of half of Mexico between 1836 and 
184s — the anient states of Texas, Arizona^ New 
Mexico, Califonua. Color^o, Nevada and Utah — 
h^ a devastating impaa on Mexican people Uving in 
Aese tciriiorics. The Treaty of Cuaddupc Hidalgo, 
ceding these renitories to Ae US„ guaranteed Ae 
origii^ inhabitants land and water rights, as well as use 
of Aeir own language and customs. But prevaUmg 
European Aauvinism and oum^t sailer greol made 
a mockay of Ac letter and spirit of Ac Treaty, 

The first sAool administrations in Ac areas taken 
from Mexico were coniroUod by Anglos who knew little 
or no Spanish, Teachos, trained m Ae educational 
s>^cm of Ac early 1900s, would, m Ac dcscripdon of 
Carey McWUlIams, “mvest Aeir position, on Ais issue, 
wiA an emotional halo of moral and patriotic self- 
righteousness,.. it seemed bo A heretical and disloyal, 
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despite the guarantees of the Treaty of Gus^dupc 
Hidalgo, to tolerate any fbnn of bilingualism."* 

This situation penistod well into the 1970s, A 1972 
U,S. Civil Rights Commission study showed that 40 
percent ofMexican children in oducadonaily and men* 
tally retarded classes in the Southwest were there 
they did TWt spaA EngUsk Schools which discouraged 
the useofany Spanish in dementary classes ranged from 
13-5 percent in California to 66,4 percent in Texas, In 
the Rio Grande Valley, *^Spanish detention”—punish¬ 
ment forspeaking Spanish In dass—remained in effect 
until the late l%0s. Until 1973. it wasagainst thclaw 
to use any language other than English for instructfon 
in Texas schools.^ 

Suppression of Spanish meshed with a sysicmaiic 
n^lcct of Modcan history and oilrurc. At the rime of 
the Civil Rights Commission repon, only 0.7 percent of 
Mexican secondary school children were enrolled in 
Chicano history courses, and 0.9 percent in Mexican 
history courses in die entire SouthwesL^® 

These Issues becamca focus ofChicano organmng in 
the late 60s and 70?. Bilingual and bicultural education 
btt^e a mass demand and eventually led to federal 
legislation requiring education in student’s native lan¬ 
guage, as a transition to English proSciency. Many 
activists went beyond this however, arguing that 
wwinxcTwnceofnarivc language and culture was a criricaj 
condition for their liberation. The politics of’'la Raza” 
led to a revh^ ofintcrest in Mexican history and cul tu re 

and the development of a 


maica, and the first steps towards the invasion of 
Panama- 

Thescintcrvcntionsapcwdlknown.Moresurprising 

is the preocaipation of the Reagan administration with 
the prospect of revolution engulfing Mexico, with 
ominous implications for the U,S, 'ftils view domi¬ 
nated the thinking of key members of the Reagan 
ad mini St ration I such as Constantine Menges, special 
assistant to the National 
Security Council. In his 
1988 memoir, Inside the 
Natioml Seeurity Gmn- 
ciL The Makingand Un* 
making of Reegiin i Por- 
eign jRoZJ^, Menges pre¬ 
sents his perepeettve on 
Modco: 

I.P. dh c Modm of the late 
1980s is a very fragile 
land Since 1983 this 
sun-drenched but pov¬ 
erty-ridden nariort has 
been in the throes of a 
visible economic and 
hidden pollrical oisis 
that threatens its potlri- 
cal system^*. If commu¬ 
nist grou|x succeed in 
talcing over most of 


strong sense of ^ 


solidarity with the rest of Latin America, 'nucscras 
Americas,** 

By the time, Ronald Reagan stepped into the Oval 
Office in 1980, armed with his strategy for inicrvcnrion 
in Latin America, the U,S, right wing saw solidarity 
between Chicano/Mcsdcano activists in the Southwest 
and national liberation struggles south of the border as 
a national security threat, fueled by the bilingual move¬ 
ment. 

CHAOS ON OUR DOORSTEP? 

Reagan and his cronies orchestrated an eight-year 
full-scale assault on progresstve and rcvolurionary 
movements in Central America and the Caribbean: an 
cnormoiLS military huild-up in Honduras, billions of 
dollars in military aid and US, advisors to EJ Salvador's 
deatii squad government, a resumption of aid to Gua¬ 
temala, a muftieroiis CIA/oontra war and economic 
blockade against Nicaragua, the invasion of Grenada, 
the destabyffiatjon of the Manley government in Ja- 


Central America, this will likely produce a major 
communist effort co take power in Modco„.,This 
Would mean chat after two centuries ofsecure borders, 
for the first time the people of the United 

States would before to foce on land widi one hundred 
milhon people under communist control and allied 
with Cuba and the Soviet Woe. 

By invoking a vision of chaos on the border, a Sood 
of Mexican refugees, or armed mfiltrarion by Commu¬ 
nist guerrillas, a case was being made to militarize the 
border and damp down on illegal immigration. 

Right-wingprcoocuparion withModcodid not stop 
at the border. In 1985, the Council on Inter-American 
Sccuncy—a right-wing think-tan km ad cup ofeo un ter- 
insurgency experts, retired military officers, contras, 
U.S. SenatorsandCongressmen, manywith links to the 
State and Defense Departments — published On 
CrtdtingA Hispanic Amemuis A Na^n Within A Na- 
#wTj?The rcjx?nwas authored by R*E “Rusty" Butler, 















^WimxRi95i 


a businessman, coliimnist and consuluni for the Na- 
donal Gjundl on EducationaJ Rjsscarch, an English 
Only lobb>iiig group. 

With sharply racist ovcnoncs, Butler warned of the 
Impending popukiion explosion which will malu: 
Mexicans a majority in the Southwest in the early pan 
ofthc next century.He pointed to apatiern ofincrcaslng 
immigradon &om Mexico to the U.S*, as well as the 
higher fertility rare of Mexicans compared to whites. 

Buder focused on Modcan nationalism as a serious 
threat to the physical integrity of the U.S. He traced the 
idea ofAztlan, a Chicano homelajKl, from the lS)60s to 
the position ofthcMoviniicmode UbcracidnNadonal 



Madcano, which advocates socialist rcunificadon with 
Mexico. According to A Muien A 

shoit-sightod language pt^des whidi eater to Mexican 
iiauotiaJistscriumciitbytcadiingSjpamsh—aiKh worst 
of all , promote Mexican pride and encourage mainic- 
nance of narional cuimic — create the oondidons in 
which this “subversion* can flourish. His soludon ~ 
dassic coimtcr*Iiisurgency theory — is to dry up the 
ocean (the Mertcan peopic}i so the fish (Mexican 
nationalist guerrillas) have ncrwhcrc to swim. In this ease 
the ocean is Spanish and dehydrating agent is the 
English Language AmendmeaL 

With A Natim Within A Natum^, U.S. oountcr-in- 
suigcncy durikingcamcfuli drdc: fiomCenuaiAmcrica, 
up through Medeo, and into the SouihwcsL And with 
this linkage^ came the origins of a new mass polidcal 
movement, English Only, mtegraiiy tied to the strate¬ 
gics of interventioQ in Central America and mitiuriza- 
tion of the border. 

THEENGUSH ONLY MOVEMENT 

In 1983, Lany Pran, a former Virginia State Legisla¬ 
tor and a direaor of the Coundi for Intcr-Amcricais 


Security founded English FinL Pran is a direa-mail 
entrepreneur whose other poliocaJ acdon comminces 
Indiide U.S. Border Control and Gun Owners of 
America. English First lists members of 20 sure legisla¬ 
tures on its advisory ooundl and claims a membership 
in execs of200,000. 

The other m;yor organbauon, U.S. English, claims 
amcmbciship of more than 3 30,000, with over 100,000 
in California alone. The organization has an annual 
budget of $7 million. Its sutod purpose is “to defend the 
public interest in the growing debate on bilingualism 
and bicultuialism-* 

U.S. English was founded by Dr. John Tanton, a 
Michl^n ophthalmolo^Jt, andS.L Hiyakawa, aformcr 
U.S, Senator firm California- (As President of San 
Frandsoo State University, Hiyakawa was known for 
his radst attacks on Black studies and his suppression of 
student activism in the 60s.) Founded in 1983, U.S, 
English was an oftshoot ofanotherTanton biainchild, 
FAIR, the Federation for American Immigraxlon Re¬ 
form, a Washington, D.C lobbying group advocating 
strict immigration regulation. Tanton b abo immersed 
in a web of and-immigEation and zero population 
growth organizations, all supported by ultra-right wing 

foundaiions, known for 

r their support of racist 

_ causes. 

J 1 m M With the tenure of 

FbIiI William Bennett as Secre- 

yj r*p*^ y uiyof£ducadon,the£n- 
I gli^ Only forces secured 

the commanding heights 
of educational policy-making. Bennett launchwl an 
attack on bilingualism in September of 19S5, when he 
criti c ized bilingual educadon programs as ineSeoive In 
making a rapid nansition from non-EngUsh to English. 
Two months later, he made another speodi equating 
the ability to speak and read English with loyalty and 
ddzenship. A^rding to the Department of Educa¬ 
tion, public response was ovcrwhdmingly positive. 

English Only advocates advanced to positions 
within the Depanmcni of Education. In 1987. Bennm 
hired Rusty Butler, author of A Na^n Within A 

aspedal assistant on post-secondary education. 
Gary Imhoff, a U.S. English oonsultant, was hired to 
review axKl evaluate materials used in ceachcr-tndning 
for bilingual educadoa programs. His job was to dacr- 
minc whether maincaining non-English languages and 
cultures was being promoted over the goal of En¬ 
glish proficiency. In a book co-authored with former 
Colorado governor Richard Lamm entitled Irmniff^a^ 
tvm TimeBomb^ ImhoEhad argued that assimllauon of 
immigrants had to take precedence over the presciva- 
don of culmral identity, even at the expense oflowcrcd 
educational expectations: “If we can't afford school 
dropouts, who arc a natural by-produa ofdispl acem ent 
and culture shodc, then we can't afford immigration.* 
To dare, English Only legislation has been passed in 
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18 states, most recently Colorado and Florida. Addi¬ 
tional states arc targeted by U.S. English for campaigns, 
pardculady New York and Texas which have Iwen 
identified as key stares alongwithCalifbmiaand Florida. 
The ultimate god of the movement is to get legislation 
passed in 34 states, enough to secure an amcndincnt to 
the U.S, Constimtion. Thus, step by step, die English 
Only movement is building a mas base to suppress 
non-English speaking poopte. 

“DELIBERATELY INFLICTING 
CONDITIONS OF LIFE 

In a country where % percent of the population 
speaks English, the idea that the dominance ofEnglbh 
might be threatened or overwhelmed by Spanish i$ 
absurd. The visions a>njiired up by English Only 
advocates, almost Liniformly, of cultural fragmentation 
and civil war, mask a harsher realky: MeDOcan people 
living inside U.S, borders arc in imminent danger of 
losing Spanish dong with their nariond aJtiual heri¬ 
tage. Seven out of ten children of Spanish-speaking 
immigrant parents become English speakers, and their 
children —- the third generation -— grow up with 
English as chdrnativelanguageL AmongModcan people 
whcKc roots in the Southwest go back to the U.S. 
occupation and seiiure of northern Mctico, the ded- 
maoon ofModcan ailmrd hcritageand loss of Spanish 
language profidenqr is intensified 

Now we have the development ofa mass movement, 
bom and brad of white supremaqr and U.S. chauvin¬ 
ism, whose god is the eradication ofany vestigp of this 
language and culture from the public educational sys¬ 
tem in paitioilar and U.S. society generally. When the 
larger context of attacks on Mexican people b taken into 
consklClarion — the continual violation of land and 
water rights, the militariiarion of the border, and other 
anempts to isolate Mexican people on this side of the 
border from any aantact with the southern part of the 
Mexican nation — die implications arc dear. We are 
feeing a concerted campaign to destroy Modcan na- 
tiond identity. 

According to die United Nations, genodde b de¬ 
fined as “ddibemlng inflicting conditions of life, de^ 
signed to destroy, in whole or in part, a people, jiaiion, 
rcl igious or «hftjc group." When thcinteni b to destroy 
a prople’s language and heritage, the term adciual 
genodde ts most appropriate. For all ks claims to be 
proteaing the English language, the English Only 
movement must be exposed for what k really is: a 
strat^y of cultural genocide against Modcan people. 

Yet, despite a deliberate strat^ to deny toionbed 
people in the U.S. the use of their languages, Spojibh, 
Black English and Native American languages persisL 
In most eases, thb is simply the refusal ofa people to 
sacrifice their national identity and accept thdr disap¬ 
pearance as Oilturdly distinct people. But the struggle 
to redaim a national language, like other aspects of the 
struggle for national culture, can become part of a 


oonsdous poiitica] strategy to resin cultural genodde 

To fight for national culture means In the first plaoe to 
fight for the liberation of die nation, that material 
oomerstone which makes the building of a culmre 
postiblc.^ A national culture b the body of 

efforts made by a people in the sphere of thought to 
describe, justify, and praise the aodon through which 
that people has oeated Itself and keeps itself in ocist- 
cncc. A national culture should take its place at the 
very heart of the stniggic for freedorn, 

Stopping Engjbh Only Is more Aan just replacing 
rcstnetionbm with democratic pluralbm. It b an inte¬ 
gral pan of a struggle by Mexican people to maintain 
thdr national identity—Mcxicanidid—in the face of 
a politjcal, economic and cultural onslaught aimed ar 
destroying Them. It has to be linked with efforts to ho Id 
onto Modcan-ownod land in the Southwest, with a 
campaign to scop repression by the Migra (immigration 
police) and against the militarization of the border, 
ThcMovimicntodc LiberacitinNacional Modcano 
and the Colorado Coalition Against Englbh Only are 
building a National Coalition Against English Only 
that projects this perspective The Coalition borganhing 
a national education campaign to expose Engjbh Only 
and develop gcasstooxs resistance to any attempt to use 
English Only laws against non-English speakers. For 
more information about the Coalition and its activities, 
contact them an 98 Wadswotth BlvcL, Stt 127-170, 
Likewood, CO 80226, (303) 922-7243- □ 
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Indian Issues and 
Anti-Indian Organizing 


Introduction 

This s^^ctjon examines ihe evoluiion of modem ami-Indian movements in North 
.America, and the varied wa>s that Indian and Indian support movements have 
responded to them. It also contends that anti-Indian movements cannot be countered 
widioui an understandiny of deeper economic, political, and cultural issues. 

While the nature of relations between the lirsi European settlers in North America 
and ihe Continent's indigenous people was at times ambiguous^ it did not take long 
before die colonies and, bier, the American state launched an all-out 

assault against the native population, ' Native Americans ha\'e 

Native lands were also coveted by railroad, mineral, logging, and g^fyived 
Other interests, which widely advertised the promise of "free land/ 

Settlers w'ere sent to claim land within the sovereign lemiories of many Indian nations, 
often unaw’are of or ilhprepared for the hostile reception they would face. The 
inev itable clash ‘justified' a rescue by federal armed forces, thus securing the land for 
busine.ss interests. Tribal leaders were convinced, coerced, or tricked into signing a 
lotai of 371 treaties up through the 1870s, ceding almost all their land to the 
government, save for some small reservations. By Supreme Coun ruling, these 
remaining tracts of land constimte “dependent nations.” 

While some Indian resistance w'as crushed by dramatic massacres, for the most part 
Native Americans were subdued by a combination of disease, alcohol, food rationing, 
the cooperation of Indian collaborators, and the theft of children for boarding schools 
— a situation not radically unlike today. The Bureau of Indian Affairs CBIA), until its 
transfer to the Interior Department, w'as pan of the War Department, White homestead¬ 
ers were used lo police Indian people — some taking the task more seriously and 
viciously than the Army w^ould have them, whOe others came to see Indian neighbors 
as good trading partners* In 1936, federal authorities established tribal councils on the 
reservations, with some superseding uadiuona! forms of government* 

Nevertheless, ev^en against these overEvhelming odds, the traditional culaires and 
religions (and even some governments) survived. Technologies and practices adapted 
CO Wescem society, but the core values of Native peoples remained, including their 
strong rdationship to the land. 

The Anti-Indian Movement 

The modern anti-Indian movement w'as created out of a ndn-lndian “backlash" 
against gains made by Indians since the 1960s* At lease three major factors motivate anti- 
Indian groups. 

1) The call for '"equal rights for whites/ This concept is based on the assumption 
that increased political and jurisdictional power of the tribes 

infringes on the liberties of the individual American taxpayer, GsillS of the *60s Led tO 

■nre use of ci' il rights imagenr reach such extremes ^ Anti-Indian Backlash 

w hires are desenbed as an oppressed people vjctimized by Red 

Apartheid,” The legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr,, is invoked to support an 

agenda to roll back Indian rights. 

2) Access to natural resources. These resources can be fish or game, land or water, 
but the case is the same: no citizens should have “special rights” to use the 
resources* The case is made in anti-treaty pamphlets such as “Are We Giving 


against tali odds 
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When Hale Croups Come to Town: 



SPEAR... 


...THIS!!! 


This sign wos found in o tovefn in the Eogle River, Wisconsin orea 
prior lo fhe 1987 spearing season. 


Ajiierici Buck lo thL.-Inclians?,"“200MiJlion Custers," 
uiid the irijnicully litltd Ixxjk Don 't the 

Indians: Naiii^ Americans and the Mechanized 
Desiructiun offish and Wildlifehy MussachusciriA 
writer Ted Willuras. 

3) Economic dependency. In a rural reflecdon of the 
“Welfare CadLilac" myths used against urban Afh- 
can Americans, all reservation Indians are said to 
wallow in welfare, food stamps, free housing and 
medical care, affirmative action programs, and 
gargantuan federal cash payments — ail laxTree, 
of course. (No one has to pay state sales tax on 
reserv^aiions, but otherwise Indians have had vir¬ 
tually identical tax obligations as nondndians.) 
While any quick drive through a reserv^aiioa w'ill 
show the Third World conditions Indian people 
have to live under, anti-Indian groups maintain 
thauhese condiLiuns are caused by alcoholism and 
the breakdown of the Indian family, rather than 
the reverse. In die same breath, the groups de* 
nounce any tribal effort to establish economic self- 
sufficiency, through appropriate industries, small 
businesses, tourism campaigns, gaming, or the 
sale ul natural resources. 


Anii-lndian groups deny any trace of racism, and 
will even point to members whose great-grandmothers 
\vere Indian in order lo pro\'e their pomt. There are also 
suiiie racists who will make an 'exceptiojf for Indians, 
^hom they romanticize as noble savages resisting big 
government. E\'en such figures as Fosse Comitatus 
leader Janies ^X'icksirom has vvritren of Indians us u “pre- 
Christian warrior race* (not unlike Hitlers images of 
ancient Teutonic w^arrlors) that is being driven cstf the 
land by 'Jewish bankers.“ 

The Northwest 

1'he jiiodem anti-Indian movement was Ixim in ilie 
Pacific Nonhw est, and moved from there lo the Noah- 
ern Great Plains, the Upper Midwest, the Southw est, East 
Coast, and Canada. Along the Pacific coasn where inhal 
fish hanesis form the basis of the traditional tribal 
economies, the backlash to Indian rights w'as first fdt in 
the 1960s. In Washington, Oregon, and Northern Cali¬ 
fornia, these harvests were seen as a threat to the 
commercial fishing industry (despite the real threat 
posed by pollution and huge fishing trawlers). Washing¬ 
ton amblndian groups mushroomed in the 1970s, after 
federal judge George Boldt ruled that tribal members 
w^ere entitled to 50 percent of the stale salmon hardest. 

The leading and-Indian group, JCERR (Intersiaie 
Congress for Equal Rights and Responsibilities), and 
several property owmers’ associations on Indian resen a- 
[ions were joined by such groups as Sieeihead/ Salmon 
Protective .Association and Wildlife Network (S/SPAWN'). 
The groups formed a base in state legislatures, in local 
communities, and among violence-prone vigilantes w ]k> 
regularly shot at and beat up indians. At one point in ihe 
early 1980s, the anti-treaty forces got a statewide refer¬ 
endum pa:ssed, but could not sustain Uieir movejneni 
after the state finally began to negotiate with the tribes 
on a govemmeni-io-govemment basis. 

Meanw'hile, in the Northern Great Plains, land and 
water disputes erupted between the tribes and white 
ranchers. The result was the formation of Montana 
groups like the East Slope Taxpayers Association, All 
Citizens Equal (ACE), and the Citizens Rights Organiza¬ 
tion (CKO); groups in the Dakotas like the Cheyenne 
River Landowners Association, and the North Dakota 
Committee for Equality; and Nebraska groups like the 
Concerned Citizens Council, Some of these groups have 
niembeni living on reservations, which have been 
heavily aliened (divided) since the 1920s. Resident 
whiles voted for Bennett County to secede from South 
Dakota's Pine Ridge Reservation, and otlicr whiles have 
opposed many forms of tribal jurisdiction. 

Conneaions betw'een some of these groups and 
organized right-wing networks also exist. The Center for 
World Indigenous Studies^ based in Washington state, 
has documented links between anti-Indian groups and 
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Some whites 
decried what 
they saw as the 
“rape” of the fish 
resource, vital to 
the local tourist 
economy, even 
though the ' 
Chippewa never 
took more than 
three percent of 
the fish. 


Ciirisiiun Idcniiiy :ind ncu-N^zi orga- 
niz;iliuns sulIi the; kkjhu-ba,s.J 
Ary an Nations, in iLs report “Compel* 
in^ Sov'ereignu»:‘s in North .Amefica 
and ihe Right-Win^ and Anii-lndian 
Movements,” the Center states that 
individuals associated with the anti- 
Indian movement now appearluha\ e 
occasional, if not frequent associa¬ 
tion wjtli righiAving extremist groups/ 

The Midwest 

In 1983 the United States Su¬ 
preme Court Voigl decision affirmed 
ihc treaty' rights of the AnLshinabe 
tChippewa) lo liar^esi off*resersa* 
tion natural resources in northern 
Wisconsin, nonheasiem Minnesoia, 

Lind Michigan^ Upper Peninsula. Tt'ie 
decision upheld the treaties of 1837, 

18^2, and lS5-i, which secured United 

Stales access to tile Lake Superior __ , 

region's timber and copper. *Many 
local settlers maintained a respcoful relationship with 
the Chippewa through the 1800s — ev en protecting the 
Wisconsin Chipp>ewa from forced removal — until the 
beginnings of spon fishmg. Traditional Chippewa 
spearfishing in Wlsconsin^ceded territory was outlawed 
in 1908. At the same time as the 1983 court ruling, mining 
companies began moving back into ceded territory, 
potentially endangering the fish, deer, and w-ild rice that 
the treaties guarantee to the Chippew'a. 

Anti-Indian WL:nLiinenL in Ntjnhem Wisconsin —* 
seemingly donnant since white vigQantes attacked 
Menominee Indians in 1975 — reemerged in opposition 
to the Chippew a in the 19H0s- Some w'hites decried what 
they saw as the "rape'" of the fish resource, vital to the 
local tourist economy, even though the Chippew^a never 
look more than three percent of the fish. Among the 
local groups were Equal Rights for Every'one (ERFE), 
and the Wisconsin Alliance for Rights and Resources 
(WARR). The groups merged in 1987 w ith Protea 
Americans’ Rights and Resources ,(PaARR), led by paper 
mill foreman Lirry- IVivrsun. PAKll commiiied itself lo 
kfbhying Congrt^^s to Iknii tile legal power of the 
la-LiLics. PARK had suiiie cltHil in ibc Male s powerful 
paper mdasiry, which at one lime unsucce.shrully urged 
the state aAFL-CIO to take on amhtreaty stance. 

At the same lime, protesiers began gathering at lx>ai 
landings on spring nights during the iwo-wwk Chippew a 
spearfishing season. They chanted taunts such as tim- 
ber niggers,’' "welfare warriors, and spearchuckers, 
and carried signs reuding, “Save a Spawning alleye, 
Spear a Pregnant Squaw%" and "Too Bad Custer Ran Out 
of Bullets." The often-drunk crow tUthrew^ rocks, bottles, 
and fuU beer cans. The image-conscious P.\RR leader* 


ship left it up to individual members 
whether to protest at the lakes. Ulis 
initial timidity led lo the formation of 
a more miliiuni group, Stop Treaty 
Abuse (STA), led by pizza parlor owner 
Dean Crist. 

Crist marketed an alcoholic bev¬ 
erage he dubbed “Treaty Beer," and 
organized mass rallies and civil dis¬ 
obedience, claiming to mke his inspi¬ 
ration from Dr. King. 

Starting in 1988, STA organized 
thousands of protesters to go to the 
boat landings, and the level of vio¬ 
lence increased markedly. On the roads 
leading toand from the lakes, spearers' 
and other treaty supporters' tires were 
slashed, vehicles run into ditches, and 
elders r^early run dowm. On the land* 
ings, Chippewa were assaulted, threat¬ 
ened w ith death, harassed with w hisiles 
and mock drum chants, and pii>e 
bombs were exploded* On the lakes, 
spearing boats were rammed, swamped, and blockaded 
by protest boats, youths fired meiai ball bearings with 
high-powered wristrockel slingshots, and snipers fired 
rifles from the shoreline. Spearer Walt Bresette said in 
1990, “Currently, the only Chippewa who i .re spearfishing 
are those willing to risk their lives. Everyone else, 
through violence or threat of violence, has already lost 
their rights.” 

UTiile the anti-treaty groups seem home-grown in 
the depressed nonheasiern cuuniies of the slate, some 
links are evident. Central Wisconsin is the headquaners 
of some right-wing fXJpulisl groups, such as the John 
Birch Society and the Posse Comitatus, Crist was quoted 
in the Wisconsin State Journal in 1990 as saying that 
'David Duke is saying the same stuff we have been 
saying, like he might have been reading it from STA 
literature.” In 1989, the Milwaukee Sentinel reported the 
formation of a death squad, armed widi land mines and 



Protesters ot Lolte Nokomis 
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Deon CrisJ, STA founder ond onti^trealy activist 


offering money for the us.sa.sMnutton of two Indian 
lej Jers, 1 lie .same \'ear, notes were found of a phone call 
from the ' ANUnderground” (a possible reference to ihe 
.\r>-an Nations) urging anti-Indian snipers to open fire on 
spearing l>oa[s on their way to the Likes, PAld< leaders 
ayne Powers and Dailene Hanganncr also spoke at 
meetings of the stale's minuscule Populbi Party chapter- 
and Milwaukee Skinheads of the White Pairiots League 
have attended \K\im rallies. 

Elsewhere in the Midwest, the potential still exists 
for similar anti-Indian movements to grow. Opposition 
to the Chippewa lldiing in Michigan has developed 
since the 1979 Hu-decision upheld treaty rights, resuk- 
ing in groups such u,s the Michigan Uniicd Conservaiion 
Clubs (MUCC) and Enough Is Enough. In noitiieast 
Minnesota, uniy tlie Ft)nd du lac Chippewu spearfish, 
widi no protests yet apparent. In Northwest Minnesota, 
some non-Indian residents of the '^hke Earth Chippew^a 
Reservation have opposed Chippevva claims on lands 
illegally allotted (divided) earlier this centuryc Wliite 
Eiinh Equal Rights Committee and Totally Equal Ameri¬ 
cans (TEA) have taken up the cause. (As with limber and 
w ater rights, the issue of land rights has serious eco¬ 
nomic iinpSicatJons, ) Elsew'here throughout the United 
Suites, the anti-Indian backlash also centers on cultural/ 
religious issues, sudi as Indian efTorts to change de¬ 
meaning team mascots, to presert'e burial sites, or 
rebury^ their dead inierred in museums and displayed as 
curiosities and tourist iittractions* 

National Groups 

Anti-Indian group.s throughout the conLinent are 
Ix^ginning to better CfXjrdinate their efforts. Both PAlvR 
and ICEEH say they are national organizations represent¬ 
ing thousands of members throughout Uie United Slates. 


When Hate Groups Come to Town: 

But they and other groups have united in a national 
coalition known as tJie Citizens Equal Rights Alliance 
(CEILA). Its executive and advisory' boards refleci panici- 
paiion from at lea^t 13 states, CElU’s national headquar¬ 
ters and president, Bill Co\ey, are based in Montana. 
CERA concentrates on pressuring Congres.s to modify t^r 
abrogate treaties. Perhaps the most insidious national 
groups are those that use legitimate spans or conscr\a- 
tion images to cover for their anthlndian activir>\ Ajiiong 
these groups are Trout Unlimited, the National Wildlife 
Association, and the International Association of Eisii 
and Wildlife Agencies. The potential for local chapters 
of other environmental, spoas, animal rights, or resort 
owmers organizations to be Jiianipulated into anii-lndian 
groups is significanL 

The Pro-Indian Movement 

The pro-Indian moveiricni coinains both Indian and 
Indian support groups. Many of the iiupport groups 
were specifically founded in respoitse to tlte formation 
of anti-Indian groups, but ha\'e since taken on a lilc of 
their own and tackled other issues. The nioN'enicnt 
supports treaty rights, and counicrs racism, as well as 
cultural and religious bias directed agairtst Indian people. 
The support groups take it as tlteir duty to counter 
racism in iheir own non-Indian communities. This is 
done through cultural events, media work, TV and radio 
programs, distribution of factual materials, and the 
development of school curricula on Indian liistory and 
culture. 

Wisconsin Indian groups won the introduction of a 
mandatory public school curriculum in J990, largely 
because legislators agreed dial anti-Indian beliefs should 
not so easily he passed on to the next generation. I’ARH 
announced plans to picket schools in protest of the 
move. In a sininge twist, such anti-Indian groups have 
focused more public attention on Indian values and 
traditions, resulting in the long temi in a wider public 
understanding — precisely tlie opposite of their goals. 
Some Chippewa have publicly thanked P.4RR for agitat¬ 
ing against diem, since they have made more legal gains 
than they w^ould hai-e in its absence. Other Indian 
groups around the continent also see anti-Indian activity 
as an ironic opfxinunity for improving their situation 
beyond the status quo that existed before that activity 
began. 

Many Indian activists are acutely aware of govern¬ 
ment policies of “divide-and-conquer" when it conies to 
their wliiie neighbors. Even mure so tlian most support 
groups, some Indian group.s have developed a sopliis- 
ticaied analysis of non-Indian communities, tying de¬ 
clines in the economy such as unemployment and the 
closing of small businesses to the search for an Indian 
.scapegoat. They tend to eniphasi/c the outside "com¬ 
mon enemy" — whether governments or corixirations 
— that confronts their communities. Tied to this com- 
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mon tfncmy i?i often u threat to the environment facing 
Indians and non-Indians alike. 

In Souih Dakoia, UjkoLa (Sioux) Indians and while 
ranchers were at odds over water rights in the 19?0s, 
until underground water supplies were threatened by 
mining and energy interests. Lakola leaders approached 
the ranchers with the news that, if corporate plans w ere 
allowed to proceed, there would no w ater left in len 
years to argue about. Together w iih environmenUiiisis 
they formed the Black Hills .\JHancc, which successfully 
headed off major mining and coal slurry projects. This 
three-way alliance was repeated around the country, 
from die ^X'estern Shoshone fighi to stop die M-X missile 
in Nevada, to the Cowboy and Indian .Vtliance (CIA) in 
^!onlana■s coal country, to >X'bconsLn rural whites' 
support for using Chippew'a treaties to stop metallic 
sulfide mines. 

Legal Strategies 

Pro-Indian groups use legaL educational, organiz¬ 
ing and action strategies to lessen the appeal and impact 
of anthindian groups Legal strategies cenicr both on 
strengthening the treaties in federal court and on block¬ 
ing harassment by anti-Indian groups. Any court victory 
tor die trilies presents anti-1 ndlun groups with a fait 
accompli, since lew such decisions have been ov^er- 
lurned on appeal. The risk. Ls, of course, that decisions 
can go both ways, and Indian nations can find their 
sovereignry inlVinged by unsympathetic judges and 
courts. 

In Washington state, the aniidndiun movement was 
largely marginalized by a coun decision mandating that 
state and tribal governments co-manage natural re¬ 
sources in treaty-ceded lerritories. 'fhe decision gave die 
tribes legal standing to limit ofF-reservaiion projects that 
may endanger salniun. The inierest of die resouac w'as 
put ahead of either Indian or non-indian interests, 
removing S/SPAWN's main 
arguments. 

In Wisconsin, federal 
judge Barl:>ara Cnibb issued a 
mixed serius of rulings on the 
treaties during the late l9S0s 
and early 1990s. In 1991, die 
Lac du Flambeau Chippew^a 
asked her to keep protesters 
away from the boat landings, 
to order three county sheriffs 
to enforce laws against pro¬ 
testers, and to stop protesters from physical harassing 
tribal members, especially on the lakes. She rejeaed the 
first wo requests, but granted the third — issuing an 
injunction dial strictly limited STA’s direct action op- 
lions. The order w^as backed by undercover observers 
from the FBI and Hniied States Marshals (who ironically 
were the main culprits in viulcnte against the American 


Indian Movement on the Fine Kidge reservation and 
el>evshere). Anti-Indian leaders also knew that the 
^Iale's Hate Crimes Law could l>e used to slifJen penal¬ 
ties against them if they assaulted Indians, That law has 
since been ruled unconslilulional, how'ever (see Legis¬ 
lative section). On the one hand, federal and state 
inten^ention may strengthen the identification of Indians 
with ^ big government^ in ilie eyes of some populist- 
minded whites, On die other hand, Crabb's court order 
elfectively scared hundreds of potential protesters away 
from tile lakes, severely embarrassing both STA and 
P.ARK. 

Education and Organizing Strategies 

Tlie most imponam long-term strategy employs 
both education and organizing. This is especially true in 
the white "border tow ns*" near resen^alions, where even 
a small anti-racist minoriry can dramatically lessen anti* 
Indian sentiment. The use of reservation radio stations 
— such as WOJB on Lac Courte OreilleS ( Wisconsin), 
and KlLl on Pine Ridge — has proved invaluable in this 
effort. -Many educational strategies focus on building 
cultural understanding, fostering knowledge about the 
legal basis of treaties, and promoung the idea of living 
in peace with one's neighbors. 

Another approach is to refute the false claims made 
by anti-Indian groups about resources, welfare, and 
other issues. In doing so, it is important to recognize the 
irrationality of many of these claims, and realize they are 
put forth for deeper economic, political, and psycho¬ 
logical reasons. In other words, if one "fad” is effectively 
disproven, it will quickly be replaced by another fraudu¬ 
lent cbim. The ’’facLs" are there to fill more substantive 
needs; only by addressing those needs, and putting forth 
an entirely new framework for viewing the conflia, can 
w^e hope to erode tlie grassroots base of anti-Indian 
groups. It is also important not to let these groups set tlie 

agenda for debate, with irrel¬ 
evant discussions about fish 
populations or blood quan- 
lunr statistics, but to focus on 
issues to which they have to 
respond. 

Indian aaivists are often 
very familiar with their adver¬ 
saries in anti-Indian groups. 
They may have gone to schcx>l 
together, or have had busi¬ 
ness relationships. These ac¬ 
tivists often refrain from taking on hard-core racist 
groups directly, preferring to address their cojnmenis to 
the groups' followers, who may be genuinely affected 
by the groups’ scare tactics, or are .simply going along for 
the excitement. Native leaders go through pains lo 
emphasize that their land claims are not made at the 
expense of local non-Jndians. In a key 1980 speech, 


' Anti-Indian moye^nte^'^^ 
cannot be countered 
'a^imderetac^d^ 

. economic' ppliticaL and^^^ 
i cultural issues/^isi 
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AtiXTiLijn JnJian MnvL iiKni k-:uici Bill ML'an^ .s;iid l]u[ 
ll iC Likut t 1 IjjjM In I he Niit ivd Hl.u k Hlils tn\ lTclI Old) 
>L*skv :t\Iei jh .ni\.l ^ m [H'iate-n\\ uvlI Ltikl>i. nnl pi i\;ilc 
A ''uliso [ucpit tlpiiijts suil Ih die ^iuu.\ 

Njiiun Cuujicjl jiiiirtAs. ed in on governincm kind^. 

in u l^bT unicit: in the newpaper, Naih e 

joumaliiL Umaelillu oifered an original educational 
approach lo land chunis dbj)Ute5, He wrote that many 
\^hiie settlers in fact, lied to when the federal 

gmernment lold them ihey had clear title to their new 
honieMead.s. 13y noi telling them of the douded title 
stemming from previou^i Indian ownership, the govern¬ 
ment coinmiiied an act of fraud. People or local coainiu- 
nit ies whose lands may l>e covered by Indian land claims 
could, therefore, refrain from taking action against the 
tribe, and instead sue the federal go^’emmenl for com¬ 
pensation, with Indian suppoa. In Wisconsin, the 
Chippewa have taken a similar approach, by trying to 
redirect sports groups' anger toward state government, 
which has lied its lowering of fish bag limits to 
speartishing, e\^en though it knew for years that the real 
damage to the fish population was caused by habitat 
destruction and mismanagement. 

Two parallel networks w-ere burn out of the Wiscon¬ 
sin treaty crisis, v^hich worked in differeni but comple¬ 
mentary' ways. Honor Our Neighbors Origins and Rights 
LHONOR) is primarily a church-based organization, 
in\'oKed in lobbying, and working closely with tribal 
govemmenis, It has focused most of its educational 
w'ork on racism, whether frorn PARR and STA, or from 
the anti-timber rights agenda of the Wisconsin Counties 
Association, The Midwest Treaty Network (MTN) is a 
looser allianc'e of grassroots pro-treaty groups, including 
resenaiion associations. Its base is mainly in the envi* 
ronmeniaS and social justice movemenis, and it helped 
create tlie Witness for Nonviolence to actively monitor 
violations of Chippew'a rights. Its educational w'ork 
stresses positive economic and environmental uses of 
the treaties. HONOR and MTN ha\'e grown together in 
the realization that they^ need to confront both the racism 
emerging in tiie region, and provide alternative plans for 
change that can pre-empt such racism in the future. 

Action Strategies 

Ultimately, once people have been educated, they 
can be mobilized. A number of successful aaion strat¬ 
egies have been used by Indian and Indian support 
movements lo directly counter anti-Indian groups. 

For example, STA leader Crist marketed Treaty Beer 
nationwide as a fundraising and publicity gimmicky but 
didn't realize how' liis product w^ouid unite prolndian 
groups. Mass rallies at the Washington state capitol 
.secured a denunciation of “hale in a can*" by the 
governor. On the steps of the W'isconsm state capitol, 
community leaders poured the beer into a pink toilet 
bowl. A Chicago Imlian group successfully petitioned 


nVE GOALS OF THE 
WITNESS PROGRAM 


The MTN’s Witness program had five pur¬ 
poses, not all easily coexisting in die same project: 

1) To be a presence for all the Chippew'a 
families at the boat landings, so they don't 
lake 100 percent of the abuse; 

2) To show by this presence diat not all non- 
Indians oppose treary^ rights, as is often 
conveyed in the media; 

3) To prevent a high level of tension and 
violence, w ith a calming influence, and the 
deterrent use of canieras and recorders: 

4) To activ ely use nonviolent tactics to defuse 
tense or violent situations; 

5) To document harassment, inrimidatjon, and 
violence that does occur, using detailed 
notes, photos, and audio/video tape. 


local liquor stores not to carry the product. Three 
brew eries that sianed canning the beer — in Wisconsin, 
Oliio, and Louisiana — w'ere one-by-one threatened 
w ith boycotts by HONOR, and dropped the “true brew 
of the working maru” Crist gave up after four frustrating 
years. 

Some action strategies require more commitment 
and risk. At the height of some conflicts, activists have 
put themselves physically between Indian and anti- 
Indian forces in visible displays of support. During the 
1973 Wounded Knee siege, and the 1986 Big Mountain 
crisis, non-Indians stood in from of government forces 
attempting to evia people from the land, A peace camp 
w'as also set up betw-een Mohaw'k and government 
positions in 1990 by the Montreal-based Cenire for 
Nonviolence Resources. All these dToris are a way to 
express that any assault on Indian people could also 
injure non-Indians. 

This strategy developed in a highly organized and 
efTeaive w^ay in-Wisconsin, with the Witness for Nonvio¬ 
lence. The Witness started inforrnally during the 1987 
spearfishing season when local w'omen stood with 
Chippew'a friends at the boat landingSt in a gesture of 
moral support. Within tw'o y^eais, the multiiacial Witness 
came to m\'olve treaty supporters noi only from all pans 
of Wisconsin, but from around the nation and world. By 
1991, a total of about 2CXX) treaty supporters had 
documented antidndian harassment at the lakes. 

Red Cliff spearcr Andrew' Gokee commented that 
"The more Witnesses on a given night, the more 
peaceful dte lake will be*" Even some protesters have 
been heard to say to each oilier, 'Don't say" ihul, the 
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\\ ^ ilJ hear you." Other proce^ters ha\ e ^nld to 

W lUK'^sL^^, "Vini while .ill lidiluis/' .md We 

I lAvv ivij I >ljck nn J u lew w iiite jis^;^cis. 

rao.'‘ 

\\ tEoes^es lire not pro-ireuiy prote^tcr^. At tite 
Ci’iippewa’s request, [hey don't weur political buttons, 
curry' signs, chum slogans, or carry' on any unnecessary^ 
dialogue with the anti-treaty protesters. They arc iden¬ 
tified only by while amihancLs, and have signed a pledge 
ot peace saying they will not participate in any^ conllicc. 
Yet Slate and lederul politicians tried to discredit Wit¬ 
nesses as Jiierely the pro-treaty coumerpuns of PARR 
and 5TA, and as an obstacle to peace. This may be 
because one of the main turgeis of documemution has 
been the state-coordinated iaw^ enforcement effort, 
which has been spotry at best. >?C''hile in some couniies 
hot police helped protect the Chippewa, in counties 
wid] d^e largest PARR STA memberships, many officers 
either looked ihe other way, or openly sympathized 
wiih the protests. 'I’lie 1990 WiLnes,s report detailed 
incidents of racial indmidaiion, x iolence, and police 
response. The docunientuiion w'as used not only for 
legal purposes, but for political purposes, such as 
responding to Gov. Thompsons contention that little 
racism was evident ui the protests, and there were * no 
ugly incidents/ 

By 1991, the Chippewa and Witnesses regularly 
oumurnbered the dwindling numbers of protesters 
during the spearing season. The media proclaimed 
‘Crist's Last Stand,' but ir is abundajidy clear chat STA and 
P.\RR are dow'n to a hard core that is far more racist and 
threatening. 

lioth a continuing Witness and police presence will 
be needed in tlie future. Some resort owners stopped 
supporting the groups because their racism and vio- 


Native American Population 

861,500 Indians lived within or rear 
Federal reservations as of January 1987 

The largest Indian Reservadons-as of 
January 1989 werer 

• Kavajo (Ariz., N.M., Utah) 185,661 

• Cherokee (Okla.) 87,059 

• Creek (Okla.) 56,244 

• Chooaw (Okla,) 26,884 

• Pine Ridge (S.D.) 20,206 

• Southern Pueblos (N.M.) 18,837 
-Chickasaw (Okla.) 12,369 


Icncc hci^an to keep tourists as\;jy, And the ftici ttiut 
,ei(flips I biiiiini; m ]>i't>ieei lisli tlnln’i lilt u .iIidiii 

threats from nrereury and mininy was not lost on 
cneironnientaily conscious Wisconsinites. In a Mjv 
19*^1, U (scotiiin Slulejounicil pi>l\, 59 percent of south¬ 
ern Wisconsinites supported treaty rights, and an amaz¬ 
ing 42 percent of northerners agreed. 

As each year passes, the Witness wjestlcs wiili 
various questions. Witness' ol^v ious support for the 
Chippewa, such as standing between ihe protesters and 
the drum, can at times lessen the credibility of their 
documeniation^ unless it is coliecred by unimpeachable 
electronic means (such as camcorders). Also, protesiers' 
attacks on Whtnesses can become a media issue, detract¬ 
ing attention from attacks on Indians^ unless it is made 
clear that Indians remain the primary target, and Wit¬ 
nesses are only present at their invitation, 

Other potential pitfalls need to be addressed by 
Indian support groups. One is the siereor^'ping of 
HA arking-ciass whiles as “rednecks," without taking into 
account the similar economic forces working against 
both reservation and ofTreservation communities. Local 
whites should be encouraged and supponed to take a 
strong role in Indian support work. Another area to 
develop is a respectful relationship with grassroots 
Indian organizers, by keeping out of internal tribal 
politics. Mon-Indians should limit their involvement in 
Indian issues to questions that revolve around non- 
Indian individuals and governments to limit Indian 
righis. Lastly, the cultural distinctiveness of Indian 
peoples needs to be protected not only from racists, but 
from romantic New Age consumertsts of the ''Wannabe" 
Lrilx', and from political aciivbts wht) see Indian resi.s- 
tance as identical to other ami-racist struggles, lacking its 
unique nationa!^ cultural and spiritual dimensions. 


Native Americans 

Prior to Europjean colonizaiion, the indigenou.s, 
aUjriginul people of North America built stable cummu- 
niUes and established civilizations. 

Genocide — the extermination of an entire popula¬ 
tion — was practiced against Native Americans in order 
to push them from their lands to make way for w'hilc 
settlers. Disease also severely decimated the ranks of 
aboriginal peoples throughout the Western Hemisphere, 
From an estimated population ranging anywhere be¬ 
tween 84 and 112,5 million throughout the Western 
Hemisphere prior to 1-492, the American Indian p<:)pulu- 
lion in the United States declined from about 6CX),000 in 
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1800 lo a mere 250,000 bemetrn 1890 and 1900. Mean- 
whilc, ihL" nnn-lndi:m populuUon iiuTe^st-d from ap- 
proxiniaidy 5 iiiilliun in IttUU lo over 75 iiiilJiun in lyuu 
according to Kusjsell lliurmon Atnt^riani fucJuni Hola* 
caustaudSun ivul: A Population Histor\>Smce 1^92. By 
1980, the American Indian population liad recovered to 
L37 million. The ignominh 
Qus hbiory of United States 
policy toward Native .Ameri¬ 
cans invoK cd countless mciii- 
ods of defhumanizing and rob¬ 
bing them. 

In the late 1830s, the 
Cherokee indians were forced 
from tl’ieir lands, where ihey 
had estahlLshed a mighty na¬ 
tion in w'hat is now north Georgia and western Ntinh 
Carolina. They were relocated far from iheir home to 
Oklahoma, and forced to live in whai can only be 
deschl>ed as concentration camps. The long march to 
Oklahoma — the Trail of Tears — cost more than 8.000 
lives, approximately one-diird of tile Cherokee popula¬ 
tion — and changed forever the Cherokee nation and 
the Indian experience. Other tribes experienced similar 
ibreed removals. 

Though hundreds of thousands of Native Americans 
died in the 19th century as a result of such policies, a 
massacre which occurred in the northern Plains a 
century ago stands out as one of the most heinous 
incidents in United States history: the massacre at 
Wounded Knee in what is now South Dakota. In that 
massacre, an estimated 300 people, mostly women and 
children, were gunned down by the United States 
military. 

Today, Native Americans live in grinding poverty on 
reserv^aiions and off, w'ith the highest rates of unemploy¬ 
ment and the greate.st amount of disease of any popu¬ 
lation group in the country. 

The conditions persist at the same time as many 
H^mericuns niainiain a simultaneous fascination and 
disrespea for Indian culture. While Indian jewelry and 
pottery are held in great esteem and many people adopt 
aspects of Indian spLritualiryj sports teams still are 
labeled the Braves, the Indians, die Redskins and similar 
names. 

Indians always fought this domination with a variety 
of laaics, from outright warfare to courtroom battles. 
Much of today's struggle is in the courtroom, where 
many Native American groups are working to retrieve a 
measure of treaty riglits and control over the resources 
on the land which has been left to them, as w-eE as to 
regain control over Indian artifacts and burial grounds 
that are being uken over by museums and land devel¬ 
opers. In a recent battle over Native .^unerican fishing 
rights in Wisconsin, racist whites adopted the slogan, 
“Save a Fisii, Spear an Indian." 


Latinos 

1 here are signil’icani differences in tlie experiences 
of various Latino populations in this countrve fhese 
differences are based on the hisioric relationship of 
Chicanos, Mexicans, Cubans, Piteno Ricans, Domini¬ 
cans, and others to the United 
States government, white .so¬ 
ciety, and each other. Of 
course, ail suffer from lan¬ 
guage discrimination, in 
winch institutions seek to 
impose English as the only 
acceptable language of dis¬ 
course. A conservative social 
movement seeking to legis¬ 
late "English Only” gained in strength in d)e 19BUs as the 
Latino population in the United States sharply increased. 

Puerto Ricans suffer not only from discrimination 
based on their skin color and language, but also frojii die 
colonization of their homeland, Pueno Rico became a 
colony of the United Slates in 1898 and has been 
occupied by the military ever since. Officially, a ‘*com- 
monwealth," the drive to become tlie 51st state has been 
stalled by the continumg strength of the pro-mdepen- 
dence movement on the island and among Puerto 
Ricans on the ma inland. Nevertlieless, millions of Puerto 
Ricans have been Forced to leave their homeland in 
search of jobs and economic opponuniry, 

Racism directed ai Mexicans and Chicanos is based 
on skin color and language. It is also based on the 
conquest of Mexican lands during the 18^5 war with 
Mexico. It can be traced to the arrival of the Spaniards 
to Mexico, three-and-one-half centuries earlier. W'hen 
lighi-colored skin came into existence in that pan of the 
coniincni, so did the preference for it, and the dark skin 
of the Indian w^as despised and Ijeltttled, White Spanish 
land owners were brutal taskmasters, and their finely- 
tuned racism w'as a large motivation for the revolution 
of 1810 which began to break the ties to Spain. Mexico 
has also been conquered by the British and French, in 


United States 1992 Latino Population; 

22,354,059, about 9 percent of total U.S. 

population 

By Nationality: 

•Mexican 13,495,938 
•Pueno Rican 2,727,754 

• Cuban 1,043,932 

• Other 5,086,435 


Many Americans . 
maintain a simultaneous 
fascination and disrespect^ ? 
for Indian culture, , . ^■ 
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In recent yeors, Urtinw in tU U S. Kove been the target of vicious anti- 
immigrotion cornpaigns. This photo wos taken in 1992 in northwest 
Georgia, where Mexicons woHcing in the poolt^r processing Industry 
hove beCT ottocked by the KKK. 

addition to lo6ing half its national territory to the United 
States after more than ihirry-six armed invasions of its 
sovereignty. 

There has not been a self-Jeflned term forChicanos; 
they have been called Spanish, Hispanic, Mexican- 
American* Latin American — all terms imposed upon 
them by others, except the word Chicano, pu! into use 
by the movements of the 1970s. It simply means a person 
of Mexican descent bom in the United Smes. 

One of the most visible rnanifesmtions of racism 
against Chicanos in the United States has been the 
process of assimilation carried out in the public educa¬ 
tion system. Just as blacks were relegated to separate 
sd.ools, so were Chicanos. As late as the 1960s* young 
children were punished and humiliated for speaking 
Spanish, Some who lived isolate within a white com¬ 
munity would often change their biith names—Santiago 
to James, Olivares to Oliver— in a desperate effort to 
mask ethnic origin arxl avoid violence. ■ 

A focal point for anti-Latino action is through 
population control by the enforcement of unfair immi¬ 
gration practices. After each World War. Mexicans, 
many born and raised here* ow'ning lands or businesses, 
w'ere transponed by railroad car oui of the country and 
left destitute in Mexico. These actions were called the 
repatriation, Operation Wetback and other names. Dur¬ 
ing the Depression* when the need for .Mexican and 
Chicano labor w^as low. the United States suspended 
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welfare payjnents and people traveled to Mexico to 
avoid siar\'aiion. Whereas during the 1920s the United 
Slates aixsurbed a population of one million Mexicans* 
in ihc 1930s the country threw oui about 500,000 people 
of Mexican origin, reported the Presidem’s Commission 
on Migratory' Labor in 1951. 

Most of the changes in immigration practices wwe 
part of an effort to control the size and make-up of the 
labor force, a practice which continues today. .Armed 
force continues to be exercised by the United Stales 
Immigration Service w hich terrorizes exclusively Chicano 
neighborhoods, raiding factories* retail stores, ar^d 
schools. 

Economically and politicully moiivuted immigration 
policies — sometimes in violation of international 
human rights standards — have similarly traumatic 
impact on many immigrants from Central and South 
.America. 

Asian Americans 

Asian Pacific Americans are now the fastest growing 
minority in America and are frequently targeted for hate 
crimes. According to the 1990 Census, the Asian Ameri¬ 
can population doubled from 1970 to 1980, and again 
from 1980 to 1990. 

More than 30 sub-groups are included as Asian 
Pacific Americans, among them; Filipino, Korean, Thai, 
Mien, Hmong, Laotian, Indonesian, Pakistani, Samoan, 
and Micronesian. 

Asian Pacific Americans are often called a model 
minority, but this stereot>’pe ignores the long history of 
exclusion and discrimination which continues today. 
The first Asian immigrants came to America centuries 
before the Revolutionary "War. 

Asian immigration to America greatly increased in 
the late 1880s. They were scholars, farmers, laborers, 


1990 U.S. Population of Americans 
of Asian and Pacific Island Descent 

7,274,000, about 3 percent of total U.S. 

population 

By country of origin; 

• Chinese 1,643,924 

* Filipino 1,403,882 

• Japanese 845,784 

• Asian Indian 814,688 
■ Korean 800,140 

* Vietnamese 6ll,0l6 

* Laotian 145,480. 
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When Hate Groups Come to Town: 


L 


Oriental rugs, not people 

Asiun jups should nut [>c called OrienUiL 
The [enn Orienial is considered offensive to 
most Asian Pacific Atncncans because: 1) j[ 
assumes the world’s peoples should be divided 
into Orienial and Ov.vidental and 2) to many, it 
pajnfully conjurer up sicrcop pical Hollywood 
images ol niysierious, opium^snioking carica- 
tuTes in ^amhlini; dens. However, the term 
Ofiemal is apprcjpriatc io use for objects, such us 
OrienLal rugs. 


merchants and utfiers. Despite the stereoty pe that these 
early Asian iiiuragmnis were poor and unskilled, United 
Slates customs ligures show they tame with a higher 
le\ el of nativ e literacy^ and more money than the average 
immigrant. However, with the posi-Civil War depression 
and he rise of the v^■hite labor mov^einent, Asian workers 
became economic scapegoats. Thousands w ere forcibly 
expelled from cities by angr>^ mobs in the 1880s and 
early 1900s, 

In 1S82, ihc I’xdusion Act ,successru!fy resliicied 
immigration oJ Chinese lalxjrers. lliis marked tlie first 
tune that knmigrution Jaws would restrict one ethnic 
group. In all, over 600 pieces of legislation directed 
against Asian Pacific Ajiicricans were enacted by the 
eudy 1900s* These law^s forbade them from citizenship, 
owning land, intermamage, employment, and other 
forms of participation in .American life* Subsequent 
mimigmuon laws, in 1917 and 1924, virtually stopped 
immigraijon of new Asians to America for several more 
decades. The Exclusion Act was nor repealed until 1SK3* 

Even .American citizens of Asian Pacific ancestry 
vv ere vaew'ed as unwelconte foreigners. This was dra- 
maticully Lliustrated during World War 11 when 120,(X)0 
Japanese Americans, the majority of whom w^ere tom 
and educated in the United States, were placed into 
iniemment camps, forced ia abandon businesses, homes, 
and other property, 

Anti-Asian bigotry continues today. In fact, there is 
e\ idence that it is increasing, due to deteriorating 
economic conditions and a rise in Asia hashing. Asians ^ 
and Pacific Islanders, both overseas and in America, j 
often have become economic scapegoats. Recent media i 
headlines tout Asian investment as ".-Vmerica’s New ; 
Invasion or Japan Wars,” while ignoring investment by > 
the British and Dutch, who are actually the largest 
foreign investors in America. Anti-Asian remarks are 
heard at the highest levels of government. 

There is a false belief that Asian immigrants get 
ahead because they are gi^ en government money w'hich 
other groups do not get. In truth, they gel no such 


preferential treatment. 

This country's experience in World Wjr II, Korea 
and Vietnam have allowed lonns of anti-.Vsian bigoin.' to 
continue. In these last three major conllkis, .Asians w ere 
the enemy. This has continued to fuel ami-Asian liostility 
and hate crimes. 

Asian Americans and Pacilic Islanders are propor¬ 
tionately the most targeted racial group in such cities as 
Boston and Los Angeles. Tlie frequency of attacks 
against Asians caused United States Justice Department 
official Martin A. Walsh to call« ,te crimes against Asians 
tne rastesc rising of any group. 

Violence against members of the Asian community 
has had a devasuting impaa as many of the victims are 
new immigrants who are stunned by the vicious hatred 
of their atuckers. These immigrants also have minimal 
historical interaction with social sercices, the criminal 
justice system and other means of support and redress* 
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Latino Politics 



Inanigremt-bashing is on the rise 

By Elizabeth Martinez 





T ime to face some troublesome facts. In Los 
Angeles during the 1992 uprismg many long¬ 
time Mexican-American residents said 
*‘We’ic not the ones rioting, it’s those immi¬ 
grants”—meaning Mexicans and Central Americans. 
At a San Francisco tally maikiag the 30th anniversary 
of the March on Washington last August, Dolores 
Huena was speaking. A middle-aged African Ameri¬ 
can woman stood and screamed angrily at Huerta. “Go 
back to Mexico! We need our jobs!" 

Incidents like these—and there ate many more— 
leave us with certain questions: will African Ameri¬ 
cans be made the shock troops of an ugly campaign by 
racist whites to scapegoat immigrants for the social ills 
devastating Black and other poor commtinities? Will 
.. established' Latino 'residents ^forget where they came 
from and fail to see the racist, classist divisiveness in 
today’s immigrant-bashing? Shall we all remain blind 
to the need for solidarity among African Americans 
and Caribbean Blacks, Arab Americans, Asian padfle 
Americans, and Latinos—not to mention progressive 
whites—in combating today's international attack on 
immigrants? 

Imperatively the’ times call for understanding what 
the hell is going on and why. Three questions confront 
us, as formulated by a homeboy ftierid the other night: 
“Who is the gun pointed at? Why is the gun being 
pointed? What is the gun?” 


Who Is The Gun Pointed At? 

F rom the US. to Germany to Australia, anti- 
immigrant actions and policies have escalaied 
in often deadly fashion during recent ycais. In 
the United Slates, President Bill Clinton 
wasted little lime breaking his campaign promise to 
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end Bush's inhuman policy toward HaltiaD refugees. 
Under Bush and Clinton some 40,000 Haidaos-have 
been summarily rcniracd to a military-police d irtator - . ■ 
ship of unbridled bnitality where they would be lucky 
to escape imniediate death. Surely this year*! award 
for racist immigraiioii policy should go to the 
whose officials were sending iinann«l Haitian icfti- 
gcca back to Haiti last October even as other ofiicials ^ 
pulled armed U^. forces ouL saying Haiti was >ist too 
dangerous. ' ' 

Clmton's acdon also gave the green lights to the 
right wing’s and-immigrant agenda. His own |m3posals 
{sec •‘An Acdvisi's Guide") arc aimed at d^ter Border 
Patrol control and a speedup in reviewing as)dum re¬ 
quests that could send people to their deaths fasten- 
In Califoihia, govtinmem officials have gpoexated a 
tidal wave of anri-tnunigrant laws or ptogranis. ^^v. 
Pete Wilson led the way with a stream of outrageous 
proposals, among them denying cidzenship to children 
bom in the U-S. of undocumented parents. He got four 
passed in October which include a ban on giving 
driver’s licenses to the undocumented, req uiring stale 
and local agencies providing job training or placement 
to verify a person being a legal resident, and incicas- 
ing penalties against getting Medi-Cal benefits 
“fraudulently" or helping others to do so. 

Not to be outshone by a Rqjublican, C^ifomia’s 
two new Oemocratic women Senators offered their 
own measures. Even the erstwhile liberal Sen. Barbara 
Boxer urged sending the National Guard to defend the 
U.S.-Mexico border against my lelarivcs. Some iiefor- 
mist" politicians like Rep. Romano Mazzoli advocate 
stricter enforcement of employer sanctions. At the 
heart of the 1986 Immigration Reform and Gontrol 
Act, these sanctions provided for penalties, agai ns t 
those who knowingly hire the undocumentcd;...thc ^ 
sanctions haven't worked but they have encouraged 












discrimination against anyone who 
looks or sounds “foreign." As for the 
Hispanic Congressional Caucus, it has 
taken a mix of positions. 

The North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) also sparks anti- 
^reign. ami-immigrant sentiment 
NAFTA ncgodadcMis never address the 
civil and labor rights of immigrants— 
only Mexico's responsibilities to stop 
northbound traffic. An and-immigrant 
attitude prevails in the debate over 
NAFTA, the main issue being whether 

increase or diminish ira- 
nngraiiDn from Mexico. 

California, where 40 percent of 
those who immigraie w the U.S. settle, 
has repeatedly seen bombings and 
other violent attacks on Asian and Lat- 

immigrants or. their advocates by ultra-rightists. 
One image speaks to ail these actions. Irma Munoz, a 
20-year old woman who immigraied from Mexico rc- 
cer^y, tecamc a successful engineering student at the 
Umvereity of ^ifomia. Davis, and began working 

put^cly as an mtcra for a state legislator advocarine 
less * 



Jose Carlos Mardntz kilted by Border Parrot — /. Tellez 

percent of the U.S.-boTn said they believed tighter con¬ 
trols over imnugrarion could have ptevenicd the World 
Trade Center bombing. 

Add to Such hysteria the racist depiction of US 
shores being assaulted by boatloads of refu¬ 

gees. Incidents also occur in scaneied locales like Fall 
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white male students at UC Davis punched her, cut her 
- h^ and scrawled on her arms and her back with a 
f* “Wetback" and “Go home you U- 

legal. If she told anyone about the attack, they 

7^^. ^ with “your wetb^ 

fneods like the legislaioL 

In Texas, where the second largest immigration oc¬ 
curs, the spectacular •Operation Blockade" went up 
last September. A Border Patrol inspiration, it put 650 
agents in a 20.mile long line facing the Juarez- 

5“PPOScdly to pit 


less reactionary immigration polidL Ust Aoril two Incidents also occm in scattered locales like Fall 

wUie m^c student a UC dSs ptmchtd la. ™ i,., « 


Cambodian Amencan and severely beat his friend last 
August 14 while racially taunting both. Or the Univer¬ 
sity of Nevada in Las Vi^as, where an India-Amcrican 
stu^t died afiCT being sa on fire by two men—one 
white, one Afiican-American—who said they didn’t 
want any more foreign students ta campus. 

Bsewhere in the wor1± In Cermany polity reported 
2,285 acts of rightist violence in 1992. mostly against 
foragners and including seven murdere. On May 29, 
1993 came the Neo-Nazi firebomb killing of five 
Turks—diree young girls and two women—along with" 


vent “illcgaU" entering from of ^ women—along with 

qidddy nn up to SSOftOdO md mybody could walk rcami^ A Genuan clerk it a Bcriin 

around either end of the 20-inae line batnn -ir accused a Tuiidsh resident of stealing; 

replicated in the San Dieso area. SomehoHv ^ ^ milhon Jews, we H get rid of you 

that the w6rd “blockW" th* P*^cl>o.t Hehniit, Kohl,refmed to attend a tne-^ 

San Diego operation is raiip»^ “EnhawMt Cnf^ tt^onal service for the fiiebomblng victims and threat- 

SPatagy^-lK^ulf^ ^ *»*lvcs. (Of Cur- 

s 1-8 milhon Turks, many came here 30 years 

a an muirArl __i* w - ^ 


Strategy." That does sound nicer. 

New York, the third main destination of immigrants, 
MW a tidal wave of anti-immigrant (particularly anti- 
Arab and anti-Muslim) hatred after the World Trade 
Center bombing. A September 1993 poll of 1,203 New 
Yoikers rcponed “startlingly negative attiniH^; on 
cent immigration in a city renowned for hs imema- 
tional character." More than 63 percent said the num¬ 
ber of recent immigrants was too high and more than 
two-thirds said immigranu had made New York a 
worse place to live. As for “illegal" immigrants. 55 
percent saw them as a serious terrorist threat and 82 
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ago invited as guest workers; many were bom in Ger¬ 
many.) The Gennan paiiiamcnt passed a law, which 
required changing the German constitution, that, blocks 
most applicants for political asylum. 

• In France attacks on North Africans have been 
common, with citizens complaining that Third 
World iiiunigration “is changing the Frcndi way 
of life." Last June France’s National J\.sscinb!y 
overwhelmingly approved a new law authorizing 
police to carry out random identity checks to 
clamp down on undocumented immigrants.'. 
















L^tJno Politics 


• In Italy a group of North African immigrant work¬ 
ers ■were beaten and stabbed by 20 Nad-skinhcads 
in February, 1992. 

• Last spring Spain was reported to be increasingiy 
xenophobic toward immigianis from Africa, who 
numbered 264,000 in Baiceiona alone, as well as 
from South America. An African immigrant in 

' Madrid was murdered last spring in an officially 
recognized hate crime. An appalling traffic bring¬ 
ing workers from North Africa to Spain by beat 
■ has led to 1000 deaths by. drQ.vming in the last 
five ^^/'300 in 1992 alont Apparently nobody 
cares, again we find the zero value put,on the life 
of a poor black person. 

• In Hungary, with 50,000 refugees from the war in 
the Balkans, Gypsies have been a favorite targcL 
One gypsy was beaten to death last Nov. 6 by 
skinhead. 

• Britain sees constant attacks on “blacks’* (which 
includes Indians and Pakistanis). One in three 
Britons does not want Arabs or Pakistanis as 
neighbors and two of three said in an October 
1993 poll that they don’t want to live near Gyp¬ 
sies. 

• In Holland middle-class white flight from the 
schools increases as the immigrant population 
rises. 

• Switzerland's 1991 elections showed rising ani¬ 
mosity to immigration when the leader of a right- 

, bt party scored big electian gaiits. 

.. • Australia began enacting tough policies in 1992 to ' 
deal with an immigration "problem” that critics 
say does not really exisL And. in an ultimate irony 
for white folks, we find that immigrants from *e 
Caucasus-^yes, Caucasiaiis^^ho have moved to 
Moscow since the Soviet Union disintegrated are 
resented, harassed and attacked as “blacks." 

Three chilling commottalities surface in. this geo¬ 
graphic mix. First, in almost every country the and-tm- 
migrant attack coincides with and nurtures a rapid 
growth of neo-Nazi and far-right groups. But the New 
Right is not a fringe creature; it- includes “respectable” 
reactionary politicians, with a numb« of them winning 
office on an anti-immigrant platform. 

• Second, many liberals join reactionaiy forces in 
scapegoating iiiunigrants. Some major environmental 
organizations have formed an anti-immigration alli¬ 
ance and are loudly demanding curbs on immigradon 
for its supposed ecological damage and excess popula¬ 
tion ("iininigrant women have high fertility rates”), h 
seems that 2-4 percent of the U.S. populadon causes 
every evil from pollution to traffic jams. 

Third, the attack on immigrants b usually racist 
(and often anti-Muslim). Paris's conservative mayor 
Jacques Chirac minced no words; they even have 


“smells" of their own, he said about immigrants. In the 
U.S. the very word "immigrant" means people of color 
in most people’s minds; forget the many Europeans. 

Why is The <jun Being Pointed ?' 

I inmigrajit^bashing and persecution embody a nil- 
mg class tactic going back centuries that blames 
-^outsiders” for a society's woes. Today's message 
is; *"Don’l blame corporate inicrcsts, don't blame ^ 
the Savings Sl Loan banks/don’t blame the govern*^ 
meat or elected officials, do blame immigrants!" 

“Operation Scapegoat" calls for the U.S.-bom to 
sec immigrajits as mdivtduals who have freely chosen 
to leave their homes and cultures, and not to see that 
most people migrate under the pressure of political 
economic or social forces* Similarly the receiving 
countrv is seen as a passive vicrim of invadling hordes, 
when in fact its policies may well "puir* migrants in 
various ways. The U3. sent S6 billion in aid to El 
Salvador’s govcTTuncot during the l9SQs to crush the 
popular insurgcDcy. Almost 500,000 destitute, fright¬ 
ened Salvadorans moved to Los Angeles, mostly dur- 
ing the I980s- Could there be a connection? 

Foreign policy including warfare is one answer to 
why people move across borders. Other politicomiii- 
tary reasons would be ethnic conflict, ci^^ strife, and 
persecution* These have had devastating impact in re¬ 
cent years; the massive dislocarion of pec^le in Iraq 
\ and Kuwait r a n yd by the Gulf War, the afrennaifa of 
.- the Berim Wall’s collapse, and effects of the disinte- ’ 
grarion of Yugoslavia mi the Soviet Union. 

The economic reasons for migration are no simple 
malter but we surely need to lock at immigrauon in 
relation to global eccHioniic tmds today* For centuries 
pressure from the failure of domestic structures to pro-_ 
vide basic employment and suteistence has created 
economic refugees. We can see the effects of contem- 
ponry ccoDomic restnictming, intended by capitalists 
to restore their profit rates and to hell with millions of 
skilled steel workers;, auto workers, and otbeis. Aituio 
Sancamaria Gomez, the Mexican professw and authoc; 
writes of iiow globalization has caused a deqraiing 
U.S- depciKlence on the Mexican immigrant work 
force, for exanqjle. “GlobaJtzarion puts a competitive 
premium on pools of low-paid, ‘flexible,* vulnerable 
wtHkers," he said in a Nation article (Oct. 25). Mcxi* 
can and other migrant Isiboi —especially when urtdocu- 
mented—is key to restructuring the U.S- economy. 

Histcflrically that labor carries great advantages for 
the capiialisL It is vulnerable, especially if undocu¬ 
mented, and totally disenfranchised. Here is the most 
basic function of the border: as a mcchanisni for defin¬ 
ing and maintaining control over labor by the posses¬ 
sion or lack of "legal" stains* History is packed with 
experiences of dcponaiion just when an undocumented 
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worker was due to be paid or 
when workers began to organize 
for their rights; of low wages and 
terrible working conditions ac* 
ccpccd because the alternative 
was deponation- Such crippling 
controls make the undocumented 
worker a very special kind of 
wage slave, more enslaved than 
waged. 

But die growth of global eco¬ 
nomic int^rarion involves more 
than cheap labor, as immigrant 
A nghts acUvist Maria Jimenea tells 
us. Why does The Wall Street 
Journal call for a totally open 
border, even as othcr"Voiccs from 
center to right demand tighter 
control? It seems possible the 
Journal understands that today 
countries belong to an intcr-dc* 
pendent collectivity shaped by 
global trends. That it questions 
the role of borders in an era of 
galloping, global economic inte- 
gr^on. Why tiy to regulate im- 


Latlao-fatmc, 


fl 
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rmgration with border control at a time of energetic 
ettoru to up national economies and create trad¬ 
ing blocs like NAFIA? 

Saskia Sasse^ of Columbia Univenity, a longtime 

expert on immigration issues, has written about such 

contradicuons. She points ouu for example, the wav 

* "^Siaian impact 

movS^T?^'' ^ investment 

moves. The real migrant is capital. 


What Is The bun? ' 

I nst^ of considering such realities, we are bar- 
raged with a repenory of hostile myths about im- 
iragrants. Wc hear regularly two key myths. (1) 
inunigrajiis are taking away jobs," 

In fact, in the U.S. the Raal Corporation, the Urban 
nsutute and the Heritage FbundaiiDn—hardly dens of 
lefitsm^l concluded in various studies that immi¬ 
grants do not lake jobs from native workers and de¬ 
press wages. Newsweek recently reported (and I would 
agree, from r^om observation of janitorial and other 
^icc work in a few cities) that during times of high 
nemp oymmt there may be temporary displacement 
m some job sectors. But even i/th^ha^ns, nSJ 

with ^ seated by the presence of immigrants 

sraviecs. This 

temporary displacement is numerically very small, Im- 
mi^ts mostly work in jobs in highly exploitative 
sectors like the garment industry, as nannies, or in the 



fields, with the legalized working 2-5 homs more per 
day than the general population. 

(2) “Immigrants use services but don’t pay-for ~ 

them, and thus they drain local and crate icsomees.” 

But again numerous studies show the oppositerimmi- 
grants, including the undocumented, pay more in taxes — 
than the cost rf the services they use. Busiaess Wedi 
(of July 13 1992) reported that immigranfs pay $90 
billion in taxes each year, while receiving S5 Hllion in _ 
services. (This truth is masked by the fact that much 
of the tax money goes to the federal government, not 
the sutc providing die services.) Also, immigiams use 
fewer services than the nadvc-bom; for the -ondocu- — 
mented, always fearful of capture and depatstioii, the 
pcnxntagc is tiny. The director of the National Immi¬ 
gration Forum says less than I percent of newly legal- _ 
ized immigiants received general assistance in 19S7- 
88 and I«ss than half a percent obtained food stamps 
and AFDC. As for social sccuiiry taxes, since most im¬ 
migrants arc young they will pay a dispropoitiotiate 
amount of tax for an increasingly aging population. ■ 
myths arc intended to prove that the very real 
deprivation experienced today by the U.S.-bam should — 
be blamed on immigrants—thar largely impoverished 
2-4 percent of the population. In Califomia, whose 
economic problems obviously rise from such who-Vc 
as failed new industries and severe cuts in tax revenoe 
under Prop. 13, this scapcgoatuig seems ludicrous.-In- 
stead of swallowing it we should all protest the Teal 
causes of the crisis and immigrants should be demand- ” 
ing: No taxation without representation. -- 
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Politics is the fiist, ob^ous place to find the !ta- 
sons for those mytSs/Goveinor Pcic Wilson's approval . 
raiing rose seven points soon after his ''get tough on 
immigrants” campaign wanned up. Immigrants have- 
always been a favorilc whipping toy and reerdement 
ploy for rightist forces. Such politics echo the anti^so--’- 
cial services, anti43bor shift that has swamped much^ 
of the world over the iast two decades/. 

A key part of this shift is the mteissification of ra¬ 
cism* and racism plays a key role in immigrant-bash¬ 
ing—so often that it’s somedmes hard to separate one ^ 
from.tec Jean-MarieLePen's rightist: . 

Nationai Front Party has-grown steadily for several 
years on a platform that-would cut off immigrarioa 
specifically of Arabs and Africans, 





ft -- 

I n' the long ni n ,. t i n ivcrsaily humane trearment of 
immigrants and refugees requites global changes 
^ today's coonomic policies and the supra-na- 
iional ageacies like the World Bank or GATT 
who dccerminc them/-MeanwhUe, we must deal ur¬ 
gently with the short nuL That .calls for two tdated 
kinds of action; building a new civil rights movement 
that includes immigrant and refugee rights, com¬ 
bating forces that pit people of color or workers 
against each ocher by scapegoating irmnigrants. 

On the first front we need to begin by defining im¬ 
migrant and refugee rights as a civil rights issue 
around which all must unite. We need a new civil 
rights movement that recognizes im migra nts arc usu¬ 
ally non-white and arc made vulnerable to exploitation 
and abuse b ecaus e they lack citizenship and knowl¬ 
edge of EnglislL_ At the top of our civil rights list is 
getting the Border Patrol under some control. We need 
procedures, starting with RR. 2119, the biunigration 
Enfoicemcni Review Cocnmissioii, to investigate cora- 
plaincs about this autonomous agency—the largest po¬ 
lice depanment in the guilty of lape and murder 
of defenseless imnugrant women and men, almost all 
Mexican or Ccntial AmcricaiL 

Nothing is more difficult than combaiing the di- 
visivcncss that has pit people of'Color against each 
otha; The mass media, right-wing organizations, poli¬ 
ticians. and normally prc^riessive voices have estab¬ 
lished a climate where 63 percent of 500 Latinos 
polled in California this year thought enforcing em¬ 
ployer sanctions was the best way to curb illegal im- 
mgraiion and 73 percent of African Americans believe 
inunigranis are taking their jobs, according to a Harris 
polL The right-wing Federation for American Immi- 
gfaoon Reform, FADC ran radio spots targeting black 
communities that .blamed the problems there on those 
foreign hordes coming across the bonier. In a mere 
subtle but equally ymial way, TV gives ns an automo- 
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OTmracrrial in which an African Amcricanjaalcs* - 
person says; 'Go sccrJUsing Sun, then-youIlL know- ^ 
why you have to buy your car from me/l 

School children Icamrracist anti-immigrant .qiithcts 
heard .from parents or the media. To hcar,^ Chicaoo 
kid sneer “Mcxi^c^” at a day laborer on ihc^trcctcor- 
ner is cause lo grieve mightily. To hear AfricaniAmai- 
caiLxhildrcn holler *^^eiback” at rcccntly'iiiimigrateL 
Latino kids who speak too little English foriseltrie- - 
fense is also grievous. To hear Latinos objcct/to .pro- 
tests about the bombing of an Asian rightsiocQto£be* 
cause :^ose people didnT>have it4ianL likcJis'Vis^ 
indeed, 

Wc^need to set aside narrow, reactionary ^natieoal* 
isms that tcU us to care only about our owft3ty/e%eed. 
to welcome and encourage voices that try^ expose 
the scapegoating. Hke-that of Joe WOlianis m^an. Afri* 
can American writing in the Los Angeles SenriiwWast . 
Sept. 9, Williams compared the eurrait attadcs^oo the 
undocumented to the harassment of blacks during the 
1950s-1960s, when many moved north or/west . as 
southern agriculture declined, “They were aocnaeL of 
taking the jobs of the white man. They were y eused 
whites] of undcimming the salaries of tmiaorwark- 
ers," But-it’s even worse .today, Williams es on c faid es.. 
tocause mainstream politicians as well as segnaeois of 
th&%black and Latino coimnuDities join :tbe^ltadcs* 
About Latino immigrants “We must lealize Hi^NCali* 
foniia and four other states were„ 4 ^an of Mexfaxv^.he 
says* ''il 

A new civil rights movement should not dcnjHliat 
class differences exist among immigrants, but^ose 
don’t justify the current denial of civil/bumaa ^gbts 
across the board, A word must also be said to organ* 
ized labor it’s time to reject that racist, elitist attitude 
toward immigrant workers,^including the imdocu* 
merited. Unions need to recognize the courageous d^ 
termination of workers today like the Los Angeles dry* 
wallers—almost all Ladnos-H^r the San Antonto gar¬ 
ment workers’ organization Fueiza Unlda—almost all 
Larinas, It could do much to revive the “U,S, labor 
movemenL Civil rights, human rights, labor rights: all 
arc needed. 

We are. left with a chllifig question of our time: WHI 
we finite to fight the devisive scapegoating of immi¬ 
grants? At the very least that attack will move -0,5* 
society still farther to the right Al worst, it can J isber 
in neo-fascist tendencies. 

The immigrant and refugee rights struggle poinrs to 
our need for a whole new world view. Does anybody 
really think the way to deal with an estimaied one mil¬ 
lion migrants wandering the planet today is by loddj^ 
some doors? There is no way that I9ih cennny nation¬ 
alism can be useful. It is profoundly baiwaid to go 
on seeing countries primarily as bordered naoon-siatcs 
which can resolve issues like immieiarion policy^uni-- 
No Hay Frvnicras.. Z 
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Open Borders For All! 


Ai the Easi-’Wesi Lensioni of the “Cold cm 
dUappc&r Luio the irmali of hinory^ TMrd World people 
ire now coming midenhe even more ciuliini grwp of the 
New World Order. After the dLssobuoa of the “Cold 
Wu^', we ire seeing i new wtr being farther developed 
- deirly U has been in cunence for decades, but it ii now 
becoming more visible and defined > svd thj>t it ihe 
current North-South suoggle. One aspect of thii iliugglc 
is ihe current limillon facing Third Wcjrld refugees and 
immigranu in the northern industrialized mdoni. With 
this issue of Ann The Spirit, wt are focasing modi 
mention on the new tsylum-policies being implonp^ned 
icrof s Europe. We hive reprinted docsimaiU and com- 
on the LSine of refugees ind migration politics, 
but as these lskki are also of rdevaiioe to the ctxtTent 
situation in Nonh America, we would "Ifi like lo o^er an 
overview of the ideologicaj istnes involved in the ques¬ 
tion of refugees md asyhun-poliucs. Ai well, we touch 
upon the organizing efforti of refugeeaAaziugiints and 
the lutoaonurt-left to thwart both these tpediic polidei 
and the growing tide of righl-wing extremism across 
Europe in gcnei^. 

Asylum FoUdes In the New Europe 

Just by iooking at the suristia, h'l clear that the 
paranoid fear which is sweeping Europe with regard to 
the present “flood" of immigrants bu been carefully 
crafted by the mling powers to terv^ dieir ideotogicaL 
needs. Most mlgrttioa takes place within the nodom of 
the Thiee Contioenii thaiLSelves; only a very few people 
ever reach the wealthy northern meUDfntei. 

Altbou^ life m the nonhem moropolei provkfes 
refugees with obvioni material idvintag?ea over their life 
back in the Three Cgptincnti, theix aitiudon is hardly 
enviable. They face new (and somedmes not to new) 
fonns of an oppressiou which manifnri iiself within the 
eniLre sodal^poKtical-'ecoDCTUc fmewode d toctety* 
Upon readung Eorope; many tefugeet and tmmigraau 
run tnio irnmrdtitr otaadcs. For exao^e, in many 
Burepean ooinndes tb^ are not allowed to have joba for 
anywhere up to 5 yciiv Ded^ anj economic adf* 
sufficiency, they are forced to seek to Stale aiiiftwice. 
This ecm?mic auinancc^ which is tpmhnal u ben, 
invariably forces them mio ctmpt ran by both the Sure 
and private agendei nach u the Red Ootf. Tfaeie esz^M 
eat off ihetr freadon of movemem and ability bo or- 
gaimze,andmioi]recwiaDowifoettkdntseai cheap 
labour. Ootiideihe rampa die ritnatjoa ia laot much better. 
InititULicmalized racism foroea refageea and immigrenta 
to assimilate imo a Boitipean sodesj dial does hoc rakift 
into aococmt ifaeti diffmat iingntitic and cnhutal 
giouDds. Tlui makes goiiiig jobt or job training, aceeai 
to proper educatkn^aoelcmg iodalasaiitaooe,etc.,dhll- 
cdi or almon hDpotsibte to obcihL Womm, in ptrricolir,' 
muit cope with ihe double oppresiaoa of beiog both 
refugees and women. Indeed,Empe't afylura-pohcief, 
in addhioo to thur obrioui mciit oTcrtonea, are also 
tnhertatly lexitf-Womeztwboseekc&voToeorsepaiirion 
ftmn their Immigrwii husbands, for exmple, lannoc seek 
an individual aiyhtm request if iheir wndal emnnee inio 
Europe was gnuted as die spouse of tt aiyltzm’ieekej. 

Inside the 12 European CoausBuiy OBC) oaiioiu, 
there are residisg at present, out of a lot^ of some 340 
million persona, cmJy about £.1 millkin foreigners - leas 
thin 2%. Nonedieless, politidisa m Enrope are temm- 
mg about how “The Boat » FuUE* But h'l not udy 
Qiriitian Deraociaii md the pwties of the right who are 
to blame forthe rise in radsm. Cries 6uns poUtidazti, very 
often social democrats, for stricter tmnigralioQ cootrola 
have led lo uaic support for right-wing exiicmist vio¬ 
lence. Far-rigta poliucal parries such as the Nariooal 
Front LD France, the Vlaami Blok in Belgium, and the 
Lombaid League in Italy have actively campaigned on 
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anti-immigrant political pinforroi. Boih the National 
Front and Vlaams Blok hive openly eaUedfortheforesd 
removal of refugees and immigrimt aod further cur- 
lailemni of djeir rights. Recent electoril ruocessei by 
these parties shows tbai their policies are being met with 
growing iccepiance. Indeed, the National Front, under 
the leadership of Jean^Marie LePen, recemly captured an 
average of 15% of the vote nationwide in recent muiuci' 
pal decrions, in some areas capturing a higher pereenuge 
than FraiK:c'i ruling SocUlifii. In thii atmosphere, other 
political parties are using anti-immigitat hysteria to 
bolster thdr popularity. Rightist polirital candidtatci 
fuch as Parisian mayor Jacques Chirac have complained 
of the *^oiie and smelJ** of immigranli and funner preri- 
doit Valeiy Giicard D'Esiaing has likened immigration 
to m ^invasion". These scastimenli ire not eaclusive to 
the right, however. The French Communist Party, for 
example, supports tougher munlgnrion Iswi in order to 
“proiea French jobs for Preach workm”, and in m toy 
countries it It the Social Democrats who have beai 
sounding the cry for uriacr border conticli and tougher 
asylum policies to cimdtdowi] on the “pamiilc illegali^ 
who are milking EuTOpe't welfare syrtem. Even tl^ 
Greens have not taken a resolute stand cm the issue. Some 
Green parties feel that the boat truly is full, and that 
Europe*! already fragile ecosystem can't bear the burden 
of thoosands more umnlgraiits. Despite ihcir vague 
wishes for a '*niulti<!ulmrai sodety", Greens acrott 
Europe have taken pan in the parliameniaiy disoisrioDi 
on cuibmg immigrarioa oumbcra, and they have pot 
taken the slogan oi the radical-left: “Asylum Righu 
forAiir. 

Eorppe, in fact, has been hit cm aU sides with the 
complexities of the refugee lituarion, ■ simatJDQ wtdeh 
makes dear the contradioknif of c^ntilism. With 
collapee of the East Bloc, tbe fallen Sutte-sodillsi econo^ 
mies have left in their wake high uaes^loymBit 
economic despair, aod tem of thottsands of E^Ewope- 
ans have begun heading westward. But no longer are 
these people welcomed ai potidcaJ refugees; now they, 
tike to many oibcn bom the Three Conrinents, are 
labelled as “econraiuc reftigees** and told to leave. 

With European onhy just aromd the comer, 
Europe's mling powers have gone into high gear in thdr 
affernpri to luccesifDlly ptepare Eniope for iu role ai i 
world economic st^er-power. But tfaeif pceparatiom for 
the biraiiicalirieicdiiiiity were in faaftaried years ago, 
behind dosed doors. Ibdrgoat has always been - as more 
and more people are now begioning to realize at the Iasi 
moment - to extablldi a syitom of reguladon, telecrioo, 
and control to tafe^gmrd the Eaiop^n focirEit, Through 
variooa treaiiei like the Sdiengeo Agreement and ihe 
INtoUn Accord, Europe'i member oationi are preparing 
to take the ftctl steps lowirdi harmoiuziDg tire asylum 
potldca of the various mdmdbal EC siatea and to ibereby 
put an md to wfan they see as the most ptesiing problem 
of the *90's: “uncomroUed”iiiig ration. 

Agalo, th]i line of policy it not cidtuivdy right- 
wtng. En fact, whu we are almost seeing is a crude ie- 
deftnirinn of toe wdal demoentic raeda, an iiten^ to 
make the mon of “Ae pctenutl of sociefy" {u KARA 
note in todr commumqw). Strict asylum-pohcles, whidh 
■re obviously ricift, are not necesiarily ciduiivdy so. 
Again, Burape'i rulktg powera da not want to elimiiLito 
toe migration of cheap labour to withtn toetr borders, 
rather they wict to control it bener. Bmope't welfare 
abundaziee was built, to a Urge degree, [hanks to the 
people of toe Three Ckmiinmu. In addidon lotheobvjous 
faa that toe capitabsi imperialism of Enropean muhl- 
nationaJ cotpontiooi has, for decades, been txpiditing 
toe lurioQS of the Three Coutinenli to feed the European 
production sector* I insariible need for raw maieriaii, 
also within Europe as weJL cheap and illegal migrant 



labour hai been a widely-utilized base in toe Labour 
market, even if offidal tuiisticf never record this facL „ 

Europe needs toil expendable labour bsie now 
more than ever, erpccially as imificariou will bring m- 
creased demands for better pioducriou in order to slay 
compeutive in the global capital market. For one thing, 
Europe is faced with a demographic lime-bomb, namely 
a dedining birth-rate. Thus, toe oq^italict economy in 
Europe in toe '90i will require migration, so toe goal of 
Europe*! ruling powera is to cocliol and maxiinize the 
efficiency of the influx of foreignen. No longer will skin- — 
colour alone be toe deciding fioor. What will be sought 
after, however, ii flexibility, adaputoiltiy, aod poliucal 
fubmiistveneat^ 

Bui what will toe effects of this harmonired policy 
be? For one thkig, Bujope will indeed begm to resemble 
a fortreiI, as toe BC*i outer botderi become more and 
mofemilitsrized, like toeRio Grande in Americana souto- 
wesL bi fact, army units are already being used lo aid in 
border controU acrosi southena Europe, and toe Austri- ~ 
ana are leading toe way out £«t by increasing patroli to 
stop toe flood of Hut Buropean immigrant!. And in line 
with the TREVI Agreement, miemirional cooperaUon in 
data collection and policing efforts will be greatly inten¬ 
sified. The goal of this is two-fold: ftmly, to create 
EUROPOL, a European-wide police networit, united by 
a massive tomputer syiltui, toe Schengen Informarion 

System (SIS); and secondly, to also use this baiznoolzed,_ 

data coUealon to strictly Dontml ImmigridotL 

Soon, Europe will have b place a “one-shot'*policy 
with regard to asylum applicarions. This mesns that i 
person seeking asylum In ibe European CcFmmunity must 
apply at the nation he/she arrives at, and toe dccisioo " 
handed down by toil nstion ^iipIJei for entraoe Into all 
other nations, in ether words, refugees and immigrants 
will only have one chance to enter Europe, and if they fail 
ai one port of entry, they woQ*t be allowed in at any otoei - 
European port of eniiy, Thii it designed to clamp down 
on the Inter-Europesn inigTaijon of “illegals". Cunenlly, 
“i]legai“ immigrant! can move between various nations 
in Europe in toe hopes of findtiig one with a more lenien'i 





■jylum policy* This ii loon to be bailed, boib ^iih 
hinDomzftd wtEJBiii regulitiooi, «id ilio with tht uiC of 
gf&iicT nmnberf of unnjigiiii'^ pobcc who will MJrch 
Europe's mner-citiej m. to effort to gAtber up *L]licgtli 
for deporutiort. And in m efiTon to nop people from 
ijybj to enter Buropc ia the fTTflpliCflptbe Schco^cn md 
Doblm Accords seek to cut down od flight from the 
Hiiiotu of origin iheiuclvei. Aiready, there irt visa 
re^jiiirementi for catering Europe from iboui 60 Diiioci* 
Alioi Gerauny, for example, dreiset knmigrstidn police 
m T ufthwnM [Gemiia airline - ed. J uaifomii lo tb^ cm 
moTt easily dieck exit papers and stop certain people 
fitrm tTying to eniet Europe before they ever leave their 
nitioa of origiiL 

Re*iftanoe To Eurt^e^i Aaylum-Palkdes 

AgttfU the foddea prominence of the '"refogee 
problem" m Europe hu ualeiihed i tide of xenopfeobii 
azkd ntciam which bai maaifertcd itielf in eoinnleii at¬ 
tacks by rigbt*wm| extnemifu upon refugeca and immi- 
fnnts ail acrou Eort^jt- Ai a resuh, mistaocc to these 
evenu bai had to be two-fold: lesirtisg the EC's new 
asyhim-policies b genenJ and also aedvely confronting 
acrive neo-Naxi groups* 

Acmti Europe, refugees and immifraiiubave been 
orgmizing and liking action igiiast munigration poli¬ 
cies, as well u aaivcly defending tbemKlves from fas¬ 
cist anacks* For eitmpic, in Ff*Qce,thefe have bed over 
4000 setf«help aisociatidrti lei upby munigrams, mmy 
with the explicit ■im of righting racisnL Others have 
Lstoi diitci laion 10 proieit their trtanncnU During the 
many atiackf by fsscins, police have refused to bter- 
veoe, so ii is only wboa ih€y actively defended them- 
selves thii rcfugeei hive been sblc to lepd the inacken* 
J^r examplei tn Nordefftedi, in northeni Gennany, i 
group nl 70 refugees who had oco^td i church in 
Nenrountter for 6 weeks in an attend to bah th«r forced 


illy ami-imperialirt outlook on migritiorL. 

Ever since Gomany’i reunLficatioa on October 3, 
1990 * thcTC has been i dnimaiicriic in right-wing naiion- 
aliit cxtremiiirL And more recently,thii bai berei spurred 
on by the paranoia lurrounding the refugee “problem"* 
decried by ihc poUdciini. Racist attacks by right-wing 
groupi on foreignen - in the form of gingi of yotaiJu with 
bats auacking foreigners, fiit-bomb macks on 
foreigtia'i hwsci and ssyimn-cenLrti, etc* * became 
daily eveuu by tbe end of August 1991* Ibe poLiticiani 
did little but verbally denexmee these pogroms - indeed 
the nding powers tolente the exirt^ce of neo-Nazi 
groups for their funcaJoiiiJ value, in ihii case, of addiog to 
the jnedii bypeJhysteria around theiefogee blue - and all 
the leff oovld misage was adumpemg cnes for more 
police proiecdon- So h was really only the autonomist 
scene which aaively sougM to provide real concrete 
loUdaiity and support. 

The name Hpyenweida has become syoonynMHii 
with asylum politics m Germany* In early September 
1991 p Hoyenwerda, a quiet East German dty whose 
indusiiy is about to go completely bankniix, was ihe site 
gf nightly auaeki by right wing extremisu on an apart¬ 
ment houiiug primarily Vietnamese imnu- 

grants* The attacks were so repeat^ and jo vicious that 
the umnigriBls had to be taken om of the dry. But whai 
was most frigbienirig about die ordeal was the faa that the 
nightly anacki had the iilcnt, and also the active support 
of Hoywswerdi reiideUL* This tig]^ei deep-seated ra- 
dmi, but h aliopoinu out something the Tulmg pawert 
actively try io exploit, namely the economic rinstration 
fell by so many working-elass Genuans, particulary in 
the now-defunct GDR. This ii an effective means of 
preventing mass protest fiom the German proletariat 
against ihe Stsie. nuncly termag the lewer-clasici ooto 
the only icgtnmi of sodc^ more vulnCTabU and ex- 
plotted than them: the refugee potpalitims. On Septonber 


29, i huge tnu-ragisi oonvoy headed out from Berlin tnd 
convened a huge demo in Hoytrewerdt, The march, 
which w» plag^ by intenial problcmi whidi resulted 
m CGnfiontadoas with ibe police, was nonctheleis impor-^ 
tant because of the concrete coopemiioo which took 
place between auteoDmists and refugees* 

The anti -fuciit resistince (more commonly known 
as ANTIFA - Ami-Fasciit Action) in Germany has, in ha 
mtcmal ditcussioni, been trying lo uckle two potentiil 
pit-fillf in its organizing; the first being ihu the ANTIFA 
movement must not become merely an anti-Nazi move¬ 
ment, but should keep a broader, anti-imperialist per- 
tpecitve. Obviously, ureet-lcvd coofrontaiioni with 
Nazis - ** Attack The Nazii Wherever They Appearl" ii 
one popular slogan - musi conrinue^lxst ANTIFA organ* 
irini efforts have to keep a broader view u well, because 
the State, again, merely utilizca the extreme right to push 
throu^ its own capitalift ideological agenda. As many 
ANTff^A diicuitiona make note of^ the State itself is not 
fasdst - it*i a big mistake lo think this - but it does udliie 

fiicift taciics a^ groupt- Bearing this in mind, amoa* 
omist groups have tried to remain acti re on both of these 
fronu* For example, on October IS, 1991,5 buses used to 
forcibly trinEport refugees out of Berlin againsiibcir wdl 
- osteniibly “for ihdi safety" -were dtitroycd in a fire¬ 
bomb aiiack by an anti-reclsi group who were expressing 
solidarity with the refugees* wishes to fredy decide 
where they want to live. Similar anarki on bus and tnvcl 
agendes responsible for forcibly rdocaiing refugees 
have occurred feceaity in Berlm* And as for ifae Nizii, 
gne of (he best reoeni afliocs was the October 28,1991 
anack on Karl Ptolacek*i house Folicek, the leader of the 
extreme-righiFreedomWorkeriPaiTy (FAP) isoneofihe 
many neo-Nazi politiciani whose electoral SQ|^it has 
bcoi growing reomily* In ihe atuck, approximitcly 40 
masked autonomists drove up outside the house and 
anadted with stonei and molotovi u Polacek and 30 


txmaferto a refugee ^sehsr m the ex*GDR were forced to 
^ vf p t the offer of an allegedly “safe" refugee shelter in 
rite ex-CDR. Within one week this shelter was anadted 
by over 200 fudfti widi lire-bombt and kuivci. The 15 
p^JccuteD at the sconce fled, leaving the refugtts to stop 

die fatciss anack ihemsdvos* The rehtgeea then reoccu¬ 
pied die diardi In Noidmtodi, woe ag^ forced to 
leave, and have now sought refrige in Shalom Piriih,altO 
in Nordemedt. This Parish is also demanding that ihc 
refugeea leave unmedinely, and h will not provide any 
food or medical si^ei to toem* Cto Febmary «, the 
terisgecs began ihQngesatrike.Thii is just of one of many 
bidstivei ihit ti being otganlzed md carried M by 
tedageea m dicir right for die ri^it to detennme for 
dbouelves where they shall live. 

WIdrin tiK radied-kfi there tuve been many inhia- 
tivai imdcnakG! in solidarity with tefogecs and imnti- 
grxDis, oo many diffreeni leveU. The dandciiinc move¬ 
ment, moft tkotabfy RevoKnionuy Ami-Radift Acrion 
(RARA) in the Netbeiiaiids md the Revohimonary Cdli 
(Pevol«ionajre ZeUen - R2> m G«5einy, have bm 
the State ^pantos that dktatei LnEnigratioa 
policy and iti implcmcDuriocu The most regent RZ acUQO' 
was ilreiraiiAck 00 the Refugee Divixioa of theprovincUl 
admioisiiatioii Wildmg in the town of Boblmgen on 
August 2^ 199L This attack caused over S375,CX)0 dam* 
age md desuoyed data riles ou over 10,000 refugees -a 
eoDcrele lundxa&ce to the State'l depovtshon sdiemes* 
And there have been similar fmafler marks thioogbout 
Gomany by amonotnous groups on idniniitriiive tar¬ 
gets designed to Itoth proleit Germany'I uylum polldei 
a&d to expreii tolidariiy with ill pescplet of the Three 
Cominoui fwkirtg material rid in the wealthy nonhem 
mctropoles. Indeed, the RZ tiuotc refugees who speak of 
a "migrarioD waF* bemg dedared on the tmperiahst 
uoithcm powers by the refugees tnm ihe Three Conii- 
naiti. After decades of exploitation, the people of the 
Three O m tmfi n » are now coming to claim what it theirs, 
■ jusuflable daim made by many imnii|riais. And much 
of the (white) left in Europe* while gladly cipraiimg feel¬ 
good solidaiiry, h« bad trouble coping with this cxplic- 


Actions In Solidarity With Refugees 


Refugees are oftea traesponnd, against their will, 
fromplaocs deetned too dangerous forwent onacoouDt 
of the rising tide of ladim. 

Every day, so both old and new pms of Genniny, 
there are attacks on refogesi and tmmigTauu* 

Before these reccni InddcDU, such macks and 
hizroiliatagas did not oooor to such i degree in Beriin, 
becuase moft lefiigeei are here for the rim time. 

We stud in prine^le behind the right to freely 
choose where people wish to Uve; and this mdudes 
munigranti and refugees! 

MaimhameiitmBc, Wednesday night: 

Buics bdougiog to **Bayem-Exprest", the eom- 
pany which it primarily respotulble for the tnupoiu- 
ties of ttfugees out of Wai^ooofei [a part of Berim - 
ed.) • these buses are burnt, and they won't be used 
tgiiD toon* 

Our action won't end mcitm or the implementt- 
tion of ajyluro pol jciea. But bop^uUy we hdp to 
ditnipi things, because otherwite the whole radst 
Ap^Mxatus would opeme without my frioiom 

So lei's this apparama with a varieQ^ of 
aerionfl 

ARAG (an antl-metet group) 

On the order of the branch of the Refugee Ad- 
ministnhoa m Wateriooufer* refugees, against their 
decUied will and despite all of their legal rights, have 
been “removed" to the former DDR [East Genuany * 
ftd]. Their lubjeoion has been used as a meani of 
showing that life for them b Wen Germany Is impoi* 
lible* 

Tolciarion of ridst aiiacks ii one of the clearest 
forms of the Sute'i cold refusal to deal with the prob¬ 
lem. And ihcn there's ihe lo-callcd “noraiar* livicig 


coodliions which range from Inhumane living accom¬ 
modations to madegoate norting care to the eompleie 
deiual of medicil tieaimcn]- And with the new rocas- 
nrei - intern cenires, qmcker deponaponi, the record¬ 
ing of police records, and the increued coc^pcredcu 
between the police sod social workers - the lyrtetu of 
deicnence, ooutrol, and expulsion it being perfected* 
The repressive efaancrr.r of the West German state is 
made clear by ifaii qq the weakest tegmeai of the 

population* 

But the refugees are reiisting tU of tbit, fay stiug- 
gltng for concrete improvemoata m their care, by or¬ 
ganizing th^ self-defense againti ncift ana^, and, 
like in Schwalbach, where they are resisting iheir 
removal to the former DDR, Over the kit few weeks, 
many groups of refugees have ibandoned their ap¬ 
pointed residoicei and decided forthem*elve!i wh'^re 
dtey wish to live* We tuppon these efforts. ^ 

On ihe other hand, it*i Decessary lo anark the 
OTgani md fundiooariei who cany out this inhumsne 
treatment of refugees. 

That's why, on 21^0^91, we smashed ibe wta- 
dowi of five travel agencies belonging to “Bayern- 
Express" and made the offices unusible by tofiing 
butyric acid miide, Bayem-Expreis has for the past 
two ytsn* and especially over the Uit two weeks, 
carried out several “raAOvaJi" of imwilling refugees 
uj the former DDR* 

For the right to stay and thefree choice of where to live 
for refugees 1 

For a itrong inii-raciii stiuggiel 
Autonome Groups 

(Fond gretiingt to the anii-racid group ARAGI) 
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Qtha fiani were hivkg ■ nwvting iuide. 15 ngbi-wisg 
extianiftx were injufed in ihe meek end no ftotoDonufU 
were tnened. Other cfTeoive efiToru tndude the puhlkh- 
ing of photos, ntznes, iddieites, tnd cir-detcrL{xioiu of 
Imowo neo-Kuis, 

The second thing to be ivoided td «n tmi^ndit/ 
■nU'fuciit otgvuzmf eroond ihc iiiuc of aiylmn poli¬ 
tic* jj tbe tendency (puticuluy of ihe white left) to 
ot^edify nivgeci end to dowiKpIty their own 
ing efforts. What the lutonomift scene has tned to do is 

to cany out hi aoiooi not "on behalf or the refQgeei, but 

mtherin stippoit of themfogeei' own ttmggk*. Such was 
the ease for exuxq^k, with ihe made on the biuei b 
BeriiiL likewise loaeka on neo^Nas group* are a con- 
creie way the aaimiogiista cm piovi^ lolidaniy and 
tuppon for the refugees, wiibom using Ihe lefugeei* 
cause to further loitke other politici] agenda. Autnn- 
omiiti in Suoigaii, and in oto Germaoi citiea aa weh, 
have alao reoemly begun actively ■upponing the immi- 
gmnu* own oigaaijqutooal effons by wcik^ ihgether 
with refugee oigaidwioas, iinmigndi*ycimh street 
gmgi,etc.OaOaobeTlO, 1991, after amoetlni between 
tome 30 amcDoioiiu and mother 500 or to primarily 
Ttukiih yoodu, Ibe group gplit up and began pmoUiog 
the streets b order to Sod and attack iKo-Nadi, Sudi 
cooperaUGD boweeo tutouonusu and itreei gang mem- 
ben causes the poike great ooncem, of course. 

Ibe kftbaa a gron lendeucy to be patenaiUiic and 
evot raciti wfoi it comes to oomprehsiding the psub^ 
lemi faced by people of colour. The ooly way to bodi 
overcome this and to provide concrete political st^jpoit 
M Well Li to orgaaizE alongside these groeqM, using 
meiDi which ftl the conditiooi tmder which d!^ live. 

The Current Sitnttlou In North Amerka 

While coudiiniu ire the tame here in North Amer¬ 
ica, they hire not ya reached the levels that wc see in 
Europe. Rccei g diangei to Canadian immigratiou policy 
are deiigiieid to make it more difflculi for Third World 
people to seek refugee staiui in For eiample, 

Canada nuiutamed i lilt of countries which they would 
not deport rtfugee daiminis to. Called the 1 I id, it 
included couturies such as El Salvador and Guaiemala. 
While this Ua provided a cenab measure of proicoion, 
the faa that an entry viai wai ncceiury made flight 
difficult, often with tragic cooiequcnces. Upon reaching 


Cinada^ refugees have to meel a narrow definition of 
whM cQostituiei a refugee, one which ftresiu bdividu- 
alired peraecurioa, u evidenced an immigration 
lawyer who hai stated "a villager who ii abot at because 
of his or her political opinion can be a reftigee; viltageri 
who are bombed from the atr because they live in guer- 
rilia-controlled tertitory sire not thereby cxiniidered lefti- 
gees“. 

Another detmeat in Canada*! tmnugiuioD system 
11 otK which, although not yei implemcnied, could have 
severe conaeqaaicei for refugees coming lo C ana d a. The 
Safe Third Country coacagH declares aa bdigible for 
refuge status ill clairoauU who, after having fled their 
ccontiy of origin, have lived in a country wbldi the 
CmadiiD government declares "safe" (that ia, t country 
which, in Canada*! opinion, it iKit in the habit of return^ 
ing IcgiiimaLe nfugeei to their hoaeiindi). This list ii as 
y ^ panJy anfKy, due UigreaL puttothe faa ihai whilethc 
US is a signatoty io the UN cenveotioQ and an ally, at the 
same tunc it njeds over96% Salvadoran refugees and 
1 United States DLitrict Court decided in 19Sg that the 
U.S. it unsafe for Salvadoran refugee*, dearly, if imple- 
memed, refugees coming to Canada through the U.S. 
could conceivably be prohibited from living and working 
m Carada, due to their having reaided in the US. 

i^uftber,imderaiiew law, it is n offencelo organixe 
refugees to come tp Canada, to aid or abd a peaiOQ 
wiihoitt val id travel documents, or to aid persons comm| 
inio Canada wiihoiA docmncQis. Hili is an obvloot bm- 
drence to refugees in that many refugees fledng pcrtecu- 
rioQ and represtion do not or cannot have valid travel 
documents, or destroy them for their own protection. 

Qearfy then, the Ctnadian immigration system ii 
actively promoting deurretus a* a means of deahi^ with 
refugee*. And in a rwcmeni which seems to parallel 
ibo K made in the Sehengm Agreemesg, tho JnunigriUQii 
Commistkm told ha employees just before these new 
measure* came m that "FrevoitiOn of arrival ii ag Linpoi- 
ttut as mnoviJ m reducing demand upon, the refugee 
deagmimatioB proces*," 

For those refugees already in Canada, and for ibose 
lOemptiQg to enter the country, the rise to prommence of 
political pasties such as the Refonn Party a^ of noo-Nazi 
Ofgnuzatiaiu such as ihe Hesitage From givei much 
cause forconccni. Tbe Hesdtage Front, based in Toronto, 
OiUiio, CD eiplidtiy ladst orginiiatkn with a strong 
ami-ntonigretioD ptafform,!* ledby Wolfgug Droege, i 
foimer ICn Khix Klan recrmier who wu arrested a few 
yean agoafteraoMcniptbyahaiidfulofKlaamcmben 
to ovesAfOW die govenmientof Doaunici. TlaeHejiuge 

has stroDg ties whh faaciii sktnlr#^ gnn^M, aiul 
last year h tried lo being Holomusi reviaionist David 
Irvmg to Tenooto to ipeak. Hie Front alao itn* a racist 
Tutflme** caDed die **Aiiti-lmmigiation Hotline**, which 
baa been targeemg Native peoples md lefugoea. The 
Refonn Party, Cmada*! fourth largen potidcal party, it i 
right-wihi pa^ which on the question of mmigmioa 
trgoei that "immigtanu ibould poiteu ihehomaa capi¬ 
tal necessary lo adjusi quickly and mdcpendenlly to the 
needs of Canadim society and the jobmaiket^ Qearly, 
a policy exchrdea most Third WorkI people. Further, 
Ihe Reform Pany suppotu an immigrariou policy that has 
as Hi focus only Caiada*a economic needs, la a recent 
development, seven! memben oi the Heritage Front 
who bad joined the Refonn Patty were cxpdkd Thii 
ccpoifioi wiitio doubt based on thedettreof the Refonn 

to presem t dean image fox mainstream Canada, 
bcu, a* Heritage Front Leader Droegc stated, *Tbe Re¬ 
form Party ii pexfea for ut. We Amd for the same 

thing I." 

The lituaijou fscmg refugees md immigrantf li 
nmilariy grim in the United States. On January 31, Ibe 
Sopreme Court voted 8-1 to allow the forced repariitJon 
cf Hiilian refugees ftom the US cavaJ base at Guanun- 
■mo Bay in Cuba back to strife-tom HakL Ahbough US 
f ovemment officials daim there is no evidence to su^ 
port clakm that, forcibly reuimed refugees face pcrtecu- 
tiaei, ait remming refugees are photographed and fmger- 


priuied by Haitian ofTiciili and there irt no US offSdali—^ 
tn Haiti to follow up on brutality cltimi. 

In the US presideatial j^imary elections, debate hai 
sround jobs md the ^middle claji*, with aoi s 
ibgle one of the Democratic Party coniendcri ipe*kins_ 
out agiinn Bush's deportation polity. But comervsiive 
RepublicKD challenger Psi Buchanan bai made his ssiti- 
menis known: ihe US should Uierally build a fence along 
its border with Mexico to stop (he flood of illegtls froei 
"siealmg American jobs". Indeed, Buchanan*! ability 10 ““ 
regularly ganici aileast 30% of the Republican Party vote 
is in many ways more fri ghtcoing than David Duke' 1 - the 
former JUtn leader and founder of the Naiional Atsoda* 
tion for ihe Advancement of White People - ability to wia?^ 
over 40% of the vote in LouJiiana's gubernatorial elec¬ 
tion. Buchanan's far-righi rtand on most iisiiei, mclud- 
ing his blatantly ridst tnii-refugee ixsnoe, speaks tc 

racist ttetors of white American society. What** mote_ 

with his “respectable** history as a CNN uBc-ihow host 
and Dewspaper columnist, as opposed to Duke'i past ac 
1 Nari organixer, Buchanan has sucoeeded in becomln| 

1 legttimaie poUdeal coniender who ii able to get ploity 
of TV interview time to spread his coEUcrvaiive tbttoric.' ‘ 
Buchanan feeli so eonndent in his ability to develop a 
following that he baa stated that if die Republican Party 
coaliDuei to “ilfify from iu most basic values** and noJ 

dump Bmh and Dominate him trfrn^ for this year'a_ 

preiidfiitial election, then he has vowed to form a new 
conseiYitjve parry to challenge the Republicani in the 
1 995 eleoJont. 

The current refugee policy of the United States U 
already forboding, with most iu^jems for “change'^ 
ooming from forces like Fat Budunan cc the right, while 
most ofthelibcii]'-left has been wholly silent on the issue 
President Buck eoniinDes to justi^ foreibly deportatin^ 
Htiiiini who hive entered the US u “ecoovmic“ refu-"^ 
gees. Bush hat alsoeome up with an mieresting new way 
IQ implement the “peace dividend": using Gulf Wt: 
trucks and to patrol ihc Rio Grande border, AB oj 

this, combined with a new work-permit card wiueh offi-_ 

dais claim ts foigcry-proof, should help die Bush ad- 
numstmioQ achieve Hi predioed got! of aw mitiioo 
deportation* in 1992, 

Open Borders? No Borders! 

The visible trend in refugee policies when lookutg 
■1 both Western Burope as well as North America is one 
of prevention, dctcniioo, and sdectloo. It*s both • radii 

prognm desigiied to protect white sockty and white job*— 
as wetl IS a capitaliA manouevre to insort the cooimued 
eooDomie domintarion of the North over the Sooih, with 
those refugees which are allowed to emer the “fomess** 
beooming epdauUy utilizad to achieve total economic.— 
effideQcy 10 u to increase the Ijvmg ttanUrds alieady 
eijoyed by those in Nonbem raetropoliian socieiy, Id^ 
deed, since Ihe motives behmd Nonhem refugee potiaei 
are both rectsl and capiLalist, and not soley one 01 the 
other, has resulted in a visdoui circle of hale and explol-^ 
tationi the plunder of the South sendi a stream of refugees 
10 the mciropolei of the North, where umugiantj art 
cenfronted with ndrthate and fisciii violence, which it 
UciUy flirted the Slate and fed wtih govcmmeni- - 
generated pannoia to anempt to win public aoppon for 
bereaied oontroli ovei refugees, and this ti to funhes 
protect the North*! economic lupeiioriiy which is the 
root of the proUciD to begm with. ^ 

Our response lo all of thii bai to go beyond calling 
for i mure ‘'bumme** refugee policy. Wc have to help 
bring w end to the dominaiion of ihe North over the 
South and pan of thii it demandkg thu all botden be 
open to eveiyonel “ 

Th£following isapartiolHstofsourca ustdfor this 
ortkU: Radikal, KonfirntmU, NN, In:rrim, TAThhit^ 
Toronio Ecpmrdia, Cornmnnity Charge^ Nieareg « 
dariiy NsfworJL.. 

(From Arm The Spirit §11 - JoftJFeb, 1992) 







Fearof 
the Shivers 
of Freedom 

by Ingrid Strobl 


hough we only know a hk about matriarchy and 
about certain matriarchai sodeiies from histori¬ 
cally factual materials (as opposed to retrospective 
daydreams), one thing h sure: namely, that patri¬ 
archy as a ruling system could only be €acablLshed after a 
iong and bloody struggle* The proof can be found in European history^ 
in the classic legends and stone ubiets depicting the Amazons, in the 
wtch hunts* and also in ihc ethic of Rousseau and the Napoleonic 
Code, Yet even after the temporary tom] defeat of the female gender, 
over and over agaiii groups of women rose up against what wzs thought 
of as their “natural destiny*^ 

In the l6Eh and 17ch centuries, for instance, numerous groups of 
^ women fought for lives which were independent of men. They 
survived in various ways: as craftswomcn, migrant laborers* midwives, 
or even swindlers* These women refused to be reduced to the role of 
“rq^roducen™ Rather-they were noisy, insolent* and rebellious, and 
were actively involved in developing political sects and rebellious 
movements* They formed a feisty revolutionary potential, and were 
thus a threat to both the secular and spiritual powers> The witch hunts 
which accompanied the consolidation of the state were developed as 
an instrument to suppress these potential and sometimes acute upris¬ 
ings of those rebellious wives. After the murder of what*s esiimaioJ to 
be between 9 and 30 million women In less than cwo centuries, the 
majority' of the survivors and descendants were indmidaicd to such an 
extent that they subjeacd themselves to what had become a common 
patriarchal society. Although all women were not accused, tortured, or 
killed, the effea was the same. In an atmosphere in which any women 
is a potential witch, behavior which may help to aven the suspicion of 
oneself is quickly developed. 








Breakthrough 


TTie middle class revolution of the next century 
liquidated what was left of female rebellion. The 
beheading of Marie Antomctie can be looked upon 
in [his light. The infamous Marie was decapitated 
not only because she was queen but also as a stTnboI 
of the “immorality"* of the old socie[>^ Long before 
her death, male rcv^oJurionarics had started a cam¬ 
paign in which the queen w^as pen rayed as the 
personification of decadence: nymphomaniac, les¬ 
bian, adulteress, power crazed. Last hue not least, she 
was accused of keeping contaa with poisoners and 
witches. Xhe rcvoludonaiy 0!}Tnpc dc Gouges sus¬ 
pected the deeper meaning of chis campaign and had 
her head chopped off too. Bur the ordinary run of 
middle class women went along with this sexist 
garbage to the point where they wanted the queen's 
head even before that of the king. 

Because of their ability to bear children, women 
were entrusted socially widi die task of child rearing 
and reproduaion as a whole. This became a burden 
which curtaiSed their sodal and polirical influence. 
Many theorists, including some feminists, attribute 
this gender role to natural’* biological differences, 
thus consolidating women’s role through biological 
determinism. These theories, however, ignore the 
fact that, rather chan being unchangeable, both 
reproductive and social work were formed and have 
evolved over rime* 

An example is the historical development of child- 
rearing. Until long Into the 18th century, diildjcn 
were not “raisei” Instead, they were fod and grew up 
in theif mothers femJy or sooal group* Babies were 
put in carrying boxes so that they could be laid down 
somewhere during work — wheriier in the fields, 
the stable, the workroom, the forage-wagons, or on 
the barrow of the traveling market-woman. Un¬ 
wanted babies were often killed or g^ven to a midwife 
to raise until they were no longer a hindrance* So- 
called mother love, in the way we know it today, is 
a middle class invention. Reproductive work didn’t 
always mean what it means today — that the 
“housewife” has to handle it all herself. 

This reduction of women s role to that of child 
rearer did not take place for the greater number of 
women. Women participated in trade, in agriculture, 
in the factories* Women were always present — in 
some periods so much so that their position was 
challenged by their male contemporaries. Examples 
can be found in the struggles of craft guild women, 
midwives, beer-brewing women, and others. In die 
19th century, the developing German workers’ 
movement coltaboratcd vrith reactionary tailors to 
bring the womcn-controllcd trade of tailoring into 
the hands of men. 

The hcL is that woman are required to do not onlv 
reproductive work, but productive work as well* In 
reality they arc doubly burdened, white in soaen^T 


e}’e£ thej^’re not seen as doing any work 
ac all. Patriarchal theory and social poli¬ 
tics have systematically worked on 
making the woman invisible, by ex¬ 
cluding her from daily life where it was 
impossible ro ignore her. This invlsibiU 

was propagared for so long diar she 
herself began ro doubt her existence, 
began to see herself as merely an ap¬ 
pendage to a man. 

All of this is not to deny biological 
differences between men and women, 
especially in the reproduction of the 
human race. The man only carries the 
sperm, Avhile the woman has to do all 
the rest: bringing together the sperm 
and egg, ripening the egg, the develop¬ 
ing the ferns into a child, gi\ing birth, 
and finally nursing the child. 

If a society w^ere organized around 
the simplest principies of fairness, it 
would be obvious that, after the birth of 
the child, it should be the fother s task 
to rake over. He should be responsible 
for caring for the baby, since, after all, 
up to that point he was rather idle In its 
reproduction. There is no reason at all, 
neither physical nor psychological, why 
the biological mother should be indis¬ 
pensable in caring for the new^m child 

The ability of women ro give birth 
also causes ofoer burdens and, although 
they exist in nature, they are condi¬ 
tioned by society as w^elL Monthly 
menstruation is one of these. But 
paramount is the fact that women, 
unlike other animals, arc fertile all year 
round and can always be made pregnant. 
A continual state of pregnancy not only 
weakens the wonnan’s body, but limits 
her pamcipation in Society, Women 
therefore experience a permanent threat: 
their whole way of life is limited just by 
the sexual act. 

Women’s experience has conse¬ 
quences not just for their sodal exist¬ 
ence as a whole but for their sexuality 
and views of sexuality* Too often the 
woman become resigned to her stare, ar 
the same time as the man becomes 
aware of his pow-en his ability to make 
the woman pregnant and rhus weaken 
her. Sodety needs to be organized dif¬ 
ferently to address this siruadon; women 
need to be given more pow^er to 
complement the biological Miinerabil- 
ivy of childbirth and rcproducrion. 


Sexual 
relations 
are perverted 
into a lie 
forsaie, 
a luxury 
which can be 
regulated and 
controlled, 
a fantasy. 




F.ml lS^9^ 


Tte 

concrete 
advantages 
of malehood 
obstruct 
men's view 
ofthe 
unimaginable 
advantages of 
being human. 


There have been times in Euro¬ 
pean history in which women Nvere 
capable of redressing this imbal* 
ancc. From the beginning of hts* 
tory women developed methods of 
binh control which allowed them 
lo regulate their feniliry and un¬ 
couple their sexuality from the 
dictates of reproduction. In ocher 
w'ords> sexuality could become a 
pleasurable experience. 

By the time of the transition 
from matriarchal soacty to the pa¬ 
triarchy! a large part of the female 
population had already been de¬ 
prived of these contraceptive skills 
and only a few specialists, the mid- 
wiveSt could offer them help. This 
explains why midwives and so-called 
wise women were the first lO be 
criminalized in the witch hunts. In 
the end women had to be deprived 
of their ability to control their own 
femlicy, so that they would be at 
the mercy of men* 

Hereafter heterosexual women 
could only control their ferriliiy by 
mutilating themselves: by totally 
giving up their sexuality, by sub¬ 
mitting to barbarous and often 
murderous abortion practices, and 
by acquiring the ideology of female 
asexudity or frigidity and, even, 
internalizing IL 

The deemt middle dass female 
was unacquainted with feelings of 
pleasure* Her body was an instm- 
ment for the sadsfacdon of men 
and for reproduction. The price a 
man had (thcorcdcally) to pay for 
this sadsfacdon was cither taking 
care of one legally inferior woman 
for life or paying by the hour for a 
prosdtute* 

'Kants rather sober scatcmcnc — 
chat marriage is a contract for the 
mutual use of the sexual organs 
was already an anachronism at the 
moment of its formulation. Cer¬ 
tainly from the time of the French 
revoludon, when the uncontrol¬ 
lable fishwives of Paris became do- 
mesdeated middle class women, 
mutuality was out of the quesDon. 
Only the woman’s body w-as us^ 
by the man to satisfy his growing 
sexual needs, by the woman to ob¬ 
tain some “social” advantages. For 


the woman, her body was no longer a source of 
delighc, but simply an apparatus, the use of which she 
could sell in exchange for other goods of equal value: 
either a one-dme sale to a single user or one that 
would be repeated again and again to muluplc i^rs. 
The necessary suppon, care, and cleaning ot the 
machine was guaranteed in the first case by' the one¬ 
time buyer, the husband In the second case, the 
woman had to bear the costs herself resuldng in a 
higher sales price — and foster deterioration of the 
machinery. In this way, women experienced an 
alienation for deeper than a worker's from the prod¬ 
ucts of her labor. For, while as a wage labor-cr, a 
woman sold her labor power — for example, the 
skills of her hands — as a woman she sold herself 
entirely. 

The most humiliaring picture of female slavery 
and alicnarion is that of the married woman who, full 
of loathing and antipathy, hes resigned and com¬ 
pletely abandoned under her possessor, wanting only 
one thing: that he finish quickly. This radical 
depersonalization of a woman s sexual identity has 
for-reaching effects on her whole Idendty. And this U 
true for the identity of the man as well* He is 
confident in his wifes willingness, but her redgna- 
uon bores him and drives him to search for variety 
among “Immoral" women* They not only sell 1^ 
chdr bodies, but for an actra fee give him the illusion 
that he experiences and gives delight. So, the original 
initnt — to give and receive delight — is pcivened 
into a lie for sale, a luxury which can be regulated and 
controlled, a fontasy. In reality, the man doesn't want 
to sec the independent autonomous delict of the 
woman, because it threatens him* It is a sign of self- 
reliance* of mdcpendencc. It is something to be 
denied women* because it attacks the power base of 


men 


On this basis, which is the result of a social 
development so deeply anchored that it has become 
second nature for both genders, men fed themsdves 
strong enough and confident enough to try to appro¬ 
priate women's attempts to liberate themsdves* Thus, 
in the early rcvolurionaiy stage of the Soviet Union, 
initiai anempts at sexual iiberarion promptly changed 
imo their opposite* When women like KoUontai 
advocated the dismantlmg of marriage as a foro^ 
smicmic and called for free love, every man who did 
not direedy disapprove of such demands joined their 
ranks. The girls of the Komsomol were now under 
pressure or even forced by their male colleagues to be 
SQcuaJly available. If they refused to be at the men’s 
disposal, they were branded as counter-rcvolurionary 
and effeedvdy blackmailed. 

Something similar occurred during the sexual 
revoludon of the 60s. Women who refosed co sleep 
with everybody and join in any and aU sexual games 
were denounced as rcacuonaiy frigid. Whac 
happened then in limited, quasi-clice circles has 








become a mass phenomenon is today*s porno- 
drenched male society. 

THE LOVE CONNECTION 

Simone de Beauvoir once laconically observ'ed^ 
because you cannot make women belie^^e that their 
greatest happiness comes from scouring pots and 
doing laundr\% you must make them heiiev'c that they 
do it out of love. With the political and social 
entrenchment of the middle class, which followed 
the ovenhrow of the aristocracies of Europe^ mar¬ 
riages of convenience were replaced by marriages of 
love. At least that*s what marriage partners tried to 
make themselves believe. 

The working class had the idea drummed into 
their heads that the petty-bourgeois family based on 


the course of hisron% w^hich was channeled into the 
siraJt'jacket of “love,” Ir became one of the most 
cfFecovc levers of patriarchal power, n ext to die acrua] 
application of %iolencc. It s the most radical, stronglv 
anchored obsradc to her owm liberarion that a woman 
encounters: namely, that she “loves’" her possessor, 
that she looks to her priv-atc rapist for protection from 
a rapist who is a stranger, that she has gained her very 
identity from the “acceptance" of her opponent. 

TTic base of middle-class patriarchal power rests 
on a threC’^part const el lad on: (1) the dependency of 
the woman who lacks power or know-lcdgc to control 
her outi fertility, (2) the ongoing alienation of the 
woman from her ov.ti body as a source of pleasure, 
(3) the simultaneous numbing of the female 
consciousness by the drug “love,” Denying any of 


Brjl^kthrough IS 





Rcvolurionary Parisian market women mj 


larching to Versailles, October 178^, 















love was a sign of social progress, an escape from a 
bacbereet existence. This propaganda landed on 
fertile soil. In the case of men, this ideology strength'^ 
ened their sooal status and acnial power over women. 
It g;avc women the illusion that Aey could be liber¬ 
ated from the production-labor portion of their 
double burden. And, as dc Beauvoir asserted, they 
found the scouring of pots out of love more accept¬ 
able that the scouring of pots out of slavery. 

Beneath this construct^ Ideology, howet^er, lives 
^ real human desire for companionship, love, and sex, 
h was this need, t^ng different forms throughout 


these deprives a “revolutionary'* theory of its revolu¬ 
tionary qualify. 

That men remain silent about the sexual relarions 
of power is logical. Their self-indulgent sexual behav¬ 
ior has become second nature in the process of 
esrabiishing and expanding patriarchal power. It’s a 
parr of their identity, which is threatened in its 
tocahey when this part is abandoned. That w'omen 
remain silent about this is in parr connected to their 
identification with the aggressor and his theories. 
And it b also connecred to the fear, by the (female) 
slave, of die shh^n of freedom. In this w’^ay, the sexual 









rcladon berA'cxn the genden — based on violence 
and forming; the foundation for economic and social 
relanom, and therefore needing lo be overrurned m 
the most radical way — is disregarded, cv'en by those 
who arc Ji tills inomcnL busy figlidng rclatiuiis of 
violence and power, 

THE WOMAK-FRIENDLY SEXISTS 
OF THE LEFT 

Just as there are smart racists, there are smart 
sexists. Their well'esiablished tactic is to encourage 
women to believe chat their ability to give birth 
confers special qualities: women as a gender are better 
human beings, more loving, more tolerant, more 
caring, more peaceful and considerate of life. This 
suggestion implies, on the one hand, that men don*t 
have to !cam these qualities, and that women, on the 
other hand, should keep their distance from “male” 
(as defined by men) qualities. Many women let 
chemseK'cs be drugged by this narcotic, so that they 
don*c have to accept and change their real 
position as unequal, dependent, exploited and 
humiliated beings. 

The radical left variant of this smart sexism is the 
romanneizarion of reproduction as a domain of 
subjectivity, a sort of enclave which so far hasn’t been 
demolished by the order and rationalism of capital¬ 
ism. This variant of Voman-fricndly” sexism denies 
the dcpcndency-crcaring, isolating, obtuse, mo- 
notenous, and neurotic character of domestic 
work* This kind of work consists for the most 
part of endlessly repeated acriviries, '"Sisyphus” 
work. The deanod plaics arc used, gee dirty, have to 
be deaoed again and so on ad nauseam* The floor’s 
deaned, ifs walked over, gets diny again, has to be 
deaned, and on and on. 

The lie, or sdf-dcccption, of these left sexists is 
C3qx}scd by their &ncasy images* They demand, at the 
most, a sodahaadon of domestic work, never a take- 
over of these acriviries by the man, either privately or 
coUecrivdy. In his ianiasies, the male tevolutionaiy 
docs not see himself washing the dishes, doing the 
laundry or dcaning toilets* If he has to do these kinds 
of necessary dudes at all, he docs them vrith aversion, 
as a duty or concession (often forced to k by female 
housemates). But in his revolutionary theory, al- 
thoLkg^ these nasty tasks are automatically left to 
women, the left man manages, through ^ kind of 
rcvolurionaiy rnage, to transform the unpleasant 
characccr of domestic chores Into a thoroughly hu* 
maniring activity- 

It would be naive to believe that the regulating of 
human beings, something which has become second 
nature, could be negated by a decision, by a revolu¬ 
tionary deed. For an interminable rime, k can ordy be 
brought up again and again as a subjea for discussion 
through a long-lasdng and tough smi^c. It will 
bring the rcv^oludonary woman again and again into 


conflict with her comrades and w'iih ‘"normal^'peoplc. 
These societal “norms” appeal lo the love of ease, 
because it’s always less tiring to comply with them 
than to fighr them, socially as well as personally. 
Society tells the rcvolutionaiy womaji: “You can only 
make yourself heard and understood by normal 
people, the masses, if you start to behave normally 
yourself*” 

It s not an outside enemy against which the revo¬ 
lutionary must fight: the norms arc hidden deep 
inside and are closely intenwined with the materid 
which makes him a social human being. In order to 
fight against it he has to destroy pan of himself* This 
is also the case for the revolutionary woman. She 
must destroy the (female) slave inside herself, just as 
the male revolutionary has to destroy the ruler in 
himself She smiles for her viaory as a human 
being, but he muse struggle for his defeat as a man* 
The norm that Is inside of him makes him blind to 
the goal that the revolutionary woman struggles to 
attain: the creation of the human being* The concrete 
advantages of his malehood obstruct his view of the 
unimaginable advantages of being human. 

That"s why the male revolutionary ag?in and again 
swerves onto the terrain that he can oversee, that of 
pure economy. That’s why he denies the poliriol in 
the personal, his own involvement as a profiteer in 
the relations of power. Thafs why he fells back into 
peny-bourgeois Idealism, Into total personification, 
as soon as the terrain shifts to the contradiction 
berween the sexes and his personal contribution to its 
aboiidon. As a rcvolurionaiy man, he acknowledges 
the societal conditions of human existence. But In the 
meantime, he can shirk away from history and de¬ 
clare, as stubbornly as a child, “But Tm not tike that!” 
In the worst case, all men arc evil, but he‘s the friend 
and helper of women. 

Women who struggle against the power rdarions 
bcEwccfl women and men, women who have de¬ 
clared war upon the patriarchal norm — that tou^ 
and grim enemy of being human — women who 
want CO radicaliy abolish the ruling relations, their 
dominion in the true sense of the word — we women 
have no need for male comrades who look upon 
thcmsclYcs as our friends* Buc we do need male 
comrades who arc prepared to become the enemy of 
die marL □ 


This articU is reprinud (and rttramlax^) from Clash 
sLfi anri-imperiaUst magazine from Europe. Ingrid 
Strobl is a German jhninist journalist and activisL As 
a result of her aetivism against genetic engineering she 
toas accused of being a member of the clandestine 
women i group Red Zora and was imprisoned fir over 
a year The editors of Bicakriirough apologize fir 
any errors in re-translaMn, 
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WOMEN IN 


My Jint awarentss of l/w Ku Klux Kkn camt ur/j^n / was 
aboiil nine years old^ from a used paperback my father picked 
up at a flea market. I remember my horror u'hat “100 
of Lynchings'* described in graphic detail: systematic 
terror jvaged against ^ohred'^people. I recall wondering 
how suck acts could be perforfued by one human being 
agaiTist another—and feelirig my oim iiiliierability as a 
young .Asian American. Oi’er the years^ I heard more ab&iti 
white supremacist, neofascist ideologues—Klan jnemben 
and neo-Nazis who jotrted forces to kill flue anti-Klan 
demonstrators from the Communist Workers Party in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, in 1979; white supremacists 
reviving Nazi ideology, from Germany and South Africa 


to Erilain and the Americas; Klan leader David Duke going 
mainstream with apparent success as a Louisiana UgisUitor. 
But all the players seemed to be men. When I began my 
reportmg for this story, 1 halflexpected, half hoped that the 
women in their lives would turn out to be meek and passive, 
forced into unwilling accession to an alien ideology. Instead 
I found women proud to be "white power activists'" and 
organizing their own Aryan women's groups. Are these women 
misled by men who offer a false sense of seif or safety f Or are 
they colkborators in their oppression, seeking privilege at 
the expense of others? 

W Rebellious teens have their own radical right fringe. 
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HATE GROUPS 

va^® aiiE iTL§E¥f van" iiiey ihiebe? 


Darlene Care er is respected, outspoken—a role model 
for women, a leader of men—that is, women and men 
who wear w hite sheets and are proud to call themselves 
racists. She belongs to the Invisible Empire^ Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan. At age 42, Car\ er is Grand Sccrctar)^ 
and wife of the Grand Dragon of the Georgia KKK* Shc^s 
a grandmother, too, and one of her happiest moments 
was hearing her granddaughter's first wwd: “Nigger.” 

That some women actively embrace causes that are 
contran^ to their interests as women is not a new phe¬ 
nomenon. For years the right wing has mobilized w-om- 
en against reproductive rights, even in support of 
terrorists w'ho bomb abortion clinics. “Women are the 
best soldiers of the w^orld, once you get that maternal in¬ 
stinct aroused,” says white supremacist Ralph Forbes 
(who formed his own women's group, Blue Cross Moth¬ 
ers of ^America, with that purpose in mind). 

Darlene Carv'er is no anomaly. She represenis a small 
but growing number of w^omen who accept neo-Nazi 
radal theories—from the violent radical right to the 
quasi*religious Christian Identity groups and the elec¬ 
toral efforts of w'hite supremacists Like David Duke. But 
within that context, the Grand Secretary of the Georgia 
KKK has some surprising views. Carver opposes abor¬ 
tion—a fundamental tenet is to save the white race—but 
she supports sex education and birth control, evci for 
teenage girls. She even embraces her own concept of 
equity: “I don't see w'hy a woman couldn't be a Grand 
Dragon, Women can be just as good leaders as men.” 

According to the people who keep watch—the Anti- 
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith and the Center for 
Democratic Renewal (CDR)—Carver's Klan is one of at 
least 67 hate organizations in the. U.S., with a combined 
membership of about 20,000 and followings of perhaps 
200,000. Whether they are Christian Identity church 
members, neo-Nazis, skinheads, “survivalists,” or w-hite 
supremacist tax protesters, their leadership, without ex¬ 
ception, has been and still is male. The women—insiders 
suggest proportions of 25 to 33 percent—tend to be 
wives and girlfriends of male members. 

.An occasional woman might get named kligrapp (sec¬ 


retary), but Carver moved beyond chat when her hus¬ 
band w’as barred by court order from representing the 
Klan. She doesn't seem displeased w^ith such powder. 
“When Dan couldn't wear his robe, everybody followed 
me. Whatever 1 said, they'd do, men, women and all.” 

But the Klan is not the Kiwanis dub. The oldest of the 
hate groups, it is a masculinist, paramilitary hierarchy 
that seeks to perpetuate the dominance of the white race, 
up to and including the elimination of Jew's and people 
of color. Moreover, white supremacist organizations like 
the Klan are rabidly antifeminist, attacking the **Jew-dyke 
conspiracy against the White race,” An oath taken upon 
joining the Klan is to “uphold the principles of White 
Supremacy and the purity of White Womanhood,” Be¬ 
cause she embodies the future of the white race, the 
*Aryan woman is revered for, and enslaved by, the role of 
mother/wife/nurturer. By accepting this role in the race 
wars* she achieves a place in history—or so she is told. 

Before the late 1970s, women couldn't join, though a 
klavem (chapter) might have a ladies' auxiliary to sew the 
robes and keep them neat. David Duke, Grand Wizard 
of the Knights of the KKK from 1975-SO, then opened 
the ranks to women as part of an aggressive recruitment 
plan, and rival factions followed suit, Klanswomen could 
now'attend den meetings and ritual cross burnings. 

Darlene Carver has become a champion recruiter her¬ 
self. She appeals to women by offering simple, racist so¬ 
lutions to real concerns. One of her first acts as Grand 
Secretary was to record a message on the Klan hotline, 
asking women to take up the cause of teenagers and 
drugs. Her Kktmman article, “Wake Up, White Women,” 
explained how she would tell women “it is their place to 
stand up for their children's future just as their husbands 
do; . . . the men were proud to see their women, girl 
friends, and children helping fight for our white race/' 

The same Klansinnn that carried Carv'er's w ake-up call 
ran an invective against the 19ih .Amendment, blaming 
w^omen’s suffrage for threatening “the last vestage [sic] of 
the iaw'ful sovereign body, the w'hite male common law 
citizen.” The real function of Carv'er's Klansw'oman is to 
indoctrinate the family—turning it into a Klan cell 
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\ et e\tn Care er car never become a full participant, 
according to Doug Seymour, who, as a police agent, in* 
filtrated the California KKK, heading the Klan Bureau 
of Investigation from 1979 to 1981. "Women don't ask, 
they don i even try* A woman Grand Dragon? Never 
happen. Darlene Career knows better," says Seymour. 

Seymour likens the Klan’s structure to another male 
secret society^—organized crime. In both the Klan and 
the mob, women are not to be trusted. Each den of sev¬ 
en to 14 members must produce income for the state 
Grand Dragon's coffers. If more affluent members fail to 
preside funds, poor members may be forced into bur¬ 
glary or drug trafficking. ‘"There are some functions you 
can bring your wife to," says Seymour, “but the criminal 
acd^it)' is conducted like a menN dub. Women are seen 
as the dow nfall of the Klan—the w^omen will betray you." 

While it’s the KJansw^oman's job to indoctrinate her 
family, the family also keeps her in line. “It is easy to in* 
limidate the women because they fear for their children,"" 
says Seymour, In a trial of North Carolina Klansmen 
conriaed of the 1987 murder of three men they assumed 
to be gay, the wife of one of the defendants testified that 
the head of the slate Klan showed up at her home ask¬ 
ing, ""Do you know w'hat happens when people talk?" ft 
also came out that the Klan leader had provided $1,000 
to each defendant for ‘"beer and w^omen," thoroughly 
damaging the Kluxers' “femily man” defense. 

"Joining the Klan is like joining ihe Catholic church,** 
says Se)Tnour. ‘’You can leave but your family still be¬ 
longs.” He reports that when he was head of security^ 
Kids came to tell me chat their mother went to the po¬ 
lice, or Mom was calking to Grandmother about the 
Klan*" The husband of a woman under suspicion, says 
Seymour, is checked for loyalty, then asked to “take care 
of the problem”—with domestic violence considered an 
acceptable method. The worst punishment for an errant 
wife, a threat Seymour heard but never witnessed, is to 
run the gauntlet, naked—other Klanswomen lined up 
with skillets and roiling pins to administer a Bogging, 

At its root, such indmidation is designed to control 
Klanswomen sexually. In their belief system of white 
supremaq, a w hiie woman who “race-mixes’* with a man 
of color, especially if she has a child, desen^es death. A 
KlanSM'oman would be banished if she had an extramar* 
ital affair, w'hiie a Klansman*s womanizing is common¬ 
place. Klansmen use their secret meetings to run 
around on their wives," says Morris Dees, director of the 
Southern Poverty Law' Center. ‘They sav, ‘I can*t teh you 
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where Tm going tonight, honey.* ” 

W hy does a woman stay' in the Klaii? It offers her a 
sense of security, an extended family, as long as she goes 
along. That was what Kathy .Ainsworth, a Mississippi 
schoolteacher in her mid-twenties, was doing riding in a 
car with Klansman Tommy Tarrants in 1970 as he pre^^ 
pared to bomb the home of a Jew ish civil rights leader. 
Tarrants survived a police shootout, though he was re¬ 
portedly castrated by a bullet. For her supporting role, 
.Answ'orth died—^ihe Klan's sole female martyr. 

FOR CHRISTAS SAKE 

While the Klan promotes the safety and shelter of the 
“traditional family,” the Christian Identity movemem 
uses pseudo-religion to justify wdiite supremacy*^ and anti^ 
Semitism. We emphasize the Gospel of the Kingdom, 
that is, the Israelite history and heritage of the .Anglo- 
Saxon, Celtic, Germanic, Scandinavian, and kindred peo 
pies, who are the literal progeny of ‘lost* Israel,” 
according to a clearinghouse called Christian Research, 
of Eureka Springs, .Arkansas. 

Decoded, this means that w^hite Anglo-Saxon Chris¬ 
tians are the true chosen people of the Bible. Jesus was a 
northern European. Jew^s are the children of Satan. The 
Zionist Occupation Government (ZOG) controls banks, 
the media, federal government, and just about every oth¬ 
er major institution, and must be overthrown in cata¬ 
clysmic race wars before the Second Coming. -All people 
of color and southern and eastern Europeans are **mud 
people/’ on the spiritual level of animals; they have no 
souls. Homosexu^ty is “a perv'ersion of the most patho¬ 
logical sort.” A w’oman is the “weaker vessel,” who must 
serv^e "the one-man God has given to rule over her.” 

There may be up to 30,000 followers belonging to over 
100 Christian Identity churches, according to CDR. 
Many are associated wtith such paramilitary white 
supremacist groups as the -Arj^an Nations, Idaho, and 
some KKK and neo-Nazi factions. Church teachings in¬ 
clude armed w^arfare techniques, curricula for instrua- 
ing children at home, and aid to tax protesters like the 
Posse Comitatus (who believe revenues go to the ZOG). 

^\"omen w ho infiltrated a Christian Identity meeting in 
.Arkansas first thought they had found a church gather¬ 
ing like any other, w'ith the preacher's wife as hostess. 
But once the sermon began, the mood turned ugly. One 
of the observers recalls: “His sermon was full of violence, 
in biblical terms like ‘sw'ord of the lord' and how^ God's 
chosen people w ould help ‘smite dowm his enemies,' such 
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as blacks and whiles who walk arm-in-arm in the malls.” 
The preacher taught that Gorbachev is a Jew, that Hitler 
w'as great and so are the Aryan Nations and the KJan, Ev¬ 
ery so often the minister yelled "Hate Jewsl’' as a not-so- 
subliminal message. Besides the preacher*s wife* the only 
woman present who seemed to have some stature was 
Gerda Koch, who heads Chrisuan Research. 

“Are you a Jew?” Koch asked me before considering 
an interview. Now 87, she began her political activism 
chasing suspeaed communists out of the schools. Koch 
will tell anyone who listen that she has been to Ger¬ 
many and can prove that the Holocaust never happened. 
A single working woman all her life* she believes that 
women shouldn't have the right to ^'ote, birth control is 
unhealthy (men should abstain); premarital sex is against 
God’s word, Koch also hands out anti-ERA literature 
from Beverly LaHaye’s comparatively mainstream Con^ 
cemed Women for America, thus merging her Christian 
Identity/white supremaosc message with the andfeminist 
ideology popularized by Phyllis Schlafly. 

It’s a combination that nearly trapped Gloria,* a Sev¬ 
enth Day Advendst, whose husband, Billy,* gradually be* 
came involved with a Christian Identity sect. Her own 
church was no comfort when Gloria sought help: “They 
say that a gcK>d woman turns the other cheek.” Having 
suffered years of physical and mental abuse, Gloria left, 
wxnt back to college, and filed for divorce after Billy be¬ 
came physically abusive to their daughter. His “minister” 
offered to help tight the divorce. “He told Billy, *She's ru- 
ined^—she’s too far into women’s lib.l He says that every 
year a girl goes to college she loses points.” 


A A Klan oath requires members to uphold white suprerjuiey 
and ^'the purity of White WoTTianhood." 

Cheri Peters is married to Pastor Pete Peters of the La- 
Porte Church of Christ, i^ear Fon Collins, Colorado. The 
church is well knowm. It was attended by members of 
The Order, the neo-Nazi and-Semites responsible for the 
1984 assassination of Denver radio personality Alan 
Berg, the atrocity featured in the movies Betrayed and 
Talk Radio. Cheri Peters conducts workshops at an an¬ 
nual Bible retreat* where Robin Chotzinoff, a reporter 
for Westward, a local newspaper, picked up Christian 
Identity’s version of household hints: “Iron every day. 
Before you go to bed at night, set the table for breakfast, 
put the laundry in the washer and sprinkle the powder 
over it so it’ll be ready to go. That way you’ll have the 
time to make that hot meal instead of the cold cereal.” 

Like other white supremacists, Peters believes she 
knows the key to a woman’s happiness, “Probably more 
than an)'thing else a woman not only desires but NEEDS 
to feel loved, cherished and honored by the one man 
God has given to rule o^ er her,” she wrote in her church 
newsletter column, “The task of being submissive to him 
becomes a joy*” She wrote disapprovingly of women who 
spoke at a city council hearing: “God never intended * ,. 
for anyone but a white Christian male to make decisions 
for our town.” Or for the w hite Ary an re% olution, 

THE YOUNG AMD THE RACIST 

"My religion is the white race”—words spoken, cold as 
ice* by a 2Tyear-old activist with the Aryan Women’s 

i 

* Their names have been altered. 
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Ku XJiix Klan 

Formed after ihc Q^'il \^ar, the Klan has 
sustained a reign of terror against -African Americans, 
Jews, and oiJiers, especialiv in the South. 





National Association for the 
Advancement af Wliite Ifeople 
Promotes iiseif as "white rights^ lobby group; 
founded in 1?S0 by David Duke after he quit 
as Grand Wkard of the Knights of the KKK. 


l^Tpulist Party 

An independent polidcal party founded 
inl9S4; ll^s paLrioiic and populist platform 
to actively promote while male supremacist 
candidates like David Duke ^ 


John Birch Society 
Organized to fight 
the "international 
communist plot” 
in 1966; many leaders 
of the far right were 
once members. 


Christian Identity Church Movement 
Adherents believe: Jesus Christ was northern 
European; Aryan w hites, not Jew s, are ”God*s chosen 
People”; and the Bible justifies use of violence. 



1 


Posse Comitatiis 
A loose Identity netw ork of 
survivalisis, armed vigilantes, 
and tax protesters; to them, all 
govern men I above the county 
level is corrupted by Jews. 


Aryan Nadons 

A paramilitary Identity group 
in Hayden Lake, Idaho, that 
aggressively builds ties with 
other w hite male supremacists 
nationally and internationally. 


Lea^e, AU L is an offshoot of White .An^an Resistance, 
one of the most active recruiters amdng vi hite suprema- 
cy groups. W.AR’s young supporters may adopt names 
like "Baxter the Pagan.” aggressively rejecting the reli¬ 
giosity of the Identity groups as well as the homey-apple 
pieismofihe Khn. 

^V.AR was founded in 1983 by Tom Metzger, w hose 
credentials include membership in the John Birch Soci¬ 
ety and a stint as Grand Dragon of the California KKK. 
From his home in Fallbrook, Metzger hosts “Race and 
Reason” on cable TV and records for phone message 
lines around the country . (Called "hatelines” by moni¬ 
toring groups, several have been shut dow‘n in recent 
months—because of ZOG. WAR claims.) Metzger also ed- 
it5 a bimonthly newsletter with a w'arning on its cover: 
“To nonAMiites, Jews, or W hite race traitors. Reading 
this material may cause Blindness. Insanity or even Zits! 
This newspaper is for .Arj'ans—Mud stay clear!" 

The sniggering tone is typical; the newsletter seems to 
target adolescent boys in particular. Its cartoons are es¬ 
pecially nasty; one deled ** 'Homeless’ or Worthless” by 
Wyatt Mann" reads “Not so long ago . . . this repul- 
sh e, irresponsible creature was simply dismissed as a 
BUM, [Now] wc are being asked to pamper, house and 
"understand^ the growing legions of scurvy scumbags,” 
Like other male supremacists, the men of W^.AR are 
preoccupied with the reproduedve powers of Ar\ an 
women. In WAR^s view, w hite men have become “de- 
masculinized" by the “jew-dyke feminists." Each Aryan 
woman is a “seed bearer and life gi%er" w^ho "must pro* 
duce 2,5 babies to maintain the current numbers of the 
\ oik.” She must decide between "a hedonistic lifestyle, 
w-allowing in the gratiScadon she receives from an inter* 
racial relationship” and “the virtues of Aryan duty and 
do her pan in the presentation of her noble race." 

“We are definitely not feminists. We work with our 
men totally,” says Tom Metzger’s daughter Lynn, who at 
2! is a senior member of AUT. Monique Wolfing, 22, 
founded A\SX in 1988 because she was "dred of seeing 
girls disbanded by petty’jealousies and gossip,” 

A loose network of more than 400 women in a dozen 
states and several countries—including Canada, where 
Women for .Arv an Unity is based—^the AWL might con¬ 
duct bab\*dothes drives or raise money for "politjeal 
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prisoners," Its literature can sound benign, almost pro¬ 
gressive: We aim to educate oursehes and others in first 
aid, self-defense, home gardening. . . . We are about the 
conservation of the environment and wildlife.” 

The formation of the AWL raised so many questions 
that Wolfing s husband (Baxter the Pagan) wrote a 
polemic in its defense. "The AWL isn't some Jew dyke/w'e 
hate White males type of deal. AWX is trying ... to bat¬ 
tle the Jew7mud^zombie''Mutant, degenerate, lesbos.” Any 
man w'ho feels threatened "might as well hang it up be¬ 
cause he is no man at all, let alone a White Warrior!” 

The AWL w omen agree. "The feminist mo^’emcnt w^as 
started by a Jew'ish w^oman to get women into the Thate* 
men era, but I can't recall her name,” says Metzger; Bel¬ 
la .Abzug, Betty Friedan, and Gloria Steinem are cited in 
^VAR literature as "Jew-dykes.” "It w^as a conspiracy to 
take women out of the home and lower the w’hiie birth 
rate.” Naturally, AWL opposes abortion for Aryan wom¬ 
en. *‘We have no concern for other races," says Metzger. 

It’s a sad commentary' on their level of selfconfidence 
that .A^VL youth lack even Darlene Carver’s sense of 
w'omen’s abilities. "The day a w^oman becomes president 
I'll Iea%e the country',” says ig-year*old Jill Rineman, 
w hose ideal family comes from a 1950s TV program—“I 
try to live like the Cleavers.” When the Aryan revolution 
comes, “the men will be on the front line in battle,” says 
Rineman> who is raising a one-year-old son. Her hus* 
band, Geremy, is already a casualty of "the race war”— 
he w’as paralyzed during a shooting at a supermarket. 
The two were married. neo-Nazi-style, at an Aryan mu¬ 
sic fesi. A large sw'astika was burned, as were two "life” 
runes, encircled by about 20 roaring motorcycles. 

“.Aryan marriages are more than a piece of paper," 
says AWL member Julie, age 20. “We exchange w'ords 
that mean something to us as^Ary^ans racially." In grudg¬ 
ing admiration, Julie describes her own mother as a \Z- 
eral w ho staned out on w elfare and worked her w^ay up 
the corporate ladder w hile raising two kids by herself. 
"That's why I have no respect for minorities wrio blame 
society,” says Julie. Her unemotional assessment is that 
there will be a lot of killing in the revolution. "You have 
to think of the priority—race.” 

In The Turner Diuiies, a novel by William Pierce that is 
^iewed by many while supremacists as a bluepriiu for 
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Neo-Nazi SMahead 
Youth movemenpteiitered around "white 
power" rock music, shaved heads, tattoos, and 
violence against people of color, Jews, and gays. 


White Aryan Resistance I 
I nflucn lial *"com m u nicatio ns 
center^ for the Aryan movement 
with Tom Metzger as its leader. 
Organized W'hite Student 
Unions, the Ar^an \buih 
Movement, and . . . _^ 


1 


Aryan Women*s League 
A loose network of w omen 
organized to advance the goals of 
such white male supremacist 
groups as White Aiy^an Resistance; 
assists families in those groups. 


American Nazi Party 
U.S. supporters of Hiller's 
German Nazi party and its 
racial superioriry theories; 
organized into secrew> 
armed cells for Lhj^^^hiie 
revolution." 


Family ties 

Recruitment connection 
Excremely violent 


The Order ^ ^ 

A far right revoiiitJOtLary group 
responsible for numcrtius robberies and 
assassirytdoTis. Now defunct; most of its 
members are in prison or dead. 


revolution, most of the women are killed off; murders of 
women and mass lynchings of w^hite women who ‘Vace* 
mix" fill this book. Tw^o women, partners of male com¬ 
mandos, play active support roles, though not on the 
front lines. They die too, but as makers of history. 

THE BLACK LEATHER RANG 

For rebellious, alienated teenagers, the skinhead move¬ 
ment has its ow n radical right. ‘T liked the skinhead cul¬ 
ture,” says Becky, 17, now an activist with Portland 
Anti-Racist Action. “It was a macho thing, a tough thing. 
It gave you power Just to look that way," 

For Becky, like many kids who become skinheads, life 
at home was rocky. Mter her parents separated, she 
stayed with various relatives around New York, then in 
foster care. She finally quit high school, moved to Ore¬ 
gon, and met some skinheads who turned out to be 
radsL “When I got into it I thought. These guys are 
cool. TheyVe giving me beer—theyVc my friends/ ” 

Born out of the 1960s mods and rockers tradition of 
England*s working class, skinhead culture today centers 
around the heavy metal music scene. Often several 
young skinheads, male and female, will join together as 
a household. They hang out, listen to music, get drunk. 
Not all skinheads are racist, but part of the point is to 
shock society by their appearance and actions. They may 
seek out people of color or gay men and lesbians to rob 
and assault* Symbols are important; hairstyle, tattoos, 
leather and chains, Doc Martin boots, makeup. In the 
Northeast, white shoelaces indicate a white power skin; 
yellow laces denote Asian bashers; pink laces, gay bash¬ 
ers; black shoelaces, how^ever, mean that the wearer is an- 
tiracist. The violent behavior can seem mindless—several 
members of an ^m/fracist skinhead gang in Washington, 
D.C., were convicted for brutally beating a gay man. 

“The girls don't just hang around racist skinhead 
groups—^they play an integral part," says Jim Redden, 
formerly with Portland's WillameUe Week. “The women 
are more committed to racial purity, more ferocious than 
the men. Perhaps they felt threatened by minorities as 
street kids. They definitely buy into the idea of racism." 

The need to belong makes these youths particularly 
vulnerable to white supremacists who compete, like racist 
talent scouts, for new blood. Screenw'riter Stephanie Liss 


accompanied a Klan member making his recruitment 
"rounds” in a Chicago neighborhood. “He watched the 
school yard and would go after the boys—the ones un* 
supenised, whose parents have left, who fight." 

Each April around Hider's birthday, a “festivar for 
youth is sponsored by the Church of Jesus Christ Chris- 
daiivAr}-an Nations in Hayden Lake, Idaho. Founded in 
the mid-1970s by Reverend Richard Butler, the 20-acre 
compound hosts gatherings for neo-Nazis from around 
the world. The influence of older white supremacists on 
the youths they culti\:ate can be profound. Immediately 
following last year’s gathering, racist skinheads launched 
a scries of attacks throughout Portland and Seatde. 
Steven Nelson, a sometime musician, was convicted of 
conspiracy to bomb a lesbian and gay bar, a synagog^ie, 
and one African American and one Korean business. 
Nelson's ex-wife, Joan, says her husband was “a loser, he 
couldn't accomplish anything.” But by reading The Turn¬ 
er Diaries, Steven finally found a focus for his young life. 

The white supremacist, misogynist influence seems to 
reach other young people less dircedy. At the University 
of Washington in Seattle, a white male student w ith no 
know'n ties to hate groups signed up for “Psychology of 
Sex Differences” in the fall of 1939* He disrupted every 
class and finally left after he tried to take out an ad in the 
student newspaper, “Wanted: Someone with an AK-47 to 
help me take care of my teacher in Psych 257.” 

THE MAIMSTREAMINB OF HATE 

If W*\R represents the most naked expression of w^hite 
supremacy, David Duke reflects its accommodation to the 
mainstream. He has had a much-publicized, lifelong as- 
sodadon with numerous white supremacist groups in¬ 
cluding the .American Nazi Party, With these credentials, 
he won a seat in the Louisiana state legislature in 1989; 
he lost a 1990 bid for the U.S. Senate but won 60 percent 
of the w hite vote. Many believe that he wins votes be¬ 
cause of his views, not in spite of them. "WTien Beth Rick¬ 
ey, a COP state committeew'oman and Duke's outspoken 
critic, spoke at a Women's Republican Club function, she 
was booed. “One person said, T don't care if Duke is a 
Nazi as long as he tells the niggers where to go/ ” 

Know n as a media wizard, Duke will talk about almost 
any topic. He operates out of bis low-slung, white frame 
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house on the outskirts of Metairie, Louisiana; a sign in 
front says, '‘Please do not park on the grass," Duke is 
used to answering questions about his Nazi past. “1 was 
an angry young man/’ he says. *M wanted to make the 
\s'Orld a better place.’’ He compares his own youthful rad¬ 
icalism to Jesse Jackson's. 

By substituting code words for old rhetoriCt Duke de¬ 
livers a softer sell of the same arguments he’s made for 
years. The ^'welfare underclass" must be eliminated by 
getting shirkers and the lazy off the rolls." He read¬ 
ily co-opts ideas he has consistently opposed^ in slogans 
like '‘Equal Rights for-All, Special Privileges for Xone/’ 

His message isn’t the only thing repackaged. Duke, 
who used to be a skinny, unimpressive guy \chen he was 
in his twenties, has transformed himself at 40 into an 
Ary'an he-man—the result of body building sessions, chin 
implants, and a nose job. “A lot of women think he’s at^ 
tractive/’ says Bess Garrick, executive producer of Back¬ 
lash, a documentary on Duke. His base support, how e^^er, 
remains white men w ho feel \ ictirrLi2ed. 

Duke has said little about his views on women. He’s 
happy to oblige, but compared to practiced responses on 
other topics, he seems to make up these as he goes. “Fm 
against abortion—guess Fm not with you on that one,” 
he told me, calling himself a ‘*ver)f devout Christian.™ 
("It’s only been in the last couple years that he’s even 
mentioned the word Christ,™ says anti-Duke activist 
Lance Hill.) He admits this position is a “close call'’ for 
him. As a self-proclaimed libertarian, he’d rather leave it 
up to individual choice—at least for some w'omen; he has 
been known to advocate abortion as a eugenics method. 

Duke’s enthusiasm for eugenics is still reflected in his 
birth control program. He would teach sex education in 
schools located in “certain problem areas" and give pref¬ 
erential housing for women in projects if they had no 
more children. As for economic equity, Duke's strategy' is 
at best elementary. Where job discrimination and pay in¬ 
equities exist, ''they should be stopped." 

“Women have a \ital ro!e to play," says Duke, pointing 
to three women who have w'orked on his owm campaigns. 
He met Babs Wilson, 53, probably the most influential 
woman in his circle, at a John Birch Society gathering in 
the early 1970s. Wilson is a seasoned anti-ER.\ cam* 
paigner. “Men are the most discriminated against," she 
says, “Women’s lib has caused the breakdow n of the fam¬ 
ily.” To her, the most imponam role for w omen is nur- 
lurer, but, she says, women belong everywhere, though 
apparendy not on every job: “When a woman is on an otl 

£3 


uairv liaaif if ofiuiii nmcF l& 
villi uiiietiis iniLiiF Id ivd." 

rig with men for weeks, it leads to immoraliiy." 

\’irginia Thomas, 44, w ho runs Duke’s phone banks, 
w as a mainstream Republican w ho joined Duke because 
“he has a better message” for her. “I want while grand¬ 
children. I want white great-grandchildren, ^^'e have a 
right 10 want white blood. I don't believe that’s racist. I 
believe in White." Callie OTiy% 23, went from Young Re¬ 
publican activities at Louisiana State University to be* 
come Duke’s legislative aide. A year later, she left the staff 
because “funds were low/' though concern about his past 
w'as also a factor. Today O'Pry works for a less contro¬ 
versial consen adve. She worries about her association 
with Duke. *T do not w'ant David’s baggage passed on to 
the people Fm with now'.’* 

There are other w'omen in Duke’s life, very^ 
ones, according to reports. “He’s a ladies’ man/’ Thomas 
offers in his defense* ^\'omanizing reportedly led to his 
ex-wife Chloe’s departure with their two daughters in 
1979* Chloe also complained about his pornography coL 
lecuon, according to a former Rian lieutenant, the source 
for journalkt Lucian K. Truscott IV’s report that Duke 
had a “peculiar appetite” in pornography “dealing al¬ 
most exclusively with w hite girls having oral sex with 
blacks." Undercover "KBI” chief Seymour reports a 
scene at a 1979 Klan leadership conference in Xew^ Or¬ 
leans: he saw Duke go “on stage, strip down to bikini un¬ 
derwear and lift weights to show off his male phy^sique/’ 
Perhaps most bizarre is Duke’s mildly clandestine pub¬ 
lishing history. Finderskeepers, a sex manual w ritten under 
a pseudonym, advocates the kind of behavior that his 
friend Babs Wilson blames on the w'omen’s movement. 
He teaches the advantages of loving a married man; why 
and how to perform fellatio; how “w omen’s libbers” can 
use their careers to find men. 

Written under another pseudonym (Mohammed X), 
^^rkan Atto is a street-fighting manual for blacks. He used 
to deny writing it, but now says it is satire at its best. 
Styiisucally akin to the WAR new sletter, the book is filled 
with deliberate misspeUmgs and advice such as “eat lots 
of soul food," and avoid “fatty, w eakening 'w hite’ milk." 

David Duke’s leap into the mainstream may sene as a 
springboard to advance other white supremacists. .After 
his 1989 viciory% at a Chicago meeting of the Populist 
Party, Duke reportedly shook hands with the head of the 
.American Nazi Party and announced, “We did it, and 
Tm here to tell you how to duplicate it for the white ma¬ 
jority movement." As one Klan hateline message cheered, 
a Duke victory^ is one for “the entire racist movement." 
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T he open acceptance of white supremadsi theories 
represented by Duke's success reflects a major step 
backward—a failure to consolidate a vision of a world 
w'herc people w ith differences can live in harmony. Yet 
his stands on women and equity seem pretty much in 
line with mainstreaxn conser>'adv'e views. On abortion, 
he's less noxious than the Operation Rescue terrorists. 
He seems no more ignorant about issues of women's eco¬ 
nomic equity than the next politician. The GOP party 
platform supports him on affirmadv e action. As to his al¬ 
leged womanidng and self-adulation^ what else is new? 

An oppressive image of women forms a common 
thread from the mainstream, through Duke, to the rad¬ 
ical right; it is not only violently radst but misogvTiist— 
the consistent world view' of w’hitc male supremacy. The 
right's use of w omen has its analogy on the left, where to¬ 
talitarian countries use w omen's groups for soda! control. 
Female subordinadon is hardly an invention of the right: 
witness the unfinished debates in die left on *'the w'oman 
question," the ver>' framing of w-hich makes women an 
afterthought to revolutionary' change. 

The concept of what constitutes a hate crime needs to 
be reexamined. Because the hate groups don't spedS- 
cally target them, the male-led progressive forces don't 
consider women to be on the agenda of their andviolence 
work. But the women of the Klan are intimidated into 
submission with threats of violence and kidnappings. 
Isn't this also hate crime? 

Yes, some of them are true believers. For these wom¬ 
en, the fantasy of a privileged life in a perfect white world 
is so tantalizing that they're willing to oppress others and 


A The Klajtswojnan's real function is to indoctrinate the 
farnily^ turning it into a Khm cell. 

accept domination and violence by men. But one might 
ask, as Andrea Dworkin did in Right-wing Women, what is 
their alternative? \^here in their world is a vision that ad¬ 
dresses their hopes and also their oppression? 

Women do escape white male supremacy*. Gloria left 
her violent, paramrlitant husband and is studying social 
work in order to help other women. Others seek help 
from groups like Fundamentalists Anonymous or are 
physically removed by deprogrammers sent in by fami¬ 
lies, These w^omen have been so isolated they are shocked 
to learn, for example, that there are feminists opposed to 
pornography just as they are. They are in search of a safe 
place. That's a challenge to the women's movement, to 
more strongly promote an antiradst, feminist vision, and 
to male progressives to accept the politics of inclusion. 

Leadership in this struggle can come from courageous 
w omen who are already organizing against white male 
supremacy. Their effort will effect a revolution in itself; 
as women of color, lesbians, and feminists of all kinds, 
they are the most at risk^—and they are also precisely the 
ones that women and men of the radical right hate and 
fear the most, E3 

Helen lia is mariagi?ig editor of "'Ms. ** In writing this story, she 
especially thariks several itiomen activists against white male 
supremacy: Jttdith Lee Berg, Christine Davis-McCoy, Anne 
Braden, Jean Hardisly, Pat McGuire, Kelly Mitckell-Clark, 
Suzanne Pharr, Mab Segrest, Sharon Spurlin, Deni Vamaucki, 
For contacts and additiorml informatiori, see page 93. 
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Every Heart A Time Bomb 

kott Zorn Is <wi auturtiimously organized feminist guerrilla organisi^tioii that hits been aciivt in Germany since 
1974 , They have carried oul a number of armed actions over the last 20 years concerning the tjcphitatlon of women 
in wesurn indusfritxiized countries and in the so-caUed n'hird Worid\ These aaions have included aUacks on 
pornography sh^pSw corporationsJresearch cer^res involved in reproductive Uchnologyt companies thai exploit 
women in the “Third Worl(f\ women-traders (so-called ’^marriage brokers'*} and more. The following article was 
publisked in I9BJ and ij basically representative of Rote Zora's poiitkal otaloct 


Throughout time, women have struggled m aimed 
groupi, but for Uie most part the reality of the contributloa 
has been lupprcsted. But the times are now different-The 
conihbuLion of women in the guerilli hii become so 
large that ihU mecbinirm no longer functlona. The divi¬ 
sion of labour has alio been UAdetmined: women assume 
the responitbility for the tnfrasUucture, men dc the ac¬ 
tions. Subversive women't groups like Roie Zort are still 
few, hit thiogi are changingt Wc do not want only to 
cany out tome actions, but alto to describe ibe apparent 
reality of ibeouifled relationahipf we are forced to live 
with' eveti if we don't find this easy. 

We wmt, above all«lo prov ide claniy on two poisu. 
First, how the mechuiism of imperiallEt oppresf ion 
of women here ami in the countriei of the 3rid World 
funaJoni. Regarding this question, we must recognize 
that the analyses of unperUHtm for the most pan mstrici 
their in vertlgactoaio the political, economic, and militaiy 
power structure of imperial Utn, neglecting to analyze the 
strategy ai icgardi women here and in the 3rd World 
For ui, it is Dot tu^dent to say: on the basil of the 
analy si s of impeiiaiiim, it ti dear ifait NATO is the target 
for anadci and m as fai ai women anack NATO, the 
wotncn*i ftjoggle gams its pointed revolutionary direc¬ 
tion. Tbe Ubemian struggleremamt, in this way , osily an 
inack agamsttbe central power structures^ leaving aside 
the daily conieais of violenct, through which destrac- 
tiOQ, Df^yreuioA, and exploitatioa arc cxpcrieiced. 

l^r m, it ii also part of [iberatioii^ a senie of iifeand 
power, if we sd a small fire under the ass of a piggish 
landlord or hif handymafi, of the Atomic mafia, etc Hu 
problem we have with this is that we warn to do more ihin 
we can in pmaioe do, at this time. 

However, ihai will also diangeli Ai well, tbe ac- 
dons agiout tbe daily violence art already undersund- 
able, QOt only for die majority, but for all those who have 
not allowed ibetr bnini to be ripped off. In this way, 
lEtacks againtt the central/Sute power sirucmre have 
greaitr difficahy. They must be jdanntd and thought 
through so ibit the political Line is dear. Baaicalty, we 
think dmiheie m no "targets for atuck" that can "cver- 
thiow'* (be State. The dunce for a revoLutionary move^ 
lies madi swre in iltackj igainit the unified. State 
organized living condiiiona. The anacki against tbe 
ccntral/StKc suutmiom ii only a pan of this. It is also 
illusioDuy - better dogma, with all the revoluhewy 
slogans in la ecam * to seize upon a ikglc targd of ^ 
anack. The otgndzition of cootmoity in in inned group 
If more clearly die way to open a perspective of hope aod 
victory. 

Anothcf poiin which we have tefleocd on Is the 
women'i mtsveakaiL We want to fmd out more clearly 
why the wDCDcm*f movement has tost its revoltmonary 
e^^^osiveaeai jnd taken (he path of tbe "new inwtrd- 
n«t". 

"The one and only women's inovemezit doern't 
exist There are many forms of women's struggle, and in 
each mdividual one there aie even more elemenai m 
motiotu apart from tbe gender queitiorv fhe class posi* 
tioQ, natiociality, and the concrete situation"* 

As well, if it hat been losi in oblivion today, tbe 
view of U.S. lackm helped ihe wortten to ideoLiJy their 
0]^>ressioD u lexi am. Stokely Carmichael (1} oaoe spoke 
about the mcaitiag of the deftnitioa He cited "Alice in 
Wonderiind^mlhii legirtL Inthls book there iaa diicus- 
fion betweea Humpty Dumpty and Alice about defini- 
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lioni. I n^c the word", said Humpty Dumpty, from 
quite far above. Then tt has eaaedy the definition that I 
give 11 No more and do Icis". **lhe question is'', said 
Alice, "whether wordj can give defmiiions to so many 
difieimi ihirigi’*, "The question ii", said Humpey 
Dumpty, "who the mm is. That it all". 

Tbii it ao^jally the dedtive question, who tbe man 
it. That it already tppeari knpotsible bo tay "who the 
woman is", indicatei that it li the while men who defme 
humans and things. Itisas sochihatthebinory ofEuiope 
and America. They have defined what the colour^ 
people aod Women of this world are. The definidoa that 
they give women, ai well at coloured people, was 
"un educa ted tiid primitive" In ihit way the rale of white 
men was legitimized, women and coloured people must 
be "dvilized",^ which meaiu nothing other thtn the de* 
ftruedon of afi fount of independent oouackMUnesi 
expreued, for example, b mdividual htsbories and In 
culture, if they defend themselves, they will be merci¬ 
lessly slanghtsed. thus, mEiirope,the worn enduring the 
wiid^hum uid, today, the Indians in South Amenca, 
Underttaoding sexism and ncifm as iniegiml com- 
ponoAsdibeiniriarcba] mlingsytterri often fcmamsin 
the stage of''patmi Up service" So, in the popular analy¬ 
ses of imperiaJism, sexism as a meani for dividing and 
niUag it bardy aenhoned. If we now wriie about sexism 
and gender tpecdic division of labour^ tl ts not to as to 
also say a word about us womco, bat on the basil of the 
icDovtedge that without coocrete inveftigadoD about 
sexism, the condltioo in tbe 3rd woild and in tbe metro- 
poles, as well a$ b the Women'i Movement, cannot be 
undeixSDod. Tbe oppression of womea is older Ihan 
capitalism, dut isn't "new^. One of the roots of ibi s Uea m 
the fact ih^ the capacity of women to hive children was 
and is seen as afimctlcn of ber physiology, of her nature. 
To km or not lo have children isn't undoitood as a 
otnuciocis actual an inieiacdon with nature - btA ti naniie 
iuel£ Only the actmties of the head and the bands was 
seen ts ID intenaiocL with nanue - and, *1 ntch, u work, 
Tbii was not to for die activities of the bieaai and menii 
of a woman, Maixisl theory did not aboUdi this perspeo 
dve d)oat woik. Accordingly, this perspeoive trciti the 
to-called biologica! nanue of women as a naiujil re¬ 
source. They are, exploited iccoidiiig to varied 
ecooocnic needs. In the 3rd World women an forcibly 
sienlized,m the metropole they loe made maicnal prom* 
isei 10 ancoange them to have cbildreo. Alloraou is 
descrdxd as mast mardei. The eocokomic element of tbe 
exploiurioa of women’s capadqf to give binh is ex¬ 
panded through rarfmi Tbe whinmg and dying m the 
medii about tbe smkmg binh me ud the danger of the 
dying cat of tbe "Gennan people" indi caies deariy whai 
it's abooL Only Gemian women ibould bev children, 
Woma from Tuikcy, Spain, Greece, should be 
forbidden from bearing children and iterilizaticin diould 
be recommended or even decreed. 

Even the ruling class stiU haven't achieved it, the 
reaeaith in tbe area of Len-mbe babies and gate mmlpu- 
tadon sigaaii the attempt to mauiifrom wotnen their sole 
dirpoul over the aqmcity to bear chUdren, The exploita¬ 
tive, DotirrecipTocaJ relitioiuhjp with namre, according 
to which fim women, and Later other classes and peoples, 
wemade part of nimre it cbaimctcijiiic of all male s^les 
of pToduaioD - id pmicular capitahsm.Thls cxplciuuve 
relariouship to nature has bmight us today lo the edge of 
e^iologiciJ catartrophe. On this basis, ihey developed the 



sexisi and racist division of labour in which they coasoii- 
dated production conditiom in which cultivating sugar 
cane and rice isnT work for whites, housewoik isn't work 
for men, aod if women and children are hit, ihai isn't 
violence. This division of labour is no supemiuctuia) 
phcoomenoiL It is not based on false ideas and false 
thinking (he woAnanmust only recognize, so at to change 
tl, that it is iheecoooinjc bases of ihecjancme exploitaiion 
under capitalism, la all serious analyies of usperialism. 
we^ve read that in Ehe 3rd World backwards, pre-capltal- 
in methods of production exist side by side with intense 
monopolization. On the one hand it is discovered that the 
concreic dcvelopnoiL, with growing C^iialixi develop¬ 
ment doesn’t cause these "backwards" methods of pro^ 
ductian to disappear. In reality, the opposite occurs, they" 
are and will be coniianily reproduced. For ui, ii is coo- 
fptcuous that the problem of heterogeneity of methods of 
produoioD are almost only examined in the 3rd world. In 
the meiropolei, on the other hand, homogeneous meth¬ 
ods of production arc accepted. 

“Those who lee it from ihc other side wonder why 
The question of heterogeneity for the Fnrst Werid is not 
dealt with. Here, homogeneous methods of production 
onensibly rale. Thii assertion is not only cuiocaniric and 
glorifying of capitalism (...) it is also sexist, because it 
coven up, in fact comi^etely denies, also ai home 
labour power is extrmiely cxplohcd,^ as such engaged ai 
lest that its reproduedoo cost, in fact half of all woric' 
boun - bousewoik - is, in general, unpaitT*^ (C. Von 
Weilhoff)* 

Here, who the non-capiulist producen arc is dis¬ 
cussed: 

- they arc tbe housewives of the entire world; 

- the subsistence farmers of the 3rd world; 

- male and female marginals, panicularly ia the 3rd 
World, 

It's they who produce surplus value, as Rosa Lux- 
emtairi (2J wroic: “It ii dear tbii surplus value is neither 
produced by workers nor by capitalists, but by sodaE 
siiaium who engage in non-capitalisi production", 

For tis the following facts arc clear, sexism and 
ridsm arc not something of the mind, cot a case of false 
consciousness, chai clarification and good will will- 
change. It is economic coD ditiont, which produce sexism 
and racism ever anew. They ait^ above all, necessary so 
that imperialism can function. Thai they, on the othei 
hand, arc also political instrumenu that divide the op¬ 
pressed doesn't speak against this* imperiilism ii the 
sLage of capita]itm in which "the retionaliiy" of capiuiist 
methods of produoion- using people so as to exploit ihci i 
labour power - has validity for very people in the 3fc 




Worlds The majority are squeezed dry, without any per- 
rpectivt for health or aa acceptable liftspaiL And if there 
arc loo many people^ Ihc strategy is artnihilaiioiL Barba¬ 
rism (3) is no vision of the future, we already find 
ourselves in iL 

in the mctropole the conditions of violence are 
veiled. The economic violent force of capitalism has 
already established itself as acceptable violence in the 
bcadi of the people. The direct physical violent force, 
through the State wiih its organs of repression win*, but, 
as such, makes the significance of social conflia appsr- 
eni. It is clearly established ihaithe extension of capiuU 
ism in ihe metropolei has not led to the lepUccrocnt of 
direct formi of violotce fay something else, but has led 
directly to increased violence. 

Women have been exposed to every level of vio* 
Imcc, the indireci, suuctured forms of violence of this 
social system, that ossify aU posstfailitiei of life, and the 
brutal, direct, persona] violent oonditiont ai the hands of 
men. In the last year« a rise In crimes of violenw against 
women was discovered m the provincei where a formal 
soda) and legal equality was represented. 

Open use of violence of men against women have 
become cleai in tbeii pioportLoni inn the last year as a 
result of the work of womenW shelteri and oncigency 
call linci. Women experience violence dafly in dtS’ereni 
forms and qualities. They are embamssed, humiliated, 
aitickfld, and raped, h the FKG {4), a women is raped 
every 15 minniesl 50% of women are fi^>ed by men they 
know. Every year4 mi]]ton women in theFRG areabused 
by ihcir husbands. The decisive factor of the structure of 
V iolence is the abuse of women in the famil y, Ttpt^ threats 
of rape, and astbeutiziuon of violence against women in 
the media, advertising, and the cultoral iadostry. 

Violence against womea not ii the exc^oa, but 
imdemood u a universal mling principal, hai led tg the 
knowledge that the nruggle igainit the personal expert* 
cacc of sexist violence cannot be scparaled from the 
struggle against every form of violence of the tyftem. 
The mcrease in physical violence ii a gcDCTiI social 
reality, along with the increaring sensei esmeas of life and 
[he anoaymity of rehtiionshipf, and wofneo ftnd them¬ 
selves m the role of the social sacrifice. The covering up 
of thii violence by the police and the justice system 
clarifies the embedding of the violmt idationiliip be¬ 
tween a man and bii wife through rrtarriage aiid the 
family in protecting this sysiem ii indiciied by the m* 
crease of open violence. The ooniradlctioa beiwem the 
claim of the full equality of women and the necesiity of 
their clear oppression for the secority of the mMng class 
La for this system an iiroconctlable contradictioft. 

Women Eve in'"exile", because the socuJJy organ- 
i2Cd iniiitutiocii, like govcnsneni, the ecooomy, educa- 


ticFti, culture, the media, the church, the police, and the 
milLiary are s haped atA ruled by men. They are chart cter* 
ized by the principle of hierarchy, power, and power 
sCruggIti, Therefore, men are aJso aH^ecied by poweri 
violence, and oppression. They must subordinate them- 
seK cj to these principles of the pnedominance of “male 
rule” is to be preserved. Our oppression is based on this. 
Women will always and above all be oppressed and 
confronted wiEh violence either open or veiled, in a 
pairiarcha] society. 

Women must bow to thi s to av oid an open confron- 
UUOD with power and violence, as long as ^t^is system 
exists - remaining in exile as a survival technique - but 
also remaining in a sacrificial posture. This sacrificial 
posture leads to an evasion of the respons I fail iiy for social 
conditions, therefore making them partially to blame. 
The fact that women experience violence is no excuse for 
passing on the violence to their children. 

The iuiemalixation of this by women, as the most 
effective form of lecuring power, occurs through subtle 
formi of prevailing the development of self-conscious¬ 
ness through education, morals, and love^ lo enforce the 
established norms and to enforce confounity. Power will 
certaizily exert not open forms, so that,, without the use of 
open violence, womm will lake on end tolerate their 
sodal hmoioiu, will identify with them. As such, the 
situation of women leads more quickly to the surrender- 
ing of one's identity, to selT-destruction as the struggle 
against their oppression. 

The women's movement made the persona! op- 
preuivc situation of women into the starting point of their 
political practice. The division between private and po¬ 
litical was abolished. The pencnal was political and the 
political was made personal. Explosive revolutionary 
forte lied in the oonsciousness of the direct connecdoa 
between the abclirioa of personal sixfiering and the ne- 
ceisity of a soda! transformatioa. Tbe idea of radical 
locia] change - much more revolurionary in the change of 
the consdousEiesi of peoj^e than til pa-eviou i revolutions 
-producing a deep power among women. New forms and 
cooteots 1^ to theseparatJon from the general lefi move¬ 
ment, to the orgBaizationa] autonomy of the women's 
movoueaL Autonomy introduced knportani processes, 
rallmg into question the value structures of male society, 
not looking far any perspective within the social power 
structure not wanting to participaie in influencmg power, 
not drfining women*t If^ntion through male roles. This 
led themtoconstnict liberated space to escape patriarchal 
stmcbirea. Tbn was and li impoitant, because no move^ 
moit hai as mud) to struggle fora 3^}«Lrate idratity from 
the oppressor as the women's moyementJ 

Id the attacks against all oppressive stiucruiea lies 
the hope of not being integraublc, and the hope of 


producing and developing ihe core of rcvolutionaiy 
subversion. On the basis of the overemphasis of subjec¬ 
tive experience, which was the consequences of the 
taboos in ihe left groups, and the difficulty of converting 
the knowledge of personal oppression inlo direct aas of 
resistance, an ”jntemBLization"camc out of the politics of 
subjectivity: personal change without social change. 

The route Into the new ”internalixailon'* was fa¬ 
voured by the class poaition of many of the women in the 
women's movemcnL For women with "good" vocational 
training, there were and are real possibilities of finding a 
niche in this society and of seeking a liule subjective 
“happiness''. The poweri essness with respect to sodal 
relationships wasn't raised. This approach proved to be a 
deadend The yearning for happiness was pursued with¬ 
out ever being achieved. 

After the campaign against Paragraph 21S (5), the 
teslstance of the women's movement developed almost 
exclusively 10 the point of cofiftontition with the iodivid- 
ual man. Women set up self-defense groups, rape crisis 
lines, and, above all, women's shelters. State repression 
was thoroughly analyzed and described, however iheir 
behaviour was hardly political. Both the womco'i con¬ 
gresses in 197S, “Women and Repression" in E^inkfuit 
and “Violence Against Women" in Cologne, showed 
clearly the dilemma of the women's movemeoL The 
coindding of two experiences, violence as a daily attack 
and violence as a specifically directed oppression by the 
Slate, were not connected to each other. Abdicating the 
necessity of establishing the connection between capital¬ 
ism and social oppression, ^icatlon of the neceisiiy of 
establishing who the MAN is, led, as a resiih, to the 
development of i tendency in ihe “felf*help piojecu" 
(women's shelters, crisis groups, women's ceatres) to 
only soothing women in criiti. At the point, when women 
limit thonselves to reznedymg the distrest of women, 
withoui taking up and attacking the social cauaet, when 
they let opposition lo the Stale drop, ihere Is no guarantee 
against corruption, the radicalism with regards to the 
male gender of the police forces is at an end. Negooations 
with the CDpi and the justice apparatui to help a woman 
who has been attacked, lo imprison the ra[nft can't 
replace the strength which is lacking and degenerates into 
complicity with the State. And dearly, at this point the 
massive Sute aticmpl at inicgraiion exhibiu iu cfi'cctive- 
ness. The goal of ibis attempt at integration was and it to 
destroy ihc explosive revolutionary force of the women's 
movement, to turn womsi into badly paid adminmrators 
of misery. 

A sunilar c^tndiction exi$u in ihs area of 
women's lesbian cultuie. The radtcaiism with whidi 
many lesbian women have broken with the male gender 
which expressed itself equally in a blossoming creativity 
m the areas of ibeaire, music, liieramre, and painting, 
which predptated a new beg Inning for women's culture, 
did notprevcDt Itfrom becoming pMut of a StiDe-tolerated 
subculture. Lesbian dreamt are very radical dreams, but 
here in the meiropolc, they find a place. A privileged 
min ority, who had the wil! to engage in social bargainittg, 
with the hope of thus setting all women free, tmufoimed 
the autonotnoua women's project into an Illusion of the 
achievoneiit of pcrtonal happincsi. 

The autorKimy of the women's movement today, 
oiganizaTionally and as regards content. Is to be deter¬ 
mined, and its tocial externa] boundary is to be estab¬ 
lished. There is no osusai connection betweoi auionomy 
and the external boundary. The autonomy of the move^ 
mcnx can and mu el be developed, withoui reducing 
women ^s politics to woman-specific problems. For self* 
help projects, provocation, and not the avoidance of 
confrontation must be the goal, to break the lodal rules 
and not to be turned to a little funedoning oog. 

In the recent past, more and more women are 
expressing their uncase about ihe political exile of the 
women'sAcibian movement, more and more women are 
breaking through the 'clones* covering ihe women'i 
islands and are seeking to develop a feminist position and 
a pracuoe regarding the questions of ecological desiruc- 






ti on, f0 r e X ample, nud ear po wer, chemistry, etc., aga in si 
miliiariiaiioni and regarding the problem of iniemalion- 
aJjsmAht 3rd World. 

For us, ii is clear ihat ihe womenproject can't do 
without the organiz^ilon of subversivencss and counter^ 
violence. The women's movement has already fttitten 
enough analyses about how women are educate lo 
enduix violence, but to not proiea themselves. Women 
are trained to accept the powerlessness and peychologi* 
cal desEruction, which this system uses her emotionality 
to bring abouL The lymptLhy of women for the oppressed 
is strongly developed, but the hate for the oppressor, the 
enemy, is not developed. Hate has something lo do with 
dutruaign and dcstiuctiott scarei womeru To stop at 
describing these conditions, means noth Lug other then lo 
accept the condition of powerLessneif, to accept the role 
this society offen women. The myth of ^^pcacedoving** 
wemen is the legiumaiioi] for remaining in thecofidition 
of sacrifice. 

‘"Pcwerlessitess h The Magician'* Hat Of Cowardice" 

But every woman w'ho has everthrown a smne, who 
didn't retreat after being struclc by a man, but attacked 
bade, can comprehend the feeling of freedom we had 
when we destroyed sex shops or set off a bomb on the 
occajion of the Federal Supreme Court decision regard¬ 
ing Paragraph 218. In our society, freedom hai some¬ 
thing lo do with dcstmcEion; destruction of the suucniras 
that w'ani to chain us to womcn'i roles. And these suuc- 
mre* can only be destroyed if we attack the coaditJDns 
that attempt to destroy ui. Attacking in ibe most diverse 
formi, but tlwayi uj oonnection with our unrecpncilahle 
hate for the iodc*y. The aimed form of attacks ii, for us, 
an unavoidable part of women's ftnigglc, Thii posidon, 
as we have outilned is barely developed in the women** 
movemenL Therefore, wc hive organized together with 
men in the guerilla. But here the oontiadiction between 
the struggle against ftxism and clast struggle can't be 
resolved either- Our sums as la autonomous womcn^s 
group ID the RZ (6) it dsteEmined on the basU of the 
cnrrait political situmtioD of women, which u duractcr- 
tzed by ■ weaknest of the women't movement as regards 
ccatcDti Biid the fact that tbfr militisi organuuion of 
women is only at its begmrung. We are not a supplsncn- 
tary front of struggle, with which orginizatloiis can 
decorate themselves. We are not the soitmon lo fiinda* 
mental problons, only one way. Our feminist way bases 
hself on the pcnpectivca of the women'i movement and 
the LDiemaiioaal revotutionary struggles, and not ofily on 
our pcnpcctrve. 
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Footnotes: 


Rote Zora Siokdy Caimjdieal - leading figure in ^e Pan-Afri¬ 

canist tendency of ihe Blade Power Movonemt in the 
USA in the 60* s. 

2. Rosa Luxemburg - leading figure in the Spartacim, the 

. far lefi,noQ-Lciiiiiiii wndcncy which broke wiih the West 

Germaa Social Democratjc Party in the lit World War 
period. Murdered along with Kail Ucbbtecht, foUowing 
her sr»#i during a woriten uprising in 1918, in which the 
Spaitacisu played a key role. 

3. Rrfers to a quote from Leon Trouky claiming the 
future hdd 2 o^ons, Socialisna or BarbaruiiL 

4. FRO ^ Federal Republic of Geimajny, West Germany 
5- Paragraph 218 - Legal Paragnph governing abortion 
in W«i Geitnany. 

6. - Revolutionary Cells, the sexually mixed auton¬ 
omist guerilla group from which Roie Zora split;, but with 
whom they continue lo cooperate. 

7. Revolutionaren Zora (Revolutionary Rage) is the tlle^ 
ga] newspaper of the Revolmioniiy Cells and Rote Zore. 
It comes out roughly once a year. 
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FEMINISM & RACISM 
THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 


BY BELL HOOKS 



Lack women commintd to the feminist 
movement leant early on to distinguish 
between that political .choice and une¬ 
quivocal bonding with white women in 
the name of sistertiood. Outsiders look¬ 
ing in forever quesdoo us about this uij- 
I easy, tense alliance, wanting to know 
how we CM remain engaged in feminist smieglc when we 
must continually resist assault ftom those white women 
who see themselves as feminists even as they remain in¬ 
volved with the politics of white supremacy. Sincere com¬ 
mitment to the feminist movement is necessarily grounded 
in the conviction that a central agenda of that struggle is the 
formation of political solidarity between women. Wien in¬ 
dividual women of color approached feminism from a 
sta^point that included recognition of the impact race and 
racism has on the formation of social identity, essentially 
calling for the deconstruction of the categtay “woman” and 
a revision of popular notions of common bonding based 
solely on gender—the intent was not to de-value or ridicule 
the importonce of solidarity between women. Instead, it 
was a critique that sought a realistic undetstanding of the 
barners to that goal. The hope was that women would 
tegin to reconstruct feminist theory and pratticc to make 
“sisterhood” a logical outcome of shared eng agement 
Responses to these critiques varied. Early on, accusa¬ 
tions that the issue of race was raised to deflect anention 
away from feminism, thereby underntining the movement, 
were common. Many white women felt that diey were 
being admmushed so that they would examuie pciaonal ex¬ 
pressions of racism, and fad to link that imenogation of 
self with an undeiatanding of the way white supremacy 
woilts as an institutionalized structure of dominatioo. This 
meant that chMges in Savior within the private sphere of 
personal relationships did not necessarily lead to a oansfor- 
mation ot public interactions. Positively, individual white 
women began to grapple with race in ways chat enabled 
them to critically intervene in feminist settings and help 
create circumstances where black women 
could work in solidarity with them without 
fear that racist dominatioo would prevaiL ^ 

Seeing these women, experiencing the power 
of a sisterhood that is based wi a willingness 
to stmggic and change makes it possible for 
individual black women to sustain our com¬ 
mitment to feminist solidarity. 

Unfortunately, as the issue of race and 
racism gradually became a more acceptable 
topic for discussion within feminist circles, _ 
particularly among academics, it was no - 



longer fundamentally linked to a concern with building 
solidarity (i.e. sisterhood). It became more a subject for 
critical discourse, a way to shift and alter the critical foun¬ 
dations of feminist theory and debate, giving it a different 
slant and a new direction. Suddenly it seemed all the white 
women who had “resisted" discussing race and racism were 
writing about these subjects, “claiming the terrain," so to 
speak, h was as though they had viewed black women’s 
insistence that feminism confront the question of race sole¬ 
ly as a bid for attention power, and control. Perhaps they 
begai) to think of feminist discourse as a little country ruled 
by elite white women. It then appeared that women of color 
had this ploy to take it over; that raising the question of 
race Md racism was really meant to be a coup d’etat. To 
effectively block this insurrection, they responded by ap¬ 
propriating the analysis, establishing themselves as the 
hegemonic voice, now controlling the new feminist dis¬ 
course on race. Women of color were once again relegated 
to the status of “help," supporting and servicing .hat 
feminist movement which was really seen as the “property” 
of white women. For elite, white women, our words, ideas, 
tven our very images, were appropriated to legitimate and 
validate their work. Our presence (at feminist conferences, 
in women’s studies programs, at pot-lucks) was acceptable 
only if we behaved in a manner that upheld their “right” to 
be the voice telling us what to say and how to say it. 

■^is rather cynical portrait can be drawn only because 
so Lttle has changed despite feminist inclusion of the ques¬ 
tion of race and racism. Talking with individual black 
women who remain committed to femirust movement, one 
bears again and again accounts of dreadful encounters with 
“elite” white feminists, writing about black women’s his- 
toiy and literature, or focusing on the racialtzed content of 
particular woiks by white authors, who have in no way al¬ 
tered their behavior. In our encounters with this group we 
often find ouiselves subjected to the crudest expressions of 
white suprenlacy and racist domination. Just imagine that 
you are in conversation with a leading white woman 
feminist theorist who focuses her work on the 
question of race. You arc a black woman 
feminist theorist. Fearful that you are about to 
critique her woik publicly she begins to ver¬ 
bally denounce you. As you pointedly call at¬ 
tention to her anempts to not only control 
black woman’s speech but to punish what she 
perceives as disobedience, she begins to 
repeatedly scream: "I could care less about 
what black women think about my work. I 
J don’t owe black women anything.” 
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(jTl IMfH:t 4 iunA{rl]r, 1 ^ii» i* mi ■ Jarriuy. 4 t hpppcncd. Like 

^ iitwiy Inch tiKHfUfiirii li WM iievor fihlly dcilt with hy llu 
t)«nlci invalvfti, Wltiieiilnf inch « <v^km d^piiy of cm* 
Ffniphi (tnd hmtiliiy tuwtnli Hack wunca the “liiler" twl 
wily felt bcTnyetl. ilie fell chpi the wi* now puny to m («- 
rihic lecici. ShfMiU her I'Ciptinac Ik lo publidy etcnouncc 
lhi 4 wofnanT Wmild she be bclicvcid? In ihc pui |j>e tMd 
inid ntlKT black won^n ihai ihit wMh woman could be 
iniftod u a frleml. ui ally; ahould ihn ‘*wwn* llum? U»- 
ilmately ihe felt that rhU fiKWcnce wbi im ^pciaottal''^ jt 
was ifliiniiately linked with tlie effivti of elile while woincfi 
Ui iHiti povrci- and preiilfe In ihe acadeniy, ^ 

]| is no inete coincidcflOe thal black woinen often ttet 
rhe moitt inieme hosiility ffori) while women who are leck* 
hjt lo ohiain or milfiiiln f»wef in hlerwIikaL inti^iuiFf. 
Within feminiai cmcIm many of these womtn bold power¬ 
ful pret.iigioui pcniliom in cohegf!! and imtvemiiKt. They 
tiftm chair womcn'i irudies prognmi. The politica of bfack 
women‘c intoraoiicifia with this jtroiip of wwncti ia explored 
exiensLvely |n Johfinclla Buikr'* raiay “Difficult 
l>[ahif|iKi“ (ptibUilml In ihe Fcbniiiy IVfl? Iiiue of TAf 
W'tKncfl’j o/ Observing that "Wbfnen*! 

Studici' relaiiofiship lo line KJdemy is boond up wiih die 
power intieiem in white jkid priwitege." Duller cmphasiaei 
lliat 'the tenacity of the ftseling that whiles ought by nature 
lo be at Ihe ceirur and by nalure Ucftoc is iremendout.*' 
Tlitj aspect of while luprcmacy hti detcmiined much of 
Ihe way white women in itutiiuiiotu interact wiih women 
ttf color The fact ihai Mack women hive so liitle power to 
iktcniwie iHibcy in Bcwieotl'A phrm liaa been no rigoirkCant 
itkcrease in ibe number of black wonKu heading women'i 
siutMc:i programs} ntahea ii easy lor while women who arc 
noi aboui to surrender power gained lhrdu|h the pcrpelua- 
linn of while supfcrriacy to Ignore the concerns, Ehoughta. 
ami attitudes of black women. Or if iheir eacluskm of Mack 
women ii nocked hy those higher up rbere is alwayt a non- 
iMfcaicning "mtwf" to be found lhal will either do one's 
Nddini or make demeaning compitmiiici. (By critiquing 
ihe professional siraiegies of ambitious white wdoKn 
Kholan who see Ihcntselves ts feminiits I do not mean to 
sugiesi that like-mindid women of color behave different¬ 
ly } 

Oiveri ibe »f»y in wbkh wt cihk pf while auptemacy 
curttinues la inforifi rclaiiotia beiwccn while women and 
women of color who profess comtniinteM lo feminiat 
movemenr, individual hlaek women have reason to doubt 
that rcminisl aolidariiy is an atiftnablc goal. Under* 
siimlably, some liiten have decided lo completely dia- 
engage ihemsetves from any invatveftieni 
with whtie women pod doggoAy refmo to be 
drawn ini a discussions cf race cr racism for 
fear lhal ihcir ideas will be ipptopfiated lo 
enhance and tegitiinaie while fentinitt 
thoiiglH. Those of us who teach in wocnen'i 
siudics programa. whoK clatsroorrii arc 
filled wiiti ymiitg white women, eofiitntH to 
work al building soliJlarity, enminue to 
engage in <io use Duilei'i icrmj 'WfkoJt 
dtaitvgues.'^ 

All that I have writicn so far bos been dif- 
ficuli lo say. f would riiher not tlunk iboot 



white feiiialc riciim» or ponder ihe ways il impedes and 
Iiitileriniiifi r«iidii 4 a| It la *0 ftintlatiifirtalfy 

diihtartenlii|. Afiln aod again I aik myself why Ihc 
pmgmalvc actions of white women wilh whom t sod other 
black women bond have so lltlle impact. A possible ea- 
planalion is itial tikcse womens who daringly Uikc risks and 
malEC courigeous sAandt lacisni vid pilriaichy arc 

ofitft not ill pofiilefti of power. Their elTorti are rarely 
doeomemed Iknce they do not become the role models for 
largo fiumlHn of youfig wonKiri and men who are learning 
abemt feminiam. Al times totm of Iticaa Indjividiiah ■oentia 
choose lo espreii lotidartty privately, even aecreUy, so that 
Ihcy do not risk being vktimizod by mom powerful white 
wotrten who ihink diffcienlly, Dven though miuy while 
wtHiKn “overbeani" moat of ihe corivenailon deKribed car- 

lier between the "diic'' while woman scholar and itv black 
nemale scholar, ihey did not intorvene. Aker the jncidenl 
Ihey did uoi confroot iheir colleague hihJ peer Id impmss on 
her a seoM of “aix^iiabiliiyr If cuir difTicOl dialogues are 
to continue then while women who have di veiled of iheir 
while tuprmucy must aisunio a tchienblp loie^ dtKumeni* 
ing Iheir aeiJons, and speakiog oua. 

Recently, I suggOM^ lo Mary Chllderi, a while woman 
colkagiie and a feminiti thinker wltciiu: woik and octicNis t 
tMpwy^ lhal we have a lung eonvcrsilion where wc would 
(alii abooi jssues of face and class (we fell bonded id one 
•nothef beeitise of thared ciisi btckgnHiiHh, and wiyi we 
disag^. while stilt fruinitimni a seme of voltdarily. Wt 
innMiibed our discusaion atvd it will be published in ari 
HtHimlogy of new fCiidiiinl wiiiii^. l-or ui^ h waa Intponaiu 
to dacufnent ihe way wc imcractcd wiili otK anoilicr jo that 
our ckperience could stand as lesiimoity that reminist 
solidwily It pirisiMe. Mary and 1 are boih wavy of the idea 
thai tolldarriy is best built in Ihe coniext of ffiendshipi cfHi- 
sinicted on the pfcmise of (as Mary pot$ it) "sCifnkss har- 
mouy,^ We both agreed ihat on* of vlie major barricri 
preveiHini dialogue between black and while wocnen is 
fear (rf conflicL Maty suggested Ihit "the Ottly way we are 
S^mg *0 handle all this connki in feminisfU is If we have 
pleasure togriher.'^ I lespondied by suggesting that w* have 
diDemm noiions of pleasure, that 1 can be kavmg fun, eu- 
i^tying mysclfi, in a liiuaEkn where iheie is alto conflki and 
ccmfivniaiHMi aihittig: “In most encounters beiween white 
women and black women w other women of color, if ihete 
it confmAiation, all pUasore ends and total di!itnreiraiion 
takes place. So that we also have lo rWKcpaualue how we 
deal wdh difterenee in 1 way that allows for ihe expericrtce 
in a i^en teLitui of bolh paitt and pleasure. It i* pfrssibic lo 
■einembcr what provides a cofinectinn even 
as you deal with whal makes you dinferent, 
VQL wiih whai you vchemenity don't agree 
, ibout.** Fenfinlst solidiriiy between women 

canon* emerge if we art imahle lo cope wiih 
conDic* ind disigicemem. To coniinue our 
“djfrkuU diaioguei” we muii develop 
Mtateglei for eonttmciive cofifromaiion. 

The primary condiiion that many black 
Women fell needed lo eaist before there 
could be consiriKlivc exchange wai for 
white women 10 divesi ihefitselvcs of white 
tuprcqjacy. Indeed, it was Maiy Chikfen' 





^ MAGA^irii; JiJi,VfAiJtafsr iwo 


t^nfiMTfiiem 10 ■nii-facist ufu„gle ,|«u mad* it ,K»HiMe r„r 
lirt lt> iniM l»r One of ilie r;iHkli||i»ui of iiuu hia Ik 
1h« rm il^ of dominaikiii or ciKrcive esploiiafion e^ixis. 
^iie Ihc growing body of wwk wherein while (eminisis 
and wrlie alxrul race, we need lo ktu,w jiwrt aboui 
bow a^ why white wotiKfi develop artti^rucisi con.«inus- 
nesa. We need ro hew white wonwn lalk what liaii- 
f^iu when ihey challen|ie while jupremscy. Uow doea ihis 
cnifKtige innsforifi their fcmlnisi praciiceT 

Placing theofeikal IrKluiion of an underslsndtng of race 
iOd a cDninhiinem lo eruting rnc ism tni iEh* leimnixr aieihtii 
fui not kd lo the formnikm of poUlicat Mraiegics thas win 
fraiisform and renew Jeminisi moveiuent |t>h^ aj 
lemmisl ihinklni on race reoiAiiis nwie mi inlcrnnl dtajcigue 
among privileged seadeuiks aodAtr wriiers, ifiere is 
Chance we wdl 10 engage in oppressive coinpeiitive 

power struggles. Since the acvulrniy is slructurcd alone 
J»K lines, rt cwfloi be ihe only rncation for the maUng of 
minisi solidirity. All too often ii |iiis women Hgniosi ivk 
mlher, re iistfthing uruduies of racial thmiitMUtou. Ixi ine 
wTei an exin^e: Recenlly, a major slate umveisity had a 
Junioe level position in women 1 siudics. The women s 
studies program wm ell while-^ii^s s juinll mugmni i. 
mi|only of iwofessors have tenure prirgram decided 
1™ Ihii junior level alot (one thiii requires doing niuc.'h of 
Ute tcau desirable work in the (irogram) will be awarded 10 
1 w«nan of color, picfcribly • black woman. Now d duel 
not lake any panjcular genius 10 see how this simcuire 
rtprodiMxi not only 1 rncia] biernrehy where die iimyirtiy 
IPWIJ (whin woriwii) Itave the gieuirr puwer aiuJ uudmrdy 
the miifi^iy group {une lone woman of cohu>, hui 
also a selling where the hi.^torical FclatiDn.shtp between 
yack women and while women, chat of scrvanl/served can 
be feenacted. Now ihis would nnt be |hc cast if all the 
while women partkipants divc.si ihemseJves of white 
iupfenwcial atlitudei iikI beliefs (whkh uenn unlikriyk 
Jmagifbe further ihii a black male scholar cofiKriticd 10 
fxishtng Ihe campus to hire moie tenured block faculty sug- 
^sti 10 this sinaJl griwp of wliiie wotioen IME ihey go to 
Hie admictisirtticm and f«|uesi ihoi ihis posiikm be changed 
M lhal It ccHildi allow them to hire a teniev camlidAie wiih 
^fllirt. Wilh great neltictancc. the- chair of wotvHi^nV 
IbltQWi bit advkc and ii cuc-eesAfui. Y.p ,n*i ihc 

prngcam G needs can best be imi by a junior caiKlidate, 
tven ihciugh the contacts a senior womati of color wJm 
be Imcrtsted in join ing her women^s Kudies pnjgram, 
Hie docs withoui enihuijiam, commuiiitaiing in (very 
Conversation wilh ihe candidaie her ’‘'stnaiii'' tense thui ihc 
person who takes Ihis positim mun be willing 
m meet iha needs of ihe program (j.e. do Hi* 
leaa detinble work). Tbrs Hmgglc becomes a 
ipiEition oJ power and conirol. There may 
have bHn feai on ihe past of ihc prognm ihai 
Oie "woman of color' hiierl on a senior level 
wrwd no* "obey" or "follow orders," Yolanda 
M^ei hat compiled an eacelleni report on 
y^ck women in academia which iddrctscs 
iha diiricvltiei faced by tiltck women in 
lai)hfjng collegial ity. paniculariy if ow ways 
of doing things differ fmm ihose in power 
Di 1 has been 1 nujor probleiii in feminist ot- 





gniijriug and in nil wink vpitcfs wlicre hlAi:k wiimen *#kl 
white wiffiicri fljt lugcilier. We need Tu lalk al>out li>e way* 
ihcw tellings can be iransfnnncJ to ihii ‘ dtifefence" tfocs 
me bccanh- fhe tjccn^iar h>T greater dlvisivcncsii aikj boa^ 
tilily, for white women lo rttcitE (wwei ainl conlrof. 

If fcniininE sTdidufiiy bciwreii wuuien lo emerge, iticn 
feminijt si niggle rmisi be recliiinted. revitalised. And j| 
inuM no logger lake plate ifjJejy in ibe icaciemy or in ihe 
rtilm of ifi^'Oiirsc. As has afrrady been slated the coni|.icli- 
live hierarchical ruiuic of the academy iT>itjtnics against di* 
kvmiMtrnt of .udklaiiiy aihI -riAirfhwHj. W|ule we ki«ow that 
individual Vrohneo mirage to trafiscenJ structural bairiers 
and promote sisicfbfxid. ihis is urn e collecfive experience 
If women tan coriilruci imliiicat siraiegies ihai will 
pnunole anew s Loncem ind 9 cornmitmenl to fcmiivisl 
wdidarity. Ihcn we can chiweArraie diver?* sites of ii nig¬ 
gle ami euiiigctncfii iluti uut power to dclemnnc 

stfuLiurc. KniPwtcdpe gained hii Piew snlings will enable 
women lo rcMsi puitiLipairiLm in sy?,iems of dorninaltan 
itkjrc ericuivdy. 

If our dilficiili iJialognes are m conEittue nnd be ccin- 
?ilnfeiivc then we niosi criikally esunine why wi^mcn have 

licei* ifl, wi|iio(! lu abrtridiin iIk curice|n i»f sisinluxid, uf 
rtiuioiM ^olidiiriiy. riointniiig Ybai concern helped ut 
remain fucuMd on hui (ding a mass based rcintnisl movc- 
nseri*. Are wermen who are tunnnitled 10 feinmist ihinking 
and pndke ready 10 focu^ arteniiun on renewirig colkctive 
paniciparinii in feniinisl nmvcmcnl? Unlil this question is 

amwered. riitnrc rrtnjuiii . . wilt finve lu dirrcliou 

and nti ichI leoJei^lup When uid where will women of 
color and wliiie women meet 10 talk about strategics for 
change? One *ay lo lake nur words out of ihe academy is 
to lalk with one amuher, woman lo warnan, wherever we 
might meet. How many of us only lalk about feminism wilh 
other rcmrniAEA, wub folks who share our lifeMylcsT Tlie 
profiiise of of sistcrhCiaL was ihaiiwo women riiighi Ik able 
10 meet AS strangers, any place, anywhere and give espres- 
sioo Jo Ihe ccintmiiiment 10 undersiarKt, help^ and serve one 
anoiher Ii was this muiL«il axebange ih*t (womised lo on- 
mvet the chaim of sesisi lamc sra violence and domina- 
Uon. TUnl irsiure of solidarity freely j^i^en was n> be the 
fourulaiicHi of U lihcratory inovemeut that would have as in 
/.jndamenui jEOil eradkaiing sexism and scxid opsiressitm 
Before we asked others 10 change we would uunrlves bear 
W ilneu lo change and inns formal unt. 

¥ E? OS CONFESS- remiliiii bclref ihii solidarily between 
l^wtHiKn was possible waned in iJie wake of tcniium 
around dllferenee" with the growing under- 
siaaiding ihai itiecchncreie foreei scparaiing u? 
could iMrt be ovenrornc hy roirurtic evocoEions 
of wtiiriBo bondmig. Mosi women wen: not 
prepared lo simggle fiir sisiertmod, to wwk ai 
il arduously irid pnlienily. Now ihat we know 
hetler. we heve the opportoniiy 10 start anew. 

We no Innger have |o cominuilly do Ihc dif¬ 
ficult work of funring One ajiDitier lo Miknow- 
ledgc the reality of racial difference and 
dominaiiofi. Now we musi speak of bow ihii 
donurtiiion lan be challenged and resisied. 
Now we can lalk ^ 














Fargest Nisht! Never Forget! 
Never Again! Mer Keyn Moi Nisht! 
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Peter Stiverman, a Survivor^ recounts his story of bejjinning the armed 
resistance movement in the viiiace uf Jody, Poland. 


Foay-eight years ago next month on May the eighth* 1945* the guns of World 
War II became silent in Europe. Most capitals of the free world (and some 
not so free) were ccsiahc. Millions of servicemen relumed home to ihcir 
countries to be reunited wish, and embraced by^ iheir loved ones. 

We survivors had no country and no homes lo return to, and most of our 
loved ones were annibllaied by the Nazis. Hoping against hope, we searched 
for remnants of our families but found someiimes only graves. 

As the entire free world rejoiced, we sal and wept. For us 
this was not a viaory. Liberation yes. viciory no. For six mil¬ 
lion, liberaiian came loo late. 

A vow was made by those of us who survived, to those who 
perished—to remcrober and not to forget **Do not forget us" 
were usually the last words of our dying brothers and sisters. 

In these days of Holocaust denials, we tiiusi go one step fur¬ 
ther. We must demand, not just *do not forget” hut *'bcar wit¬ 
ness and do not allow us to be forgotten.” 

li ts exuemely heanwarming to see young people here 
tonight who are remembering and not forgcuing. 

Filly yeais ago next month, other guns were silenced—the 
guns of the Warsaw Ghetto fighters. On May the eighth* 1943. 
the he^quaner bunker on 1£ Mila Street fell and with ii also 
Mordechai Anileviu and a large group of fighters and com¬ 
manders. The fighung in the Ghetto lasted over a month. With very few 
weapons and even less ammunnion* with no food or water* they held out 
against an enemy with inexhausiibk supplies of sophisticated weapons* 
amrauniiion, etc. They never surrendered. 

1 stand here tonight, look you in your eyes* and stale: This was victory, not 
only for the Warsaw Ghetto fighters but for the eniire Jmish people and for 
all future generaiioas of lews and non-Jews alike. Their bravery and heroism, 
endurance and suffering has no equal in the hisioiy of mankind. They were a 
people wilhoul a state in a hostile environment. They stood alone, facing the 
Nazi menace of genocide* facing the most cruel and brutal of the enemies of 
the Jewish people. They were burned alive together with the stniciures and 
pavemeni. 
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Wherever ilicic was resisUnce in Ma/i- 
occupied Europe, ihc Jews were among the 
fttsi lo organize h. As you may know, I just 
published a book \fmm kreimr/e Vkwn 
(Canadian Society for Yad Vashem, 1992}]. Here are 
(he reasons why, and why fifty years ia(cr, 
and also why ihc title Victt^rs tC as I said 
before, there was no victory 

F^irsl why did it lake me fifty years? When 
we survivors arrived al these blessed shores, 
we w^erc told to forget the horrible past and 
start a new life. Anyway, we were con¬ 
vinced that if we really told the truth, h was 
too terrible to be believed, and no one 
would believe us. So, we worked hard to 
support and raise our young families, seb 


ntfin# Fvd*n, ft£)hlar 
In Pnxtucilv* Gitvno. 



dom talked about our past except perhaps, 
sonic limes among ourselves. 

I \^'ant lo share with you five reasons why 
we wrote the book, 

Reason number one: In 19S5 a group of 
us fomter Partisans went to Israel to partici¬ 
pate in the World Assembly of Jewish War 
Vcicrans, lo commcmoralc forty years since 
the defeat of Nazi Germany. After all the 
official cc I cm on ICS were over we had a 


reunion of all the Partisans from our forest. 
We realized that many of Ihc survivors arc 
not with us any more. That is when we 
decided to record some of our memories. 

Reason number two: We were encouraged 
by other books slowly published everywhere, 

Reason number three: Jioioeausi denkrs 
whose purpose it is to whitew-ash the Nazis 
by saying there was no Holocaust and 
lienee, no victims, and if there arc no vic- 
tiins, Ihcn there arc no chmittals. They arc 
rewriting history while Hf survivors, or bet¬ 
ter yet, we witnesses, arc still alive. But we 
know ihtii we do not belong to an endan¬ 
gered species but we do belong to a species 
that is going to be extinct. So it is our duty 
to document the horrendous crimes against 
the Jewish people atKJ against huiuanily, ] 
have no words to describe the pain inflicted 
on Che survivors by these levisionisls, and it 
is my opinion that ALL JEWS ARH SUR¬ 
VIVORS. 

Reason number four; The Righteous 
Among The Nations, the people that saved 
our lives and helped us obtain the very first 
weapons. It is our sacred duly to dt>cmiicnt 
the heroic deeds of these non-Jews lo wliom 
we owe our lives. 

Reason number five: One of the mosi 
extraordinary and incredible chapters in the 
history of World War Ft is the story of the 
Jewish Partisans in the forests of Eastern 
Europe, particularly Eastern Poland, Bydo- 
njssia and Easteni Lithuania. Other lhat the 
Warsaw Ghetto uprising, the world knows 
little or nothing about the other side of Ihc 
Holocausl picture; Jewish war resistance 
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and heroism. 

We, the Jewish l^inisaris in die Byelo¬ 
russian and UasEcrr] Lithuanian and Polish 
forests, numbered in the iliousands. Almost 
all of us were escapees from massacres 
aiul/«r ghettos. Our icgctidary rcsisiancc 
movcmciu made a significanE conIrihLiUoii 
lowards ihc Allied viciory ovci Nazi 
Germany, and yet ihis siory is alniosi coiii- 
pJctcly unknown. This is one mote reason 
for writing our book. 

I'he main reason ihal riu alive and here 
lonighl U the fact that in the Spring of 1942 
a group of abmil two do/co young Jcwi.sJi 
buys and girls from our town of Jody ^ind 
vicinity, believed iliai our lives were worth 
more than one kilogram of salt. Tm here to 
tell you abuui our resistaticc Ui the iingEil of 
the Nazi war machine. 

Judy was a small Polish town, 200 kilo¬ 
metres north of the city of Vilna with a 
Jewish community of about 600 people. 

From September of 1939 lo June of 1941 
our region was taken over by the USSR as a 
icsult of tlic SlaJin-Hilicr Treaty. I was 14 
years old, spoke five languages and had to 
learn a fifth^—Russian—in a couple of 
weeks. 

During the week of June 22, 194J when 
Germany invaded the USSR, many thou- 
satids of Red Army sold lets and officers had 
retreated througli Jodj^ on their w'ay east. 
Some of IhcJU ilroppcd their weapons in the 
lie Ids, 

On the last day nf June 1941, the fjrsi 
German soldiers arrived in Jody. 

I innied lately our sit uni ion changed drasd- 


caily. We were struck with jjiuiicnse fear. 
We were isolated, alone and helpless. 
Dutjiig the tirst live tmmihs of Nazi rule, 
JiHly Jews suHcicd pogtoiiis, bnjlai loiture, 
beatings, stiirvatiun and other airocilies at 
the hands of ihc local population who 
foiiiJC(f the Coliaboratiir Pidicc LX'pamuciu 
under German su[x:rvision. 

On fA^ciiibcr 17. 1941, on the filth day 


MasM GfylFnan, 

In Central Ghetto. 


of Chanukah, the town was surrounded by 
Byclomssian, Foolish and Russian collabora¬ 
tor police and also by S$ and Gestapo units. 
All the Jews that did not run aw'ay were 
taken to the public scliool and from there 
cscuncd, 20 ai a time, to a gravel pic outside 
of town, and shot. InfiUils and children w'cic 
noi shot. T{) save bullets they were hit on ihc 
head w'iili rifle bulls and llirtma alive into 
the pit. Almost all the killings were earned 
out by collaborators. The Germans just 
supervised. I'he screams of the niolhcis and 
children could be heard cvcryw'hcrc. 
Mothers had to watch ilicii children anir- 
dcred before they had the luxury to be 
killed. Thi.s horrendous tragedy is inipossi- 
ble to describe. All the Jcw.s from several 
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villages in ihc vkiniiy of Jody were munded 
up, broughi to the gravel pit and murdered. 

We had aboui two hours warning rronv a 
Righteous CenliJc connected with the 
police. A little less than half of the Jewish 
population escaped. 

Why did only half escape when everyone 
knew about the danger? Ttie most inipoitan! 
reasoii is Jcwtsli fimiily tics, The Jewish 
mother was always attached to her children 
at bir^K with an in visible iron chain. There 
was no way anyone would hide you with 
childicjL Children need food, milk, waniiLh, 
and they also cry. The family that stayed 
together, perished together If iJic family 
would only spiH, someone would survive. 


Dvof* PsTM, rt£l^i«r In 
BmsKfnaktfs' Dlttrfcr 


The Na/js put a bounty on the heads of 
the Jews who had escaped. One kilogram of 
salt 10 anyone who brought a Jew to the 
gravel pit. Only the local population could 
identify the Jews. In the next ten days about 
250 Jews were captured, brutally lonurcd 
(fur having the audacity to escape) and 
killed, 

Those that escaped were desperately try¬ 
ing 10 find a hiding place with Gentiles, 



some succeeded and the rest were just wan¬ 
dering and moving from place to pUcc 
when they were captured. 1 was hidden by a 
Polish family who were either angels or 
superhumans who risked Ihcir lives and the 
Jives of iheir families lo save me. They 
restored our faith in humanity during our 
'darkesi hours. 

1'hrcc weeks after the oiiginal mnssacie 
there were only aboul 100 Jody Jews left 
alive. Sojuc were hidden by Righteous 
Gentiles, Olliers managed lo sneak inlo near¬ 
by ghctlos in other towns which were not 
yet liquidated. At this point in ^tuc some of 
us made the decision that we were worth 
more than one kilogram of salt and we 
vowed .hat we would never surrender, nor 
be captured alive. 

In Older to keep this promise we knew we 
mpst obtain weapons. In March of 1942, my 
cousin Dave Smuschkowitz; and 1, both 17 
years old, were able to obtain the very first 
weapons in our area—one pistol with three 
and one riiic with six bullets. 

On April 7, 1942, Dave and 1 were 
slopped by a German policeman and three 
collaborators. While we were being taken to 
the grave) pit lo be shot, we killed the 
policeman and escaped- This was die first 
known and documented act of armed Jewish 
resislaaec in our vicinity (1 repeat, in our 
vicinity). 

In laie Spring, the majority of the Jody 
Jews that were stilt alive, about 75 men, 
women and a few children, moved inlo the 
Koziany Forest and established a Jewish 
Family Base Camp. The forest was about 
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ten kilometres south of Jody, In early 
Summer of 1942, shortly after we moved 
inlo the forest, former Red Army soldicts 
and officers who either escaped from POW 
camps, or were hiding out ihiough the win¬ 
ter on farms, also came into the forest. A 
number of our Jewish boys and girls wcie 
killed by some of these former Red Army 
nicinbei's. We now staited to take advantage 
of the formerly abandoned Red Army 
weapons dial had liccn picked up by (he 
fanners. We boughi some, stole some oml a 
nuiiibcr were given lo us by Uiglitcous 
Gentiles. 

Our priorities at this point in time were: 
To obtain more weapons and amrinrnitioiu 
obtain and bring forKl inlo the forest and to 
take caie of those people who either killed 
or betrayed Jews. 

What did a rifle or a gun mean lo us, 50 
years ago? 

A ride meant food. 

It meant we would not be caplurcd alive. 

U meant we could hide almost anywhere. 

We could lake care of collaboraiors and 
betrayers of Jews. 

We could stand up to former Red Army 
soldiers arriving in the forest. 

It meant we could overpower our enemies 
and thus obtain more and better weapons 
and ammunition. 

Most important of all, we made this 
amazing discovery; Thai the great Na/i 
‘"heroes" and ihcij collaboralors, who were 
extremely brave w'hcu it came to killing and 
torturing innocent Jewish children and starv¬ 
ing or sick, ujianncd, defenceless Jewish 


men and women, became eow'ard.s w'hen 
faced by armed Jews. 

The ftjicsi bccaujc Ihc must feared place 
on carih for them. They were icrriticd at (he 
Ihoughi of cnicring the forest, w-lulc for us, 
the forest was like our molhcr, 1 wish we 
had had video at the time so you could see 
Hiid listen to capliiied Nazis trying and 
picinitng lor Iheir lives. 


Toil A Altrrwifi, fiEihUf In 
Canlfol GhttiD. 


In June, July and August of 1942, the 
Nazis liquidated almost all of the ghettos in 
our vicinity, by slaughtering all Jew^s in each I 

city and town. A few hundred survivors 
started fillcrmg into our forest from about 
one dozen different ghettos. Some of them 
came with weapons, some of them wound¬ 
ed, and ahnosi all of them were young boys 
and girls—ver)^ young, 

The first organized Partisan unit in om 
Koziany Forest w'as fonned in July 1942. It 
was a merger of our Jewish group with the 
former Red Army group. This w^a.^ now for¬ 
mal organized resistance. Many raids 
against the enemy were carried out and^ 
more and better weapons obtained. Now 
came our second smircc of weapon, the 
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Na/.i,'i I hem selves—bul we had It) kill Uicni 
be litre we could take their weapons. 

The open season against Jews came (o an 
end the lime being. 

We organized a Partisan brigade and 
named it Spartak. All able-bodied Jewish 
boys, and many girls, jitincd itic brigade. 
Jews had to bring their own weapons, or 
else llicy were tioL adtiiJticd. 

Older people, middle-aged, some woiiicn 
and a few children siayecl in the Jewish 
Family Camp on the fringes of the forest. 
Oor Partisan Dasc Camp was in the centre 
of the forest. As the strength of the brigade 
grew, so diet the quality of life in the Jewish 
Family Camp. 


y 
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In November of 1942 and almost one year 
later, in October of 1943 two blt>ckadcs look 
place, Each lime the forest was surrounded 
by an army of German soldiers and collabo¬ 
rators. They used lanks, atiillcry, aircraft, 
d<kgs and other modem weapons. On both 
oixasiorts the brigade broke rmt of the forest 
and went 150 kilumcires east into the 
U,SSIC to the UslKif/c region, where the 
Parilsan move me ill was cxlrcmcly strong. 


As {tie brigade fought its way out uf the for¬ 
est, it suffered casualitics. Some of our best 
Jewish buys and girls fell in baltlc. Each 
time, the blockade lasted several weeks and 
when ihc German Army withdrew they Icli 
colJaboraiors in the forest. Nim' they were 
Ukrainian, Liiliuanian and Liuvian 
Vlasovioks. The Jewish Family Camp took 
demting loses, many of them were obliter¬ 
ated in the most tragic way. 

In the early Spring of 1943, when we 
relumed from Ihc cast, with the help of a 
Jewish girl named Katia, who had been 
parachuted into the forest with a radio iraas- 
nutter and generator, we Tcccivcd parachulc 
drops from behind the front sent to us by the 
USSR, We obtained badly needed automatic 
weapons, ammunition and most tmponani, 
explosives. We became a very effective 
fighting force. A Lithuanian Partisan 
brigade was organized alongside Spartak 
and was predominantly Jewish. 

During the Summer and Fall of 1943, 
Winter, Spring and Summer of 1944, we 
CKCcuted many raids, killed many Nazis and 
collaborators. We captured and destroyed 
vital German communication and trans- 
pottaiion cemres, Nazi garrisons, police sta¬ 
tions, trains, many miles of railroad tracks 
and bridges, and carried out many ambushes 
and raids. We made life generally miserable 
for the Nazis. We tied up many divisions of 
Gennan troops who would ollicrwisc be at 
the fronts, fighljng various Allied aniiics. 
We, the hurt ted, now became the huuten. 

Two major railway lines were located 
near our area of opcraiiuns: the Leningrad- 
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Warsaw railway ojid the Smolcmk-Waisaw 
railway. 

In the Fall of 1943. two new Partisan 
brigades were organized in cur foicsi. A 
second Jewish Family Camp was estab¬ 
lished—mostly siifvivots from other forests 
wlio c,sca|n:d bkiekadcs. 

Several attempts were made by us to 
organize a strkily Jewish Partisan brigade. 
Each lime we were forced to al^andon our 
plans by the Cominunist District Cornmuiut 
who by now had a say in our operations. 
The bcsi we could do w^as to form a Jewish 
platoon in our third dcinchmcm and th;ii was 
not all Jewish. 

Al liberation our brigade numbered close 
to 1,000 men and women—about 15 per 
cent Jewish. 

We, the Jewish men and women, boys 
and girls, were the backbone of the brigade. 
Why? 

Rather than suircndcr when smrounded or 
helplessly outnumbered or nionally wound¬ 
ed, Jewish Partisans conunitted suicide. 

We knew the tcrrilorj', bridges, Itighways, 
railways and most important, many of the 
people. 

There were ne ver spies among the Jewish 
Partisans. 

We brought our own weapons and all of 
us were volunteers. 

Eatli tJf us had faced anti cscajicd dcailj 
many limes hijorc we joined the PanisaJis, 
and bccantc/er^rlcss. We had nodtittif Jell to 
lose; most uf us had already lost everything. 

All specialised units, for instance, recon¬ 
naissance, demolitions squads, liaison and 
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cmiimunicaiion groups, strike groups, and 
otJiers, were predominantly Jewish 

We were the hr.sl to volunteer tor the most 
dangerous Jtiissitins. We joineil Ehu 
Partisans, not to survive the war, but to 
Tight, and get icvcngc. 

Starling in May of 1944, ii few of oni 
unjls came out of Ihc Jorcsts and were sla- 
titnted in villages. During the first week of 



June 1944 we received an CKiremcly large 
parachulc drop of explosives. On June 23, 
1944 the Red Army started a major offen¬ 
sive, and broke through the German Lines on 
the Vitebsk from, All Partisan brigades were 
ordered to go out simultaneously during 
daytime and destroy long stretches of raib 
road tracks, cutting not only the vital 
German supply Irncs. but also their line of 
retreat—twofold victory. 

Our morale at this poini in lime, was at an 
all-time high. Byelorussia and Eastern 
Lrlhuania, fioin wlicre w'c ojicraied, l)y this 
lime had over 250 Partisari brigades 
total Uiiig ah out 200.000 men and woinci^ 
ten to 15 per cent were Jews and somd 
btigadcs were almost l(K) pci cci\{ Jewish, 
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like the BicLski or Diadia Misha brigades 
!ii)d Lillie IS One and a half loilliori Jews 
loughi llic Na?Jii in vanoits Allied armies, Ii 
is esiimaieiJ dial ihe Jewish underground, in 
occupied l-umpc, numbered 100,000 men 
and women. We 11 never know Llicir CJiaci 
nuinber, because many of ihcm, for obvious 
reasons, luughi imdci assumed namc^n 
On July 2nd of 1944, at the lime of our 
lilKiaLiun, Spariak captured several towns 
and cities. Those were important road junc- 
lions needed by ihe German army for 
rcticai, We held them in spite of a numerical 
disadvantage and we suffered many casuali- 
lics. The same day, July 2nd, 1944, we met 
I he first unit of the Red Army, a forward 
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reconnaissance with combat unit, of about 
250 men of a guard division. 

Although many of our Jewish boys and 
girls fell in battle from the day that we 
obtained our first weapons* not one Jew 
from our vicinity was captured alive by the 
Nazis or collaborators. 

pjorn that day fonh, we were not sold for 
one kilogram of sail, or for any price. Wt 
kept our vcm ncvxr to sunender, 


Ai the lime of liberation a new vow was 
intide by the few of us that survived, lo Ibc 
many that perished; To remember and not (o 
forget. 

■ Wlicn we were faced with the Na/J policy 
of tuial cjiteiiiiinmioM we declared ii ligln for 
life* a fight for survival. Today, when we arc 
faced with Holuausi deniid we must update 
and change this vow to: Do not allow lire 
Holocaust to be forgotten. And do not ntlow 
history to be rewritten. My presence here 
tonight, 1 hope and pray, will serve ns a 
rcniimJcr of lliai vow. 

Now I would like to answer the ciucstion, 
Why is the title of our book Vlcrarj if there 
was no victory? 

My appearing here tonight in frtmi of you 
is my victory- We, the Jewish people* sur¬ 
vived Nazism and were able to establish dif¬ 
ferent Jewish institutions of learning, schools, 
libraries, synagogues, yeshivas, organiza¬ 
tions, hospitals, etc. This Is our victory. 

When I pass a Jewish elementary school 
at recess and see and hear Jewish children 
playing, this is my victory. The Nazis* prime 
objective was to annihilate Jewish children. 

My grandchildren are my victory. 

When I go to Israel and walk the strceis of 
Jerusalem. Tel Aviv, Negev or Galil, this is 
my victory. 

Three key words of the Jewish Partisan 
song written in the Vilna Ghetto arc: WE 
ARE HERE. We, the Jewish people, are 
here, and we will always be here. Tliis is my 
victory. 

Thank you. 
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My task here is lo outline and analyze tlic dcvclapiiiciit 
of the Holocausl, Tliis is a sombre and dauniine lask, and I apoloei/x in 
advance for bolli ifie unavoidable brevity and simplidiy of what I am about 
to present, as well as for many historical gaps and possible errors it no doubt 
contains. This talk, indeed Ibis entire event, is just the beginning of what 
JPAFL hopes will be a process of undtrstaitding and analyzing the Holocaust 
and applying its lessons to the present day. Part of our coniniilincnt in doing 
this work is to present information about all of the groups w ho were affected 
by the Holocaust. The rise of Hitler to power in IV33 was alntiisi iiiinied late¬ 
ly followed by the declaration of a law rccttiiring sterilization of those with 
hereditary diseases, the purpose of which was to prevent the biilh of persons 
with disabilities who were considered by the Nazis to be “life unwonliy of 
life." The philosophical basis was lltc eugenics movement; a refined fonn of 
social Darwinism meant by the Nazis (o purify the volk. what they conccis'cd 
of as the collective body of the German people. They began an extensive pro¬ 
gram of propaganda in the arts, schools and popular ciilliiie designed to con¬ 
vince Gcniians that they would benefit from this quest for racial purity. 

Also in 1933. the Nazi regime began to isolalc Jews. Exploiiirtg the long 
and bltHxly history of European anli-Scinitisni. a mass tainpatgn to boycott 
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Jcwjsh businesses anij professionals was ini- 
LtaieJ, and all iewisb civjJ servant and teach¬ 
ers were fired. lit addition, 150,000 political 
opponents to the regime were rounded up 
and sent to conccniraiion camps for so-called 
re-education. The Nazis took coniroJ of the 
labour movemenu prohibiting strikes, and 
youth and women's organizations. The 
round-up of the Romani peoples, popularly 
but jncorrccily known as the Gypsies, com¬ 
menced in 1933. Gay men, and so-called 
“asocials.** who included prostitutes, les¬ 
bians, '"habitual criminals" and cultural non* 
conformists, were also sent to the camps. 

The first killini centre for people with dis¬ 
abilities was opened in 1936, Forced 
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euthanasia became increasingly prevalent 
fiom 1936 to 1939. Physicians were required 
to register adults and children wiili disabili- 
tics. Many who avoided rcgislratioii died tri 
hiding for lack of medical treatment, or sim¬ 
ply of cold and hunger In 1939, shortly after 
the invasion of Poland, the Nazis began to 


openly Jiiurdct people uith disabilities. Six 
kilting centres with gas chambers and crema- 
loria were set up in German hospitals in 


1940. This is where the Nazi mafis death 
technology was pioneered. 

On Noveuihcr 9-11, 1938, scores of syna¬ 
gogues and thousands of Jcwisli-owncd 
shops all over Germany and Austria were 
ransacked and burned. This is known as 
Krlsiallnacht, after the shattered glass win* 
dows that resulted from the rampage. The 
first mass dcporiatiuns of Jews began on 
November 12, 1938. 

The Nazis implemented deportations, 
repressions and mass murder in art of the 
countries they occupied between 1939 and 
1945. Many people arc aware of the dccirna- 
Lion of European Jewry that resulted Fewer 
arc aware of the history of Nazism in North 
Africa, a piece of Jewish history that is often 
neglected. 

During the Nazi era, many North African 
countries were under European colonial con¬ 
trol. Libya was an Italian colony, and the fas¬ 
cists who controlled Italy in the J 930s imple¬ 
mented Hitler's anti-Semitic laws there, 
There were deportations from Libya to the 
death camps in Europe, and there were also 
concentration camps in both Libya and 
Tunisia, which was a French colony and thus 
controlled by the Nazi occupation govern¬ 
ment. 

The Holocaust was the systematized mur¬ 
der of many fvcoplcs. Six miltiun Jews and at 
least 220,(MX) Romani were murdered—80 
per cent of the popufatiun of each of those 
peoples who were living in areas under Nazi 
occupation. Two hundred thousand people 
with disabilities or so-called menial itlncsscs 
were murdered or perilled. Between 50,000 
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and 63,000 gay men and many, many ilum- 
sands of lesbians, pi^irtical disskJcnis, prusii- 
luics, fton-conforiuists and Soviet prisoners 
of war were killed. In additiem, juillions of 
European civilians died under the Nazi occU‘ 
pation. Ail were casualties of the Nazi quc.sl 
for racial purity and an CJtpandcd tcnilory 
for those who were "racially pure” to inhabit. 

What arc some of the lessons of the 
Holocaust? The Holocaust began in pan 
because persons with disabilities were seen 
as pcrsotis without value by a signifLcaiu por¬ 
tion of society, and no one protested when 
they were targetted. 

We must therefore learn the necessity Ui 
defend Ihc rights of all vulnerable people. 
We must extrapolate an understanding of 
Nazi elements existing today in our own 
society. Persons w'jih quadriplcgia and/or 
Down's Syndrojiic and people living with 
AIDS often have *'dt5 nut resuscitate" marked 
on their nicdical chans in hospilal. Gays and 
lesbians, Jews, inmiigrants, aboriginal peo¬ 
ples, people of African descent and all peo¬ 
ples of colour arc seen as an opportune focus 
by right-wing elements in North America. 
Ethnic cleansing is occurring in the former 
Yugoslavia. Blacks in Soulh Africa. 
Palcstmians in Israel, aboriginal peoples in 
East Timor and Guatemala arc subjected to 
systcjuatizcrl legislated violence. Let us 
remember that there is never an acccplablc 
largcl for brutality. 

There was resistance Hi Nazisjn within 
Europe. I'his included acts large and sm.iM 
committed by civilians, as well as resistance 
in every one of the cainp.s. Sojiic of these 


were diamaifcally cffcciivc, such as blowuijj 
up one of the crcmaiona at Auscfm ii/, Many 
were Siiwll everyday acts of solidarity and 
humanity. Vet the organized resistance suf¬ 
fered because of poJilieal ami oationa] spliis: 
the coininuniSLs and socialists wouldn't wotk 
together and Jimsl groups w'oulcJn't woik 
wdth the Jews. Ixt us rcmcjiibcr as we buikJ 
our movements that, despite our many and 
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important diffcjcnccs, we do have a curniinm 
enemy and ihal enemy is ever cm the march. 

When we as Jews stale NEVER AGAIN, 
we must include not only ourselves, but 
cveiyoiie. When we speak of the ujirUjjig of 
Ihc Jews in the Warsaw^ Ghcilo, we mijsi also 
remember other uprisings against oppres¬ 
sion: Soweto, the IntilaJa. Kahnesatake and 
Kahnawake, Ticnannien Squaic, the 
Philippines, Nicaragua, Burma, Vjci Nam, El 
Salvador. Some were lost, .some were viciuri- 
ous and many arc happening as we speak. 
The stmgglc conlinucs. 
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To Be a Radical Jew in the Late 20th Century 
Melanie Kaye/Kantrowitz 

t 4 « 

J9fi0. I rtco^iitd in Reagan's eicclion thal Ihc liberalism I had lor jrears seen a$ 
Ihc real danger was being superceded.that the rigbl was gaining power, wilb all its Jew* 
hating, racist, sckIsI, homophobic capilalisl thrusi, Al Ihe same lime ihc anti-Scmilbm 
I was encounlering in Ihe women's movemeni and on llie left lm( me more* not 
because jt was more Ihreakning but because Ihe feminisi left was where J needed lo 
be; this added io my sense of isolation as a ]cw. 

1 was also rcadiftg analyses of racism and discussions of idenlily, mostly by Hbck 
women* and my proxiniily lo Chicana and Native American cutiures allowed me 
hngible lessons in diversity and in non-mainstream survival. Cnllurcs* [woplc were be¬ 
ing defined as Third World or wliile; where I lived it was Chicana, Indian or Anglo, 
hul none of these calcgnms, none ol Ihc dcscriplivc analyses (it me or my culture. I 
was an bnglish-spcahcr. my people came from Europe, but wc were not Anglo and 
nciihcr was our cullure. 

There arc many more details, scenes, some t remember and some which still elude 
me. What is clear lo me is this; Ihe more oulside of a Jewish ambiance f was, I be more 
conscious I became ol Jewishness. For me. H was like Marshall Mclnuhan's perhaps 
apocryplial remark: I don't know who discovered water* but rnii sure it wasn't a fish. 
Inside a Jewish environment, where 1 cbuld lake for granted a somewhat shared 
culture* an expectation ahoul Jewish survival* where my body lype and appearance 
were familiar, niy voice ordinary, my laughicr not loo loud but hearty and normal, 
above atl. normab . in this cnvironmcnl* I did nol know what it ivacant lo be a Jew. 
only what it mcaol lo be a menish. 1 did nol know (hat /rjcif/.'s^r was a Jewish word in a 
Jewish language. 

As I lived longer outside Jewish culturCp as I became more fully aware of aiili- 
Scniilism. internal as welt aseilernal, as I understood my own hunger for home, kin* 
for fUR[ was walking furlber and further along a inaslly unconscious, gradual, 
zig lag and retrospectively inevitable path. 

1* If I am not for myself, , , 

There were many of os on distinct but similarly incvilablc palhs. Wbal bajipmd 
as Jewish women began raising Jewish issues inside the women’s movemeni? 

Even al the beginning, some of the issues wc were raising seemed almost mundane* 
obvious; issues of diiecl insult, steieolypes* omission* exclusion* indillcrence, 
discriminalion, assumplions of sameness, passing, invisibility, cultural dilfaence, con¬ 
cern for cultural survival. . J-and J think many of us-expeded llial the groundwork 
un these issues bad been laid, lhal the heroic and tedious labor undertaken by women 
of color* with some while and Jewish support, lo raise cvcryonc*s consciousness about 
racism would carry over somewhat to inform response lo Jewish women. 


Nol that I ihoughi while-fir Jewish-women had always been adcipiJle in I heir 
conmblincut lu fighi racism. Nol that I assumed experience and issues for Jewish 
women and for genlilc women of color were llie same; nor did I expecl idealieal ex 
pericncc and issues for all women of color, including Jewish women of color, iiut I did 
expect some analogy tu be apprdiended. J expected thal Ihe movemeni would continue 
building on general principtes. as well as diffcrenliatc what was unique. 

And this did nol happen, i saw resislance, overt rijedion, ridicule* a willful ig 
norance. Not from everyone. From some I saw respect* support and desire lo ex lend 
themselves. Froju many I saw hypocritical silence ny 5 <|uerading as respect. From 
some, hostilityx And—most often—1 saw a bewilderment, an inability to grasp what 
was being said about anti-Semitisni or jewtsh idcjilily* an incapacity to recognize why 
it mattered. And, of course* the too polite silence, the bewilderment, the hostilily in 
kmified my seirconsdousntss as a jew. ^ 

Examples arc nol hard lo find. The policy slalenienl that doesn't mention o|q)osi 
lion lo anIhSemilism,’ The many courses lliat include readings by women from a 
variety of cultures but* somehow, no Jews, T1*c decision that lo have a Jew as keynote 
speaker Is too particular, too specialized.* The 1984 Women & the Law conlcrcnce, 
with its theme Bread and lloscst which offered, out of nearly 200 workshojrs, none on 
Jews or Jewish issues. [Let mei honor those Jcwisti women who ensured Itiat the lil£5 
conference would hive several Jewish workshops and events.The flyer fur an anti 
mitilarisi protest which voiced opposition to misogyny, racism, homophobia, ableism, 
a number of other -isms, but not onli Scmitisnc named a siring of identities mcluding 
'’Ulack, Latina* Asian, Pakslinian*but not Jewish.* A flyer soltcilmg material for a 
feminist journal on issues such as;- 

Imperlilnt lnlcfvrn|io(4 
Kiciiin, Seijjni, JlflrroscNiim, A|fiim 
Itufigcr Bdycxiion Atpr^ducli^f Ki|hU 
Diurmimeitl Ilexlih Self DcIcrmiivUktn ttouiinx^ 

I guess the after "Ageism" is supposed lo leave r<M>m for Ihc inclusion of anii- 
Semitism* but the general effect is lo make Jews feel mvisible* unwelcome, or worse. 

Why? Why have the basic points been so hard io gel? Why have so many radicals 
been impermeable to a pro-jewish analysis and activity? Why are wc gelling ihc 
message that many of our erstwhile political comrades and sislers-inclnding some 
Jews—think it contradictory to be a radical Jew? 

The explanation* as 1 have tried lo track it down* is as tangled as the naUire of anIi- 
Semidsm; as unconscious, as willlully ignorant as an ordinary American's reialionship 
to the rest of the world: as inadequately grasped and developed as the woincjk's move¬ 
ment understanding of race and class and vrhy the movement should oppose racism 
and class hierarchy. 

Anli-Semittsm* Race and Class 

I am nol one who believes anti-Semitism is inevitable, ycl I confess my heart sinks 
when I consider how rcsilienl this hatred is; Jew as anti-Christ, embodying 
materialism* money* Shytock's pound of flesh; Marx's analysis of the Jew as irrelevant 
parasite; shameful victims, who went like sheep lo Ihe slaughter; the UN General 
Assembly's prodamalions on Zionism; killer Israelis. 


Nor docs Jcwbh oppression hi mlo previously cslablbhed analyses* \i capilalism is 
your primary conrradiclion, ihe Jewisti people is nol a class cale^ory. If racism, many 
Jews have lighi skin, pass ai genlile if ihcy wish. If sexism, why should Jewish women 
ideniily wilh Jewish men? If Jewish is an cthnicily, a peoplehood, why don'I you live 
if) Israel, or call yourself Israeli? If h's a religion, how arc you Jewish if you douU 
observe? 

But nol only does Jewish oppression elude convcnliorifll calcgorics. Jewish 
slcreolypcs prove lhal anli-Semittsm docs nol exisi jews are rich, powerful, privileged, 
conlrt^ Ihe media, the schools, (he business world, intcrnalionat banking: Ihc Zionisi 
conspiricy rides again, Kow could such powerhouses ever be in trouble? These 
stereolypes, I've realiicd, prevent recognilion of how we arc threatened or demeaned 
as jews, 

by speaking aboul anli'Semitism. Jewish women unsettle an unspoken equation in 
the radical women's movement: in i society like ours, deeply racist and absurdly 
pretending to ctasslcssncss, class comes to be seen as identical to race* People of color 
are considered the same as working and poor people* Other aspects of racism » 
cultural erasure, assimilation, self-hate, jusi to name a few-are simply not heeded, nor 
arc-god forbid-strengths of ethnic or racial minorities acknowledged unless-in a 
wash of while self hale—people of color are romanticiicd as stronger, more aylbenlic, 
somehow better than whiles; but better because they are seen as such victims lliaL 
mere survival is a miracle. 

Meanwhile, these same analyses which ignore class as an independent category, 
related to but separate from race, ignore the variety of class experience and location of 
Jews: Jews, you remember, arc at) rich or at least middle class. Why, then, arc we 
complaining? 

Such a non'analysis not only belies the experience of middle^class people of 
color-the upper middle-class Biack families.*lor example, whose LA* neighborhood 
was firebombed in June, 1935; Ihc middle-class Japanese homc land-and-buslncss- 
owners on the West Coast who bad everything confjKatcd and were imprisoned m 
camps during the second World War. Tliis perspective also erases Ihe existence of Jews 
of color and working-class Jews, and Ihc entire while poor ajid working class; a very 
substantial group of women* 

Related to Ihis unspoken equation: analyses of racism-both on the left and in the 
feminist movemeni-have been spearheaded by Black people, and to some extent Ihe 
experience of Black people in Ihc US provides the model by which we understand 
racism. And despite Ihc cxisteticc and even growth of a Black middle class, the con¬ 
tinued grinding poverty of mosi Black people in Ihis counlry also suggests an equal ion 
of race and class. 

And it's true: most immigrant groups have moved up Ihe class ladder, at least lo 
lower middle class or trade union status (which-for mcn-mcans pretty good pay), 
usually pushed up in what has been called "'the queuing effect" by a newer group of 
immigrants against whom prejudice is fresher and stronger.* But American Blacks, in 
their forced passage lo this counlry, in Ihc destruction of many cicmcnis of African 




culture by slavery, in Ihcir confrontation wilh classic American racism against the 
darkest skin, and in the exploitation of this racism by capitalists lo "explain" inequali¬ 
ty* have been painfully excluded from the process of queuing. This is evident fn>m the 
progress of Puerto Ricans and Koreans in NYC, for example, or Cubans in Miami; 
though more rcccnlly arrived than Blacks, llicsc groups have, in effeeb cul in ahead of 
Blacks economically. 

Uul Ihtre's anollier kind of dlsloriion. I have lived oulside of NYC (of half my <i0 
ycjfs now, and hsvt come lo think that Hit usuat caplenalions of racism and anli- 
Semtlism locus unduly on New York, a /ocus which has evcrylliing lo do with location 
of roedia and ambitious inleliccluats, qot lo meniion a huge Jewish and a huge Black 
comraunlly, each deeply roofed in the cily, each a culluraf center for Ihcir people, And 
these two communities have often, in Ihe past 20 years, been al odds, nol utterly, but 
noticeably; on coiiununlly control of sdiools, in tlic struggle for Die city's liiiiiictJ 
resources, on affirmalive idion and quotas. , . And Ihc conlrast-bclween a visible 
relatively secure Jewish cominunily, mostly (except for Ihc old) employed, and a 
continuing impoverished Black community with an unequal share ol the city's 
resources, unequally protected and unequally harassed by (he police, with an 
astronomical rate of unemployment among Black teenage males and nol much prospccl 
ol iraprovement-the contrast has gol lo seem slark. 

It is this sense of contrast that isdrawn upon again and again in people's discussion 
of anti-Semitism as opposed lo racism. But when I look more closely al places other 
than New York-al Boslon, vrhere working class Kalians and Blacks have been at odds 
over school busing; al Detroit, where Iraqi small merchants and Blacks have had racial 
tension reminiscent of the "Jewish shopkeeper in Harlem"; al northern New Mexico 
where Chicana/o and Native American communities may have differences, and where 
Anglos moving to the area are wresting political control from the ChicanasJosj at Miami, 
where non-Spahish speakers may resenl the bilitigualism requiremeni for civil 
service jobs dealing with the public-my grasp of Ihe complexities of race. Jewishness, 
ethnicity, class, and culture is greatly enhanced. Instead of being characleriied by 
potariiation, in which anii-Semilism is treated as a phenomenon different in nature 
from racism, anIi-Stmilism can he clearly seen as a (onn of rachm. 

The World According lo America 

There are other factors blocking recognilion of Ihe weight of anti-Semitism on 
Jews, Jewish experience in the US, isolated from Ihe experience of Jews around the 
world, seems fairly rosy. Bui Jews arc an international people, and ihe nature of Jewish 
identity, oppression, fear and danger derive from and connect to experiences oulsidc 
this country. 
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From ihis vanlage point, Jews seem ridiculous when we lalk aboul Jewish danger. 
We are up against a tailurc ol Americans to lake seriously the pilch jewhating allained 
so <]uickly in Europe in the thirties, tor example, because Americans think Europe and 
the thirties so far away. They know about evil Germans, shceplike Jews, and heroic 
Americans, but arc not taught to see (be war against the Jews as a culmination to cen¬ 
turies of Jewhaling. Americans are told lies aboul the base of Naiism, so lhal we im¬ 
agine Jcwhaling goes with i lack of educalioti: working-class people are-as with white 
racism in this country—blamed. We are not told of Ihe doctors and doclorales trained 
in Europe’s finest universities. For most Americans the Holocaust blurs safely, almost 
pleasantly, with other terrible events ol the past, like Bubonic Plague in the Middle 
Ages. 

Nor have most Americans paid much attention to the perseculioo of Jews in Ihe 
Soviet Union, or Argentina, or Bthiapia, unless an ideolojpcal point is to be scored 
against these nations. As for Ihe fact lhal Jews are not in danger in some communities 
around Ihe world because jews have been exiled or violently excised from those cotn- 
muniiies—this is not recognized as a Icgitimale source of griej and suspicion tor Jews lo 
reckon with, a loss-o( our people, our culture. Women in Ihe feminist movement, not 
necessarily educated on these issues, respond pretty much like other Americans. 

The Scarcity Assumption 

Then, loo, an assumption deeply integral lo capitalism has been absorbed by all of 
us. since it is reflected in so much of what we see. I have called this the Scarcity 
Theory,' net enough lo go around; not enough love, not enough lime, not enough ap¬ 
pointments 81 the foodslamps office, not enough i«id stamps, not enough money, not 
enough seals on the subway. It’s pervasive. We learn mistrust of each other, bone 
deep: everything is skin off somebody's nose. 


Few of us have learned to trust our own rhetoric, that people will fight harder as 
they also fight for themselves. So when Jews begin lalking about anti-Semitism, it's 
only "naturaJ" that even Ihe left, which should welcome a people's coining lo con¬ 
sciousness, responds as if we're asking for handouts—and whose pocket will they come 
out o(7 Ignoring how much political energy can be generated as groups develop a 

cohesive identity and analysis, Ihe left accuses Jevn of draining Ihe movement, of com¬ 
peting for status as victims, ol ignoring advantages and options open lo us. 

Identity politics ol ail kinds do contain an inherent polenlial not only for victim- 
competition but lor splintering movements into 1000 groups whose members at last 
feel sutlicientty the same: comfy hut not a powerful resource.'' But while the locus of 
some Jewish women on idenlilyU a source of personal discovery and support is 
hardly unique, criticism ol identity politics has beep aimed disproportionately at Jews, 
sometimes by Jews. I'll pul this another way: anliSemilism has sometimes masquerad¬ 
ed as a disdain lor identity politics." , 
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11. Jewish Diversity, Assimilation and Identity 

To observant jews, a persistent reluctance by others lo lake Jewish holidays, 
shtibes. dietary customs into account means that they-observanl |cws-are not 
welcome;" lo others, ignoring these iraJiliom embodies anti iwtiiarclial sliuggte. 
Some Jews arc passionately attached to Yiddish culture and want to preserve Ibis, 
others feel alienated by a Yiddish emphasis: they grew up with Ladino or Arabic, and 
rescnl the assumption that Jewish means Ashkenazi roots: some share the rejection of 
much of the New Lett for European anything, and. seeing the future in the Third World 
and only a moribund or embarrassing past in Ihe remnants of European Jewry, feel no 
desire lo preserve Ashkenazi culture. (Though one might question this last position as 
self-haling Ihe people who feel this way do not perceive what they hale as their scfues.| 

Some Jews idcnlily deeply with other Jews; others identify only with while nuUdIc 
class privilege; some consider themselves people of color. Some invalidate, trivialize or 
olhetwise deny Jewish experience, oppression, and values, say "I'm a Jew only as a 
label or a credential, not a pcrspeclive. With the diversity of our ex|)eticnce unar- 
liculated in a way lhal supports all of it. even Jews tend to perceive the needs, com 
plaints, experience ol other Jews as extreme, atypical, threatening, not really or not 
necessarily/ewisfi," Given this lack of agreement aboul even such basics as the nature 
of Jewish experience and idcnlily. the parameters ol anti Semitism, how arc Jews sup¬ 
posed lo work politically as Jewsl 

These questions need lo be answered by Jews lalking with one another, developing 
political and emotional clarily and cohesion And this requires Jewish space in which 
to piece together a deeply tell Jewish identity and perspective inch by mcli from the 
various threads ol tradition, lilcralute. ritual, religion, culture, values, [hiIiIics. 
language. Some of us will spend our lives building Jewish idcnlily: others will draw on 
this work as a strong foundalion from which lo live our [wiilics. Particularly for those 
of us who arc not religiously observant, much confusion attends out grasping — 
through anti Semitism and ollen prodded by anIi-Stmilism - for soraclhiiig beyond 
common danger. We need to figure out how lo undo assimilation without being 
nostalgic or xenophobic; how lo reach in and out at the same time. 

III. Guilt vs. Solidarity 

Most feminist theory on identity was developcii by women of color and focused on 
fiehline racism." 1 have come lo think lhal had while women fully grasped the nature 
t)f this fight and Iheir own reosoni for pining it, they would now be grasping w a 
Jewish women are trying to do. For the suspicion which greets a developing Jewish 
idenlily-from some Jews as well as genliles-is ottly partly explamed by anti Semitism 
(the sense lhal Jewish identity in partkutarhH no value| and by scarcity (the tear that 
locus on Jews will delracl from other pressing issuesj. The way Jews have been met 
with "not you loo," the way anti-Semitism becomes the one issue loo many, suggest 
that many while women are angry and resistant lo dealing with tacisn, but are loo 
frightened to express lhal anger openly;" suggest further how little our movement has 
taught us to see struggles against racism as life-giving, nourishing; as our own. 


Uul guili iisdf, as a jiiolivating faclor, is fooled lii a way of thmkmg wtiidi does nal 
promote change. Guilt asks; am f bad or am I good? guilly or innocetii? racist or nol? 
Very dilferenl (rum asking "is this a racist aciT* which allows me not to commit it, or 
to do (he work that ensures J never conimtl rl again. For in order to change you have lo 
be willing lo expose yoursclf-aj least lo yourseU-aod observe and examine and 
understand. This lakes lime, patience, and a respect for process. Guik prompts a long' 
iiig to purge alt impure impulses quickly^ get it over and done wi(h once and for all. 

Impulses which seem impure are not examined or transformed; they are sliftcd while 
you keep busy trying lo act as ihough you have ihe rigid impulses. 

We'VC all seen white vromcn act like corpses around women of color* so afraid ol 
doing the wrong ihinj: meaning, anything natural, treating a person like a person. For 
guilt is a freest emotion: you can*( think* you can'l feel, you can only knee jerk. This is 
llic inf^ntili/ing function of guiti; you lose faith in your own responses because Ihe risk 
of ihcii being wrong is more than you cm handle. 

In addition to militating against real change* guiti exercises an uneasy Infliicncc 
over ihc real difference in resources and options which woinen may enjoy, leading lo 
downward mobility, pretending to have less, gleefully sefedirtg the most oppressed 
possible identity: office worker, not daughier of a (ttvi dropuul from a 

prestigious college most office workers never get riear (as studentsf 

And why dues someone embrace an idervlily of oppression? tlccausc ips groovy? 
TJie insult of this must be apparent. Because she feels guilty about wbal slices gol? Arc 
money, power, privilege worthless resources to ignore* bury, preleird away? The in* 
sull of this OLigJij to be apparent too. 

And besides; behind ihe guiti, Ihe desire Jo belong, be ojic with Ihc people, etc., 
tile resources remain* quietly drawn on or untouched by anyone, but ready to be picked 
up and used at some future date. So guilt helps people hoard what they've goJ* because 
ihcy rtever come lo Icrmi with how lo use resources productively. 

The Ihirtg is: anyone who really wants lo hoard her money, (>awer and privilege 
sooner or later will. She can be targeted for guill Irips-to Id go of some ot what she 
wishes no one knew she had-bul beneath the guill had belter be fear: fear of ex¬ 
posure, fear of conflict* so she'll slay in tine and act right. And bow does any sane per¬ 
son read after a while lo fear, guilt? Is this a way lo build a movcmenl? 

Nor can guilt mobiliic those who don't feel guilty. Try tdling a while working* 
class woman, for example* lo fight racism because of how privileged she is. She may 
think racism is wrong and may be committed lo fight it; she may also think that move¬ 
ment analyses of racism are ridiculous because she is not living the easy life her white 
skin is supposed to guarantee her. Whatever privilege she jtiay have* she dings 
toothings arc lough-bui she hardly feels guilty. Only recognition of a common goal, 

Ihc possibilities and—I want lo say—(he joys of solidarity will inspire women who 
don't fed guifly to join another struggle as their own. 
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Solidnrjly; How To liuild a AtoveiuejU 

Solidarity requires the bonding together of a people engaged in common struggle 
But solidarity also means standing alongside another struggle. Jiot because you fed 
guilty but because you recogniie it as your own; it means using what you have on 
behalf of Ihc struggle, 

Angela Davis notes* for example. Prudence Crandal)* a while woman who risked 
her life in defense of education for black girls.** Or Ihe slraltgy suggested by Marta 
Chapman Weston* a white leader of Ihc Boston Female Anli Slavery Sociely; when a 
white pro-slavery mob burst into a meeting chaired by Weston, she realized tlial the 
mob soughl loisolale and perhaps violenlly allack the Black women in attendance, and 

thus insisted that each white woman leave the building with a Black woman at her 
side.** Or* at the world anti-slavery convention in London, at which the notorious 
decision was made lo bar women from the floor* there were a few men who refused to 
join the floor but stood with Ihc women in Ihc gallery, silent. Among them was the 
Block abolitionist Cbrles llemond,and the while abolitionists William Lloyd Garrison 
and Nathafiiel Rogers.'* Black leader I Frederick A, Dotigjass* too, at Icasl initially sup- 
porkd the then-radical demand of women's suffrage and used bis mate privilege on 
behalf of Ihe emerging women's rights movement** Or* Ihe women workers in the 
stockyards {mosliy Irish and Poles} and Jn the garmenl industry [mostly Jews and 
Italians) who dclibcrolcly-and contrary Iq the practice of the AFL and most of llieir 
pecrs-soughl lo include and orgajiize with Black women," Or the Women's Trade 
Union league, upper middic'dass collcge-cducalcd while suffragists who worked in 
support of immigrant women's unions." Or (be Black and white coJiege 
students—including many Jews—who went south lo challenge scgiegatioii. 

All these actions aic examples of informed coalition work. None is a passive giving 
something up; they are all an aggressive wrapping of Iwo peoples in a cloak only one 
has. These are acts which build trust between peoples. 

IV. Some Slralcgics for Action 

As wc come into otir Jewish identity* we feel somehow lhat to be juslified in 
asserting it* in opposing anli'Scmilism, we must be ionocenl victims* trying lo make 
our oppression palpable to those who don't understand it. My beginning search far 
Jewish identity focused on the Holocaust and on the immigrant experience only pailly 
because such a search must. So did a number of poems wc teccivtd lo; this 
anthology--no] because of direct knowledge* bul for some olher reason. The only olhcf 
subjects which appeared in such profusion were "grandnmihefs'' and the "Triangle 
Shirtwaisl Faclory Fire.'' 

We need our iiistory/hcrstory, and these are our handles, what wc know. These are 
also all images of greater persecution than most American Jews are subjeci to today As 
jews* afraid of ihc myth of Jewish power; as (while?| feminists, guilly about our skm 
privilege, wc are so hungry for innocence that images of oppression come almost as a 
relief. Innocence, even suffering, seems the only altcrnalivc lo guilt. 
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But innocence hu its price: while it relieves us ol responsibility, it also denies us 
our strength. The assumption is: since we have been victims, we cannot ever be 
anything else. Witness Begin, invoking the Holocaust to justify the invasion of 
Lebanon. How could Jtva be oppressive after all we've iufftiecR From this perspec¬ 
tive, class hostility, for example, has no basis in class distinctions but is only a front for 
jewhating. We have to recognize that Jews are relatively well-off economically com¬ 
pared with most people of color in Ibis country, as with the rural white poor; and that 
jews endure about the same level of poverty as other ethnic groups who immigrated 
around the same lime. Our job is to untangle dass hostility from anli'Scinilism, not to 
pretend the Jewish people still works in the swralshop. 

How this need lor innocence translates potilically is a disaster. 'I he altitude mat 
claims we-ol any group- are essentially victims and so can't be charged with our 
behavior is destructive to all ol us. If we can't do anything wrong, the fad is we can't 
do anyihmg at all - and how in that stale ol powerlessness are we to build a vast 
movtmeni sufficient to Itanslorm the exceedingly powerful slate we live in? Defensive, 
protective of that dubious privilege of having our suffering acknowledged, we are at 
something of a standstill. Can't we look at each other and begin to sec what we might 
build? Can't we extend towards each other so (hat we can draw on each other's 
strengths, learn to trust that we can use our power in positive ways? 

Working Alone/Wotking Together 

True coalition is not a smattering of tokens- True coalition forms between groups, 
the premise is llial each group has a strong base in a larger comm unity. Thus Jews who 
want 10 work in coalition need m only lo know who we ate but to be bonded with 

"'''ThoLTof us who choose to work in'coalitiQns can assert Ibal identity and con¬ 
sciousness lo others, I know many Jewish women, myself *"’“‘'8 P ' 

ticipaled in anti-racist, anti-apartheid, anli-inletvenl.on work, but not visibly as Jews. 
II is lime we became visible as jews* as some arc doing. 

Yet we need at Ihc same lime strategics for comballing anil Scmilism< for Jewish 
visibility Ians the coals of indifference and passive contempt. An individual ^ • 
Jew simply attracts, like a magnet, all available anli-Jewish prejudice, or gels wri t^ 
oil as an exception. And sometimes we even need slrategms to ensure ^ Jjw 

who travelled lo Nicaragua recently tells of her **7“'“* « fob d was to 

Nicaraguan Press, attempts frustrated by her travel group s leader who e job i was to 
inform the press about the group members and who kept "forgellmg" lo mention the 
Icwish member. Just as women, as lesbians, need our own groups-for sup[»ri and as 
bases for coalitions, a Jewish group travelling lo Nicaragua might have had the desired 
impact, built Jewish pride and Jewish Nicaraguan solidarity. To reach in and out at the 

same lime. 

‘"'“buI there are fears. Mine ace that non-Jews won't care about working with us Who 
are we that they should bother? Our numbers so small, we are sc disposable, a l.abd.ly 
almost: dislike of us a poinl of untiy among everyone else. And as women, as lesbians, 
as underemployed professionals or workers al Iraditional women s jobs, mosl of us 
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don'l even have money lo conhibule. Sometimes 1 am simply afraid that radical Jews 
are on ibc wrong side of history, trapped between self'respect, love for our people and 
culture and what we, politically, ideologicaliy would support were ii not tangled with 
Jcwhaling. I know 1 am not ihe only radical jew whose stomach lies in knots reading 

the radical press or attending a rally. i , 

James Baldwin, in 1967, wrote: "A genuinely candid conlrontalion between 
Negroes and American Jews would certainly prove of inciliinable value. But llie 
aspirations ol the country arc wretchedly middle-class and the middle class can never 
afford candor."*' A genuinely candid contronlalion amongst all ol us-a genuinely 
specific and candid conlrontalion - b much needed; and Baldwin is precise, as ever, 
in indicating that we must ^e prepared to go further than liberal acceptance, lutlhcr 
than maneuvering for our own |larger| slice ol the pic. The theme te-emerges: we must 
want equality, and we must grasp that equality does not coexist with class slruelure. 

As a feminist and a jew, 1 am asking women of color not to abandon us as we 
asset! our Jewishness, nol to hear this assertion as a lowered vigilance against racism. 

And 1 am asking Jews not to vvilhdraw into self-righteousness, not to insist that gen¬ 
tiles understand everything imnicdialcly. yesterday. We are not without digrtily if we 
explain our issues. 1 am also asking Jews not lo be so afraid of being Happed with other 
Jews-including. perhaps, some whose politics or attitudes offend us-thal we forget 
that people can change, including our own people; including ourselves. 

If we could start working together before we Irusl. understand, or like each otlier, 
we might learn lo. Black activist and performer Bernice Reagon says we arc stumbling 
because we have lo lake the next step." We have gotten entirely loo iheorclica aboul 
these issues, expecling that with words, with ideas, wc an work it all out in advance. 
Perhaps we need lo engage, even in uncertainly, and woik out issues as they arise. 
Maulana Karenga, a theorist lot the Black movement, has pointed out that a coalition 
on a specific issue does not create reliable allies: he is critical ol what he calls le 
reliance o( middle-class Black movemcnl leaders on alliances with Jews, 

But the positive side to Katenga's depressing analysis is that you don't need lo be 
reliable alliei to form a coalition. Having formed one. .1 may be possible to overcome 
mistrust and establish a larger common ground, it is impossible to do I ns wilh 
some concrete basis of unity, and focusing on the task al hand can help reveal 

, The problem is not a lack of common issues, not a lack of desperate need The 
proWero for us, as Jews, is that we are often afraid, afraid lo gather with other jews, 

■ Sraid to be visibly Jewish, afraid-loo olten with reason-to know the ev ent o an 
Semitism in our comrades, neighbors, co-workers, friends, We arc afraid of being or of 
seeming racist; afraid of our own ignorance of Jewish culture and Iradilion. 

And because, as radicals, we have been taught lo see dignity m resistance, m the 
struggle against oppression, we must remember not to idealize oppression, but o 

musl-resisi from their own authentic place in Ihe wot 


Newton’s Law 

Historic Black Panther letter tries for coalition 
with black lesbians and gay men 

By Alycee J. Lane 


“W 

Tie waiittherightofself-deUraiiriaaon for aJI third 
world and gay people, aa well us control of ihe destimea of 
our own comm uni ties/ 

This damand was the first of 12 published anonymouely 
in the Nov. 13*20, 1970 issue of the undergrourxd newspaper 
Th^ BerkeUy TYibe. Under the title “Third World Gay Revo¬ 
lution: WTiat We Want,' the demands, which in substance 
compri sed a Third Worl d Gay m anifestoh were aim ost an ex* 
act d uplicate of those in the Black Panther Pertys Tbn-Point 
Platform and Program. Some of them, in fact, deviated from 
the Parrya demands only when such words as 'black com¬ 
munity' were Bubstituted with 'third world and gay peopla,' 


r 15 si r 


The authors of Third Wcffld Gay Revolution’ were not the 
only group to model their manifesto after the Panther Plat¬ 
form. So also did the Young Lords, a revolutionary Puerto 
RicM liberation party, aa well aa several Black Student 
Unions across the country. Yet, the authors were not simply 
using the Panther Flarforni for a mere mode!. The authors 
were, more importantly, signifying on their axc/uemn firom 
the dialogue that was occurring between the Black Panther 
Party (EPP) and the whites involved in the lesbian and gay 
liberation movement. This dialogue was opened by Huey 
Newton himself—cg-founder and Minister of Defense of the 
BPP—who, on Aug. 15, 1970 published in the Party’s news¬ 
paper 77 i4 Black Panther an open letter 'to the revolutionary 
brothers and aasters about the women's liberation and gay 
liberation movements.' In thia letter, Newton called for Pan¬ 
ther support of and coalition with these struggles- 

Both Newton's letter and the responseB.it received from 
Tuany white lesbiaii and gay Uberationists were marked by 
a complete lack of awareneaa regarding the fact that T^rd 
World lesbians and gay men not only existed^ but also that 
they wmprised an essentifll link betweto the Third World 
and ihe lesbian and gay liberation inovemtnts. Because this 
connection was not recognized, the attempts at coalition were 
shaky at best. The authors of the manifesto, then, ultimatefy 
provided the missing link by outlining their specific struggle 
and its connection to—aa well as differences with —both 
liberation movements. 


T 

Newton Letter. The historical sigruficance of 
Huey Newton's letter should not be underestimated. It was 
the fint time any non-gay black organization—whether 
mainstream, like the NAACP, or radical, like Ron Karenga’s 
US—recogniied the oppresiion of bomophobiaj connected 
that oppression to the plight of black people; and attempted 
^—based on the* connection—to build coalitions openly with 


lesbians and gay men. The comniunity context out of which 
Newton wrote the letter further undersoorea its aignificance: 
not only were several black nationaliBts loudly proclaiming 
that homoBeniality was a white man's disease and that iu 
manifeataticm within black oommunitiei was a reiuJt of 
white colonial rule, but Newton’s own Minister of Informa¬ 
tion and Chairman—Eldridge Cleaver and Bobby Seale, 
respectively—had them selves often freely expressed their 
homophobia- In Soul On loe, Cleever connectedhotuDSerLimli- 
ty with capitalism and spiritual decadence;in Seize the Tlmc^ 
Seale simply concurred with Cleaver's aBsumptions, Appar* 
ently signifying on both officers, Newton wrote, 'some people 
say that [homosexuality is a result of] the decadence of capi¬ 
talism* 1 don't know whether this is the case; I rather doubt 
it. But whatever the case la, we know that homosexuality is 
a fact that exists, and we must understand it in iU purest 
form: That is, a person should have freedom to use hii body 
in whatever way he wants tq.* Considering the context, New¬ 
ton took a serious risk; he could have experienced substan¬ 
tial fall-out from black commumties and from his own ranks 
as well** 

The letter is not without its problems, however* Not only 
Is It riddled .with Newton’s own homophobia (which he ac¬ 
knowledges throughout), but it's tone is sexist. While sup* 
posedly addressing both "brothers' and 'maters ' Newton 
easily fell into a dialogue with brothers only. For instance, 
Newton wrote, "we should be willing to discuss the insecuri¬ 
ties that many people have about homosexuality. When I say 
^insecurities/ I mean the fear that they're some kind of 
threat to our manhood* (my emphasis). Also, hie primary fo¬ 
cus was on moie homoeexu^s; he referred only briefly to les¬ 
bians, and didn't even broach the fears 'asters' may have 
had regarding homosexaality* 

The distance with which Newton discussed gay Hberatiua 
suggests that he was unable to recognize or grapple with the 
existence of black lesbians and gay men. As a result, the let¬ 
ter reveals his 'them* versus “us' position:' 

We must always handle acdal fcrcei is the most ap* 
propriita miiincr. And this ii really i ilgnificanl part of the 
po pu 1 ation both woroe a, and th c gre win g r of Koolomx- 

ualt that Atfof Co ual^ (my emphuiah 

Newton's 'we' is empty of lesbians and gay men. Gur 
inclusion would have, I think, required a totally different 
kind ofletterfrom Newton, one grounded very much in home 
territory; meaning, he would have needed to addre sa the fact 
that homosexuals were a'&gnificant part” of the black popu¬ 
lation* The “them-us' dichotomy is emphaxiied further by 
the picture accompanying the letter, which showa white les¬ 
bians and gay men wnlking a picket line* 

Finally, Newton assumed that lesbians and gay men were 
not within the ranks of the Panthers themselvea. One has to 
wonder what his concaptualizstion ofcoalitiDn would have 
been had he made this aasuniption. I think it is eafe to daim 
that Newton was specifically addressing white lesbians and 




Marc}! 1991 BLK II 











gmy men who were, undoubtedJy, much more visibk in the 
iiberanon movement. 

N 

^ ^EWTOi^B LFTTEa; The RECEPTION, The publication 
of Newton’s letter was met with silence in black newspapers 
and magadnes. Though the Panthers were at their peak in 
popularity (an April 13, 1970 public opinion poll of black 
communitiee revealed that 62 percent of those polled 
eipreaaed great admiration for the Party and d .hr pro¬ 
grams) an d were the subject of much debate regarding Lheir 
activi ties, ideology, and coalitions, the letter nevertheleas did 
not receive any attention. 

'ITie lesbian and gay underground presa responded much 
differently. Many chose to simply reprint ihe letter, without 
any accompanying ©ditoriaL Others, however, used the op* 
ponunity to either distance the lesbian and gay liberatjon 
moveinent from the black liberation movement or used the 

opportunity to affirm—while simultaneously qualifying_ 

connections between the struggles. In the Advocate, for ex* 
ample, under the title ^Sorry, Huey* {Oct* 14-27, 1970), the 
editors wrote that 'w© suspect that your newfound friendli¬ 
ness is not so much for our own good as it la to strengthen 
youT own group through alliances—^io matter that these al¬ 
liances may be very distasteful to your followers (ask Eld- 
ridge Oeaver) * Compelled to clearly delineate the position 
of uthiit gay men (which, to me, is implicit in the very lan¬ 
guage of the statement), the edi tors further asserted that the 
*overwhelmng m^'ority of gays, we believe, do not want to 
destroy this nation and replace it with—well^ what are you 
going to replace it with?*" 

The Great Speckled Bird (Oct. 4,1970), on the other hand, 
reprinted the letter with a response from Jerry Dreva of the 
Milwaukee Gay Liberation Front in support of the Panther*a 
^rat step** The Dreva letter was also an attempt to clear up 
Newton’s 'Tack of deep understanding of the Gay Liberation 
Movement,'for Dreva outlined specifically the public (as well 
as Newtonk) mieperceptioni of horaosexualify and ^ so the - 
particular oppression homosexuala face. 

T 

JLSE Coalition. Women's and gay liberation groups 
were hopeful that the new alliance would work, and the Rev- 
olutionaiy People's Constitutional Convention (Nov* 1970>— 
called by the Panthers—was to become its testing ground. 

^e Convention itself was planned as a gathering of revo¬ 
lutionaries from around the country to create an altemative 
to the U.S. Constitution^ an altemative which would, accord¬ 
ing to Newton, 'guarantee that within the socialist firame- 
work all ^ups will be adequately represented in the ded* 
non-making and administration which affects their li ves * At 
the plenary searion held on Sept. 5, 1970, gay and feminist 
groups participated in large numbers. Yet, the enthusiasm 
that they brought to the eession was quickly marred by their 
reals ration that the Panthers, in fact, had not changed their 
attitudes toward women in general and teabiana and gay 
men in particular. The experiences of the New York Radical 
Lesbians is a case In point. Comprised of white women, the 
group in an open letter published in The Berkeley THht (OcL 
30-Nov. 6, 1970) detailed the roadblocks Panther men and 
women erected to prevent them from not only meeting in 
worluhop eeadons but from including their specific needs 
within the People's Constitution. They wrote, 'speaking from 
our guts, from the depth of our oppresraon, wo say that the _ 
Black Panthers are sexist; that the Black Panther Party, 
supposadly our brothers in revolution, oppresses us in a 
doubly pajnful thing. But we will take no one's shit-' The 


N-Y. Radical I^abians* open letter inspired other womer. 
also share their n^atiye experiences and, as a result, on. 
hopeful organ]zations immediately withdrew their supp^ 
of the Panthers- Angela Douglas of the lyansvegtite-TVa: 
sexual Action Organisation 3nThIlahas&ee,F]a-, for ejcamp 
wrote to the Aiit>ooote that 'as a result of the refusal oft 
Black Panther Party to accept the demands of gay women. 
withdraw all support previously given to the Black Panth 
Party and declare myself to be an enemy of the Bk 
Panther Party* (Nov. 11-24,1970), The Gey liberotion Pro 
(GLF), however, maintained—but cautiously—its allifl'n 
with the Panthers. 

Just as Newton failed to address the existence of bla. 
lesbians ^d gay men or, more broadly^ lesbians and gay tth 
of the Third World, so also did white gay liberationists. A: 
result, each rid© maintained a homogeneous virion of thi 
respective movemente^tack liberation was distinctly hi 
erosexual; gay liberation was distinctly white. Neither ch; 
lenged each other's visim. In the absence of this challen^ 
the Panthers ©aaily diamissed many lesbian and gay c^ 
cems, and whites themselves—whose expectations of an r 
mediate change in Panther sexist and homophobic attituc 
was, at best, unrealistic (only the GLF recogniied Newto 
letter as a 'first step*)—could confidently assert that t 
Panthers were net at all sincere. 

'Unless Huey P. Newton does more than make self-ser 
ing Btatementd about the oppresrian of gay people and wo: 
en' Angela Douglas wrote the Aduncate, “Vour editor*. 
[“Sorry, Huey^ must be recogniied as completely correct ax 
valii- 

' Neither ride realiied, ultimately, that the coalition w* 
indeed dependent upon the recognition csf black lesbians ai 
gay men, whose investment in black and gay liberation cc 
nected the strugglea and posed a challenge to the hegemor. 
aMumptione ofboth movements* Yet, the burden ofrespons 
biliti^ dao fell on other ahouJdera. Black, or more general; 
Third World lesbians and gay men were strangely silent: 
the dialogue and attempts at coalition raged* Fmally, tv 
months following the Plenary Session and one week prior: 
the Constitutiona] ConventionitselC they broke their silenc 
but by this time, the PantbeTs had ^ready experienced fal 
out from various gay and womenk groups, and the fregil 
coalition was rapidly deteriorating. 

rp ■ ■ 

■ » TTjm WOHLD GAYHEVOHmOM.The publication of t> 
Third World Gay Revolution manifesto wss, in spite cf i 
late arrival, u important and powerful entry imo ti. 
Panther-gay liberation <£alpgue. And while the authc 
defied the perticular oppression, demands and beliefs 
Third World lefbians, they rimultaneously eigitified on t> 
Pantheri and white gay Kberationiste—“read* them, so 
speak, for their narrow focus and agenda. 

In the accompanying preface, for instance, the authc 
ad^eesed the manifesto to “the ristem and brothers of ii 
Third World, y<m who call yourselves Vevolutionsriei 
clearly mimicking the address of Newton’s letter, itself wt. 
ten to “revolutionary brothers and sisters.* Through this g* 
hire, they were questioning that revolutionaiy status, aj 
quickly pointed out that 'male eupremecy* and homophob 
continued to be embraced by Third World liberation group 
The authors conduded the preface with acharge that defini 
the relationship between these groups and Third World ga 
and lesbians, on© which ultimately positioned the liberatiL 
groups as ayuntemuolutioTieiry: 

By tbs sdiatuiyou hsvc tikcp sfri&st ycur giy brethen snd 

liaUra of the Tnird World, yDu..hAve now placed yourself in 

the rol« ofopproMor. 
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As wa* mentioned previously, the authora aleo modeled 
their manifesto aAar the BPP Platform and Program, and 

did eo in a way that broadened the Platf arm’s scope. Not only 

were the issues of gays and lesbians added, but other People 
of Color were incorporated aa well through the use of 5ie 
tern Third World.' And, specific demands calling for wom¬ 
en’s Liberation and an end to sexism were cnida] aspects of 
this new manifesto. Such additions signaled to the Panthers 
that if they were going to embrace women’s and gay libera¬ 
tion, then they needed to reflect this not only in their i-heto- 
lie but in their organizational structure aa well. 

Yet. there was a flip-aide to reframing the Panther Plat¬ 
form. The maneuver signaled—or should have signaled—to 
white lesbians and gays that those of the Third World were 
completely invested in the struggles of their communities, 
and invested in the very issues that the Panihtrt were rais¬ 
ing. This is evident by the fact that, fundamentally, non* of 
the Panther demands were eliminated. If anything, they 
were modified to reflect a Third W'orid gay and lesbian per¬ 
spective. Thus, any easy dismissal of the Panthers was not 
only a cop-out from the hard work of coalition, but it was, 
more significantly, an indication of the racial hegemony that 
many white gays and lesbians wished to maintain. That 
wish, as I pointed out, was clearly spoken in the Aduocoie 
editorial 'Sony, Huey.' The editors just could not imagine 
the sodety the Panthers called for—one where blacks could 
be free from police brutality, be fully employed, adequately 

housed, etc. Such imaginings required a different perception 

of power between whites and People of Color, and, frankly, 
many white gay liberationists were not interested at all in 
chajiging the status quo. 

The most important aspect of the Third World Gay mani¬ 
festo, however, was not the fact that it agnified, but instead 
that it was the articulation of a distinct inovemenL In other 
words, it was a call to Third World lesbians and gays to begin 
their own organizing around the issues of racism, sessm, 
dossism, and homophobia. 

Unlike the BPP Platform, the Gay manifesto located the 
self and the home as places of radical transformation: 

We weal the right ofselj^eterminatiDnover the use of Dur 

bodiei.... 

Wt wmui full protDciiojs of Uw and ipda) ianction for all 

model of buum leiual lelf-expTfetiion..., 

We waal the aboliUoa of the nuclear bour^eoU family.,,. 

Though the Panthers expressed at the plenary session of 
the Constitutional Convention that these represented "bour¬ 
geois concerns’ (white gays and lesbians brougn: up amilar 
demands), the authors of the manifesto on the contrary felt 
thatthe home was the place where societal ills were perpetu- 
dly reinforced. Regarding the 'nucleaT bourgeoi s family," for 
instance, the authors charged that "it perpetuates the false 
categories of homosexual: ty by creating sex roles and sex de- 
firutions. The nuclear family propogates-capitalism. The 
woman is an instrument of production." The self and the 
family, in other words, were very ^werfu] instruments of op- 
presHon, and if they were not trenformed, then society itself 
could not bo revolutionized. 

The authors also cortironted the church. Though not going 
so far aa to call for an abolition of spiritualfroligious belief, 
they did, however, call for "an end to all organized religions," 
Without in-depth elaboration, the writers aimply claimed 
that organized religions 'aid in the genocide of third world 
and gay people by teaching hatred and superstition." 

Implicit in these demands is the belief that heteresexuaJs 
are themselves oppressed by the very sysUm they wish to 
maintain; that a call for a Third World Gay Revolution' it 
mere than freeing lesbian and gay men from hetenwexiEt op- 
pressjon. The call is fora reeonceptualization of human rela- 
tions— one not predicated on capitalism, which ‘promotes the 
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domination of one person by another," but on 'a new society 
—a socialist soaety* where 'we are able to determine our 
own destinies.” As long as both heteroserua] s and homoMTu. 
als remain invested in capitalism, the authors were saying, ■ 
then oppression would continue. 

By publishing the Third World Gey Revolution manifesto 
two weeks prior to the Constitutional Convention, the auth- 
ora were no doubt providing their vision of the 'socialist 
framework" that Newton was determined to create. And * 
their vision necessarily demanded that the Panthers and ! 
white lesbians and gay men attend to their own limitation.. ' 
and narrow focus, and begin the work of true eoaL'tion ; 
building. j 

“W 

T f HEEB ABE THE GaX BLACK pAXTHESSr The 
manifesto, unfcrtunately, waa not enough to strengthen the t 
Panther^^y liheration alliance. Though the BPP and gay I 
organiiationa would continue to work together on a number - 
of iasues—including Bobby Sealo's 1973 Oakland mayoral E 
campaign^their coalition would always^ be fraught with 
tenfiion and distrust* . ' 

Perhaps, finally, what was needed was an answer to the 
one crudal question posed by the editors of the gay newspa¬ 
per, Goy a question no one thought to ask ai the 

coalitions were being forged: Where are the gay black 
pantherB? ’ ’ 

Where were they indeed? ^ 

For while the authors of the manifesto boldly insisted 
upon the connections between both movements, they certain- 
* ly could have used the added strength of the lesbian and gay 
panthers themselves in order to insure that the alliance 
would hold. Nevertheless, the manifesto's publication was a 
beginning, a breaking of silence and aa important phase in 
black lesbian and gay history. , . 


_ NOTES _ 

la In keeping with the spirit of the manifesto, I have used 
■ Third World'* throughout the essay even though I find the 
term problematic. 

2. In fact, the risk was potantially disastrous in light of 
the FBPs agenda to destroy the party. Accord to Daniel 
'ftang, a social sciences researchers, the FBI used the open j 
letter as an qpportiinity to discredit Newton's leadership* 
The FBI wrote bogus letters purporting to be ftom party 
members saying, T have seen by last weeks paper that now 
Panthers are supposed to relate to cocksuckers. Huey is 
wrong. Something must have happened to him in prison* 
Panthers got enough things to do in 10 point program and 
fighting for niggers without taking up with mother fucking } 
queers. All power to the people.* Considering the FfiFs tac- | 
tics, it is not farfetched, to assume that i t probably worked to 
imdermine more dh-ectly the Panther-gay liberation alliance. [ 
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Why Lesbians and Gay Men 
Are Targeted 


Several historical factors make gay men and lesbians targets for 
attack. The first is the relative newness of the gay/lcsbian liberation 
movement in the U.S. “Gay subcultures have been historically rare and 
fragmented," Peter Dnikcr wrote, in an article in 5/jmnir (Summer 
1987). 

Historian'John D'hinilio argues that this isolation was broken in 
the United States by World War 11, which brought gay men and lesbi¬ 
ans out of the isolation of small towns and intocontact with one another 
during and after the war —an identity-furming process heightened by 
military purges of people who admitted to homosexual feelings. After 
the war, gay and lesbian populations began to gather in larger cities such 
as San Francisco and New York. 

By the 1960s gay and lesbian movements had emerged. Fnergized 
by both the civil rights movement and feminism, gay men and lesbians 
developed the political consciousness to see homosexuality not as a 
disease or sin but as an oppression. The 1969 Stonewall Riots in New 
York City, in which "queens" fought back against police raids of gay 
social bars (one of tlic few places gay people were allowed to congregate 
publicly), brought to fruition a movement in gestation for two decades. 

Twenty years, in terms of political movements, is a relatively short 
lime. In that time, lesbians and gay men have accomplished a great deal. 
More than a half million people marched on Washington for lesbian 
and gay riglits in 1987. Much of the violence aimed at the community, 
in fact, is reaction to this heightened visibility and presence. On the 
Ollier haml, twenty years has not been long enough for many individu¬ 
als and groups to develop a unified or accepting perspective on 
questions of sexual identity. Wlicn the Far Right raises these questions, 
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it can often operate in a field of confusion because opposing reactions 
have been slow to solidify. 

In groundbreaking studies of sexuality in the 1940s and 1950s at 
Indiana University's Institute for Sex Research, Dr. Alfred Kinsey and 
Dr. Paul Gebhard found that about 10 percent of the population has 
had “significant homosexual experience," Because homosexuality 
appears randomly across the population, anybody~^r anybody's chil¬ 
dren—could possibly "be one,” so the fear of homosexuality affects a 
much wider audience than the actual presence of gay men and lesbians 
and provides a convenient lever for the politics of fear. 

Invisibility is another isolating factor. Many of tliosc who identify 
themselves as gay men or lesbians do not figure out that they arc 
homosexual until their twenties—many much later than that. Gay men 
and lesbians cannot rely on kinship tics or community institutions such 
asdiurchcs or synagogues for self-identification or support or strategies 
for survival. In fact, family and religious institutions often deal gay 
people the crudest rejections and thus inhibit identification as a “class." 

Finally, sodomy statutes in half the states, tlicir power reaffirm cd hy 
Hardwick v. Bowers {1986\ heighten the risks of gay/lcsbian organiz¬ 
ing. Hicsc laws arc to the gay and lesbian community what segregation 
taws were to Southern blacks. 

These historical factors help explain the calculated targeting of the 
gay/lcsbian community and of homosexuality as an issue by all de¬ 
ments of the Right. 

Of course, racism and homophobia do not manifest themselves in 
the same way in society, but there arc important parallels to note be¬ 
tween anti-gay violence and racist violence. 

First, both lynching and anti-gay attacks arc part of the dominant 
culture’s attempts to maintain Social control. The brutal history of 
lynching shows that the black community has suffered from a deadly 
combination of sexism and racism—"sexualized racism,” in the words 
of the Rev. C.T. Vivian, chairman of the Center for Democratic Re¬ 
newal. Brutal sexual assaults accompanied many lynchings of black men 
and women. Rape of black women by white men was institutionalized 
during and after slavery. These were terrorist measures to keep black 
people “in their place.” Today, violent assaults against gay men and 
lesbians arc caused by fear of gay/lcsbian sexuality and an attempt to 
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Itccp lionioscxuals “in ihcir place.” 

Second, people of color and gay people arc often targeted by the 
same enemies, sometimes die very same individuals. For example, in the 
case of the Shelby, North Carolina, murders, die Wliite Patriot Parry for 
several years had attempted to terrorize the family ofBobby Person, a 
black prison guard, in another part of the state, before turning its ire 
towards perceived homosexuals. Likewise, according to Associated 
Press reports, the KJan killers of Michael Donald, a young black man 
lynched in Mobile, Alabama, in 1981, test!Tied that earlier they had kid¬ 
napped and beaten a gay man. They said both Donald and the gay victim 
had been easy victims,” If there had been an organized gay presence 
in Mobile to oppose die first attack or links between the gay victim and 
the black community, perhaps the killers could have been stopped 
before they lynched and mutilated Donald. 

Third, Asian, black, Latin and Native American gay men and 
lcsbi.ini arc doubly vulnerable to attack. For example, Timothy Lee, a 
black gay man, was found hanging from a tree in Concord, California, 
in November 1985. The police classified his death as a “suicide" in spite 
of numerous suspicious circumstances, including the beating of two 
other black men in Concord the same night by white men in KJan robes. 
Gay Community News, a national biweekly, reponed In February' 1986 
that two groups.responding to the ease—the NAACP and a coalition 
that included openly gay people—disagreed over how to organize 
against what both groups perceived as Lee’s murder. The state of 
California conducted numerous hcaring»in response to Lee’s death and 
instituted a Human Relations Commission in Contra Costa County. 
Wlicn contacted in 1989, a commission ofiicial did not realize that Lee 
was gay. As tJtis ease indicates, gay and lesbian people ofeotor may find 
dicir racial and sexual identities “conflict," leading to an isolation that 

IS dangerous and can fragment organized responses to attacks against 
them. 

Fourth, tlic Bible has been used to justify violence against black 
people and against gay men and lesbians. The story' of Ham, as well as 
passages about slavery taken out of context, were used by white 
supremacists and slave holders to rationalize slavery, "The train of ra 
cism runs on rails of religion," according to many black clergy. Like¬ 
wise, passages from the books of Leviticus and Paul arc used to justify 
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hatred of and discrimination against gay men and lesbians. 

Finally, the gay and lesbian community has been victimized by 
hysteria over AIDS, "one of the most serious health problems that lias 
ever faced the American public," according to the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services {Understanding AIDS), The disease is 
caused by Human Immunodeficiency Virus, or HIV. Research has 
shown that the disease is contagious but is carried only through bodily 
fluids (transmitted primarily through sexual contact—oral, anal or 
vaginal—or through blood, such as through Uic sharing of needles by 
intravenous drug users}. Despite this medical evidence, however, there 
is a great deal of fear in the general population about more generalized 
transmission. As AIDS spread from the gay male into the heterosexual 
population, this fear increased, offering the Far Riglu in particular a 
convenient means ofwhipping up the politics offcar and an opportunity 
to inject racism into an already ugly discussion. The irrational public 
response to AIDS has bred violence; and this hysteria, as well as ilic 
repression tliat accompanies it, could spread to minority communities, 
which also suffer from the disease in disproportionate numbers. 

Harold Covington, a Nonh Carolina nco Nazi leader, expressed 
the links most explicitly in his book, Iht March Upcountry (1987); 

7 now feel that any white revolutionary party needs to upgrade the 
strujiffle againstptrvision {siejsignificantly...{IJt is now the area 
in which the enemy it arguably the most vulnerable, thanks to those 
four little letters that are God’sjreatest^ift to our cause since the 
Fuhrer Adolf Hitler himself: A-IDS!.„u hasjjalvanized White 
opinion worldwide in a manner nothin^} else has done...At ioii^ 
last, usinyt AIDS as an excuse. White people could really say what 
they felt about fa£^otsl And frosn saying and openly admitting 
what they really feel about ejueers, it is only a short step to sayinj} 
what they realty feel about those other ssiajor AIDS carriers, the 
blacks...once Whites get used to it they can tbroiv away A IDS as a 
crutch and shout from the rooftops their real views on faggots, 
niggers, drug addicts, all the garbage we've been forced to wallow 
in. And who knowsi Once Whitesget really used to speaking their 
m ind, m aybe Tehudi (Jews} hi mstlf m igJjt co m e in fora mention ' 
or fii'o. 
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Homotexualt Attack Children 


Will your/Vchild be 
their h \ next 
VICTIM 


GAS Homosexuals 

CDR FILES 

K/a» Anti-Gay PropnjjanHA Poster 
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Klan and Nazi Organizations 


As dedicated as Falwcll, Swaggart, Cameron and others arc to 
vilifying homosexuality, the character of New Right attacks differs from 
that put forward by members of the Far Right movement of hate 
groups. It Is important to understand and challenge the anti-demo- 
cratic tiirust of all sectors of the right wing. It is equally important to 
refrain from lumping Ronald Reagan, Falwcll, international cult leader 
Lyndon I,aRouchc, Far Right I^uisiana state legislator David Duke 
and Aryan Nations Congress head Richard Ruder into one undifferen¬ 
tiated group of “fascists.” 

The clearly recognized hate groups are not just extremists, but arc 
connected to powerful anti-demoeratic currents that dominate the 
political life of the United States. Because of these connections, no 
matter how small these groups may seem to casual observers, they must 
be considered a threat to this country unless there is a strong, grass¬ 
roots-based, explicitly anti-fascist and anti-racist movement counter- 
posed to hate groups. This is because opposition to democracy is central 
to fascist ideology. Fascists work for or through a totalitarian dictator¬ 
ship. Such a dictatorship is supported by a mass movement of the dis¬ 
possessed, which in this country might include uprooted Midwestern 
farmers or alienated skinhead youth. It is important—and sometimes 
difficult—to distinguish between authoritarian regimes, military dicta¬ 
torships and a tmly fascist government, whicli brings abour a dramatic 
change in the way everyone lives and works. A fascist movement 
opposes itself to traditional means ofcontrol in society, dispensing widi 
“positive” incentives and niling strictly througli the use of force and in¬ 
timidation. Under fascism, the normal relations that people build 
through neighborhood associations, trade unions, church groups, and 
so forcli arc altered drastically so that their primary bonds arc not with 
one another as a network, but directly wiili their “leader" or “leaders." 
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^I'aNciit niuvcniciH!! rcur^anizc ptililical cmidcs aiul also brintj ihc con- 
'^’trol ofthc economy under the dircctK)n of the yovcmmcnl, dcspric the 
continued existence of coq^oratc owners. I'ascisis do not challenge 
private ownership of capital, nor do they challenge tl»c traditional 
relationships found in class society—the existence of a working class 
that is subordinated to a controlling, owning class. 

One form of fascism, Nazism, views social histoiy' as biological 
history and social problems as biological problems. Its solutions, 
therefore, arc not so much repression as extermination. 

Among characteristics of fascism and Nazism, according to Russ 
Bcllanc in his 1988 report Old Nazis, the Ntw Ri^bt and thi Reagan 
Adtninistration (Political Research Associates), arc: 

• Nationalism and super-patriotism wjth a sense ofhistoric mission, 

• Use of violence or threats of violence to impose views on others. 

• Authoritarian reliance on a leader or elite not constitutionally 
responsible to an electorate. 

• Cull of personality around a charismatic leader. 

• The self-image of being a superior form of social organization 
i beyond socialism, capitalism and democracy. 

• Exhortations for the homogeneous masses {volk or folk) to join 
voluntarily in a heroic mission—often metaphysical and romanticized 
in character. 

• Dehumanization and scapegoating of the enemy—seeing the 
enemy as an inferior or subhuman force, pcrlraps involved in a conspir¬ 
acy that justifies eradicating them. • 

• Elements of national socialist ideological roots— for example, 
ostensible support for the industrial working class or farmers— but ul¬ 
timately the forging of an alliance with an elite sector of society. 

• Abandonment of any comlitcnt ideology in a drive for state 

power. 

Fascist movements do not choose their victims arbitrarily. It is im¬ 
portant for anti-fascist movements and organizations to understand 
why different elements of the right arc targeting gay men and lesbians 
and why they hope to use homophobia to mobilize a mass following. 

The fascist movcmcnt*s ultimate goal is to break the bonds of 
human solidarity that exist under “normal” conditions and to reorgan¬ 
ize people into authoritarian social structures with human loyalty only 
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extending to the "leaders.” A key ingretliciu of fascist strategy is to 
isolate and deliuinanizc its victims and pntcnti.ij victims. 

lUcism has a key role in fascism in the U.S. today. David Duke, 
Ricliard Butler and the Ku Klux Klan and neo-Nazi groups they 
represent understand society as ait arena for competing racial groups. 
Seventy-five years ago, the eugenics movement fostered hatred and 
divisivcncss among a large following by alleging that many people and 
groups in the society carry "bad genetic material.” This thinking led to 
s^idespread sterilization and otJicr measures. Like tlic eugenics move¬ 
ment, KJan and neo-Nazi groups believe that white (Aryan) races rep¬ 
resent the healthy development of civilization. Conversely, they believe 
that people of color arc the repository of uncugcnic (unhealthy) barba 
rism and savagery, The Christian Identity movement (the racist and 
anti-Semitic “theology” of many of the groups) casts the same racial 
struggle in theological terms, as a struggle bctw'ccn salvation or 
Godliness and evil. The white supremacists’ primary solution is the 
creation of a white Christian Republic, under which institutionalized 
white supremacy will guarantee white racial purity and the progress of 
civilization—unsullied by miscegenation. Many Klansrncn and neo- 
Nazis believe that a revolution is necessary to accomplish their goals, 
while a small minority still iliink that it is possible to achieve their goals 
through “reform.” 

Many people of good will believe that since it is unlikely that the 
Kiansmen and nco Nazis will achieve their ultimaic goals in the near 
future, organized white supremacists arc merely a small blemish on the 
body politic. Unfortunately, the violence and disruption such groups 
wreak have sliown us how dangerous and short-sighted such a view is. 

Within this racial world-view, other forms of bigotry have a specific 
role. Anti-jcmitism manifests itself as the fear of an all-powerful Jewish 
conspiracy to dominate the world and to end Aryan civilization through 
the forced integration (and miscegenation) of die races. Anti-commu- 
ntsm manifests itsclfas a fear of lower forms ofcivilization, c(]uatcd widi 
"lower” classes and llic belief that communism is the actual agent of 
mongrclization and barbarism. 

In sinijlar fashion vviiliin supremacist ideology^ homophobia 

manifests itself as a fear of sexual diflTcrcnccs that Aryans believe 
undermine white reproductive capabilities. 

The Iam Itium's IIumoi-modic Accnua • 23 


t I I ' ( ^ i 


5 


Sex and sexuality, accurxlini' tu this view, arc linked to ihcir 
“natural" rolci—procreation and the reproduction of the white race. 
'I'litis, homoscxiijli arc clcarcut I3rt*ctj for control. 

The program by Nazis to control hontoscxuals in Germany under 
the reign of Adolf Miller is a powerful lesson with implications for all 
people concerned with democracy, 

I n 1936, a special section of the Gestapo, the Nazi secret police, was 
funned to deal with homosexuality and abortion. Homosexuals, 
rounded up because of their sexuality, were placed in concentration 
camps, required to wear pink triangles, and marked for extermination. 
The actual number murdered by the Nazis is unknown. lEstimatcs range 
from 20,000 to one million. The Protestant Church of Austria esti¬ 
mated that 220,000 homosexuals were murdered during the Third 
Reich. 

'I'hc Nazi policy originally based itself on anti-homosexual laws 
which predated Hiller’s regime. The notorious Paragraph 175 crimi¬ 
nalized homosexuals and homosexual acts. Tlic Nazis amended die 
t paragraph to include Paragraph 175A—the criminalization of homo¬ 
sexual “intent." Himmler decided that all those convicted of Paragraph 
175 or 175A should serve their legal prison sentences, be castrated after 
their second conviction, and sent to I>evcl 3 concentration camps. 
Police files were combed for names of people to be sent to die. 

Today, many attacks on homosexuals can be attributed to neo- 
Nazis, most recently members of the neo-Nazi skinhead youth gangs. 
For Instance: 

• In 1985 James Ellison, who led the Covenant, the Sword, and ilic 
Arm of the I>ord {CSA), was convicted of an arson attack on a church 
used by homosexuals in Springfield, Missouri. At the same time Ellison 
was convicted of an arson attack on a synagogue in llloomington, 
Indiana. The CSA was a paramilitary, Missouri-based, white suprema¬ 
cist organization. 

• In 1934 and 1985, Ku Klux Klan factions in Texas sponsored 
three rallies aimed specifically at homosexuals. During that period four 
incidents of harassment of homosexuals were attributed to the KJan, 
Also, the Aryan Nations’ computer bulletin board carried the following 
message: 
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Aia public (crvict to our readen the Arya n IJberty Net tvould like 
to compile itittl pultliih a Hit of reitituruutt in the Dallas-Ivrt 
Worth area that employ hornosexualt...'i'o help in thii endeavor 
limply me the feedback option and leave the name of a tuspect 
establishment, the phone nsimber, the name of the manayjer and 
the employee...itipplemenial i«/orm«(ion (sttch at the address of 
the suspect) could jfreatly aid the verification process. 

• As Skinheads have become the nco-nazi vanguard for street 
violence, gay men have been targeted for brutal attacks. In 1988, 
Skinheads attacked an employee at a gay bar in Tucson with a spiked ball 
on a chain. In I.aguna ncach, California, they beat a gay man uncon¬ 
scious, shouting, “Kill the faggot,'* inflicting injuries that required 80 
stitches. In Washington, D.C., they fractured the skull, shoulder and 
ribs of a g.iy man in what a htcal police officer e.diet! the iiu>si “vicious, 
sick and senseless” attack he had seen in law enforcement. 

William Pierce, author of the contemporary neo-Nazi terror novel, 
'Ihe ’rurner Diaries, lias frequently expressed tlic most distilled ideol¬ 
ogy within tlic contemporary U.S. Klan and nco Nazi movement. In 
the August 1982 edition of his publication, National Vastjfuard, Pierce 
wrote: 

...the pritnary purpose of sexual activity is the upbreedirty} of the 
race. 'Ihe strongest taboo, then, must be against any sexual activity 
which tends to dejrade the race... Next in order of sinfulness is an 
act of sysnbatic degradation. 'Use act of a n\an and woman 
intended to engender a healthy, white child should be viewed as a 
sacramental act. Even when a sex act it not specifically sacramen¬ 
tal — i.e., not intended to produce children—it ou^bt not to be of 
a tiaturc which clashes with sacratnemal sex or which tends to 
ttndertnine or distort the basic view of sexual activity. Thus 
bestiality and homosexuality arc beyond the pate, just as interra¬ 
cial sex with a sterile partner (or involving contraception) is. Such 
acts cannot engender defective offspring directly, but they must 
inevitably poison the ethos of a people which permits them—and 
this will lead in tu rn to the abandonment of the prima ty ta boo and 
then to racial decline. 
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In a footnote, Pierce adds: 

homosexuality is a (tiseme, a perversion of the most pathological 
sort... 


According to this view, the connection between sex ind romantic 
ive orhuman intimacy should be replaced by aconncction between sex 
id racial reproduction. William Simpson, a Pierce associate and, at one 
me, a fellow leader of the small hard-core neo-Nazi group National 
lliaficc, wrote in his book. Which Way Western Man, 

... tnarriajti entered ttpon.., (should) produce desirable children. 
And in all snarryinj} this is the consideration that tve should strive 
to keep uppermost. Vet sonnl happiness should he subordinated to it, 
and when ntcessaty, even be sacrificed to it, 

Abortion, in' this nco-Na;£i view, is similarly a Jewish conspiracy to 
cstroy white babies. 

In addition to their concern W'ith the creation of a “healthy, white 
lild," Pierce and his comrades arc equally concerned about what they 
:c as confusion of sex roles promoted by homosexuality and its 
ipposed partner, feminism. In the January 1983 issue of National 
'a njyuard Pierce wrote an article, "Sexuality in a Sick Society," diat was 
;prmtcd by both David Duke and former White Patriot Party leader 
ilenn Miller in their respective periodicals. Pierce argued that the lack 
f combativity by M'hitc males and assertiveness of black males has 
rsultcd in the loss of Aq'an dominance. 

...the number of effeminate males has increased jyreatly—not just 
the sexual inverts, who actually have taken pseudo-female roles, 
but even more the legions of sissies and wtaklinjjs, of flabby, limp' 
wristed, non-ajj^ressive, non-physical, indecisive, slack-jawed, 
fearful malts who, while still heterosexual in theory and practice, 
ha vt not even a vestige of the old macho spirit...Western men are 
tto longer able to fill their natural role as protectors and provid¬ 
ers for their women; the consequences have been a demasculination 
of Western man and a loss of control over their women. 
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According to Pierce, w'hitc women want to be controlled and 
dominated. Increasingly, he believes, white women arc turning to black 
men in order to be fulfilled. {Pierce also believes that those women who 
arc self-assertive arc under the influence of a women's liberation 
movement tliat is Jewish-inspired and is destroying the Aryan family.) 
Tlic neo-Nazi logic is thus; the feminization of white men—aided and 
abetted by male homosexuality—leads to loss of control of white 
women, which in turn leads to white women turning to black men and 
then to the inevitable, "mongrelization..,leading to ominous racial 
consequences for the West.” 

Pierce’s conclusion is 

...the inextricable interdependence of the sexual and racial issues: 
Unless a healthy rrfnr/o betsveen the sexes is re-established in 
the West, the white race certainly will not survive. 

Many of Pierce’s comrades believe that the essential duty is to re¬ 
establish aggressive, macho white men—because this is what white 
women really want. Then, they believe, they will re-establish control of 
“their” women and end the danger of voluntary miscegenation. Homo¬ 
sexual men, then, arc considered both a physical and ethical obstacle to 
this goal. As long as homosexual men exist, it will be impossible to re¬ 
establish die unquestioned machismo and combativeness ofwhitc men. 
Homosexual men must be “wiped out.” Lesbians dircatcn “the making 
of a home and the rearing ofa [white] family as much as black men do, 
according to Covington in 77je March Upcountry , 

...no matter what success 1 may meet, I still can^thave a baby and 
bring another White life into the world. That is a miracle only our 
sisters can perform. Ihe same sisters whose minds and hearts arc 
being corrupted by feminist lies and whose bodies arc being stolen 
from us by dykes and mud-men because we White men are too 
goddamned spineless and too bloody lazy to lift a finger to stop it. 

Wliiic lesbian women who o/l'cr tliis challenge need to be "lauglit 
a lesson." This lesson often includes rape, in addition to other assaults. 
Of course, most popular literature on homosexuality prodiiccil by t 
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idcolotjical white suprcinicijits docj not contain tlie relatively devel¬ 
oped analysis of William Pierce. Instead of panegyrics to Aryan civiliza¬ 
tion, most racists appeal to tlic everyday hopes and fears of their 
intended consutucries. The Kian and Nazis hope in this fashion to 
transfoni) their racist fantasies into polilicat realities. The most viable 
vehicle to date ts the hysteria and fear surrounding AIDS. 

Under the front-page banner headline "Disexuals Infect Wliitc 
Women With AIDS,” the Vmnderbclt^i issue #320 ran the following 
subheading: “Most bisexuals arc Negroes who often seek affairs with 
white females. Interracial couples open door to infecting white popu¬ 
lation. AIDS—Kapidly increasing in females,” The Tfmndcrboh is 
published monthly by Georgia-based white supremacist Ed Fields. 
Fields devoted an entire issue of his tabloid to a theme that now rivals 
“Negro crime” as a battle cry of the white supremacist movement. The 
Far Right considers AIDS an African disease, spread by homosexuals; 
[liat black Americans have a “genetic coding which lowers their natural 
resistance to the disease”; and that black sexuality {and by inference, 
lack of moraliry) spreads the disease. 

Others among Field's Klan and Nazi comrades were even quicker 
to develop the same themes. The Far Right periodical GA'N-PAC 
BRIEF, whicli usually confines itself to attacking Jews and rewriting the 
history ofWorid War II, headlined its January 1986 edition with “THE 
AIDS TIME UOMD and the German-American Answer." GANPAC 
editor Hans Schmidt wrote, 

• 

Where does AIDS come from ? llure are a number of indications 
that Africa (black Africa) is the source of this murderous 
affliction.. .A IDSseemsdisproportionate amon^ racial groups we 
do not acknowledge as Germanic... 

Schmidt’s conclusion sounds suspiciously similar to the Aryan 
Nation's call for an Aryan Republic in the Northwest. 

Ihe German-A merUan answer to the AIDS dilemma may be the 
nearly total withdrawal from society...ifany would want to *go it 
alone* and make a success of it, then it could be the German- 
Americans. 


2H ■ Qiiahamtinks J 


I 


i 


Tom Metzger, leader of tlic Wliitc Aryan Resistance, looks forward 
to a coming AIDS epidemic as the first step in cstablisliing his own 
Reich. 

77;f coming horror of mass death is unavoidable. It will occur. 
What jj to follow will depend upon the ability of the Aryan to 
regain control of his racial destiny and the government of the 
United States. 

In an only slightly more sophisticated fashion, Instauration, a high¬ 
brow racist monthly, claimed that AIDS originates as the result ofeross- 
spccics contact between Africans and monkeys. Instauration seems to 
come to roughly die same conclusion as Tom Metzger. 

Use only silver lining is that these sexual pandemics may help to 
give our own relatively virtuous tribe of white heterosexuals a rela¬ 
tively better chance to make it through the nightmarish times to 
come. 

*1 he AIDS epidemic has been used by many others as an entry point 
for promoting an overall rightist program among unknowing citizens. 
Wliilc Lyndon LaRouche's tactics have been die most pronounced, the 
New Right, including Paul Cameron, have also seen an opportunity 
here. 

Unlike the various Klan and explicitly neo-Nazi organizations, tlic 
use of homophobia by the LaRouchc network is not overtly related to 
a racist ideology. Instead, Lyndon IjRoucIic has a pyscho sexual 
theory of “culture,” with which the network explains world events. 
LaRouchc, now jailed on charges of wire and tax fraud, is the leader of 
an international network of organizations which espouse fascist eco¬ 
nomic and political views. Among the groups arc the Schiller Institute 
and the National Democratic Policy Committee. The organizations arc 
generally characicrizcd by bizarre philosophizing and cult-like control 
over individual members. 

The I.aRouclic network, in a fashion similar to that of cults, is 
notorious for the manipulation ofits members' sexuality in "brainwash¬ 
ing" sessions in order to control their cveri-day conduct. Wlicn La- 
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Ruuchc set out to “ego-strip” liis 
followers in the summer of 1973, 
aceonling to Dennis King in Lyndon 
LaRonebt and the New American 
L'aicijni (1989), he played on their 
psychosexii,il fears. He told them: 

/ amjjoinjj to make you orjjaniz- 
trs-^by fttkinj} your bedrooms 
away from you... I wHl take away 
from you all hoye that you can flee 
the terrors of politics to the safety of 
*perso*sal life'. / shaft do this by 
showing la you that yourfrighten ed 
personal sexual life cost tains for 
you such terrors as the outside world 
could never offer you. 

1 he fear of being liomoscxual was tine of those terrors. Having 
le.irncd how to use tint fear on individuals within his orbit, I.aRouchc 
decided to turn these tactics of tcrri>r on the general population 
through exploiting AIDS. 'Die LaKouchc network’s adrttit use of the 
AIDS scare to scapegoat tlic victims of the disease and gain political 
leverage for the various baRouchc organizations is unsurpassed. 

Karly in 1985 the various organizations and publicatlnns that arc 
part of the web around the I jRouchc network all began to drum on 
popular fears about AIDS. I^alVouche publications included New 
Solidarity inA Executive Jntellujcnce Review. The network has always 
managed to blend obscurantist racism and anti-Semitism with eco¬ 
nomic development models based on traditional European fascism. In 
order to generate a wide appeal for its views, the LaRouchc network 
would dress its core beliefs up in anti-drug propaganda and promotion 
of traditional values, At one and the same time I jRnuchites would 
claim that the Queen of England pushed drugs, that rock-and-roll 
should be replaced by classical music, and that people with AIDS should 
be forcibly quarantined. 

If IjRouchc operatives had circulated petitions to ban rock-and- 



e BAFtBARA J. MAGGIANI 


"How many of you are Jewel'' 
this skinhead asked reporters. 
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roll, it is doubtful they would have gathered many sigtiaturcs. In Cali 
fornia, however, they gathered approximately 700,000 names to place 
Proposition 61 on the Fall 1986 ballot. Proposition 61 called for uni¬ 
versal screening of the population for AIDS and the mandatory 
quarantining of AIDS victims. Homosexuals ovcrw'hclmlngiy regard 
such measures as an opportunity to ghettoize the community, to place 
new barriers to their full participation in society, to blame the victims 
of AIDS, and to sabotage genuine public health initiatives. 'I'hc 
California gay and lesbian community led campaigns that tss’icc de¬ 
feated the initiative. 

I..aRouchc literature is full of bigoted references to homosexuals. 
And the LaRouchc slogan “Spread Panic, Not AIDS” is clearly part of 
an attempt to whip up, or cash in on, anti-homosexual hysteria. 
Nevertheless, tlic anti-homosexual campaign is just the entry level to 
the full set of LaRouchc ideas, A booklet publislicd by LaRouchc- 
initiated National Democratic Policy Committee claims the real story 
on AIDS is that the disease spreads out of control in conditions of 
economic collapse and squalor as in Africa and in many decayed U.S. 
towns and cities. 

...i'EJhe fi^ht against AIDS... is an inir^ral part of a strong 
defense program for the country. To defend our nation we need a 
full-scale crash projjram to/ijjht AIDS and a crash effort to de¬ 
velop the StraUjsic Defense Initiative. 

The I jRouchc cult begins by playing on homophobia and popular 
fears of AIDS and ends up fighting the disease with Star Wars. 
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Two TV studio discussions about fascism^ 
B&C's After MtilwalS end Channel 4's 
Bloody Foreigaers, have raised Ivn- 
domental questions about the 'No 
Platform' polity and when we should, 
and when we should not, partidpote in 
studio programmes about (asdsm. 
Following (rlticism from many of those 
who parlidpoted In Bloody Foreigners 
and were Inter furious to see the kind of 
platform it gave to the European for 
Right, Channel 4's tommissioning editor 
for religion and talks, Nicholos Fraser, 
writing in the medio poge of the Gi/ordian 
(29.11.93), defended its screening, 
arguing thot 'television must uphold 
freedom of speech - even lor racists'. 
It's lime nnti-foscists took a long, hard 
look at 'No Platform' and what it meons 
both for us ond lor. journailsis. Some of 
Froser's arguments provide us with the 
opportunity to clarify pur position. ' 


Do Nof SwQ lln,^ 


No platform if or propaganda 



Fraser argues: 
^Anti-racists^antabrvadc^istmgban 
imposed on all parties or indivtduah 
^ho they consider to he racisL ^ 

CARF says: Not true, CARF is 
opposed to all state and media bans 
which only serve the interests of 
censorship. To equate 'No platform’ 
with bans is to interpret 'No 
platform’ mechanically^ rather than 
politically. 'No platform’ does not 
mean a ban on reporting or 
in vestigaung fascists ana fascism. We 
are not sajring don’t give them a 
platform in the literal sense of 
banishing them from the screens, But 
whai we are saying is that joumalists 
should be aware of the power the 
medium of television gives tficfascists 
to propagandise and present their 
violent, antUdemocratlc creed in 
acceptable terms. 

One of the most powerful 
weapons we have at our disposal in 
unmasking the nazis, and educating 
the wider public about fascism s 
undemocratic nature, is television. 
But television aids the fascists when 
it gives the nazis an open platform to 


putforward thepalatablejrespectable ' 
image that they want to present. 
Denying them this opportunity is 
w^hat we mean by 'No platform’. 

The first duty of any decent ; 
journalist is not merely to uphold 
freedom of speech, but to protect it 
from being debased and degraded. 

It’s easy to uphold freedom of 
speech-y ou just give licence to every¬ 
one to say what they like. But to 
protect it from being abused is to take 
. on amorc questioning and self-critical ' 
role in terms of how such abuse could ' 
lead to an abuse of the first freedom, 
the freedom io life itself, 

- In the absence of an awareness of 
these issues amongst journalists, the 
only tool we, anti-fascists, have at 
ourdisposal is to refuse topanlcipate 
in programmes that we consider 
irresponsible and dangerous. That is; 
our responsibility. Rather than see 
this as a threat, broadcasters should 
be thankful that there are groups in ■ 
society acting as a watchdog on them,; 

^In the defence of freedom of speech^ \ 
consistency is the most important ^ 
quality. How else can broadcasters ^ 
coherently oppose the broadcasting \ 
han on Sinn 

This is disingenuous. When have 
broadcasters defied the state ban 
(which, if nothing else, has wnished 
iheimageofBrirish television around ■ 
the world), on the grounds of free¬ 
dom of speech for Sinn Fein? Where 
broadcasters have lobbied against the 
ban, the argument they have used is 
chat the British state, by imposing 
the ban, is preventing joumalists from 
doing their job properly. They argue 
that they should be allowed to 
interview members of Sinn Fein in 
order to put them on the spot about 
IRA violence. 

All we ask is that they do the same 
with the fascists, put them on the 
spot That is consistency. 

Mnn*rrtriffs wonh sit with the BNP 
or debate with them.^ 

True, Fascism is not a set of ideas 
that can be politely discussed - It is a 
violent, undemocraticcreed. As anti- 
fasdsts, we want to defeat fascism. 
By debating with the fascists, rather 
than relegating them to the margins 
of society where they belong, we are 
helping to bring fascist views into 


the mainstream of political debate. 

Our business is to deny them the 
oxygen of publicity in as much as 
they deny black citizens the right to 
breathe whatever free air there is in 
this country. 

^ You cannot defend free societies by 
means of censorship.^ 

But anti-fascists don’t want 
censorship. Fascism has always been 
about censorship and the denial of 
freedom of speech for all those 
considered outside the fascists' 
biological/ cultural constituency. So 
how could wCj as antifascists-who 
understand the importance of 
democracy - go along with that? 

However, two points need to be 
borne in mind. First, freedom of 
speech also brings with it cenain 
. responsibilities, in particular the 
responsibility not to violate other 
; people’s freedoms. One is only as 
; free as the next man or woman is 
■ allowed lo be. My freedom ceases 
' where yours begins. 

Secondly, arjTfollowing from thls» 
broadcasters must realise that fascists 
manipulate liberal arguments of 
freedom of speech in order to 
propagandise and to attack the 
democratic rights of others. Weak, 
ineffectual interviewing of the fascists 
by journalists who are not equipped 
wi^ the facts, who fail to ask probing 
questions, only gives the fascists a 
platform to propagandise - and all in _ 
the name offree speech. If you can’t 
take cl^e trouble to interview them 
‘ properly, don’t interview them at all. ■ 

^Allowing such people to be inter¬ 
viewed, gives themaplatform, confers 
respectability or legiumacyt argue 
"anti^racists. It needn't and that 
depends on how the programme is 
made. * , 

True, to some extent. But what is ’ 
false is to defend Bloody fbrrig;jfrj 
(of which Nicholas Fraser was the 
commissioning editor) on this basis. 
Programmes like this show that 
broadcasters have not looked at the 
question of how some formats 'confer 
respectability', whilst others don’t. 

An investigative documentary, for 
instance, can undermine the respect¬ 
ability of fascists by producing hard 
facts about their criminal actions, 85. 
involvement in violence, anti- 














democratic nature, etc. Even a TV 
studio discussion, if preceded by a 
short film that puts the facts and then 
is followed by a grilling of the fascists 
on the basis of those facts, does not 
just give the fascists a platform so 
much as take n away by giving it. 

Unfortunately, though, the 
present vogue within television is to 
debate fascism, rather than investi¬ 
gate the fasdsts. The favoured fo rmat 
IS a studio discussion with fascists 
(or in the case of After 
BNP voters), on the one hand, and 
a^n^fascists, on the other. Within 
this approach, the presenter becomes 
neutral; he or she merely adjudicates 
; bc^cen two opposing views which, 
u nder the spu nous rubric of balance, 
equally valid. To have a truly 
balanced discussion, however, about 
something ^ unbalanced as fascism, 
you need in the first instance to 
examine that 'un^balance*. 

The failure to do so became 
glaringly obvious in the case oiAfter 
Mill'^all where, in a debate between 
local people about housing^^no 
concrete information about the 
siruation on the ground was given* 
This meant that the racist myth 
presented by the BNP sympathisers, 
that Bengalis are getting all the 
housing, was allowed to pass into 
^ one sort of fact, while the anti -racists 
who challenged them were allowed 
to present another 'version* of the 
facw* In the world that the media 
makes, ail facts are equal. 

^ and irresponsible 

On a subject like racism, 

^ Vm- P^^S^^^e^makers' respon¬ 
sibility to unearth the facts and 
present the audience with the truth. 
But even when hard sutistics have 
been readily available, as was the case 
m ihtMillwall programme, the jour* 
n^sts have neither availed ihem- 
sdves of the facts nor, allegedly, used 
them when they were madeavailable. 

^Broadcasters must be free to cover 
T<Kssm in the way they think fit, even 
if mistakes are made. ’ 

Rubbish. This is Channel 4/BBC 
elmsm at its worst. Why should 
broadcasters be any different from 
a^y other section of society? Even 
the police accept that they must 
loUow certain guidelines to ensure 
good race relations. Why should 
broadcasters be free to make mistakes 
and not accept the ensuing criticism? 
This is the worst type of non- 
accountability and arrogance. ■ 
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INTRODUCTION 


This information package was compiled by Anti-Racist Action's 
info-crew in an effort to create a forum for further debate and 
education on the issues of fighting white supremacy and the extreme 
right within the framework of class struggle against racism and 
sexism. The package contains a wide variety of texts, articles, 
essays end clippings chosen by info-crew members to be crucial in 
formulating a solid understanding on these issues and their 
interconnections. 

As a collection, these articles complement each other in such 
a way that the reader is able to draw their own links and formulate 
a broad analysis on the material. This structure is broken down 
into three main sections within the package: 

The first chapter takes a look at the relationship racism has 
with sexism, homophobia, anti-semitism, and class. This contributes 
to the necessary framework of understanding to combat racism in its 
broader manifestations as well as within the anti-racist 
organization and the individual. 

The second chapter deals specifically with the extreme right 
in all of its forms. This section is broken down regionally into 
Canada, the United States, and Europe to shed some light on the 
international connections of these fascist movements- 

The third and final chapter consists of various historic and 
present-day anti-racist experiences by which we can draw from to 
further the struggle against racism and fascism. 

One might be taken aback by the amount of material contained 
within these three sections but we found them all important to 
include. We would suggest reading one entry from each section to 
break things up to some degree. It is also important to mention 
that this collection contains by no means a fully-rounded analysis. 
Instead, it should serve as a springboard or a contribution towards 
an on-going process of internal education and outreach. This 
information can be useful to anti-racists, anti-fascist activists 
or students and should be a widely distributed to other anti-racist 
organisations and community activists. Whether you arm yourself 
with this information or use this hefty package to swat a fascist 
over the head with, we hope that it comes in handy. Happy reading! 
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The Far-Right 


Notes: Links shown here are not always hierarchic. Organizations linked with dotted lines indicate 
that the Far-Right mainly try to Influence them and focuss on them. 


Legend 

ASSN: 

Anti BolihevIK Bloc of Nations 

CDL: 

Christian Defense League 

AIM: 

Association for Immigration in Canada 

C-FAR: 

Cflijens for Foreign Aid Reform 

AN: 

Aryan Nsllons 

CKKKK: 

Canadian Knlghla of the Ku Klux Klan 

ANYAC: 

Aryan Nations Youth Corps 

CLR: 

Canadian League of Rights 

ARM: 

Aryan Reslalanco Movement 

CMP; 

Canadian National Party 

AWL: 

Aryan Women League 

COTC: 

Church Of The Creator 

AWU: 

Aryan White Union 

CPC: 

Commonwealth Party of Canada 

BEIAF: 

British European Immigration Aid Foun¬ 

EEM: 

Eastern European Movements 


dation 

FS; 
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Brotherhood of Regular People 

HF; 
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CA; 

Canadian Alliance 

lEKKKK: 

IfivIsIWe Empire Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 

CAFE: 

Canadian Associaiiori for the Freedom of 

1G; 

Iron Guard 


Expression 

JNQ: 

Jeunes Nations (Quebec) 
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Network In Canada 


KKKL7^: 


MJAt 

MSN: 

MWU: 

KAWP; 

NOLR: 

NF; 

NPC: 

PUNC: 

RIRR: 

St: 


Invijilhle Empire Knights of the Ku Ktisx Klan 
Longitude 74 (Quebec) 

Mouvement des Jeuneeee Aryennes 

Mouvement pour la Survle de la Nation 

Montreal White Union 

North American Workers Party 

New-Brunswlck League of Rights 

Northern Foundation 

Nationalist Party of Canada 

Parti pour TUnh^ Natlonale du Canada 

Regroupement pour une Immigration Re^ 

atreinti et Francophone 

SchllEer Institute 


SNS: Skinheads for National Socialism 
SOS; SOSG^odda 
WACL; World Antl-Communisl League 
WAY: White Aryan Youth 
WB; White Srolherhood 
WCC: Western Canada Concept 
WF: White Federation 
WlA: Western independence Association 
WIP; Western Independence Party 
































The Church of the Creator 


Beyond the Klan 

by Helmut'Harfy Loawen 


C^ver the past few years a relative newcomer has 
emerged within the Canadian racist Right, adding its own 
version of genocidal ideology and mu rderous violence loan 
already volatile scene that includes the Ku Klux Klan, Aryan 
Nations, the Heritage Front, rac¬ 
ist Skinheads, immigration ‘re¬ 
formers,* Holocaust den iers, and 
neo-Nazis posing as defenders of 
free speech. The successful ef¬ 
forts of the Church of the Creator 
tCOTC) to penetrate Canada have 
set off alarms both among intelli¬ 
gence agencies and especially 
among anti-racist groups from 
Salmon Arm to Sherbrooke - as if 
these frontline activists did not 
already have enough to contend 
with, given the increased asser¬ 
tiveness of Canadian adherents 
within the international far Right, 
white supremacist, neo-Nazi net¬ 
work. 

The Alabama-based Klart- 
watch Project repons that among 
white supremacist groups, the 
COTC “is in a category of its own 
- as fiercely anti-Christian as it is 
racist and anti-Semitic.* Founded 
in 1973, COTC boasts a strong 
North American base with an inter¬ 
national outreach in many coun¬ 
tries, irKluding active chapters in 
South Africa. Its rallying cry for a Racial Hdy War or 
RAHOWA!, according to the April 1993 issue of Klanwatch 
Intelligence Repcrt, preaches the extermination of Jews, 
blacks and other “raid people* and advocates using “nnurdef, 
treachery, lying, deceit, mass killing, whatever it takes to 
win." 

COTC has gained a strong following among Skinhead 
groups in the Midwest and in Eastern Canada and among 
prisoners organizfed by the COTC Brotherhood, a group 
that conterxls with other white supremacist, Aryan prison 
felkswships for allegiance and influence. 

COTC founder Bernard “Ben* Ktassen, 75, now living 
in the Florida panhandle after having moved his (iterations 
from North Carolina, has Saskatchewan roots. Bom in 
1918 in the Russian Mennonite colony of Mokxhnaia, his 
family lived in Mexico from 1924-26 before moving to a farm 


near Rosetown, Saskatchewan. Upon graduating from the 
University of Saskatchewan, Klassen moved to the U.S. 
where he built a fortune with which to fund the COTC after 
having grown disenchanted with the John Birch Society 
during the 1960s. Along with White 
Aryan Resistance (WAR) leader 
Tom Metzger and National Alli¬ 
ance founder William Pierce, 
Klassen must surely be ranked 
among the most sophisticated and 
thus dangerous leaders within the 
white supremacist movement. 

Klassen has written numer¬ 
ous books and papers outlining 
COTC's ideology, including The 
Whirs Man's S/b/e (widely read 
within that movement), RAHOWAi, 
and the widety-drculated news¬ 
paper Radal Loyalty, Such litera- 
tjre has been circulating in Can¬ 
ada for years, most recently in 
June in Salmon Arm and other 
parts of B.C. 

In one of his tracts, Klassen 
writes of a “racial warfare unto 
death’ which employs a multi- 
prongecj strategy that includes a 
defense corps or paramilitary wing; 
an Intensive irtteliigence network’ 
which aims not only at knowing 
“who our enemies are. what they 
are doing and/or about to do, but 
also to ferret out the racial traitors in our own ranks* so as 
to “letihem reap their just desserts;" and the building of 
own conveyor belts of information and mass means of 
propaganda dissemination.' A fourth aspect of Klassen's 
strategy involves the election of “Racial LoyaSsts’to public 
office, ‘either covertly, or by open election." 

Whereas groups like the Klan or the Aryan Nations are 
organized around a nominally Christian ideology, COTC is 
fuelled by claims that Christianity is itself part of a Jewish 
conspiracy and that even groups ihe the KKK are part of a 
“phony front for the Jews to enlist and corral.. .the White 
Race.* COTC claims that “radal s^iaration* ts not divinely 
ordained, but dictated by the laws of nature. 

Although there are still working alliances between the 
KKK and COTC in Canada and the U.S., the ideological 
differences within the hate network have not lessened, 
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even among younger neo-Nazis, Indeed, a letter by Mani* 
toba Klan leader Bill Harcus noted the anti-Christian stance 
ot COTC and added: ’I am a Christian and I attend a 
Christian Identity Bible Study.... I think that Ben Klassen is 
an eiitisi but he does have some good ideas. I believe in 
White unity so I won! criticize a fellow racial brother.' 

Klassen in turn, has written that Christianity “is being 
administered by the world’s most deadly parasite, the 
pertidious and treacherous Jew.' 

Theviolerx^committed by COTC members inthe U.S. 
has been well-documented. In 1991, George Loeb, a 
Florida COTC member, murdered an African-American 
U.S. Navy officer. This murder is having repercussions 
within the COTC with Klassen attempting to extricate 
himself from any link to this crime by naming a series of 
successors and by shifting operations from North Carolina 
to Milwaukee and then to Borida. 

In July 1993, six white supremacists were anested in 
Los Angetes in an alleged assassination plot against Rodney 
King and in a complex conspiracy to bomb an African- 
American church. The FBI reported that those arrested 
were associated with COTC and WAR. This plot was 
uncovered during the summer months which saw height¬ 
ened Skinhead and other rwo-Nazi action on the West 
Coast, including the bombing of the Tacoma office of the 
NAACP, plots to bomb synagogues in Sacramento, and 
the discovery of stockpiled weapons by white supremacists 
on B.C.’s Lower Mainlarxt. When asked by ABC News 
about the L.A. ^ot, Tom Metzger, while disclaiming any 
part in the conspiracy, affirmed the use of violence by the 
"White Race to defend itseH.* 

There are troubling indications of COTC’s presence in 
Canada: 

• Rudy Stanko, once groomed by Klassen to be his suc¬ 
cessor, tried to enter Canada at North Portal. Sasfcitche- 
wan before being pemtanentfy barred by an immigratfon 
adjudicator at hearings in December 1992. 

• A 20-year-old Canadian died of heart failure during 
COTC paamiBtary exer»es in Ontario last year. There 
have been reports of COTC arfo neo-Nazi training exer¬ 
cises in other parts of Canada. 

- Canadian COTC members have fonried alliances with 
Ontario white supremacists, including Heritage Front or- 
ganizer Wolfgang Droegeand pubfeher Ernst Zundel. The 
COTC in Canada has its own "Security Legion" (a mobile 
inteIBgerrce-gathering arxl enfonDement unit), and a rac^ 
rock band, RAHOWA!, vrhich regularly performs at wn'ie 
supremacist functions in Toronto, other parts of southern 
Ontario, in Ottawa, and now in Montreal. This Canadian 
band produces recordings in a Detroit studio and is linked 
to other racist music groups in Buffalo and other cities. The 
politica! sophistication of COTC and other neo-Nazi Skin¬ 
head groups can be gauged by notfog their increased use 
of racist music to target and recruit a new generation to a 
nascent fascist movemertt. 

• Canadian COTC merrtoers have recently been charged 
with a host of crimes, ncluding assault and weapons 
violations. Hate crimes are occurring at a time of increased 


street confrontations in Eastern Canada and in the wake of 
particularly vicbus attacks against immigrants and anti- 
racist activists. 

• Reports this year indicate that members of the Canadian 
Armed Forces, including members of the Canadian Air¬ 
borne Regiment, attended COTC meetings in Ontario. 

- Despite claims that he is not a white supremacist, 
Toronto teacher Paul Fromm, organizer of Citizens tor 
Foreign Aid Reform, spoke at a ratty which included the 
Heritage Front, COTC, and other groups. 

Groups like the COTC can be said to be “beyond" 
traditional groups likethe Klan in a numberot ways. Without 
underestimating the ongoing activity and potency of the 
KKK, COTC’s track record shows that its well-financed 
operations have played direct and indirect roles in murder, 
assaults, and intricate plots to bomb houses of worship and 
civil rights organizations. Its dissemination of hate propa¬ 
ganda to thousands of supporters here and abroad should 
also not be underestimated. 

COTC is also able to form alliances "beyond" the Klan 
insofar as hs anti-Christian ideobgy is shared by such 
militani atheist racialists as Metzger and Pierce, both of 
whom have been died as the ideological inspiration tor past 
murders and who continue to play leadership roles in 
fasdst drcles. Even though Klassen has been criticized by 
some Klan leaders, both Metzger and Pierce remain influ¬ 
ential allies of the COTC, recognizing that groups like 
WAR, the National Alliance, and COTC are on the cutting 
edge of the white supremacist movement with their suc¬ 
cess at training, guiding and supporting a new generation 
of even more militant and combative white supremacists 
than the Klan or even the Aryan Nations, which are now 
beset with internal difficuities and defections. 

It is perhaps by observing the organizational success 
of the COTC and the Heritage Front that German-Cana- 
dian Holocaust denier Emsi Zundel recently proclaimed 
that groups like the KlarVAryan Nations alliance are not 
adequate for what he views as the task ahead. In a telling 
artide written in the wake of the Manitoba trial of KKK 
members and primed in a Pennsylvania Skinhead newslet¬ 
ter, Zundel rtoted; “I totally and without reservation reject 
the Klan as a meaningful or viable organization, idea, 
concept or solution to what is needed in the struggle for 
Aryan survival today and inthe future... David Duke, Tom 
Metzger, Terry Long and now others in Winnipeg and 
Montreal should serve us as warnings that the Klan is no 
vehicle to advance the white race’s cause in the 1990s.’ 

Having taken the pulse of the white supremacist, neo- 
Nazi movemern, Zundel recognizes that its vitality is now to 
be found with more successful and onganizationai^ stronger 
groups than the fractious Aryan Nations or Klan. The 
COTC, together with groups likethe Heritage Front, is part 
of that link which currerrtly shows no signs of abating. The 
time to expose, oppose and confront such hate groups is 
now. 

Helmut-Harry Loewen is cx>mpiling a report on hate groups 
for the Manitoba Coalition Against Racism and Apartheid. 
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The Far Right in Canada 


T 

X t is generally con¬ 
ceded that recenily there 
has been a mar1<ed esca¬ 
lation in the activities and 
organizational capacities 
of what Rabbi Gunther 
Plaut has termed Canada’s 
"live lascist movement," 

In 1987 Stanley R. 

Barrett, a social scientist 
at the University of Guelph, 
published an exhaustive 
survey of the Canadian 
right and listed some 60 
radical right groups oper¬ 
ating in Canada, including 
the Aryan Nations and 
various klaverns of the Ku 
Klux Klan. Barrett's list of 
fringe right groups - or¬ 
ganizations which could be 
viewed as relatively mod¬ 
erate, only in relation to 
the hardcore fascist right - 
was even more extensive, 
listing among its 70 groups 
the Western Canada 
Concept Parly, organized 
by KKK lawyer Doug 
Christie. Spearheading 
such organized racist or¬ 
ganizations, Barrett wrote, were numerous individuals who 
have emerged as ‘’commuted and public advocates of 
Aryan superiority.* 

In the five years since Barrett published his findings, 
the far right network has not only maintained its organiza¬ 
tional structure, it has also consolidated itself in an ever: 
widening surge of influence through heightened recruit¬ 
ment efforts, propaganda campaigns, artd sometimes brash 
initiatives of intimidation and violence. Various neo-Nazi 
groups have emerged in the last few years, so trie Canada¬ 
wide white supremacist network is clearly on the rise. For 
it is into such a network that groups such as the Manitoba 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan - currently facing extensive 
criminal and civil proceedings in Winnipeg - must be 
placed. 

faction of the Aryan Resistance Movement (ARM) 
has been established in Halifax. ARM Is linked with the 
headquarters of the Aryan Nations in Hayden Lake, Idaho, 
and is part of an organizational structure known for its 
virulent racist agitation and murderous vkjlence. This or¬ 


ganized Aryan presence 
does not bode well in a 
racially explosive city like 
Halifax with its sizeable 
African-Canadian populace. 

Quebec has been the 
site of intensive fascist re- 
caiitment and activity. At 
least three klaverns of the 
Ku Klux Klirt have been 
identified in Sherbrooke, 
Montreal and Laval. The Sh¬ 
erbrooke office of the KKK 
has produced some the lit¬ 
erature distributed by other 
Canadian Klans, irtcluding 
the Manitoba KKK. A re¬ 
cent report also notes that 
aside from a sizeable and 
violent neo-Nazi skinhead 
movement in Morrtreal, there 
are various fascist groups 
on the fringe o( the Quebec 
nationalist movement, in¬ 
cluding a francophone 
Young Aryan Movemem and 
a far right group that calls 
Hsetf S.O.S. Genocide. It is 
committed to erxl rxxi-white, 
non-francophone immigra¬ 
tion to Quebec. The Na¬ 
tional Front of Jean-Marie LePen, a key far right politician 
in southern France, has also organized branches of that 
organization in Quebec. Quebec remains a key point of 
entry for smuggling neo-Nazi propaganda, including The 
Klansman, from the U.S. On the last weekend of July 1992, 
about 60 members of Canadian and American white su¬ 
premacist groups held an "Aryan Fest '92" in Quebec, 
although trie fathering met with wide opposition from anti- 
racist and community organizations. 

In Ontario, the Heritage From, spearheaded by Wolfgang 
Qroege, former KKK leader and, until recently, a member 
of the Reform Party, has embarked on bold, public cam¬ 
paigns. Aside from operating a racist telephone message 
line similar to those in other parts of Canada, the Heritage 
Front organized a white supremacist rally in June 1992. 
During the same weekend, three synagogues were dese¬ 
crated with racist graffiti. California-based White Aryan 
Resistance leaders Tom and John Metzger, as well as 
Dennis Mahon, a U.S. Klan leader, were guests of honour 
of the Heritage Front. During the same weekend, three 


A Canadian Klansman. 
photo: Julian Sher 
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synagogues were desecrated with racist graffiti. After Iheir 
arrest and detention in a high security Toronto jail, the 
Metzgers were greeted from beyond the prison walls by 
neo-Nazi supporters shouting "White Power" slogans and 
"Death to the Jews." 

In western Canada, the tentacles of the far right are 
equally widespread. In British Columbia, the neo-Nazi 
Liberty Network has been agitating through racist tele¬ 
phone hotline messages transmitted lirst from the Vancou¬ 
ver area and then, after having been ordered to terminate 
its activities, from across the border in Beilingham. Wash¬ 
ington. The use ot telephone messages is not a relatively 
innocuous act, since white supremacist groups view hot¬ 
lines as a key first step in recnjiling. 

The "Aryan Fest," held in Provost. Alberta in Septem¬ 
ber 1990, has been closely scrutinized by anti-racist and 
human rights groups. A government inquiry recently ana¬ 
lyzed the participating groups (Aryan Nations, KKK and 
Final Solution Skinheads). It concluded with recommenda¬ 
tions making it avioiation to display fascist insignia, since 
these can be viewed as emblematic forms of intimidation. 
Ter^ Long, Alberta leader of the Church of Jesus Christ 
Christian, Aryan Nations, is still wanted by the RCMP and 
is presumed to have gone underground within the Ameri¬ 
can Aryan network. 

A Saskatchewan case involving the shooting death of 
Leo LaC hence, an Aboriginal trapper, by Carney NeriarKt, 
the local Aryan Nations leader and, according to some 
media reports, a possible RCMP informant, is becoming 
more complex as the government inquiry into the case 
proceeds in Prince Albert. It is hoped that the inquiry will 
examine not only the particulars of the shooting, but also, 
as mandated, examine the role which organized racist 
activity may have played in this crime. 

This sketch of far right activities and organizational 
capacities in Canada barely scratches the surface, but it 
indicates the national scope of the problem. By briefly 
examining aspects of the case involving the Manitoba 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.the interconnectedness of the 
white supremacist network in North America will be high¬ 
lighted. 

The Manitoba Klan 

In December 1991, three members of the Manitoba 
KKK * Bill Ha reus, Theron Skryba and Joseph Lockhart - 
were arrested by Winnipeg police and charged with a 
variety of offences, including weapons charges, charges 
dealing with the willful promotion of hatred against identifi¬ 
able groups and the charge of advocating and promoting 
genocide against minority groups, a charge under Section 
318 of the Criminal Code which has never yel been tried in 
Canada. 

According to Winnipeg police inspector Con Gisiason: 
"These people are well connected, well schooled and well 
trained in the activities ol the Klan. They are connected to 
major Klan members in Alberta. Montreal and various 
areas in the United States." 

Anti-Klan activists had already known for months of the 
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individuals. Marcus had established and maintained close 
contact with Klans in Missouri, Kansas and Georgia, North¬ 
ern Hammerskin groups in Michigan, skinhead factions in 
Montreal and Alberta, Don Andrews ot the Nationalist Party 
in Toronto, the Euro-American Alliance in Milwaukee, and 
Carney Nerland. Portce infiltrated meetings and other KKK 
activities in a 13 month investigatbn which culminated in 
the arrest of the three Kiansmen. 

Members of the Manitoba KKK had set up a telephone 
hotline which transmitted ten lengthy messages spewing 
racist ideology. This was complemented by recmitment 
efforts through the dissemination of published propaganda 
at shopping malls arxf in school yards. Of particular interest 
to the court case as it now stands is a flyer entitled “Death 
of the White Race* in which the KKK denounces what it 
terms “race mixing." 

Although KKK lawyer Doug Christie attempted to por* 
tray the KKK as a charitable and fraternal organization, this 
claim was countered during two-and-a-half days of expert 
testimony by Daniel Levitas of the Atlanta-based Center for 
Democratic Renewal, formerly known as the National Anti- 
Klan Network. Levitas testified that “the true creed of the 
KKK IS vbtence, anti-Semitism, hatred of blacks, gays and 
lesbians, and white supremacy." 

The case resumed at the end of Ai^st and could be 
protracted. In terms of civil aabn against the Klan, a 
number of organizations in Manitoba, including the Mani¬ 
toba Coalition Against Racism and Apartheid (MCARA) 
have filed human rights comptaints which will be heard in 
Winnipeg in mid-December. 

Despite the police and human rights actions launched 
last year, white supremacist agitation continues. Shortly 
after announcing its work with the Canadian Human Rights 
Commission, the offices of MCARA were broken into and 
vandalized on two occasions, once on Christmas Eve and 
then again on December 26. 

While rto KKK member - nor, anyone else - has been 


charged with these crimes, the racist, anti-black, KKK 
gratiiii on the walls of the Coalition's office bears witness to 
the ongoing presence of those who deem themselves to be 
“The White Patriots." A hate letter was also sent to the 
Coalition in January this year. Anti-racists continue to be 
targets across Canada, attesting to the importance o( 
maintaining vigilance about the capacities of the far right lor 
intimidation and violence. 

Finally, opposition to groups such as the KKK and the 
Aryan Nations must be guided by the notion that they are 
not merely marginal, fringe groups, but part of a social, 
economic and political system which itself must be trans¬ 
formed if the elimination of racism and fascism is to be 
successful. 

As Julian Sher concludes in his book. White Hoods: 
Canada 's Ku Klux Kfan: “Because of its extreme virulence 
und violence, the Ku Klux Klan must be singled out: its 
defeat or at least containment can be a rallying cry for an 
outraged public, a symbol and a warning to others that 
prejudice and discrimination wi II not be tol eraied. Canad a's 
Ku Klux Klan is only a visible scar, atraceof a muchdeeper 
sore that runs deep in a society with many ills. In that sense, 
any fight against the Klan has to be part of a wider effort to 
change a system where prejudices, inequalities and injus¬ 
tices exist." 

Helmut'Hany Loewen is chanpe/so/t of the Manitoba CoaStion 
Against Racism and Apartheid. 
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Behind the Klan^s 
Karibbean Koup Attempt 

By Kca Lawrence 


Un April 27 Tedcral agents arrested ten mercenaries, 
njne of v^hoin have been linked to various Ku klux Ktan 
and Naji or^anizaiions in the United Slates and Canada, 
a? ihcy were about to embark from a Lake Ponichartrain 
marina near New Orleans on a mission to overthrow the 
government of Dominica, a small island of the Eastern 
Caribbean- Six different fascist organi/aiions were repre¬ 
sented —InvUible Empire, Ku Klux Klant Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan; Canadian Knights of the Ku Klux Klan; 
Naiional Socialist Parly of America; National Alliance; 
and Western Guard—indicating that there is a great deal 
more overlap between these groups titan the popular news 
Stories about various warring fjctions would tend lo 

fn addition, a handful of collaborators have been 
arrested in Dominica, and several of the accused, includ ing 
former Prime Minister Patrick John* have been detained 
there ever since Iasi March when the government first 
learned of iheir involvement in planning a coup lo restore 
John to power. John, who had been prime minister for 18 
years and held that post ai the time Dominica won 
independcnccfrom Briiamin 197S,had been toppled amid 
a mounting wave of protest in 1979, and his successor, 
Oh\cr Seraphin, was defeated last year by ihe current 
prime ministef. Eugenia Charles, [See "‘Elections’ in 
Dominica: RCMP, MI-6, CIA Manipulation?" in CAJB 
Number 10, Augusi-September 1980.] 

But despite the fact that U.S. and Canadian authorities 
have known of the existence of the plot for some time, the 
financiali backers of t he roi//? at tempt and its'main intended 
beneficiaries remain at large and, as of this writing, are 
facing no criminal charges. Those who were aware of, and 
possibly involved in, the conspiracy in addition to the ten 
mercenaries include a Texas businessman, a Canadian 
mobster, the head of an Alabama mercenary training 
school, and key Klan figures in the U,S, and Canada, 

And lurking in the shadows, referred to only in passing 
in rxws accounts, is the govcrnmeni of South Africa, 
whose involvement hasn't been proven, but is widely 
suspected. 

News accounts conflict as to how the plot was 
uncovered. Most U.S. papers have writien that Mike 
Howell, captain of the Manann^ was approached by 


Michael Perdue, the mercenary leader, who wanted to 
charier his boat for the invasion. Perdue claimed he was 
from the CI.4, but Howell decided to check with the State 
Department; when his suspicions that Perdue wasn\ a 
government agent proved correct, Howell helped Treasury 
Department agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
and Firearms to infiltrate the boat crew; an undercover 
man secretly tapc-rccordcd Perdue's plans, then set up the 
arrest. 

Bui the Toronto Gloheand reported that a member 
of I be Ontario Provincial Police learned of the foup plan 
from Gordon Sivejl, a reponer for radio station CFTR. 
Sivcil had been in on the plot since last October, had acted 
as an intermediary between mercenaries and their spy in 
Dominica* and had planned to write a book about the 
coup. The OPP then notified the New Orleans ATF office, 
according lo this account. Meanwhile the U.S. Stale 
Department notified the Dominican government, which 
arrested the conspirators on the island. 


Bayou of Pigs 

Complete details of the invasion plan have not come out. 
and probably never will, but the basic outline is known. 
The mercenary force would set sail from New Orleans on 
April 27 and land on Dominica approximaicly ten days 
later With the assistance of a fifth column including 
members of former Prime M inister Patrick John's security 
forces and one or more spies working dtrcctiy for the 
mercenaries, the police force would be overwhelmed in a 
single coordinated attack on its communications center, 
armory, and barracks in Roseau, the capital. 

After overpowering the police, they were to spring 
Patrick John from jail and restore him to power as the 
island’s ruler. Mercenary leader Perdue would then have 
received a SI50,000 (U.S.) payment plus valuable con¬ 
cessions for hts company, Nortic Enterprises, Inc. Lucrative 
business and gambling opponunitics w ould have rew^arded 
the coup's financiers. 

One of the plotters told the Toronto Globcand 
the aim was to insLall a black man as the ostensible head of 
government while white men were the real behind-the- 
scenes powers. 


Covert Aciion 
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“Dominica needed white order and governmeni," 

he said. Once the invaders hid successtully planted their 
Naii flag on Dominican soil, they would have opened the 
island to gambling concessions and offshore banking 

operations throughwhich wealthy individuals and corpora¬ 
tions could evade U.S. and Canadian taxes. They also 
planned to engage in large lumbering operations, which are 
now prohibited in order to prevent soil erosion. 1 he 
country would have become a base from which to publish 
and distribute fascisiand white-supremacist propaganda to 
many countries, paid for and transported by the go^yn- 
ment. It was a shocking scheme that might have succeeded. 

Thai was the plan when the ATF undercover agents 

successfully infiltrated the mercenary force. They dubbed it 

the "Bayou of Pigs” and played along until the band of ten 
men, armed with automatic weapons and explosives, were 
about to depart; they made the arrest at the last possible 
moment, as the mercenaries prepared to board the 

As the ten men were being charged with violation of 
Neutrality Act in New Orleans, a Canadian woman, Mary 
Anne McGuire-described as a “white power fanatic and 
adventuress"—was detained by Dominican auihordics. 
She later admitted spying for the mercenaries. Then about 
three weeks later another Canadian, Harold Wood, was 
arrested by Dominican police and charged with plotting 
McGuire’s escape. 


Unindieted Co-Conspirators 

News repons have uncovered a wide range of people 
who had advance knowledge of the plot, none of whom 
face any criminal charges as yci. 

Perhaps the strangest of these were Robert Halliday, 
news director, and Gordon Si veil, news reporter for radio 
station CFTR in Toronto, who had known of the fvup 
plan since last October. They had taped interviews with 
several of the conspirators. The station had ho^d to get a 
scoop, said the Toronto Globe onJ .Wm7. "by allowing the 

mercenaries to leave New Orleans, then Hying a reporter to 

Dominica to alert the island's Prime Minister before t e 
attackers arrived," Canada's Minister of Commomcauons, 
Francis Fox, has ordered his staff to investigate complamis 

that CFTR tried to keep police in the dark about the plot. 
(Halliday admitted this, saying that it would have lost the 
story had it worked alongside the police, but event^lly 
Sivell told a policeman who was his personal friend, who in 
turn initiated an investigation unknown to the station an 
lipped off U.S. authorities.) Fox also asked the Canadian 
Association of Broadcasters to look into the situation, and 
a Liberal member of the House of Commons questjoned 
whether CFTR’s “so-called investigative reporting con¬ 
formed to broadcast regulations. But the press generally 
hasshown little interest in a journalistic scandaUcmmisceni 
of the role of the Hears; press at the lime of the sinking ol 
ihc Maine in Havana harbor. No one seems to have 
questioned the ethics of having a reporter 
message from Mary Arne McGuire, the spy. to Wolfgang 
Droege. one of the mercenary leaders, one of many acts y 


the station that could have helped bring a bloodbath to the 
beaches of Dominica, all for the sake of a scoop. 

Another person involved in the plot was James 
Alexander McQuirtcr,Grand Wizard and nationaldirecior 
of the Canadian Knights of ihe.Ku Klux Klan, McQoirter 
told the Globe rtn;/A/m7that he would have been with the 
raiding party except for the fact that the U .S. had deported 
him in January and barred him from re-entry. He would 
have become Dominica's propaganda minister had the 
taup succeeded. 

Another of the plotters was a leading Toronto mobster 
whose identity has not been disclosed. He has been 
described as an international arms dealer who contributed 
S 10,000 for the roup's expenses in exchange for the 
opportunity to set up an international banking fraud in 
Dominica and to issue diplomatic passports to fellow 
mobsters, after restoring John to power. McQuirier told 
the Globe and Mail that the mercenaries did not plan to 
keep the promises made to the mobster, whom they call 
"The Jew.” and might have killed him had the mup 
succeeded. 

r 

Another identified financial backer is James While, first 
publicly named by ATF Special Agent John L. Osburg in 
an affidavit filed with the U.S. District Court in New 
Orleans. The affadavit calls White “a Baton Rouge 
businessman," but later news reports noted that other A fF 
agents had idcniincd hitn as James C, hiie of Longworth, 
Texas. Osburg’s affidavit mentions one other "unknown 
participant in New Orlcans,"and a Canadian report quotes 
law enforcement authorities saying that as many as BO 
people may have been involved. 


Besides financial backers, the plot was known in 
mercenary circles. One of those who has admitted prior 
knowledge is Frank Camper of Dolomite, Alabama. 
Together with Robert Lisenby of Troy, North Carolina, 
Camper runs a mercenary training school that recruits 
through Soldier of Fortune magazine; he and Lisenby have 
had various scrapes with the law, and were arrested most 
recently in the Little Havana section of Miami when illegal 
weapons and explosives were found in their car, just two 
weeks before the mercenary force was scheduled to depart 
for Dominica. Although he admitted he had know n of the 
invasion plan. Camper denied to the Birmingham Newj 
that he was involved, and claimed he didn’t know the two 
Klan participants from Birmingham and Tuscaloosa.^ but 
added, “I don’t know them, but 1 wouldn't say if I did." Hts 
partner. Lisenby, claims another Alabama KKK leader. 
Robert Shelton, as his friend. The Christian Setence 
Monitor interviewed an anonymous mercenary who said 
ihat Lisenby's mission in Miami was to bomb the consulate 
of the Dominican Republic there, and that the money lor 

that operation came from a wealthy Cuban-Ameriean who 

also backed the invasion of Dominica. 

li is clear from available documents that the plotters 
were aided by some Dominicans, but aside from former 
government officials close lo John, it isn’t clear just who 
these people might be. Oliver N, Philip. Dominica’s police 
commissioner, told the Sew York Times ih.'; >ohn met 
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f'erdue in Dominica and ‘^took him lo ihe hills where he 
was ini reduced to Dreads.** This reports seems highly 
questionable and self'serving. it Is true that the current 
government has had quite a bit of trouble with the Dreads 
(Domlnica*s Rastafarians), and there base been several 
armed clashes between Dreads and police in recent 
rnuniiis, before and since the c^fup attempt failed, Asa 
result, a stale of emergency has been in effect since 
Fcbruiiry* U is easy lo see w hy the government would want 
lo blame all of its troubles on discredited former officials 
and fKscisl invaders. But it is difficult to imagine ihai the 


Dreads w-ould form an alliance with the former prime 
minister. 

The Rastafarians are a complex and enigmatic political 
anachronism in sofric ways, given their cultlsh religious 
rites, ihcir admiration for Ethiopia's former emperor Haile 
Selassie (Ras 1 afariand iheir use of drugs, but they were 
also one of the original and militant forces in the struggle 
against colonialism. It was in 1975 that the Dominican 
political leadership under Patrick John outlaw'cd the 
Dreads and passed a law entitling any cili 7 en to shoot on 


/ -—- 

Arrested 


PAT KICK JOHN, the former prime minister of 
Dominica, began his career as a reformer and ended it as 
a righl-wangen His popularity waned in 1979 futlowing 
disclosures of a scheme to invade Barhadosand growing 
discontent over his dealings w ith U.S. businessmen and 
the government of South Africa. As discontent spread, 
John proposed laws restricting freedom of the press and 
trade unioris; when several thousand people peacefully 
demonstrated against this legislation, soldiers fired on 
the cruw'd, killing one and wounding ten. A general 
strike protesting the shootings broughi down the 
government. John began plotting a comeback through a 
military inup U'etaf even before the present prime 
minister, Eugenia Charles, was elccitd in July of 1980. 
According to Time, John's go-bctw'ccn wiiii the 
mercenaries Wras a convicted smuggler named Sydney 
Burneit-Alleyne, who once recruited mercenaries to 
invade Barbados. 

MICHAEL EUGENE PERDUE of Houston was 
recruiter, organiser, and commander of the mercenary 
force. He has variously touted himself as a Marine 
Corps veteran and a former U.S. Army Green Beret, but 
is actually just a semi'liierate, racist, ordinary criminaL 
A Dallas Times-Heraid revealed that although 

Perdue did enlist in the Marines in 1968, he was arrested 
for breaking imo a home before he ever was due to 
report for duly, and served 11 months in the Tennessee 
State Penitentiary on a petty ihcfr conviction instead. 
Ten years later he was convicted of a drug violalion. Tlic 
Nashville Tennessean reported that Perdue once headed 
the Junior Ku K.lux IClan in Gallatin, and his high school 
drama teacher recalled that he boasted of beating up 
blacks on Saturday nights. More recently he was active 
with the Na^is in Houston. Perdue recruited through an 
ad in Le Mercenaire^ a newsletter published by George 
E. Ellis, Jr., in Aurora, Illinois. The ad in the January 
1981 issue sought pcople*^ofdisciplinedcharacicr’"iodo 
‘'security duly for a private employer on Caribbean 
nation‘'for a salary of $250-5300 per month plus room, 
board, uniform, and medical care. The company that 
signed the ad was Nortic Enterprises at a Longview, 
Texas, post office box. 

STEPHEN DON BLACK of Birmingham succeeded 
David Duke as Grand Wizard uf the Knights of the Ku 


KIux Klan. Black was considered an intellectual and 
theoretician of the recent KKK revival, and always 
denied that his Klan faction would engage in violence — 
he claimed this was the difference between his group and 
Bill Wilkinson's Invisible Empire. 

WOLFGANG WALTEE^ DROEGE of Toronto, na¬ 
tional organi7cr for Canadian Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan ai the time of his arrest, had previously been the 
KKK organiser in Vancouver and a member of the 
Western Guard, a Nazi group. He was the Canadian 
rcprcseniative at ihc National Socialist Party of 
America convention in 19S0. He had been convicted 
twice in Toronto, once for assauliing a photographer 
and once for painting white power slogans along the 
route of the 1975 African Liberation Day march. 
According lo the Toronto Star, Droege said his faihcr 
had been a personal friend of Julius Sircichcr, an early 
German Nazi Party propagandist who w-as hanged in 
1946 for war crimes. A native of West Germany, Droege 
was a central figure from the earliest days of Ihc cuup 
plot, 

GEORGE TAYLOR MALVANEV of Jackson, Miss¬ 
issippi, w'ell-known as a racist agitator before he 
dropped out of high school, was an imponani Kleagle 
(organizer) fur Bill Wilkinson's Invisible Empire, Ku 
Klux Klan. Wilkinson credited Malvancy with having 
organized a Klan protest in the Navy, when sailors in 
K KK robes paraded on the deck of the U.S.S. Concord. 
After his discharge from the Navy, Malvancy returned 
to Jackson^ where he was identified a$ having made 
ihrcaiening telephone calls to civil rights activists, 
including this wrilcri he w-as a key organizer of a Klan 
rally to support a w=hite policeman who shot and killed a 
pregnant black woman last summer, 

JOE DANIEL HAWKINS of Jackson is a veteran of 
the old White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. the most 
violent Mississippi Klanofihc sixties. Hcand his father 
were considered among the most dangerous Klan 
guerrillas of that era, but despite eyew itness testimony to 
bombings, all-white juries failed to convict the younger 
Hawkins of the most serious offenses, though he was 
often Hned or jailed on weapons and drug charges. His 
father was violently murdered in 1974, the killers were 
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sight any suspected Dreads found on iheir property. They 
helped ihf colonial auihorities frame a young militant 
Dread leader, Desmond Trotter, on a murder charge. Why 
would this group be helping restore John lo power? One 
Canadian report hedged on this by referring to John's 
collaborators as “black terrorists hiding out in the hills of 
Dominica in the guise of Rasiafarians.'' 

Cui Bono? 

Although most of the plot's backers have not been 


never found. The younger Hawkins was credited by a 
former high-ranking FBI source with having engineered 
the escape from Parchman Prison of Thomas A. 
Tarrarus HI, another notorious Klan terrorist, 

WILLIAM BURNETT WALDROP of Braxton, Miss¬ 
issippi, was active in K Ian affairs itnd on one occasion in 
1971 was arrested with Hau kins on a weapons charge. 

ROBERT WILL!,AM I^RITCHAR D of Raleigh, Nonh 
Curolma. lists his home address as the address for the 
hcadL|uancrs ufihe Naiioiuij Sticiallsl Party of America, 
and he is a member of that party. He used to he a 
[leighbof of Harold Covington, wJiolcd that party when 
ses era! of its mem hers joined with K lansmen lo kill five 
Icadeis uf ihc Conimunisi Workers Party in Greensboro 
on Nt.\embcr3, 1979. Covington resigned his leadership 
post after the revelation that John Hinckky, the man 
who shot President Ronald Reagan and oHiers, had 
been a member of the N.S,P,A. 

MICHAEL STANLEY NORRIS of Tuscaloosa, Ala¬ 
bama, was information olficcr for the Alabama chapter 
of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan until he quit to join 
the National Alliance, a Nazi group. The groups 
national leader, William L. Pierce, wrote The Turner 
Diaries, the Klanf Nazi “blueprint for revolution."* 

LARRY LLOYD JACKLIN of Listowdl, Omario, has 
attended public functions of the Klan and Na/i Parly 
and a newspaper reponed ihai Perdue recruited liim at 
one such affair, 

CHRISTOPHER BILLY ANDERSON of Oklahoma 
C'ily is the only one of the mercenaries without 
documented lies to the KJan or the Nazis. He is a former 
police chief from Kansas who >^'as suspended in 1975 
after assaulting a suspect, and was a^bus driver until he 
quit to join the Dominica invaders, 

MARY ANNE McGUlRE of Toronto was sent to 
Dominica as a spy, to locate a suitable landing site for 
the invaders, to act as go-hciween with John’s 
supporters on the island, ar'.d lo send back informauun 
art police readiness, shore pairoU. and foriincatior.s. 
She was born a Catholic in Derry City, Non hern 
Ireland, and joined the Irish Republican Army as a 
teenager and fought the British, her e.stran£ed husband 
told the Tnrgnio Star. But afur cmigraiing to Canada 


revealed, it is not difficult to imagine who might have 
reaped the major bencftis had the coup succeeded. 

In February 1979 Grey and Don Pierson, a father-son 
team of businessmen from Arlington, Texas, signed a 99- 
ycar conlraci wilh the John government on behalf of their 
company, Caribbean Southern Corp., to lease 45 square 
miles of land for $ 100 (U.S.) per year to build a d uty-free 
port zone in exchange for t wo percent of the profits made 
by companies operating in the zone; an equal portion of the 
revenues would go to Caribbean Southern's shareholders. 
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six years ago to become a nurse, McGuire became 
involved with several extreme right-wing wJute-^uprem- 
acist groups, including ihe Wexiern Guard and Canadian 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. Al the lime of her arrest 
she was a Grand Titan of the Canadian Klan and listed 
luT address as the Canadian KKK's Toronto heud- 
quarlers. 

HAROLD PHILLIPS WOOD was arrested in the rain 
forest outside the capital city of Roseau wearing a 
combat Jacket and a rucksack. Wood, a Toronio 
housepaInter who speni many years in England, is 
suspected of planning to help Mary Anne McGuire 
escape fromjaii. He gave as his address the furmer home 
of Don Andrews, leader ofihe Western Guard; Andrews 
confirmed that Wood said he was going to Dominica to 
rescue McGuire, 

Other Domhucans arrested and charged with pioniug a 
(cfiifi to restore John to power are: former Defense 
Force commander MAJ. FREDERICK NEW! ON; 
second in command otThe army, CAHT. M.\LCf’>LV1 
KEID: the forntcr director of broadcasting and 
information, DENNIS JOSEPH; JULIAN DAVID,an 
executive of .lohn's Labor Party: SGT, RONNIE 
ROBER I S, and CTL. HOWELL PIPER. “ 
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In icrms reminisctnl of Zaire's agreement wiih :he West 
German rockei compa ny OTRAG [see Diny iVprk 2: The 
CIA in A/riiu], Caribbean Southern given viriual 
sovereignty over one lifth of Domirnca—the company hsd 
total power lo police the area and substantial control over 
immigration. 


Public uproar forced cancellaiion. of ihe deal, particularly 
after news accounts suggested that South Africa was 
backing Caribbean Souihern and that the free port would 
be used to transship weapons to South Africa in violaiion 
of the internaiionai arms embargo. This suspicion was 
strengthened when the British Broadcasiing Corporation 
reported that John's rcpresenlaiives were attempting to 
purchase oil for South Africa. The subsc^^ucni disclosure 
that the nearby island of Antigua was the place used by 
Space Research Corp, lo smuggle sophisticated muniiions 
bound for South Africa confirmed the reasonableness of 
these suspicions* Shortly after the protests began* Johr/s 
government felL 

The caretaker government that followed was headed by 
John's agriculture minister, Oliver Seraphin, w ho attemp¬ 
ted to cut a similar deal with another U*S* firm. Although 
some of the more outrageous clauses in the Pierson deal 
were missing, the contract signed with Ronald A. Louden 
and David A. Lloyd of Intercontinental Development and 
Management Co.* Inc,* based in Los Angeles* was sharply 
criticized as more of the same. The contraci contained 
provisions for the development of housing, agriculture, 
forestry, small industry, public and private financing and 
tourism. It was publicly touted as aid for the country lo 
help recover from the devastation caused by two 
hurricanes: in August of 1979 Hurricane Dav^id had killed 
56 people and ruined much of the island's buildings and 
crops; Hurricane Frederick, though milder* caused addi¬ 
tional destruction. One clause required the govcrnmcni of 
Dominica lo “Undertake to confer upon persons not 
belonging to the Commonwealth of Dominica the status of 



citizens upon such terms and conditions as ihe Government 
shall i mposc by w'ay of q ualification, w hich shall include in 
addiiion to such persons having to be of good repute, 
evidence of a contribution by any applicant for such a 
status to the economic development of the Conimonw'ealEh 
ol Dominica* in terms of investment to a level acceptable to 
the government. The contract also allowed the company 
to set up tourist offices containing consulates ihroughoui 
the world. 

Ihe Dominica Liberation Movcmcni* an alliance of four 
progressive orgaiiiz.aiions™Peopic’s Democratic Party. 
Popular Independence Committee* Working People's 
Vanguard, and Dominica Democratic Alliance—sharply 
attacked the contract with intercontinental as another 
attempt to subvert the sovereignty of the country. 
Prophetically, they predicted that the company would gain 
control of Dominica's foreign-policy; would be able lo 
make people citizens of Dominica for whatever purpose 
and introduce a new kind^of racketeering with Dominican 
passporis;’*would get special laws passed—**some of these 
laws w^iil have to be repressive like the Dread Act in order 
to make^the people submit to the dictates of this 
company"—and all the while would pay no taxes, 

U was shortly after the signing of this contract that 
Iranians m the U,S* were offered Dominican passports for 
510,000 in order to avoid having to leave the U.S. The 
country's treasury never saw any of the income from this 
venture, and popular resentment against this contract 
helped defeat Scruphin's bid for rc-clection* especially 
since his conscrv^aitve opponei^ts* Eugenia Charles' Free¬ 
dom Party, received the covert backing of the U.S., British, 
and Canadian governments* 

The contract that Patrick John signed with Michiic] 
Perdue* granting him similar concessions for Nonlc 
Eniei prises* certainly does nothing to quell suspicions ihui 
some of the financiers involved in the coup plut mav 
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The Toronto Globe and Mail obtained orders and documents on the coup plot which Canadian Klan 
chieftain Ajcx McQuirterhad given to an Ottawa woman with whom he had planned to write a book 
about the coup. 





















include people who were involved in the Caribbean 
Southern and Inierconiinental Development deals; all are 
certainly aware of the potential profit if a sufficiently 
servile government can be installed. And the ideological 
affinity of the mercenaries renders reasonable Prime 
Minister Charles s allegation that they are backed by the 
South African government. 


What Next? 

In the past the U.S. government would have tolerated, 
and in some instances concicvably backed, a mercenary 
force of this type, and it is possible that, had this coup gone 
forward successfully without prior detection, the U.S. 
might have extended the same recognition that other 
tinhorn fascist- or mafia-run governments currently enjoy. 
It is not, however, what the U.S. government desires. The 
recent announcement that the Reagan adminisiraiion 
policy is to develop a •'Marshall Pl.m" for the Caribbean 
indicates that a major regional battle for political 
hegemony is under way—the popularity of the Cuban and 
Grenadan revolutionary examples is contagious; the gains 


in places like St. Lucia and the growing insurgency in 
Guyana. Trinidad and Tobago. Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, and Haiti are viewed as threats to U.S. inierests 
Under these ciraj_mstances the U.S, government doesn’t 
want to sully the image of conservative anti-communism 
with peiiy corruption and gangsterism. 

That s the real reason why this coup attempt was 
stopped, not because the U.S. has any real interest in 
punishing the plotters—indeed, if their punishment is too 
severe, it may make things more difficult the next time the 
CIA needs mercenaries to carry out another dirty chore 
like its 1975 war in Angola. 

At present seven of the mercenaries have pleaded guilty 
to reduced charges. The other three. Don Black, Michael 
Norris, and Joe Daniel Hawkins, are scheduled to face trial 
on June 15. If they actually do go to trial, it is possible that 
more details of the coup may be disclosed, facts that the 
authorities of Dominica, Canada, and the U.S. know but 
have thus far chosen to withhold. There is no word yet on 
whether any investigation will lead to indictments of the 
invasion’s financial backers, or anycensure of radio station 
CFTR, _ 
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The advertisement shown here ran in the March 
1981 issue of 5o/i//er o/^or/wne’niagazine—actually 
On the stands in January. 

On March 20 the group recruited by ihis ad, 
together with their teachers, were arrested for 
trespassing near the Crystal River nuclear power 
plant in Florida. 

The 13 heavily armed men were led by Franklin 
Joseph Camper of Dolomite, AUibama, and Robert 
Lee Lisenby of Troy. North Carolina, the two who 
placed the ad and colk'Cted 51350 from each of the 
“Mudents" for two weeks' training. 


When first stopped by a local land owner, the men 
posed as -the I97lli Battalion from Fort Benning, 
Georgia, on training exercises," but the hoax failed 
and the local man called the police, who after the 
arrest noted that Camper’s passport indicated he hud 
traveled to a number of countries, including"Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, and Mexico. 

Last year Lisenby, who boasts of his friendship 
with United Klans of America Imperial Wizard 
Robert Shelton, trained 1,500 meiribcrs of ihu 
Christian-Patriols Defense League, a racist and anti- 
SeiTiiiic paramilitary group based in Louisville, 
Illinois, which has an overlapping membership svith 
the Klan. He distributes John Birch Society and 
Liberty Lobby publications in his Survival Shack 
shop. 

Both Lisenbyand Cainperarc Vietnam veterans— 
Lisenby a graduate of Ranger School who served 
with the First Air Cavalry Division. 

Camper denies ties to Klansmen and Nazis— “I 
don't know them, but I wouldn't say if I did"—but 
has admitted he had prior knowledge of the planned 

invasion of Duminica* 

On April 14, Camper and Lisenby were arrested in 
ihe Little Havana section of Miami, cauglu with 
explosives and illegal weapons in Ihcir lenied Ciir. 

Despite a lot of recent attempts to glorify, 
romaiiiiciic, and prettify mercenaries, iliese dogs ul 
war all share a common ugly stench. — 
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T his chan is presented as 
an aid to soning out the 
bewildering interconnections 
among radical racist groups in 
The United Slates. The in¬ 
volvement of key individuals 
w'iih particular groups is also 
displayed. Where persons 
have worked with more than 
one organir^iion, their names 
appear with each group. To 
minimize confusion, the chart 
slicks to the central organiza¬ 
tions examined in this book. 
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Lent Today 


ELINOR LANCER 


T he story ue about to read is an ugly one. If it 
were a film, h would be rated On television^ 
a solicitous oommentaior would warn parents to 
urge cfaildreo bom the room. It is the story of some- 
thing seoet becoming publiq of something fmbidden becom¬ 
ing penning of the long, slow re <m erg en ce of lacsal think¬ 
ing in the United States bom its retreat after ^ibrld II 
to the point where it can once again energize acdon; of the 
gradual, tentative ciystallization of a political movement 
openly aimed at white hegemony. The problems of under- 
tfafirfing this phenomenon are many. Composed of elements 
tanging bom the Ku Klux IQaa of Connecticut to the skin- 
beads of California, the racial movement is scattered and 
diverse; and on matters as important as its relationship to 
American society in genenl and American racism in panic- 
ulai; observers disagree. 

I want to make it pUin fiom the outset that I moot an 
authority (HI the neo-Nazi movemenL 1 live in PcHtland. dr- 
eg(Hi,wdiere in November 19S8 three skinheads murdered an 
Ethiopian man. and like many of my biendsand neighbots, 
I was startled to see how—litcally—dose to borne it had 
come; The murder took place in a ueighborhotxl very near 
where my husband and I had lived wiMO we first moved to 
Rirtlaiid years before. Of the three assailants, one was a peigfa- 
b(H, Irving a few blocks away in a buildtag in which I had just 
considered taking an olTice; the second was a lodt musidan 
andan-Found (»unierculcare personage who moved in aides 
dose to those of our baby sitter as well as, at some points, 
dose to mme; and the thbd was a recent homecoming king 
of a local high school with some of whose biends and scbo(^ 
mates my own ac-gmlnfJineM also ovetliyiped. ' ^ 
Originally, the boys were to have been tried Jointly and, my 
attention having been cau^t. 1 ananged to write about the 
trial for this magazuc It then tiansiHred that the cases were 
levered, and uhimaiely, because the defoidants all pleaded 
guilty, there were no ti^ at aU. But in the meantime, as you 
win see, the trail had led directly bom the Portland skinheads, 
membeis of a local gang called East Side White Pride, to a 


Elinor Longer, the author of Josephine Herbst ffHi/7jer 
BaofcsJ, is Just comp/eting a year as a visiting/dlovf in the 
Yale University American Studies program. Research for this 
article wss supported, in part, by grants from the Fund for 
Investigative Journalism and the Dick Coldensohn Fund. 

l°\ 


California-based neo-Nazi organization called White Aryan 
Resistance (WAR) and to its youth arm, the Aryan Youth 
Movement (A.Y.M.), headed, respectively, by a man namec^ 
Tom Metzger and his son, John, and my article on the Port¬ 
land case bad become this special issue of The Nation on the 
movement as a whole. ^ 

In introducing to A'irrron readers a subject that until recent¬ 
ly I knew little about, I feel a certain ^ffidence; my chief 
comfort in doing so is that one of the things I have realized 
during this period is how little is generally known. Unlikely'^' 
as h seems, there appears to be only a handful of scholars at 
work on specialized aspects of the movement, and as far as 
I have been able to learn there is no ongoing research of ages-— 
eral sociological nature. The books that are available have 
been written mostly by journalists, invariably as a result of 
having covered some local occunence, but these; though use 
ful. tend to suffer from an excess of anecdote and an absence 
of documentatioiL There are organizatioiis that at first glance 
appear to know everything and without which no one IcKik- 
ing at the neo-Nazi movement would get very far, but thcit~ 
interests also are specialized, and it soon becomes apparent 
that though their facts are indispensable their assumption: 
are aiguabie, and it is necessary to weigh their interpretation ^ 
against one's own. 

In writing about a subject that carries with it the automat¬ 
ic wdght of its association with Nazi Germany, I findmysel 
uncomfortable for another reason, suspended between cau~ 
tion and alann. Especially about a movement as underreport¬ 
ed as this oue; you do not write, in ^e first place; merely U 
observe “This too will pass away**; you write to sound ai.^ 
alert At the same time, you know that the tests of time ate 
different and that historians of another generation will con 
rider the evidence and say either that it was all simply pax 
of another “Brown Scare” in which people, as usual, lost tbeif~ 
beads, and some their civil liberties, (H’that a dangerous move- 
meat was on the rise and that we ^ed to discern it earl: 
enough and help stamp it out, I do not know where along tha^ 
spectrum the truth of the neo-Nazi movement lies. I do know 
tbathisamoag us, that it is violent and mean, andthatHi 
tune to open up the subject for further investigation and dis 
cussicn so that out of a broader base of information and a~ 
variety of perspectives there can possibly be foshtoned a sound 
response; 


L 

In using the term “neo-Nazi,” I am referring roughly to b:_ 
.array of groups and individuals, including: 

{ Nazis; old-line groups principally descended from tb^ 
American Nazi Party founded by George Lincoln Rockwe] 
in 1959. whose members siil! appear in uniform, as well as~ 
other small Nazi-identified parties and groupings whose 
members usually do not. 

S The skinheads: yout h gangs in various cities with name., 
like Youth of Hitler and the Confederate Hammerskins— 
some, like San Francisco’s American Front, openly connecte<^ 
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with Mttigcr’s WAR, and some not; skinheads are the fastest- 
growing wing of the movement today. 

S The KuKlux {Gam no longer the ceatialized Kian of pre¬ 
vious eras, but three separate and rival Klan federations and 
innumerable splinter groups; it is a government-infiltrated 
and at times government-manipulated Klan, a shadow of its 
former self, many of whose units are, however, “Nazified’' 
la that they cooperate heely with the Nazi groups (something 
that was unthinkable in the past, when the Klan’s patriotism 
md the Nazis’ Gennanophitismiiivariabiy dashed) and share 
many of the same ideas. 

( The Posse Comitatus a decentralized, antistate and large¬ 
ly Fural movement, which also appears as the Christian Pa- 
tjxns or American Freemen Association, whose adboents 
bdieve, among other things, that all government should be 
tooted at the county level and that cooperating with any high- 
a authority, induding the I.R.S. or, indeed, even the state 
Dqtartment of Motor Vehicles, is wrong. 

9 The Christian Identity movement: an Aryan-inspired re- 
figious denomination descended from a nineteenth-century 
movement known as Anglo-lsraelism or British isnelism, 
whkb holds that the ’’chosen people” of the Bible are white 
Anglo-Saxons, that Jews are descended from Satan and that 
aU DODwhites are **pre-Adamic” “mud people,” a lower spe¬ 
cies than ediites; it is a religious movement rhaf, as in the case 
of Idaho’s Aryan Naiions-Church of Jesus Christ, Christian 
(as opposed to Jesus Christ, Jew), is often indistinguishable 
&oir a political one. 


The Nature of the Movement 

In the phrase “neo-Nazi movement,” both the terms “neo- 
Nazi” and “movement” require further discussion, and they 
have to be argued together. If you look at the map below, re¬ 
cently issued by the Klanwatch Project of the Sou^em Pov¬ 
erty Law Center (S.P.L.C.) in Montgomery, Alabama , you 
will see that while U indudes the categories listed abov^ it uses 
the overall heading “white supremacist” and reserve “neo- 
Nazi” for the groups that bad their geneis with Rockwell. 
The term “white supremacist” is also used Igr another major 
monitoring organization, the Center for Democratic Renew¬ 
al in Atlanta. The problem with this usage, it seems to me; 
is not that it is wrong but that it does not go &r enough, re¬ 
taining an oid-&shioned, unduly Southern and natmwly po¬ 
litical flavor that fails to reflect the modem racMlsm that 
comes to us directly from the Nazi era and that I^mnk is the 
essentia] characteristic these groups sham Ihen^Naa lahel 
does have varying degrees of applicability. James puiands. 
Imperial Wizard of The Invisible Empire, Knights of the Ku 
KIux Klan, with whom I spoke a few months ago, was indig¬ 
nant at being assodated with neo-Nazis and at pains to as¬ 
sure me that “you don’t have to be a Nazi to be an anti-Sem¬ 
ite,” and to find a member of the Posse Comitatos with the 
same revulsion would not be difficult. But for themost part 
these organizations have no enemies to the right. If.^ere are 
those within the movement who object to thdr Nu^ bedfel¬ 
lows, they do not gennally make themselves he^. 

More important than any differences among tte groups is 



I 

Sou/rc Ktanwatch 


i Slui 

t Edvotitr 

0 Fom CowitAtu* 
O Otl»r 
0 Skiiilie«di 


White Supremacist Groups tn the United States—1989 































84 


The Nation. 


July J6/23,1990 


the fact that the individuals within them functicm together as 
a movement and know that they arc one—a point on which 
the two monitoring organizadons mentioned above, as well 
as the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B'rith (A.DX.^ 
largely agree. Klan and Nazi units have worked together at 
least since their ocHnbined assault on anti-Klan demonstraton 
at a rally in GreenAoro, North Carolina, in 1979, in which 
five were fcHIed, three of them members of the Communist 
Warlai Etey. Elan/neo-Nazi joint appearances on occasions 
such as an trmnal gathering in Pulaski, Tbmicssee, honoring 
the fonsding of the Klan—this year also attended by Aryan 
Nations pastor Rkbard Butler—have become routine. The 
symbol for the Klan on the map near Spokane, in eastern 
Wttlimgtoa, fiH-ocampk^ refers to Kim Badymid, who 
ly relocated to the Northwest from Chicago, where his Klan 
fi^doa was dosdy associated with various Nazi groups. He 
il DOW dose to pastor Butler and the Aryan Nadons group 
in Idaho, at whose compound he has often appeared with the 
person represented on the map by the swastika cast of Port¬ 
land, Rkk Cooper, publisher of a newsletter called "National 
Socialist ^^ulguaId Report,'* who is proud to call himself a 
Nazi and would probably satisfy aoyone^s definition. Other 
visitews to the Idaho ocHnpound, whose Aryan Nations 
congress has b^n one of the central gathering points of the 
movcmeui for seveml years;* have included skinheads. Iden¬ 
tity Chrisdans, Fosse associates and so OIL An Aiyan mar¬ 
tyrs list saluted throughout the movement would include not 
only Robert Mathews, founder of the violent brotherhood 
called ''TbeOrdei;*’ whose death ina 1984 shootout with the 
EB.L on Whidbey Island, Wishington, is cotumemoiated by 
an umoal vigQ, but also Gordon Kahl, a North Dakota Posse 
bnner convicted of tax evasion who killed two federal mar- 
dials attempting to serve a warrant for probation violation 
in 1983 , and was himself killed in an EBLL shootout in Arkan¬ 
sas a few months latec. The mail-Ofdcr catalogues of the Chris- 
diii Iteriots, a Fosse group, and of the National Wnguaid, 
a ^fesl Viqpnia Nazi group begun by RockweB-foIIower 
William Picre^ not only offer mai^ seiectioiis in their spe* 
tT i HTffd areas (tougbly, Eureq^ean prefaistory and myth, in the 
case of the Nazis; the monetary system, in the case of the Pa¬ 
triots) but often overlap, featuring not only such classics as 
OuieCon Putnam's ihsce andMesson (which ts still winning 
oonmts)aiidHesiry!ord*s The/nfemorian^/ew (ditto) but 
such newer and highly influential tracts as The Hoax of the 
T\ee)Uieth Cen/u /7 by Arth^ Butz and i>W Six Million 
Really Die? by Richard Harwood. If there is a household of 
anadbcieirtofaiiy wingofthe mevement that does not have 
a copy of The TkmerDianeSt Pierce's fantasy of the violent 
overthrow of the US. government by patriotic guerrillas, I 
would be surprised (see excerpt at right). 

To the readers of these books, Jews are the force control¬ 
ling your bfe, blacks are genetically inferior and race mixing 
is the nearest thing to the end of the world this side of Arma¬ 
geddon. Although one group may start with the Jews tnd end 
with the blacks and another may stan with the blacks and 
end with the Jews, they are linked by the newer idea that blacks 
ure the latest woe that the Jews are heaping on the world. 
i 03 


These are not the only convictions held in common, of course. 
Hostility to homosexuals and aliens, to name only two other 
groups, is also universal, though reflected less in the current 
ideological libraries than in the streets. Bui it is above ah else 
the centrality of the Jew, even in the wake of the Holocaust, 
that makes me believe that “neo-Nazi*' is the proper label for 
the movcmcat in question. The quality of its hate and the di- 
ttetion of hs intentions go beyond what we have seen in Amer¬ 
ica before. As anomalous as it seems in a country tn which 
blacks are not only the primary historical but also the prima¬ 
ry daily victims of racism of every description, the Jew is, in- 


Front The Turner Dterfes 

Attgust 4 Ibdxy bu been the Day of the Rope—■ grim and 

bloody d<y, hvt u imivckiibl« one Tbaigbt, for the fint Hmg tn 
it tt qoicc and tooily pearefoi tliroufboat all of loutheni 
CmhfonsU. But the night t$ riUed wiih xiknt borroft; from teai of 
tbousuidiof taixippoM power poles, and trees throuaboot thii vast 
nKCropotiun area the grisly fotw 

In the U|hic4 areu 00 c tees tha everywhere. Even the Areet 
Dfni at uttenecdofii have been prened into tervie^ tod at prae- 
tically cmy ttnei oonw I passed this evmiiti on nty way to HQ 
thn wii a dangling corpse, four at ever y IntenccUoii. Hanging 
npm a singie overpass oidy about a mile fnHn here b a group of 
about 30, each with an identical placard aiouad hi neck bearing the 
pfiDtod Jcfcnd, *‘1 betiayed iBca" IW or three of that grevp had 
bees d e cked out in acadctnic n^bei before they were strung vp. and 
the whole batch are apparoiiiy Acuity memben ftm the neiity 
UCLA 

Id the areas to whidi we have oot yet restored deorkal power 
theoofpsei lie less vinbk, but the fedlng of honor in the air there 
b even wonc than in the lighted areas. I had to walk through a two- 
bSock-kxig. imUghted residefitul secEum benveeo HQ and my liv¬ 
ing quaiten after our unit merriTV g tonlghL In the mSAflf of ooc 
oT the mttifhled blodb 1 saw whxi appeared to be a pawn Stand¬ 
ing 00 the sdcwalk direcUy in fnm of q>& As I approndred tbe 
nkst figure whore feinues were hidden ki the shadow of a lane 
tree overhanging the sidewalk, it remained raodonloa, bkx^iiig 
my way. 

Foding some apprebensioa, 1 dipped my pistol out of its bolster. 
Then, wbm 1 was within a dorca feet of the flfUT^ whkh had been 
fiaxtg away fium me; it began turning slowly lowaM me. There was 
iOmething indreolbabty eerie about tbe movanent, and 1 ttopped 
m my tracks as the figure oontinned to turn. A dight bmxe tusded 
tbe foliage overhead, and suddenly ■ beam of moonHglit broke 
tfannigb the karei and feB directly on the ailattly turning shape 
before nre. 

The fine thing 1 taw in the moonliiiit was the plaoid with hs 
kget^ m laift; block lenen: "1 (kflled no iBce.^ Abore the pUia^ 

leend the bofribly bloated, purpliih feoe of a yncang woman, her 

lym wide open lod bulging, ber aoml] ggape. Finally 1 could make 
exit the thb, Mtkal line of rope disappearinf Imo the brei Kh es 

alxTvc. Apiweatly tbe rope had slipped a bit or tbe bfiDch to wtuefa 

it was tM had regged, until tbe wonun^s feet were restisig on the 
pavement, giving the uncanny appeaiance of a oorpae standmg 
upright of its own volidon. 

I shtkddered and quickly west on my way. Tbere ire many Ihou- 
sands of hanging fmak corpses Eke that in Ihii city tonight, aU 
wearing identical placuds around tbeir neeks. They are the Whhc 
wpmoi who wm mamed to or Hvtng with Blacks, with Jews, or 
whh other noo-wfaite maleL 


The Turner Diaries wm written under iht pseudonym A ndrew hfacdonaid 
by Pierce, a former physicist who left c univer^ty ieockmg pof/- 

tion ^O/ 0 in George Lineotn Rockwell in 1966 and subsequently screed 
CCS one of the leaders of the Americen Nazi Party end fts successors. He 
curfenily heads the National AtUcnct^ based in Wfeit Virginia, whichpub^ 
Ushes a monthly tabloid, Nitiomd Vanguard, as well as a number of 
books, inciuding this one. The Thrn cr Diaries is offered for sale by every 
far’right mail-order business in the Vniird Stares and is widety believed io 
Affvererveef os fAe model far the m;7iej of The Order Pierce was an impor¬ 
tant early influence on Robert Mathews. 
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creasingly, the uliimate target; and lest the logic elude you, 
it is that, out of fear of being recognized as a race themselves, 
the Jews have conceived and implemented a variety of politi¬ 
cal strategies, of which mtegiation is only the most offensive, 
designed to minimize racial differences in general. The sig¬ 
nificance of the historic shift on the far right from the domi¬ 
nance of the Klan to the dominance of the Nazi-influenced 
skinheads and others is in Fact predsely the linkage of blacks 
and Jews in an explicitly genoddaicontect. The cartoons on 
pages 92 and 93, a WAR video thai opens with a laugh track 
over a scene of bulldozers burying bodies at Auschwitz, 
the words of Rick Cooper (“When the people can no loag- 
er tolerate the Jews, those people who don’t bdieve in the 
Holocaust wOl want one; and those who do beiieve in the Hol¬ 
ocaust will want another one.. .. The noct Holocaust won’t 
be a hoax"), all emanating from the same source, have got 
to give one pausa However much some Jews, and some 
blacks, may now wish to part company, from the neo-Nazi 
viewpoint they are part of the same problem, as are gays and 
every other minority as well. 

T he reader would undoubtedly like to know how many peo¬ 
ple are involved, a point on which the available data are 
unfortunatdy not very good. Estimates made by the three 
monitoring oiganizadons mentioned above range from about 
10,000 to about 20,000 monben of these gnnips oadonally, 
with the organizations agreeing on a rule of thumb of about 
ten passive sui^rlets forevery hanl-coieiiMnibs—and thus 
a possible total of up to 200,000—and agieeuig as well that 
the numbers are conservative. The larger number; which by 
some counts includes an addidoiiai30.000 Christian Identi¬ 
ty rdlowen. is also presumed to todode the 100,000 or so sub- 
sciibcn to a Wsshington, DjC.>b8sed newsp^wr called The 
SpotU^t published by an ideologically gmilar but Aylisti- 
odly dissimilar far-ii^t organization, the liberty Lobby, 
founded inT957 by Willis Carto, who also founded the revi¬ 
sionist Institute for Historical Review and the contemporary 
Populist ftny, u wdl as the 44,000 pet^de who voted for 
the 1988 Populist presidential candid^ David Duke. 

As uncertain as the number of adherents is the number of 
mddeots of hate^Dodvated vioknoe that wt read about in our 
papers every day; everyone agrees th^ are dramatically in- 
creuing, but there are no rdiabk figures. With the exception 
of the A.DX., which issues an audit of anti-S^tic 
inci d en t s 0t432 in 1989, a 12 pe rc e n t increase over the pre- 
vknis 3 fear), most national organizations prefer not to quan¬ 
tify, bdieving that with the violence and the reporting 
parently increasuig siinultaneously, the situation is not only 
a social but also a statistical mesc and with a monitoring agen¬ 
cy in the Northwest alone reporting a 400 percent ovemll in¬ 
crease during the same year, this seems a reasonable inference;. 
The Kate Crimes Statistics Act recently signed by President 
Bush requiies the Justice Dqmtment to begin keqiing national 
statistics for the fust time, but since participation by state and 
local police agencies is voluntary—and certain acts, such as 
cross burnings, may in sonie cases be arbitrarily excluded—it 
is questionable how comprehensive they will be. 

More important than the number either of members or of 


incidents, however, is the relationship between the two—a 
matter that has scarcely begun to be discussed. While it ap¬ 
pears that most bate crimes are committed by individuals who 
are not associated with any organized group, the impulses of 
the member and the oonmember appear to be much the Mmi- 
If it is an exaggeration to say that every hate criminal is a po¬ 
tential neo-Nazi, certainly they give the leaders reason to hope. 
At the least, there iqtpcais to be i kind of multiplier effect 
whereby one thing leads to another, and the mere cdstenoe 
of the movement aOs as an gmbtmg force for the open ex¬ 
pressions of tadsm that, until ttcently, have tended to beun- 
dergiound. There is a dynamism at work here that any static 
accounting, whether of ’’members*’ or ’’inddents,” cannot 
reflect. Tbrn Metzger u one of the principal sources of that 
dynamism, as his television program dear. 

The Tom Metzger Show 

"Hi, this is Tbm Metzger, your host for Race andReason, 
the longest-ninning show of hs type on cable access TV, 
seen in approximately fifty cities across the United States, 
blazing a trail of real free speech, tiee speech for white work¬ 
ing people fora change Hace and Reason is an island of fnc 
speech in a sea of managed and controlled news .. 

The suit is brown, the shirt is blue, the tie is polka-dot, the 
voice is mdlow and the guest tonight is “Baxter the Fagan," 
a skinhead leader and mainsuy of the WARoiganiation who 
takes the “Pagan” from the andent Germanic tribal religion 
ofOdinism, of which he, like many neo-Nazis, is a follower. 

“Itmust have been tough, a white boy in New kbrk,” Metz¬ 
ger begins. “How does it work?” 

“I grew up in a predominantly white neighborhood,” 
Baxter replies. “The only blads around were in an orphan- 
agethat was very large at one time; but thence riots of the 
sixties took care of that—a coiqdeofndute victories here and 
there." 

Metzger does not question this logic, but continues: 

“But you gradually got out into the streets of New York?” 

“Yeah: The suburbs become boring. Especially to some¬ 
one with an adventurous spiriL Someone not held back by 
the Christian lie.” 

What did be find in the dty? Metzger wants to know. 

“Gangs,” says Baxter. “Iftnir drug gangs, youriace mix¬ 
ers, your white gangs who don’t know that they’re suptem- 
ists [sicj* but they are.” 

They discuss the Guardian Angels, who have interposed 
themselves between skinhesuis and antiiadst proteriers oc- 
caaons such as the gathering known as the “Aryan Wood- 
stock,” which Metzger sponsored in Napa, California, in 
the spring of 1989, not long before this tdevisioD session 
took place. 

“Is it true [the Angels] don’t encourage white boys and 
white girls to work together in a group?” Metzger asks. 

"It seemed that way to me,” Baxter agrees. “The white girls, 
they talk like Puerto Rican girls, they always have black boy¬ 
friends, it seemed like in a white couple the woman would re¬ 
ceive so much guff from the black guys about bow much of 
a racist she is not to let their black slime between her legs, 

-jOt 
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and the white guy would just be too much of a wimp to do 
anything about it/' 

What about Itahans, Metzger wonders. “Did you ever go 
around Little Italy?" 

“Oh, Mon Street, sure," says Baxter. “The Italians are very 
radally motivated people." 

“Ridally motivated”—sometimes either just "racial" or 

“motivated”—^is a phrase that recurs throughout the broad* 
cast. in relation to Baxter’s suburb (“the town I come 
ficra is still pretty ndally motivated”), once in relation to 
Howard (“the white people in New York are pretty la- 

d«lly motivated if not totally insane") and once in idation 
to tbe RussUns, thus: 

Metzgen Wc get a lot of mail from young people think- 
ing the milit^ is going to make a man of them, but when 
they find this tmnendous leaning ewer for blacks most of 
them want to get out as soon as they get in. What kind of de* 

feme is this mongreiired army going to give us? I mean, if the 

Russians lealiy did try to invade the US... 

Baxter "If the Russians really did try to invade the U.S., 
I’d probably be fighting with them.” 

Metzgen “That just lost as the V.EW. vote. But when you 
see a Russian submarine or ship coming in, they’re almost all 
white. You might see a Mongol.. 

Baxter “Or throw in an Armenian .. 

Metzger "But you never tee a nonwhite on a Russian sub." 

Baxter “Sur^ he’d be bilged before the day was up. The 
Russians are pretty motivated people, ftom what I under¬ 
stand.” 


rribe convcrsalioQ with Baxter identiries many of Metzger’s 

J. im m e diHte enemies a n d hi a hH afa ts some of his long 
thrmcs ^"sld nh cads who claim they’re white power but yet 

theyTI tow a bcancx chick or a half-breed gook or some epit¬ 
ome IQe that"; the conservative udiites in County who 

“technically conspired with the Marxists and lesbians and 
temoaauals &om San Fiaodsco” to stop the Napa concert; 
“*^**P * *Be frontlines that ate the ones giving us the most 
trouble ... so aren’t we leaDy in a white civil war?”—but 
there are many others. 


With Baxter’s wif^ “Monique Wrlfiag," head of a sup. 
port group known as the Aryan Borneo’s League; whose ac* 
hive included a clothing drive for famihes of fellow 
“ prison, Metzger discusses tbe ideal idadonship 
Arywi womeD ukd men, iiliicb Monique i fn as nei- 
therinftnofity nor superiority but as equality, “becauseonce 
jw have two counterparts working together you can’t Ioscl" 

"Isn’t there a move in this country that with the white male 

under attack given a special classification to white 
women and minorities to further split the white male and fe¬ 
male up? ’ Metzger offers, and Monique agrees, 
pother of her interests is ecology, which is Ukewise one 
refrains. “Tve noticed.” he prods, “that 
thc^s an increased number of young people in the white ra- 
aalist movement who are also quite interested in the ecolo¬ 
gy, protecting the a n i m al s from cruelty and things ij](e th^t, 
and it seems to me that as we are becoming more aware of our 


prtcanous state, the while man 
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, the white woman's, state in 


the world, being only about 10 percent of the population, we 
begin to sympathize, empathize more, with the wolves and 
Other animals/’ 

“ Wll, naturally," replies Monique. “They’re in the same 
position we are. Why would we want something created for 
ourselves and yet watch nature be destroyed? We work hand 
in hand with nature and we should save nature along with try- 
ing to saw otir race:*' 

With WAR newspaper movie critic Mike Kingsley on an- 
other program, Metzger discusses Jewish domination of 
Hollywood, and particularly films like JWtssusrppi Burning, 

which they agree is inaccurate on matters siidi as the repte- 

sematioii of murdered civil rights workers Michad Sebwemer 
and Andrew Goodman as white people when they were Jews. 
“I meai^ how many white people would want to go down 
^outb] inthe 196Qs... and help blacks integrate tbe sdiools 
when the entire state says, ‘No way’?” Kingsley asks. 

With WAR newspaper managing editor Wyatt Kaldenberg, 
one of a number of former leftists Metzger has recently re¬ 
cruited to his cause; Bob Heick, head of the San Francisco 
Nm Skinhead American Front; and his son John, who on 
this show runs back and forth between the set and the con¬ 
trol room, Tom relives thdr 1988 appearance on The Geraldo 
which ended in Geraldo Rivera's broken nose, observ¬ 
ing that the network had paid for the skinheads to fly to New 
York aty not once but twice for the program. “Sells a lot of 
50^ for those people, eh?" Metzger chortles. 

■^r^ho wafdKs teend JtoBOB say. Public- 

T¥ Bcccss TV is odtber a heavily viewed nor an effectivefy 

monitored segment of tbe television market, and the figure 
of fpty outirts that Metzger frequently uses on his broadcasts 
is his alonn Like many public-aocess programs, the show is 
ai Mteu nsh, at tunes to tbe point of parody, and a viewer 
diddag through the channels would be unlikely to stop there 
without a reason. But if Race and Reason has not directly cat- 
apuhed Metzger into the American living room, ft has done 
so indirectly, for Metzger was the first to notice that ^judi- 
dow use of the rules governing public access be could ere- 

ato in effect, a cable network that would generate at least the 

appearance of a national audience; and it is an Tp e wninrr 

that has in turn ipenied its own reality. Thanks in large part 
to tbe controversies surrounding tbe introduction of Itocrmuf 

Rearon into various dties, if not to the program itsdf.Meu- 

ger has appeared on such major television shows as 
The QpmA Show, Geraldo and CmsgTtrv, some of 

them more than once, often in the role of champion of free 
speech. Even when the controversial program is not Ms own, 
Mrtzger is apt to be called upon to defend the First Amend- 
meoL When the Kansas City, Missouri. Qty Council re¬ 
sponded to the proposed airing in 1988 of a Klan-produced 
program called Klansas City Cable by eliminating the a cces s 
channel, for instance, Metzger appeared on Oprah along with 
Klan member Etennis Mahon and A.C.L.U. attorney John 
Powell arguing that the program was constitutionally pro¬ 
tected. The precise role of these appearances in increasing 
Metzger’s following cannot be proved, but it has been noticed 
by the police in Portland, for example, that when Metzger 
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riil'JJi! ^nncction wtli court appearances for a law- 
(al»ut which more later), he is recognized when he walks 
down the street. 

•Wen, Pm a RadsP 

pereonableness that Metzger projects, at least on his 
«PP«n to be a genuine aspect of his charac- 

-L <««» with whom it would be pfcas- 

•nt to spend a Saturday montieg 

«*»*««* about Uxrfs, and be is, in 

fttt, <»e of the few leaders of the 
neo-Nazi movemeot who is also a 
“ember of the wort force. If wu 
«n (619) 723-W96 }ou get the 
WAR meuage fine, “Aryan Up- 
data;" eneotially the Thoughts 
of Cbazmiaa Tom, but if you call 

(619) 728-6224, the same voice asks 
you to state your business and pro- 

vtate wbatacr infomadon is le- 
Qniiod for h im to drop by your 

iKMito and offer a fire estimate for 
mpair of your stereo; antenna, sat- 
aOite dish, tdevisiao or VCR. A 

married man with *tx children, he 
Ii»« in a modest house in the La¬ 
tino lectkMi of ftObtook, north of 

San Diego, wfaoe his neighbors, 
who know his befieft, are among 

his customm, and his two yoon- 

gest efaSdrea attend public school. 

It is trae that the jn the 

ncw^iaper is vicious, that on 
Mtional tdeviskw Metzger has 
more than once apentaneoftsly 
revealed an u^y tenqwr and rttat 
his message fines are rifled with 
»»ch bate juvenilia as the “Anti- 
P^feca iioo League the “Jewnited 
Stalee -“nigjets" and “goofci 
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A Message From Tom Metzger 

Metzger, U Ceopool Oranda 
^ IS Wluta Aryan Rfitistanct Afl you wot^ 

less butanb m the House sod Souu, what are 

yo" Moved Ftaitagon 
pork barrel going to do fw you now that the 

^ toiJei? 

Wji are you plauniof to dertroy 
white workmg people in the U.S.T You jerks civ 
6fa nuural resourws. S 
touad bMt being destroyed, but did you ever 
stop to thmk that if you ,put aOowi^ e^ 
to enter the country^ 
^ these great things? Stop bringing 
m ^ toe$e Asians and make room for national 
Bozar a few miDioa Mcdcani and Central 
AmoKans ^th of the border and watch the 
•treetf get deaner overnighL On another issue. 
yM muttoo-headed bureauents, why do you 
the Jew Mosiad secret police full fieedoi^ 
^on A^ican ftom the leveatb floor of the 

dcM t te any otho- counjjy do it. You 
dnekahe^ wordnp the Jews to much you must 
6*^ hotel tn the t i i wi of aO your pants. How 

2^ TT up a real war 

«nnind for a cha^ a Jew war aimiaal by the 

'**1^5”*^ *^***®^‘his piece 

'“mating German men. 
wmoi^ tnd childrea dtiniig World U He 
rawurago militmy men to be even ^orc 
brutal to the ftJestmans. This is WAR. 




to think of a, a Hallow- 

tin j of 

bj^ also tn* that hii nnientimeatal, lad-b^ 

**“ ** «*ittnitiB«. that he has ayouthfiil en- 

h^Ptone <»iiv««tion revealed so little of the racist and 
fenror on which he is staldng his daim 

or his sense Of himsdf 
ijae^enough lo ponder aloud his contrary nature 

not sure St * do if I became popular?”) I am 

by time he «cused himself to take out the 
^ rumbling in the backgrouad- 
*^*«^had asked me. "Would you wmt your television 
by thia mzn7 I might well have said, "Why not?*' 

ble forts* *^‘’*^*y has undoubtedly made it possi- 
Metzger to stay in the repair business despite his views 


haw^n ^ political evolution, which appears to 

ha^ an .nner coherence that closely reflects his ex^rience 
C^I a conservative, once I was a liberal, once I was 
a liberty. I got sick of those labels, so even though I’m 
^t^ happy with labels. I finally said. ‘Well, I’m a racist.- ” 

^ University in 

^80J^t for the omission of the anti-Semitism that has 
ow from M early Christian Identity ministiy to his 
present atheism, the piog^ion given in his own summary 
is probably correct. 

' On« he was a Birchen "In the 
early sixties I was very depressed by 
the inroads of Communism. A lot 
of things they said made sense, so 
I became a Birch Society member. 

1 believe in activism. The Birch So- 
took the position it was stupid 

to be active, you're just supposed to 

read books. I don’t know. Maybe if 
you throw enough books at some¬ 
one you might hit ’em, and they’ll 
quit what they’re doing." Then he 
became a George Wallace support¬ 
er "When I worked for tbeWyiacc 

campaign, I did not percdvemysdf 

as a racist, even though they said 
anybody who worted for Wallace 

was. I was a rebel. I’se always been 
a rdiel, and tbe &ct of being a rrtid 

has pushed me in the di wyti f y n I'v® 
gone because when people called 
me a tadst and I wasn’t, rinally I 
just stuck my chin out and said, 
wefi. if you want it that way, I will 
b^ you know? And ru be the loud¬ 
est one you ever saw.” Eventually be 
turned to the fOan, closely associ¬ 
ating himsdf with the “New JOan" 

that emerged in the niid-1970s 
around David Dukt In addition to 
mariy joint activities with Ehike in 


... “anyjomtacnvitieswithEhilcein 
Califon^ including alOan patrol of the Mexican border to 
prevent illegal immigration, be helped manag .. Duke-, fim 
ectoial campaign, forthetouisiaaaSenato, in 1975, Buttbe 
to w mommt in Ms career so far appears to have been his 

Although dmoral activity was part of an informal con- 
seam hke-minded rightists nationwide, there is little 

doijta ^ M^er believed in what he was doing. “You don’t 
change having fiery crosses out in cow pastures,’* he told 
Jejoyra^re class in 1980. "You make change by invading 
toe of Congress and the Statehoust” In 1978 he won 
11,000 votes in a nonpartisan election for San Diego County 
su^ison m 1980 he won the Democratic primary in the 
43d Congressional District in California with 33,000 votes 
against a party regular hastily recruited at the last minute to 
retneve toe pany’s honor in a foregone race against the Re- 

10^ 
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publican raeumbcnt, Representadve Clair BiUBener. who beat 
M«gcr by more than 250,000 votes in the general election; 
J^in 1982 be won more than 75,000 votes in the statewide 
Donocratic primary for nomlnatioa to the US. Seaate.'lt was 
probably the 1980 primary that affected him most, for he won 
It m spite of levcraJ yean of open, highly publiciaed and fre* 
qwUy violent activities as bead of the California Knighu 
of the Ku IQux Klan. and he was technically entitled to a role 
m ^ C^omia Democratic Party, which the party decided 
to deny faun. One moment he could boast, “I found before 

pnmaiy that my parents, who were viating from Indiana, 
wCTqisrt by my Man activities and they went home in a huff; 
bw^ I wonh wu a wbolcdiffcrent tiiing:p»^^ 
pQww* licrt momeat he ww coduring a pmonaJ as well 
as a political rejection as he was taken fiom a Sacramento 
ineeting nxim by a sheriff following the unanimous vote of 
the state Democratic Central Committee to unseat him. 

*TUsl8 WAR’ 

political humiliation was not Metzger’s only nm- 

in wh« be often calls “the system.” Lj 1971. foUowing 
I*’“*“<« *oss«, be received a phone call from the 
Ali^y angry over the'WetnamWhr, in which he had 
t^ieve^ fnCTds-io angry, in fact, that he once coUaho- 
with leftists m staging a mock war crimes trial—he de¬ 
eded to resist paying his taxes. When he recounted to me the 

™o«nber I was standing in my kitchen, and I 
saii No, I don’t think I’ll have you audit me this year,’ and 
M was dence on the other end of the phone, and fmaUy 
lu* agent] said. ‘Do yon realize who this is?* and I said. *I 
ttodemand completely who this is, I’m throwing down the 

JPMil^ tte war is going to begm’’’-ft had rometh^ 

orthefed^ofaconverrion. From 1971 to 1975hcwasatax 
protester; lata; to avoid losing his home, be began paying 

oncmoact. A few years ago the I.R.S. canceled thccontraa 
IDO oea uiflflfd --* ;__ , 
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he <^to toe part of the story where he had to raise 
•MW immedtard y to save bis bouse, toe respect in his voice 
a«^ st^ me^for someone who is often ra- 
nore^l^recaved more than $I million in stolen money 
The Order--*! very leaL 

***“ acddental that the words and 

wbito Mrtzga responded instinctively to the I.R.S. 

^971 pl^so big a part in his politick vocabulary now. "I 
Boreal hal^ for the fowmment, which excels any kind 

«“&Pfc»«to^^^aay ladal groups. Bm I bawtoff^ 

tom all the aedit, because due to their actions against me 

toQrhare cimodm^” be says. When he ends his phone mes- 

i»«^th lus goblinish imprecation, “This is WAR.” he is 
oM Baling in ideological abstractions. It is “resistance to” 
•no “war on” the government that he mpa ns 

what WAR is, however, is a reasonable question, for 
Metzger IS ^ one of the world’s great hustlers. UnUke the 
Klan, which requires induction. WAR is not a membership 
wgamzation “WAR weais no uniform, carries no card, and 
toto no secret oaths; lit] doesn’t require you to dress up 
Md march around on a muddy sue«: [it] works the modern 
way.^^th thousands of friends doing their pan on the job. 


behind the ^encs. serving their race,” he proclaimed in in- 
ugura^ his Detroit phone line last winter. And with that 
defimuon. whether WAR should be called an org^^tion 
at all IS open to question. The television program and the 
nwspaper both come out of toe group centered around 
Fallbtook. and as for toe message lines, though they are ap- 

rities-Whshington. New York, 
Dallas and Oevcland. to name a few-how that fart should 
^ underetood is ^rhaps suggested by a recent plea on toe 

Seattle. This IS not an outfit with many resourew at hand A 

mc^e Ime i^If proves no more than the piesence of a sin¬ 
gle follower willing to bouse toe phone, and the same applies 
toRece Reason, which, according to cable regulations in 
most attes, requires only a single local sponsor to be shown. 
If suto an assessment can be comforting, however, ft also can 
be mwieading, for it appears that Metzger’s appeals are hit¬ 
ting tocij t^ets. There are thought to be at least a thousand 
more ski^cads now than a year ago; correspondence with 

c quarters as far from 

Fallbiook as Providence, Rhode Island; and in numerous 
ways, subtle and not, some of which will be later 

It IS obvious that his influence is growing. 

Further, while toe presence or absence of troops is of con- 
side^Ie interest to Metzgcr-watchers. it is not Metzger’s own 
chief concOT. A “Uninist" (his word) be sees himself as 
writing wto a “minority of dedicated people’ to create a 

fanatic^ ii^ structure’’until the historical moment is ripe 

for It to be heard. He is less interested in numbere than in 
toe i^through which the band of fonatics undemands tiie 
world He speaks as one under intense ideological pressure; 
Md although his royal “»w think” and trying" may 

in one sense be part of his hustle ft also scans to reflert a need 

to distin^h himself from toe rest of toe ladal movement. 
He IS against the Han, whose members he caUs “HoDywood 

soldiers, against ordinary consen«tives, who he believes have 

IM im^rtant decades “screaming ‘Communism. Commu- 

^ '^f»*fea=Mllywwentdowntfaetubes."aiidlieisagaiiist 

pidinary neo-Nazis as wdL His opposition to otoerneftWa^ 

IS patocularly important, for in qiitc of the “Aryan" in WML 
It IS ra his Injection of Hitler worship, which he believes has 
limited every American racialist sinoe George Liocoln Rock- 
jwh. that he^ taken his stand. A follower, instead, of toe 
Nazi i^caJ Gregor Strasser. who was occcittcd in toe R 6 hm 
purge in 1934. Metzger has taken from Strasser a combina¬ 
tion of socialist and intematioiialist ideas sometimes known 
as toe “Third Position" and. while keeping them fumly in a 
racialist fiMcirork, has given them a populist east. Where 
otocr racial leaders are apt to refer to toe white nee in gener- 
Metzger usually refers to the white working man, or work- 
mg person {he tries to mind his feminism), and toe Ameri¬ 
ca hero« about whom he has tried to educate his foUowers 
include Eugene Debs as well as Father Coughlin. Francis 
Townsend and Huey Long. Even more important than any 
economic ideas, which are rarely articulated, however, is Meu- 
ger’s sense of belonging to an international pan-Atyim move¬ 
ment, which is probably the closest thing he has to a politi¬ 
cal vision. “Most of us see ourselves as simply the beginning 
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of something,” he told roe in our phone conversation, describ¬ 
ing the American movement as part of an emerging global 
struggle of whites against blacks—an “Alamo of the white 
race” is how he put it—“buying time”- against the incursions 
of the Tturd World “for the Mother Continent of Europe and 
Russia to come to its senses.” He interprets the revival of 
anti-Sonitism in Europe as a sign that the process has started. 

In the end, however, what is necessary to ponder about Tom 
Metzger is ndtber his ideas nOT his organization but the ques¬ 
tion of how far he might get. Sim¬ 
ply as a matter of personality, be 
bat an obvious staying power, and 
as a petsonality in relation to a 
mmonent that is stirring both here 
and abroad, the moment to him 
seems full of potabilities. “Every- 
tfaing't going fine: The news is won¬ 
derful. Our brethren in Pamyat and 
in Eastern Europe and in Russia 
and the lion Guard are back. The 
French are jumping up and down. 

The British are esated. Everything’s 
moving in our direction ” be con¬ 
cluded in a taped message in May. Metzger is not an oppor¬ 
tunist but be is flexible, and since he has already changed so 
much, thse is no reason to thin a- he will stop. If an old idea is 
no longer serviceable^ he will get rid of it, and if a new idea 
is better; he will drag it in. If the skinhead vanguard at which 
he is presently aiming fails him, he will find another. If WAR 
ooHapees or is shut down, a “WAR II” will probably materi¬ 
alize. Today his program is “Race; Eotriogy, Economics,” in 
that oida; but tomorrow it cotdd be something else. Wiat is 
dearest about Ibm Metzger is that as long as he is alive and 
taQdng. be is Itkdy to have a foram. He wiD not be easy to stop. 

n. 

The prominence of Ibm Metzger in the ndal movement 
today is not the result of his talents alone: He has also out¬ 
lasted many of his competitors. Starting around the death of 
Gordon Kahl in 1983, and accelerating after the capture and 
trial of members of The Order in 1984 and 1985. the period 
of passive accommodation that bad relations 

between the federal government and the Klan throu^out the 
197(h drew to a dose. It was followed by a period of greater 
governmental aggressiveness, which rested primarily on the 
realization that, unlike the Klan, the new movement was di¬ 
rected in part against the government itself and was hence 
more dangerous—a faa that hs repeated declarations of war 
on the Zionist Occupation Government (ZOG), its term for 
federal authority, as well as the deaths of several law officers, 
made hard to niiss.‘The awakening of the Reagan Adminis¬ 
tration to these developments has not yet been adequately 
documented, but it appears roughly to have followed the tra¬ 
jectory of the movement itself from undergroimd to above 
ground, only a little behind. By about the iTud-1930s there was 
a definitive new policy: Patriotic bigotry is one thing, sedi¬ 
tion is something else. 


Since the successful prosecution of The Order on racket¬ 
eering charges—Order crimes included bombing, murder, 
amied robbery and counterfeiting, mainly in the Wbst—there 
have been a number of other important prosecutions of move¬ 
ment figures. T\iro Order members already in prison were fur¬ 
ther convicted of dvil lights violations for the murder of Den¬ 
ver radio personality Alan Berg (two othen were aojuitted); 
North Carolina neo-Nazi Klan leader Glenn Miller was con¬ 
victed of illegal paramilitary activity in violation of a court 
Older; and just this spring a group 
of Tbsu skinheads WHS convicted In 
Dallas of violating the dvil rights 
of minoiities by vandalizmg Jewish 
pT'^peities and chasing blacks and 
Latinos out of a public park—the 
first such federal antiskinbead ef¬ 
fort. According to sonioes indud- 
ing Barry l&>walsld, deputy chief 
of the Justice Department's dvil 
rights division, criminal section, 
and the successful prosecutor of 
both the Order and skinhead cases, 
investigatitms leading to other cases 
that the department hopes will restrain the skinhead move¬ 
ment are now under way. There has also been an increase in 
the federal intelligeace effort—practically nonedstent in the 
period of The Order—resulting in the interception in of 

three members of Idaho’s Aryan Nations group just before 
a planned bombing of a busy gay bar in Seatt^ 

Of all the cases brought so far, undoubtedly the most im- 
ptHtant was the 1988 federal sedition trial of fourteen neo- 
Nazis in Fort Smith, Arkans^ which, though an embanass- 
isg loss (all of the defendants were acquitted; one of them 
married a juror when it was over), contributed to a destabi- 
liring of the leadership and a derailing of the movement, at 
least for a time. One of the defendants, Aryan Nations pas¬ 
tor Rkfaard Butler; who is in his 70s, had byp^ surgery short¬ 
ly after his indictmsit in 1987 and basnet been as active smee 
the triaL although his connection with the WDuktbe bombers 
mentioned above suggests that be retains his influeocei Rob¬ 
ot Miles, another older defendant, a Christian Identity min- 
ister and former Michigan Klan leader whose fisrin has long 
been the rite of important gatherings of racists from around 
the country, has nf>t been as active either. KQcs hasbeenpre- 
oocupied since the trial with the illness of his wife; nid to haw 
been brought on by the strain of his prosecution, and has an¬ 
nounced that be will cease publishing his newrietter. “From 
the Mountain,” this summer. Louis ftwatn 43 old, is an¬ 

other important defendant now less in evidence. A former 
Teas Klan leader, who designed a computer bulletin board 
known as the Aryan Nations Liberty Net, which functioned 
with considerable fanfare though uncertain utility in the early 
]9S0s, Beam is likely to re-emerge, and with something more 
dramatic than the movement faxes and voice-activated mail 
system on which he is said to be working at the moment. The 
Fort Smith trial also brought to public attention the end of 
the careers of two other longtime neo-Nazi leaders, who tes¬ 
tified for the government: North Carolina Klan leader Glenn 

i£?a .. 


New Pledge of Allegiance 

1 pkdte iB^tnce to the ai« Of ZOG, tbe Zmk 
ist Occupttdoii CowimieiU of tbe tsraelie Sws, 
and to the peace lovmz marxist democracy for 
which it itioda, the number one itate under the 
And-Chrut, mtcraadonil, with Ebeny and justice 
for aE except for White ChnstUms. 

The Pledfo if vchintBry. bat fayone who rtfufct will 
be fan to Inehe Sutbednus for trial Tor the crime of 
Gaudde 


Xelphlwtes's sense o/humon F^rba wtsDavid Duke'sprai- 
dentiei esmpeign manager. 
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typical coward that stands 

ByWTE YOUR FRIENDS ARE,. 

beaten up by non 
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Nav-ncist cartoons /mu WAR. VbL 4 Sos. 4. S. anJ 6, «nd a comic strip fr^m off Arycn Youth Movcmcni UTiiW Student Union Jlitt. 

































July 16/23, 1990 


The Nation. 


93 



SOUKJD.*, i CAM'T WAIT 
TO Pftoouce >^UR MEW 

c. RAP tune * KhX the 

K WH ITfi OPPRESSOR V.. 
x\ C>Ar LITTLE Tewei* 
C-\ .1 ?. <50k1NA make 

> ^\ US A REAL- > 

SI \bumdle / y 


'; 1 V£ISJW 


c/> 1 SP?gJ 5 

wwc. 7 


^U* UAVT JiU 

rtiT Aj 

TUO oucis^-_- 


=IYAN YOUTH MOVEMENT . you'RE py^JAMiTT^iLinST^in^i^ 

ft—■ ( RIDJ yoo GOT A GREAT J 

O fZlIur^^ — 1 LAOW' AlJb A CABiil/%ilC 1 ■ Dtr/-* A _^ 


Trie Si>^ O'CLOCK 

news ! 















































94 


The Nation. 


July 16/23, 1990 


Miller, who baj:gained his way into the federal Witn^ Pro¬ 
tection Progmm in return for his eexsperation, and Christian 
Identity pmcher Jim Ellison—founder of an Arkansas com¬ 
pound known as the Covenant, the Sword and the Arm of the 
Loftl—who, like Miller, was formerty involved in paramilitary 
aedvides and has now joined him in the Witness Protection 
Program. Although other leaders, such as Coloiado Identi¬ 
ty minister fttc Peters, who sponsored a film in support of 
the Fort Smith defendants that continues to dnnilaie within 
the nkovement, and Arkansas-based Knights of the Ku Klux 
irbin chaplain ^om Robb, who organized other supp>oiting 
activities, continue to flourish, none has athibited the capac¬ 
ity to go beyond his immediate following to create a national 
cons titu ency. Besides Tom Metzger^ the most important neo- 
Nazi leader who has not been caught in a government net b 
Louisiana State Representative David Duke, whose relation¬ 
ship to the rest of the radal mavement can best be described 
as a *"front.” So different in style from most of the people dis* 
cussed hoc that the relationsMp is not at once apparent, Duke 
is, nonetheless, one of them: His roots go back to the same 
organizations as well as to the same ideas, and it is as an em¬ 
issary from the radsni of the streets to the racism of polite 
society that he has to be understood. 

TheChamelMD 

If Tom Metzger has positioned himself as far outside the 
syistem as it t$ possible to be without going to jail, the oppo¬ 
site is true of David Duke; who not only wants in but wants 
an the way in, prefembty as ftr as the White House. Duke is a 
fdfaisured, cooventioaally handwwwft aO-year-dd Oldaboma- 
bom Southerner who has been evading questions on narional 
telcrisfonsnioe be emerged as leader of the Knights oftheKu 
Kluz Klan in the mid-1970s—often, as a matter of fact, the 
tune qiiestfons. If the typed appeaxaiice by Metzger on Aloe 
andi^ason features the bogus exploration by host and guest 
of some of the higher intricacies of their common ground, 
the typical Duke television appearance is a pcrfunctoTy stand¬ 
off in wdiidi the host h mom interested m conveying his right- 
eemness than in tbeanswis, and the guest is more interested 
is coflVQiss his wi.nhtg sddicss is the questions. 

Snw«4hif>j of the misdlessiKss of these italeimites is sug¬ 
gested by a Duke iqrpeaisnx last foil oo A^BC News Prime¬ 
time Live with Sam Dooaldsos, in which to vrery question 

provided DCHialdson by his leseaRhen the answer was iavaii- 

abty a poihe denial. 

Donaldson: -\bu believe in the Nazi creed, in the Nasi 
views?” 

Duke: **8^, I certainly don't... 

Donaldson: “If... you don’t believe in [them], why do 
you teU people now that you admire Joseph Mengele?” 

Duke: “I don’t say that I admire him at all.” 

Donaldson; “You think that blacks are genetically infrn- 
or to whites?” 

Duke: “No sir. . . 

Donaldson; “You don’t? Well, then, why did you write in 
vour National Association for the Advancement of White 

HI 


People newsletter in 1986, and I quote, ‘Negroes arc lower on 
the evolutionary scale than Caucasians'?” 

Duke: “I don't think I said that, sir.” 

Donaldson: “You wrote it. You didn’t say it, I suppose.” 

And so on. 

“'Ybu said,” Donaldson continued, “ 'Jewish people have 
put the interest of race over the interest of the American peo¬ 
ple* ” dting remarks Duke made at a Klan rally near Clear¬ 
water, Florida. 



“I’ve been quoted tens of thousands of times by tens of 

thousands of pubUcadoiis-” 

“Did you say it? Do you deny it?" 

“Not in the way—I do think-” 

“Did you say it?" 

"Would you let me finish?” 

“Did you say it?” 

“Sir, I don’t think I said that... 

Duke eventually admitted to a different statement and 
changed the subject, though probably not before winning 
viewer support for his better manners. 

How Donaldson could sleep that night when he had utterly 
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failed to establish that his guest vvas not an ordinary racist pol¬ 
itician leading a backlash in a period of black progress but 
a racial thinker whose deepest ideologka] roots go back to 
the Nazi era is little short of a wonder of nature, but then how 
Oprah, Donahue or Geraldo (ran sleep when they have con¬ 
sistently provided the neo-Nazis with propaganda oppor¬ 
tunities possibly unrivaled since ^^iumph of the Will is a 
wonder loa For in the words of Jason Bory, a New Orleans 
investigative jounrahstwh^ of the few to get to the heart 


CtIBISTIAM VILLAIM 

SAME CHRISTIAN SOLDIER AS DESCRIBED AND OEPtCTEO 
BV JEWISH OSGAMIZATIONS IN THEIR HATE 6mUP RE> 
PORTS, AND IN THE JEWtSH-OONTROUEC MEDIA. THIS 
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of the matter of David Dukev "^Duke is buDding a political 
base, groundcid in Nazi master-race theofy, tioder the nos^ 
of acquiescent Lotiitiana SepobUcans**—and few people un* 
derstand what is happeningp 
The difference between the apparent Duke who regularly 
triumphs over superficial television hosts and the real Duke 
is less a matter of particular statements than of his system of 
thought. He has been so beguiling to so many interviewers 
over the years that the two words mof! frequently used to de¬ 
scribe him have probably been “Robert Redford,*' but a more 
telling comparison would be Dorian Gray, for be has one of 
those ageless faces upon which neither time nor ocperience 


seems to register; and, at least on film, he looks almost the 
same now as he did in his 20s. His ideas, too^ arc changeless, 
expressed in set phrases and sentences labeled by various re¬ 
porters as ^‘tapes ” ‘'mantras** and “songs,-* A perfect cjcem- 
plai of what Richard Hofstadter, in The Birajiafd Style m 
Ameriesn I^yiitics, calls a dcmi-intellectual, be has been a pas¬ 
sionate student of “radal science*' since a precocious encoun¬ 
ter with Carleton Putnam's Face mdtieason at age 13, R)r 
many years be operated a IQan bookstore in the New Orle¬ 
ans suburb of Metairie that offered such staples of the racial 
movcmoit as Hitkr^sLast l^stamerti and innumerable works 
on race and culture; like Francis l^ker lft>ckey*t Impertum, 
which have the status of classics within the nKwemeot but axe 
little known outside it. He sold the books through a mail¬ 
order catalogue; and, up to about a year ago, through his leg¬ 
islative office as well. 

His ideas appear to have come right from his bookshelves. 
*'I came to bdieve that race was the most important thing to 
dvilization in building a society and a nation. In fact, I came 
to believe the most important thing in the world was people— 
the quality of people; I came to fed our race was being over¬ 
come by the nonwhite world,” be told writer Patsy Sims, who 
mterviewed him for her book, 7^ JtTton, in 1976, He says the 
identical thing today. The implications he draws from thig 
conviction were perhaps best spdled out in a lament called 
^'America at the Crossroads ” which he published in his 
National Association for the Advancement of White People 
newsletter in 1983, '^Immigration,^” he wrote, 

along with notiwhite birthiaies will make wfahe peof^ a 
fmiiority toCiUy vutnerable to-tbe political, and eoo* ■ 
notnic win of blacks, Medcani, Puerto Ricaai^ Orient ^ . 
. tals. A iociEl upheaval is now bcgimuikg to occur that wiU be 
the hmcral duge of the Amenci we Im I shudder to con- - 
cemptite tire future under nonwhite occypatKMi; rapes, miir* 
das, robberies muliipUed a hundred fold, iOiteracy such as 
in Haiti, medidiie such as in Modco; and tyraaniy such as in 
Ibfoland. Am 1 an alarmist? Is my visioa unreal? An one has 
to do is look around this globe and see the TbtidWofUreali- ' 
ty Are whites holding every one of the nodiwhite countricf 
down, or are we in feet pumping biHiODi of doUan into than 
along with ewy techirekigM^ aid tbm the ¥4st cut laodno^ 

And DOW the Wat itself is gndualty being cnreloped by non- 
white immigration. The exploding numben of nonwhites are 
slowly wrtf^ing fonneriy white nations in a dark human CO-, 
coon. Shall a butterfly emerge, or the beast that has haunted 
the mins of evoy great white civilization that submitted to. 
invasion by immigration and radal tniscegcoation? 

Are blacks 1^ intelUgent than whites in terms of LQ.? 
“Sure," Duke told Hustler magazine in 1982. ”The average 
white and black have markedly different IQ*s; maybe 15 to 
20 points separate the two. Tve also beard the argument 
that blacks are much more intelligent than the lowest whites. 
But there are gorillas in this country with IQs of 90, higher 
than many people. That docs not make gorillas and people 
the same.” Is integration acceptable? “We’re totally opposed 
to [it]. We think integration has only caused haired and vio¬ 
lence between the races. Wc think the races should be sepa¬ 
rated—whether in this country or even outside the country 
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is something time will tell." Did the Holocaust take place? 
"Jews gaia certain advantages by promoting the Holocaust 
idea. It inspires tremendous financial aid for Israel. It makes 
cHganized Jewry almost immune from criticism. Whether the 
Hoio^ust is real or not, the Jews clearly have a motive for 
fostoug the idea that it occurred.” Whatever the subject, his 
opinions refer back to racist inteUectual sources ranging from 
Lotlrop Stoddard's Rising Tide of Color and Racial 
J*Balteier</£iTO/w, both published in the 192^ 

Wwwskarf, by Father Prsunatis. all of which be has sold. And 

be has even added to the Iheratuie himself with a pam phii-t 
called Who Ru^ the Media ?—excellent booklet.” the 
catalogue descnptioo says, "documenting Zionist control of 

Amoka's mass media, bow the contn^ was achieved, and the 

ramifications of this .alien domination,” one of his favorite 
themes. 

His program is as consistent as his principles, A subject of 
constant interest has been "racial betterment." WfeU over a 
*^*c*^s he advocated such eugenic iaterventioos as 
incentives for people with high I.Q.s to have more children, 
ud be stOl advocates such programs. His equally longstand¬ 
ing aidcinn of wdfare—that it encourages those with the low¬ 
est 1X^.3 to have the moR children—^is also mote eugenic 
economic “It's against evolution,” he says. "You must un- 
has warned, "that the white people arc becom- 
ing^a secood-dass citizens’ group in our own country.... 
Wre losing our rights all the way across the board. White 
massive discrimination in emi^oyment oppiortu- 
niti^ in scholarship opportunities, in promotions in indus¬ 
try, in college entrance eeaminatioas.” On the ntrface. such 

artatcmoitcouldbetheidatformofaninibeialbutstillle- 
iMinate white polMdan willing to tilde this or swap that for 
a art on the minority assktance programs that have been of- 

food as a lesutt of tte ervO rights movemeat, but in Duke's 
case Its racialist roots giw it a hidden meaning 

The emotional forces bdimd Duke's ideological fixations 

are beyond jouinalistic reach, bat it is hard to resist the spec- 

ulMkw that the i»eed to outdo a conservative ftthot who spent 

over adecadc away fiom bomertile Duke was growing up, 

have played a part. The family moved a lot when he was ' 
a^ before settling in New Orleans in the early 1960*, pos- 

*iWy ^Iso cteatiitg a need for mtemal otte to counter the 
extemddu^ there is not enough bk)gxa;diieil evidence to 

tqr. His political constancy appears to ooodst with an often 

remarked incoiutaney. not least of the heart. One has to won- 
dq wto his black nanny; Piokfe. who atedioait mt tahu 

wito his femily, would s^ if the could see htm'now. His wom- 
aniriitg was wdl known in and out of the ladal inovement 
long before his ^voice in the early i9Ms; he has a history 
of troubled relations with colleagues^ and in other personal 
too, be appears to have difficulty tnainiaining ^ 
fixed course. Widely reported to be highly obsessed with his 
health—he lifts weights and chews vitamin pills and health 
foods—he is also concerned about fais image, and. a war din g 
to Metzger at least, has already bad a face lift. Besides arti¬ 
cles published under his own name, be has published pseu- 
donymousjy in fields ranging from the martial arts to the en¬ 
vironment, including a sot manual that tells women how to 
Hi 


please men. Whatever his successes in public encounters and 
with crowds, in private relations he seems to leave a sense of 
uneasiness behind. 

That slipperiness does not affect his constituents, one of 
whom, asked recently before television cameras why she idol¬ 
ized Duke^ replied simply, “Because he hates ruggers," but h 
botbm some within the racial movement, who often wonder 
rtrther thqr can trust him or not. Metzger, who says, *T don’t 
go out of my way to attack David Duke because he contains 
the seeds of his own destruction,” calls him a chameleon. 
"Snake oO," says Rick Cooper, the Portland neo-Naa. “He 
can wriggle out of any question.” His newest colleagues ap¬ 
pear to share this view. A fellow Louistana legislator said re¬ 
cently oil natrorial television, “David Duke wfll look mtb your 
Q«s and lie and «pect you to bdieve it. He has a warped 

of what reality is,” evidently without fear of contradictiorL 
Whether these attributes are liabilities or assets for an ambi¬ 
tious politidan can be argued, but with his smooth ortcrior 
(^ncealing so many anomalies of character, it is hard to be¬ 
lieve there is no portrait of him somewhere, rotting away. 

The Candidate's Itesam^ 

Whatever Duke's personality, he has always been on the 
move. An activist as well as a reader, he seems to have spent 
the years following his Putnam epiphany searching for 
the correct orga niz a t ional form to express his convictions: the 
Han in high school; the White Youth Alliance; which he 
formed when he was at Louisiana State Univeisity and which 
became affiliated with various RockweU-relatod splinter 
groups in college; and after graduation the Klan the 
base from which he made his initial national im pa rt Duke's 
leadership first of the Louisiana Knights of the Kti Klin man 
and then of its national office was important for several rea¬ 
sons, not least his recruitment of some powerful men, inchid- 
ing Metzger in California. Louis Beam in Texas. BQl Wilkin¬ 
son in Louisiana and Don Black in Alabama, many of whom 
rernain central to the racial movement today. Dula also mod¬ 
ernized the otganiz^on, welcoming women and 
for the fust time; dressing in suite rather than robes and call¬ 
ing falmself "National Director” of “Imperial Wiz- 

^ auspices, the Klan oonducted a military 
oiganizi^ drive that made itself fdt at Camp Pendleton in 
Califonua, at Fort Hood in Tkxas and in the Navy, and eepe- 
lienced something of a general revival as welL 
In 1980, in pan because ofa sniggle with Wilkinson, who 
was naming the Knights of the Ku KJux Klan’s Louisiana 
branch, Duke left to form the National Association for the 
Advancement of White People, which he described then, as 
he does now, as a "dvU rights lobby for white people” and 
which be has used in his match into mainstream politics. That 
effort began in 1975, when he won about a third of the votes 
during an unsuccessful statewide run for the Louisiana Sen- 
ate in the campaign assisted by Metzger. He ran a g«tn with 
similar results in 1979 but clearly did not lose the taste, and 
in the late 1980s he began a new electoral phase. In 1988 he 
ran for President in the Democratic primaries in a number of 
states and, when that effort coLapsed, as the presidential can¬ 
didate of the Populist ftrty, a campaign backed primarily by 
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the party’s otganizaiioual alter ego, the Liberty Lobby. In Feb* 
niary i9g9 hc was clccltd to Uic Louisiana legjslatuie from 
Metairie as a Republican and, although he lost a bid for the 
party's official nomination, he Is now running in Louisiana’s 
open primary as a maverick Republican for the U.S. Senate 
seal held by Democrat J. Bennett Johnston. 

What is important about Duke’s political biography, how¬ 
ever, is that although it is usually r^iesentcd as a succession 
it b actually more of an accretion. On the course from his 
wbrfescenl Klan membership to his present Republicanism, 
Duke H** touched all the important bases of the racial move- 
meot in the United States and abandoned ndnei His tdadou- 
ships srith formter associates such as Metzger and Beam might 

not be what they once wer^ but they are not known to be bro¬ 
ken either, and Duke's poUtieal entourage is fiiU of familiar 
Bkcs. When be announced his Democratic presidential bid 
in Atlanta in I9gg, there Cheering him ou was Dod BUck. the 
Alabama Klan leader, who is best known for his role m a neo- 
Nazi/Klan attempt to overthrow the government of the island 
of Ekrminica in return for land for paramilitary training 
f-rnpt Black was technically Duke's successor in the nadon- 
i] gni ghtt of the y if V and is married to Duke’s former wife. 
Also at the announcement were Daniel Carver, then the Im¬ 
perial Wizard of a diRerent Klan prghnizaiion, the Invisible 
Empiit,and such old-line racists as Ed Fields, founder of the 
Hadonal States Rights Party and editor of its paper. The 
TTamderbott, with which Duke had some connection as long 
ago ai college 

In addition to Black, whose political life began as a Rock- 

wdl foQowei; Duke is also actively anodated with two other 

men whose Nasties go directly to the time of George 
Lincoln Rockwell: James Wunen bead of an and-Semitie 
diurcli, newsletter and btmk publishing opoadon known 
as the New Christian Crusade Church in Metairie; Louisi¬ 
ana, who began as an infonnadon oHioet for the National 
Socialist White PeopleTs Party, the successor to Rockwell’s 
American Nazi Party, and Ralph Rarbes, head of a smi- 
lar opendoD in Aricansas caU^ the Sword of Christ Good 
Newt Mimstry, vdio started out as the to<alled commander 

of the American Nazi Paity’i western division. Whmer, a 
itwigriTM partner of Duke in the book busiiiess, resumed 
a r up t ure d rdationahip with him to assist in his legisladve 
campaign and in January 1990 served at an elected Duke del¬ 
egate to the L 4 >«»*ian« Republican convendoii. Forbes, who 
recently made an uneipectedly strong bid for the GGJP. nomi¬ 
nation for lieutenant governor of Arkansas, is publisher 
of a newspaper called 77re Thifh, whose inaugural edition 
(January 11W9) announced in banner type; “Good News 
America: There Is a White Christmas in Your Futurei”: sold 
Rockwelliana as well as many other items of neo-Nazi mem¬ 
orabilia, such as “Musik of the Afrika Corps”; included 
several pages of “satire” calling Michael Dukakis "Michael 
Dukikiz,” piesendng Willie Horton as I.R.S. commission- 
. cr and Rabbi Meit Kabane as chief justice; and featuring a 
mock pledge of allegiance to ZOG, presumably to illustrate 
the fate America so Darrowly escaped (see page 90). Forbes 
was the director of Duke's 198S presidendal campaign. So 
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dense and long-lived are Duke’s Nazi associations, in fact, that 
you would think the only way he could escape them would 
be through rcmcanutioa. Like the Ficdoaal Generel Guzman 
in Lawrence Thomton’s novel Itnaginbig Argentine, Duke 
"lees history from the time of the Romans to the rise of Hit¬ 
ler as a dark age in which men and women of many nations 
became philosophkaay perverted, denying the necessity of 
■ fiQgk.ounded vision, of the purity be bdteves Hitler saw 
embraced u fiercely at a wild-eyed iwophet... on a 
whidy owuntaintop.'* Like Guzman, too, he "has met secretly 
in h eavily guarded bouses deep in the jungje, or in cafes in 

tiny villages where he has looked across the table at Meogde 

and lesser opouents of that dream which be feeb more than 

ever was defDed tv the fiunt of bean, the women in man's tpir* 

rt," co mmunin g with his mentors—if only, in Duke’s in 

bis dreams. 

How much Duke’s present admirers uiKlerstand of his 
vision is open to quesdon. His ^mpatyn literature avoids 
obvious racialist formulations whOe bluntly attariring the 
"iU^himate welfare ratCi.'’ minority set-asides, ill^ immu 
aratioo and affirmative arfion ifi Iangii«jPfW{ |pwl t/f pjwal 
to the"middle-dass, productive^ American. The Louisiana 
Coalition Against Racism and Nazisin. wtudi follows Duke 
ciosely, believes be has been successful in detaching hi* past 
from his present, foBoaving a "dual strategy” by whiAi “in 
pvdMie he promotes moderate oooscrvitisiii, keyed to racial 
iisiin,” while ".within his activist ciidt^ be continues a sec¬ 
ond ca mp a i gn, a shadow campaigii, [enibodying his] long- 
tenn design, his dream of a geakically cngiiieeRd super race; 
bora into editeoce by a legion of white supremacists.** 

As oidilcdy as it seeois tbit any American ptriitidan with 
emi a bint of such a vision could get very fai; the fact is that 
Duke is doing weO. Rir his legislative campaign from tiny Me¬ 
tairie more than $13Qj,000 came in from suppmteis around 
the ommtiy, and his Smme laoe has raised moie than S700.000 
■o ^ He has amatimg list of about 30,000 donors. A poll 
co nunisii ooed hf thiee-tenn Senator Johnston shows Duke 
vfrh a 9& percent name recognition &ctor compared with 
^^*bnitop*n>wn 88 pciceat. Gepgal poOs show Duke r »rmin£ 
with about 25 percent of the public’s support, wtU of 

the official Republican candidate; Stale Senatm'Ben Bageit, 
though far bdiind the 00 percent of Demoermk incumbent 
JcdmttoiL Snee 26 percent of Lomstana's votm are Uack, 

Duke WDufai need 70 percent of the white vote in order to get 

to WuhingtoiL 

Throughout his career; Duke has consistently done Kf*t *T 
than people havenpected. His staff points out that two days 
befmhe won his legialazive seat polls ibowod him running 
bdiind, and concludes that people are rductant to teQ poll 
taken ^dr true opinions—a view shared ly reporters, who 
are seeing large crowds on the eam p ai gn trail. A 
phenomenoD may be occuniog at the legislature, where the 
House, against all predictions, passed a Ehike-sponsoied anti- 
affinnaiivc action bill at the end of May, a development that 
left opponents so nonplused that one of them, searching for 
nplao^ons other than that people agreed with the bill’s con- 
^ts, dted the full moon. According to recent reports, Duke 
is also finding himself increasingly more welcome in the New 
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Orleans social and poliUcal establishment. With each step 
forward, the possibility of the Republican Party mobilizing 
against Duke decreases. Like other ideological politicians, he 
may sell out as he moves up—but then again, he may not. The 
only thii^ that can be said for certain is that as long as David 
Duke is in elective office—any office—the gap between the 
racial movement and oonventional politics will get narrower. 

UL 

At 1:30 on the morning of Novend>er 13,1988. in a peace¬ 
ful residential neighborhood in Portland, Oregon, Kenneth 
NGesh^ Kjde Brewster and Steven Suassei; slonbcads, cnootin- 
tered Mulageta Sentw, Wondwosen Tesfaye and Hlabun 
Antneh, Ethiopians; the skinheads had a and Senw— 

the description of whose wounds makat fthtntng leading_ 

died. The contents of the skinheads' apartments, searched 
shortly afterward, make equally g hilling reading—bats and 
dubs in on^ the latest racial propaganda in another, a veri¬ 
table Ubrary on the rise and fall of the Third Retch in the 
third—all used by the district attorneys to prove what, from 
the momeiit the police first arrived at the scene, hardly any¬ 
one besides other skinheads has ever doubted: it was a 

ladally motivated attack and not a street fight that got out 
of hand and brought about the death of Mulageta Seraw. 

The Portland story is worth because both local- 

^ ly and natronaDy it marked the beginning of j new realiza¬ 
tion that when you see a bunch of black-jacketed, heavy- 
booted storm troopcis on TV, you might not be waldiing a 
Wjrld Wtf II film; it eould be tbe evening news. The three 
skinheads arc in prison—Mieske; who pleaded guilty to mur¬ 
der; for a minimum of twenty years; Brewster and Stiasser, 
who {beaded guflty to manslaughter, for a miniintim of ten 
and nine years, respectivriy—but the case has acquired sym¬ 
bolic status, and neither within the neo-Nazi movement nor 
among iu opponents has it been forgotten. Mieske and 
Brewster are now defendants in a $10 million civil lawsuit 
brou^t jointly by the Southern Poverty Law Center and the 
Anti-Defammion League on b^alf of Straw’s estate; a suit 
that by linkiiis tbe Portland skinheads to Tom Metzger, John 
Metzger and the WAR oiganizadon is frankly intended to put 
Metzger out of busiiKss. Such a result was adiieved by a sim¬ 
ilar suit won by S.RL.C. attorney Morris De« in Alabama 
in 1987, wiiich, by obtaining a S7 million settlement from the 
United Klaos of America for a woman whose son was mur¬ 
dered Iqf monbeis of tbe Klan, effectively shut it down. 

Tbe forthcoming Portland trial has both political and con- 
^tutional implications. Metzger was not in Portland at the 
time of the murder and he did not know the three skinheads— 
facts that Metzger, who is acting as his own attorney, has 
already pointed out. Whether the doctrine of "vicarious lia¬ 
bility” of an organization for the aos of its members, appUed 
in tbe Alabama case, can be applied in the case of a nonmem- 
bership org an ization like WAR will be an importani question. 
Metzger is resurrecting the defense of the skinheads before 
tbrir plea bargains that Seraw’s death was the accidental out¬ 
come of a street brawl and therefore there was never any con¬ 
spiracy for Metzger to have been part of in the first place. The 












’ jufy 16/23,1990 ■ _ Tbc ?feU:ion. _^w 

S.P.L.C. maiatains that Metzger sent agents to Portland to 
recruit and encourage the skinheads, thus creating the 
liability, of which more below. How far the inflammatory 
material in the WAR newspapers read by the skinheads is pro¬ 
tected by the First Amendment will be another important 
issucL Although the A.C.L.U.. which Metzger originally asked 
to represent him, turned him down, both the A.C.L.U. and 
the National Lawyers Guild have now entered as friends of 
the court, but on opposite sides. In yet unwritten briefs, the 
A.C.L.U. will argue that much of what Metzger has written 
and said is constitutionally protected and should be excluded 
ftom the tria4 the Guild tl^ “hate tpeedi” such as Metzger*! 
is different from “political speech,'* Is not entitled to consd* 
tudonal protection and is admissible. Given the weight being 

marshaled against Metzger, the stakes in the Portland trial aie 
high. If Metzger should win, his podtion will be greatly 
strengthened; and the effectiveness of the S.P.L.C. and the 
A.D.L. will be correspondingly reduced. As the briefs of 
tbc lawyers become the reference point for what did or did 
not actually happen, innumerable details are Ukdy to be lost. 

In particular, because of the lawsuit's emphasis on the role 
of Metzger, thestoiy of the skinhead movement in Portland 
before WAR’S involvement may wdl not be fiiUy told. The re¬ 
lationship between local and national organizing in the racial 
movement today, however, is far too important a subject to 
be left to the courtroom. Whatever else nuy be forgotten in 
the national effort to curb Tom Metzger, it is esicnfifll to re¬ 
member the local reality that before be ever attempted to or¬ 
ganize skiiibeads, tbc skinheads bad organized themselves. 

The history of the infiltiadon of Portland’s youth culture 
by Nazi ideas is difficult to document in detail« for it took 
place laigdy unnoticed by oduhs in a handful of chibs pop¬ 
ulated by people who were better p a i tidpan t s than they were 
observers, but from conversions with a variety of odook- 
cR, as well as firom police records, newspaper accounts and 
other soutces, at least a rudimentary outline emerges. The 
skinhead aiqieaiance in Portland seem s, loiiily spealo Ty , 
to have follcwed a pattern established earlier in San Rands- 
co, where^ in reaction to the vagudy progressive or at least 

oppodtkmal culture of punk, a group of moodans and their 

foUowen became steadily more *‘hanl'«(»i' driving tbem- 
sdves through a succession of musied and penonal changes 

until they arrived first at the styde and eventually at the sub¬ 
stance of British radst bands such u Sktewdriver, whkh are 

ecplidtly assodated whb the fascist National Ftont. 

la Portland a key event seems to have been a 19S6ooneert 

at the Pine Street Theater featuring the leftist—in punk 
terms—bill of Cheetah Chrome from Italy, BGK horn Bd- 
gium and MDC from San Ftandsoo which was broken up 
by a gang of fifty skinheads aimed with bats, pipes and 
knives. The Cheetah Chrome concert was not the first mass 
appearance of the skinheads. From the early 1980s on, there 
vrere a rising number of brawls, beatings and slashings, di¬ 
rected not only at competing musical factions but at random 
customers, employees and passers-by; an atmosphere of in¬ 
timidation became general; and around 1985, after a failed 
effort to protca its admirers from violence stimulated by fol- 
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Icwers of a racist heavy-metal band called Lockjaw, one of 
Portland’s most popular punk bands. Poison Idea, even 
stopped playing. Things never went as far in Portland as they 
did in San Francisco^ where, in 1985, after one too many skin¬ 
head/punk confrontations, the owner of the city’s most fa¬ 
mous punk club, the Mabuhay Gardens, closed it down. But 
after the Cheetah Chrome concert, the skinhead movement 
grew in both numbers and influence, and it began to domi- 
nase the scene. 

Tbe sources of this new Zeitgeist 
were more than musical. If the in- 
fhiesces that set the stage for tbe 
mmderof Seisw could ever be fully 
charted, first among them would 
IMobably be tbe drama of The 
Order and particularly that of its 
fouDder, Robert Mathew^ whose 
escape the F.RI. at a t^rtland 
motd in November 1984 and death 
in a flaming house on Whidbey 
Island. Washington, in December 
were part of the city’s psychic land¬ 
scape during that period. Math¬ 
ews’s eomple so moved at least one 
local skinhead that he included a 
talnte to tbe fallen leader on tbe 
jacket of his band's next record, 
along with a salute to Adolf Hlt- 
kr. Of the many neo-Nazi leaders 
whose names surfaced regularly in 
the papers in oonnecdon with the 
dembe of The Order and the trial 
of its survivon in Seattle in 1985. 
the dosest to Portland geogiaphi- 
cdly waspasim’ Rkiiard Butle^ whose Aryan Natrons efaureh 
in Idaho bad aRernatdy stimulated and bored the original 
Older members. When the assemblies of £u-rlgbt ideologues 
knom as tbe Aryan Narioos congresses resumed in 1986, fol¬ 
lowing an mtetruption during the Order period, skinheads 
horn Portland were among thore in attendance. Butler also 
maintains a "prison ministry” and in that way attracted the 
aOciiince of Kenneth Miesk^ a popular flgure in tbe Port¬ 
land rock scene and lead singer in a bate metal band called. 
Machine. Mieske returned to tbe dty in the summer of 1987, 
from a stay in tbe state penitentiary for petty theft, as a com¬ 
mitted white supremacist. Still another presence was Rick 
Cooper; who had moved up fram Cahfomia in 1985 and grad¬ 
ually began plqnng a subtle role in making young skinheads 
more aware both of their Nazi political and ideological heri¬ 
tage and of one another. FinaDy, among the elemenu contrib¬ 
uting to making Portland fertile ground should probably be 
counted a continuing infusion of new skins, many from Cal¬ 
ifornia, who. drawn by the city’s perpetual reputation as a 
place to do on^s own thing unimpeded, began drifting in and 
doing it as early as 1986, much as their unshom pr^ecessors 
had done before them. 

Tbe dearest marker for the emergence of the skinheads 
from the dubs to the streets is probably early 1988. when ideo- 

n? 


togical links between such acts as the desecration of a syna¬ 
gogue and an attack on a homosexual couple ted police to 
begin keeping records: 

S "Black male victim is assaulted and called ‘nigger’ and 
‘jungle bunny’ by three members of Youth of Hitler." 

S "Business was burglarized and vandalized. The sus¬ 
pect frainted ‘Nazi Rule, White Power, Die No Name Jew, 
Die Nigger Lover. White Rule'. ” 

{ “A note saying ‘Niggers get 
out* was left on a [white female’s] 
car parked in front of her home. 
The WF claimed to have seen skin¬ 
heads in tbe area and is willing to 
press charges. She is dating a BM 
[black male] and fdt the note to be 
spedfic harassment.” 

On March 10.1988, an event oc¬ 
curred that for the flrst time fo¬ 
cused public attention on what was 
happening in tbe streets. Hrxtk- 
Seog (Sam) Chin, a native of Sin¬ 
gapore married to a white woman, 
was leaving a Thai restaurant in 
downtown Portland with his wife 
and child when be was set upon by 
three skinheads who shouted. "Go 
back to Hong Kong” and "Get 
out of our country,” called his 
daughter a “fucking slant” and de¬ 
nounced his wife as a "race tiahor” 
for being married to someone non- 
white. Portland police have had 
their own collisions with minorities 
at tim«. but when one of the skin- 
beads conttnued his tirade even after his ariest by insisthig that 
the Uflited States should cxdude Asian visitors and trade, it 
was deaiiy too mudi. "I suggested before he talked about 
business & trade maybe be should get w education,” notes 
the artesting ofricer’s report. Concern about this and other 
skinhead incidents, ioitially confined to tbe police; was soon 
widely shared. Coverage in tbe daily The Qnegoiuon increased, 
and in mid-May a lengthy article in WUtamette Week took a 
riose look at a neo-Nazi skinhead gnn£ called POWAR (Pres¬ 
ervation of the- White American Race). Shortly afterward 
memben of the gang appeared live on tbe Sunday evening TV 
show JZnvR Halt, a program of the ABC affiliate KAIU-TV 
and an important local forum. 

The ThwiHoffpragram deserves spedal attention, for un¬ 
like its nmional counterparts it features real discussion, and 
it r ep r e se nted a iaigriy siacere attempt os tbe part of the skins 
to communicate with tbe public in a reasonable fashion. It 
occurred nearly half a year before Scraw’s murder, and may 
also suggest something of the state of mind of skinheads in 
other areas where organizing by a sophisticated national lead¬ 
ership has not taken place. Pressed by the moderator to ex¬ 
plain themselves, the dozen or so skins produced a stumbling 
but plainly heartfelt array of staicmcnis—"I’m standing up 
for what I believe in, fighting for a cause”; "we’re trying to 
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unite the white people": “we want our culture to still be 
here for future generations, we don’t want to lose it”; "to¬ 
day we have a lot of black history, African history, thing s 
like that, but no awareness of what it means to be white; 
we’re human too/’^^hat in the confrontational atmosphere 
of Cenldo or Oprah would have sounded deliberately pro¬ 
vocative or else rhetorical, but which here became the ex¬ 
pressions of an uncertain sense of cultural and individual 
identity. 

The program’s most intense moments came as a result of a 
demand by the preadest of Rstland’s poliae imkm, not noted 
for his liberal views, to know just irtiat role Nazi ideology 
played in the POW\R organization. "A is one thing,” ■ 
he said, shaking with a palpably generational rage; "but these 
young people weren’t even around when f^ild U «as 
fought].... In a local newspaper they a picture of this 

ymng lad here standing nect to a swastika- ... Now to have 
that swastika h a n gi n g on the wall nod to an American flag 

is a damned insult-There’s a lot of white people that were 

killed in that war, not necessarily blwks or Aaans or Jews as 
the case may bq they were just a lot of American aoldieis re¬ 
gardless of race killed in that damn wan and if {the sidnbeads] 
have adopted the phflosophy of the Oestapo kind of people; 
they’ve adopted a very dangerous phUosopliy.’* Ikkcn iq) by 
the moderator, who itemized the miUtaria in the photo in 

question, induding a Nazi battlefield flag with the Iron Ooss, 
a Hhler T-shirt worn by asldn who was also on the program, 
the death’s head symb^ of the S.S. and various swastikas, ■ • 
the ioventory didted reqwiisra fonn several qq the.' 

program. ... 

S Kelly, a handsome; soft-spoken young man who was ^ 
FOWAR’s more or kss oftkial spokesman, said: *'Tbax in 
various symbds of the white man’s attempt to be pure: the ' 
swastika, the Rebd flag and so on. ^ do not iuppoit the 
Third Reich attitudes foi; say, genodde or the ortenni- 

nation of a certain race in any way.” .... 

S Michellq a 21-year-old heavily wnoman, who 

noted that she had a skin for about five years, said: *T 
don’t agree with those philosophies in the sense of violence 
and eetermination but there are p hilf>gfiphifw from rhn» era 
that we all c l a im as having something to do writh the prewr- 

wion of the adiite race. ^KVve taken somethmg ftom the past 
and fine-tuned it toward tbe future.”, 

S John, a younger skin ftom Salem, Or^on, said: "0.iC.. 
nt that point our country was divided. Half of our country 
was for Germany and half of our country was far England 

Because of our Presideat, we went with ^igland. If it hadn't 

happened that way. who’s to say if it would be immoral for 
us to have a swastika beside an American flag?” 

"So you’re saying the coun^ was half-dtvKkd? " asked the 
astonished moderator. “Do recall the vote in rnng r y;^ 
to declare war on Germany? It was 535 to I,” 

“\fcs, but that was because of the beliefs of our Congress, 
who was in office at that timq” replied John from Salem. 

WAR Move In 

The POWAR show had important consequences, not the 
least of which was that skinheads were suddenly famous. The 


gang itself, accused by other skins of undue moderation—and 
thus of giving the movement a bad name—had its "asses 
kicked when it returned to the street, one skin told me. It 
was soon defunct, but other groups crystallized or became 
more active, and incidents multiplied. It was approximately 
then, in the summer of 1988, that the Portland scenq with 
iu rising number of recruits, seems to have « rt ra n wl the at¬ 
tention of Tom Metzger, who began in effect to compete with 
Butler for the allegiance of the Portland skins. Thanks to the 
sponsorship of Rick Cooper, who arranged the Tbwn Hail 
program and many other media appearances for local 
Race and Reason began its regular airing on Portland ra b l f 
teleristonin July 1988; at some point in this period, Metzger’s 
son, John, in his capacity as president of the / jyan Youth 
Movement, began corresponding with membeis of the skin¬ 
head gang East Side White Pride, wbkh included Mieskq 
Brewster and Stnsser; and in early fall three organizers ftom 
the Metzger youth camp, most important among tlwm Dave 
Mazzdla, vice president of A.Y.M., and Mike Barrett, also 
a California sldnliead leader, arrived. 

With the appearance of Mazzella and Barrett the intersec¬ 
tion of the Portland skinheads and the Metzger organization 
b^ins, for with their portable ctedentials, including video¬ 
tapes of Aeir appearances on such television programs as 
Oprah and The Morton Downey Jr. Skow^ their vanload of 
WAR literature and a certain amount of ready cash, the Cal¬ 
ifornia skins were the most experienced organizen the Port- 
land s kinh e ad s had ever seen. This is not to say ittat the 
iVritland skinheads rolled over. Even after Mazzefla moved 

; : into the apaitmeat Steve Stiasser shared with other skhiheads 

' and began paying the rent, there woe some who distrnsted 

him. He was “silver-tongued,” I was told, a big taDn; All of 

“plans” and “connecdons”: problems arose between him and 
the local s kinhe ad s not only over issues but, in mu case at 
least, over a girl. But he was known to be ckise to the 
Metzgers, particularly Johi^ Mazzella and his wife had even 
been married in a ceremony performed by Tbm; he was good 
at talking to high school students and on the news; and there is 
no doubt that from the time of his arrival MaseOa was a 
central figure; 

On the afternoon of November 11,1988, ABC aired the fti- 
xnous Cenddo program on which, after what must have been 
aome of the ugliest dialogue about blacks Jews evei 
broadmst in this country, a number of glrinhi-adt, induding 
John Metzger, provoked the fight that ended with Getaldo 
Rivera’s nose being broken. Whether the Poitlaod airiniiMric 
actually watehed it or not I do not know, but if tb^ did not 
H would be suiprising, because the show was an eagerly an¬ 
ticipated event in W\R-sldnbead cirdes and because of 
Mazzrila’s friendship with John. Thcday after the program, 
skinhead activity in Portland reached a new pitch. In the af¬ 
ternoon there was a meeting of East Side White Pride with 
Mazzella and Barrett at the apartment of ooe of the skin¬ 
heads. In the early evening, following a skinhead tradition 
known as “Boys Night Out,” the boys began distributing the 
WAR newspaper and attempting to recruit ftom the street in 
downtown Portland for the first time, while the girls went to 
the Pine Street Theater, where they attacked a Jewish man in 
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the parking lot. Later they all regrouped at the apartment of 
another skinhead, at a party that also included Mazzelia and 
BarrcCt; and it was after leatong that party, around 1 A.M., 
drunk both on alcohol and racist ideas, that the carload of 
dons encountered the carload of Ethiopians, and Mulageta 
Scrtw died. 

Now, if the link between the Rtrtland skinheads and the 
WAR oipmization was simply that WAR oiganizers came to 
PKtland, skinhead activity increased and a man was kiUed, 
that woold be a sorry story, bat at 
least it would have an «dii^. But it 
is not the ending, because the per¬ 
son who led the police to Mkske^ 

Brewster and Strsraer a few days 
■iter the murder was Dave Mazzd- 
ia. On November 16 be was giving 
one of hit many Portland TV inter¬ 
views on the evening news; on No¬ 
vember 17, be was doseted with the 
police, gtving them an account of 
the bloody event as told to him by 
Strasser; and not long afterward, 
ftdlawing a few months of erratic 
iiovements in and out of Portland 
Q.-ring which he sometimes was. 
arid sometiines was not, picked up 
by ihe police, he became increas¬ 
ingly du3tv& Whether MazzeOa was 
a [dant of a police or intdUgence 
agency in the Metzger organization 
^•k»g; whether he turned against - 
-Metzger chi hit own, either out of 
principk or coDvcnienoe; or .wheth¬ 
er be u tifflidy a blabbermouth is 
■aomething dse I do not know, bnt 
conadering his by role and the feet 
that if it wete not for MaoeUa's 
PKMoce in Pottland Senw might 
wen be alive; the possibility that 
MazzeOa was not only an agent of ItHtt Metzger but an ogenr 
provocateur of somdxxly dse cannot, at this pednt, be dis- 
eounlsd. The confessi(»i of a'^turned'’putkipant was a key 
d can^ of S.P.LX. attorney Morris Dem's success uthe Al¬ 
abama Klan case. When the Metzger trial b^ins in Portland, 
possibly in Octobei; MazzeDa, along with Barrett, who has 
•already signed a compliant amdavh, and Steve Strassei; who 
is ooD^icuoosIy eeduded from Dees’t.oompiaint, could well 
be among the cc otia l witnesses. 

. Since tlK death of Senw, skinhead activity in Portland has 
oolyintmsified. Not only have the number of individual hate 
crimes attributed to skinheads and other white sui»etnadsts 
continued to increase but aotiracist skin gangs have also 
cmaged, esocouiaged in pan hy the San Fiandsco-based, left¬ 
ist John Brown And-Klan Committee, in part by the militant 
Portland Coalition for Human Dignity, and confrontations 
are escalating. Fights between gangs of skinheads and gangs 
of blacks arc also being reported. In recent months Tom Metz¬ 
ger has gained prominence, maintaining two Portland mes¬ 


sage lines where previously he had none, speaking with the 
press and on talk shows in connection with the lawsuit and 
generally keeping things moving. A good sample of the un¬ 
derground spread of his influence occurred recently when, 
soon after Metzger, for reasons known only to himself, re¬ 
ferred on his message line to The Ongonian as the *‘Oial- 
gonian,” the same word appeared on a new message line rtm 
by young people who describe themselves as Christian Iden¬ 
tity but whose language echoes Metzger’s (as wdl as But¬ 
ler’s, Mathews’s and even George 
Lincoln Rockwell’s) in several re¬ 
spects. There is little doubt that 
whatever the outcome, with the 
forthcoming trial gathering nation- 
■1 publicity, Metzger’s viribiHty will 
only increase. 

Attempting to account for the 
skinhead phenomenon nationally, 
some observers have arrived at the 
usual erjdanations—inadequate eco¬ 
nomic opportunity, individual jiaib- 
ology and broken homes—that, for 
Portland at least, appear to me to be 
insafTident. Althou^ it is true that 
today’s skinheads are members of 
the first generation that cannot ex¬ 
pect to Ttialea mote money than its 
parents, which undoubtedly plays a 
part, they ate young, many still live 
at home, and they do not appear to 
worry i^ut mooaf mu^. Thor 
come from every siibufb; wealthy to 
enrking-dass, and from an anay of 
femilies whose **fiinctioDBlity*’ or 
**dysftmctioDaiiiy” appeus to be no 
different ftom that of the people 
nett dooc As for individual pathol¬ 
ogy, even in the case of Kenneth 
Mieske; who wielded the bat that 
killed Setaw, opporing psychologists fw the prosecution and 
defense said, respectively, “He has an interesting psycholog¬ 
ical profile whidi does not indicate the presence of serious 
psychological problems** and “1 would not characterire him 
as showing a peijonaltty disorder''—though whether that is 
more of a commcntaiy on Mieske or on the psycbcrioigists 
is hard to say. 

My own look at the Portland sldnbeads suggests, rather, 
an acute degree of painfully pctscmal radal discomfort, wfakh 
is finding its natural otpicsaon in a primttivt political move- 
meoL Comparing the Portland of his youth with the tkutland 
of today, a skinhead in his mid-20s sounded almost plaintive 
as he ocplained that “Portland isn’t safe anymore and it’s 
never going to get better; it will never be the same.’’ Another 
said he didn’t mind if black people went everywhere and did 
everything they wanted, but sometiines he and his friends just 
liked to be “alone.” Closely entwined with o sense of loss is 
a sense of fear. The middle-class girl driving the car in which 
the skinheads involved in the Seraw murder were riding was 
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carrying a gun pven to her by her father for protection. The 
mother of one skinhead, upon pressing her son to explain the 
weapons that are part of bis uniform, got a desperate, “Ma, 
you just don’t understand.” Not only do Portland skinheads 
I talked to dte black gangs as the crucial factor in their own 
png fonnatioii. but thdr anxiety is so free-floating that those 
in attendance at bail hearings for the Screw case—including 
one of the p aas en gen in the car— daim to have thought riiaf 
not just the EthiopUns in the car with Screw but even, at one 
point, a black observer m iIm courtroom, was either a Crip 
oraBlood. Whetber'tbe wok of intmudatioa felt by young 
whites is awoci a ted whh any substantive improvements for 
Macks in Rntland. it is not possible to say, but it is true 
likB many dtks, I^0[tiand has, in the lifetime of this genera¬ 
tion, changed fTOm an isfoimally s^regaied dty to an open 
one; that schods, parks, bus stops and malls once divided are 
now used by all; and that the resulting encounters between 
l^Htag people of diffiereot races at dmes and places adults rare- 
ly tread have left a wals of ill feeling that the dty’s predomi- 
Mntly libenl political establishment has been slow to 
acknowledge. 

'riiat 9tent the skinhead movement is simply a punk 
v^on of radsm dsewhere in the dty and not a separable 
pbenomoioti is another question that has not been adequate¬ 
ly discussed, but certainly the case could easily be made. 
Throughout the city, crimes of the sort fonnerly ctYminiti*H 
laigdy by ikinbeads are now ftcquently committed by other 
white supremadsts as wdl, and while the diildren have been 
in the streets, adults' haw been engaged in a subtler but no 
less ugly rtnt^eagai^ the renaming of adty thoroughfare 
for Martin Lntber~'i3^ 'Jr. This eampaign bas not only 
"itineeted the political’careers of two loitg>tenD leaders 
of the rigid in Ch^i]i; =TOater and Rosalie Hiiss, but has 

broQ^ to the city sUdi’ndBft leaden as Ricfaaiti Baiiett, bead 

of the KfississipM^bimBdKBtibiia]^ Movement, who before 

tire Screw munfcrUsuaiy fi^ aw^. fa these dreumstanees, 
to attribute the disturbances in Portland or any other dty to 
Tbm Metzger is like attributing the dvil li^ts movement to 
outsde agitaton. Wherevre'be can find a forum, Metzger oi^ 
entei bfa Ire d<res'nM’criiaie die conditfaiu 

icoie. Rromthii^duij white insecurity to a collective 
white Uentity; fonifadMIet^ve white identity to the necesa- 

si^jtHMcy; imd ftom the necessity of white su- 
pmnaqrto the mdvenient for Aryan victory, with all h 
bnpBef- it is bn this daxsic political jkiumcy from eqrerience 
ideology that Tbm Mcszgei; among others, is attempting 
io lead the skiiibeads. but before they ever eaeountered him, 
tire c^ierience was sJready there. ■ 

‘Gan It Happen Here?* 

fa historical wiitfag about radsm there is a tradition in 
vdtti the author acknowledges the inevitable incompleteness 
of his or her treatment of so large and unending a subject 
Thus Darid Chalmers, in his 1965 history of the Klan,/foot¬ 
ed Americanism, quotes the Iflan’s first historian, Walter 
Fleming, who wrote in 1905, “There is still much that is ob- 
*M)ut the Ku Klux Klan and 1 shall be glad lo obtain 
additional information . . . and to reedvt notices of mitrtak 'f 
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lod erron m this account." George Mosse, in his history of 
European lacism, Tbward the Final Solution, titles his last 
chapter, “A Conclusion That Does Not Conclude.” The pre¬ 
ceding pages are no scception. With the neo-Nazi movement 
continuing to unfold in both the United States and Europe, 
there is more—much more—^to be said. From questions about 
the internal character of the movement to its ecternal connec¬ 
tions, my own list of topics untouched here is long, and read¬ 
ers wfll tmdoubledly have many questions of their own. 

Anyone approaching the move- 
ucsh with the seriousness it deserves 
is rntmediately faced with another 
dileguni also remarlad on hy his¬ 
torians: maintiitninfl inteUcCtUal 
penpective, a problem shared by 
viitoally every Klan-wiuch oigani- 
zation and individual Klan watcher 
today. As someone who has spent 
the last year and a half flooded 
with materials from and about the 
movetDCDt, 1 have to say that, again , 

I am no ctccption. When the Pro¬ 
tocol of the Elders of Zion arrives 
in yoor mailbox in a plain wrapper 
and you baive grasped its cuirency 
in tlK minds of people at the other 
mailboMi where it is also airiviiig 
in a plain wiappei; you tend to for- 
grt that is just ^Kiut the only way 
to ^ it these days. When you have 
fistoied esoui^ to the British band 
Sbewdriver playing and rin g in g 
“Raoeand Nation." "WhitePbwer" 
and *nbiQOiTaw Bdongs to Me;" it 
is hard to icmembci the Rolling 
Stones. Once you have learned that 
yoncmi edebnte Hitler's birthday 
by buying, among other Tliing «, ■ 
toddy bear enrbe Dolf Bear has the 
FUhiet*t fiunous muAmhe and you can even comb his black 
hair^), you forget that with less rigmarole you can walk into 
any ti:^ store and buy Sbakesbeaie, I^dington or Pooh. 
Apart &om the sheer quantity of materiah.tbem is something 
about its duu acte r that is spdllbmding. I know that I looked 
forward to the biweekly showings of oruf Parana in Ikat- 

land and 1 believe that other observen with whom I was in 
cootaa around the country did toa There is even a kind of 
CTcttod trade in these materials—“1*11 trade you Baxter for 
Monique,** or, more accurately, “Ybu can copy my Baxter if 
I can copy your Monique**—as researchers and activists share 
a sense of mutual astomshmenu What will they say next? It 
is hard to avoid the feeling that the neo-Nazis are 
everywhere, embedded in everything. Tomorrow the World, 

In addition to the problem of intellectual perspective, there 
is also a problem of political perspective, which is in many 
respects the reverse: namely, a tendency to minimize or mar¬ 
ginalize the neo-Nazis by defining them as “extremists” and 


denying their relationship to racial issues as a whole. Civil 
rights activists point out that the Reagan Administration, for 
example, prosecuted violent, racially motivated crimes such 
as The Order’s while simultaneously endorsing one of the ra¬ 
cial movement’s essential premises, that It is time for black 
preference programs to end. Again, the historians can be bdp- 
fitl. In his book, T^e Old Christian Right, about William 
Pelley, Gerald Winrod and Gerald L.K. Smith in the 1930s. 
Leo Ribuffo makes the case that the “ ’ertremism* of the far 
light often converged with the cul¬ 
tural and political mainstream,” a 
point also made by historians of 
racism in other places and times. 
“The theory segregating far right 
villairty from the mainstream ob¬ 
scures the sources of indecency,** 
Ribuffo goes on. 

As unciccptioiial as such a 
proposition may ^pear when ap¬ 
plied to the past, however, when 
applied to the present it becomes 
coutrwmiaL The Anti-DefiuDarion 
League—the government's princi¬ 
pal adviser on these matters—pre¬ 
fers a line of reasoning that labels 
the neo-Nazis as “extremists,” an 
^qnoach that, in the A.DL.*s view, 
leads to effective prasecutkxi, winch 
in turn diminishes the force of the 
movement—fewer overt acts, fewer 
models to follow—and puts te in 
a category whh both Bu4eft and 
Mack anti-Semttisaa, educh is where 
the organization feels the neo-Nazis 
belong. The implications of one's 
definition of the problem are ex¬ 
tremely important, both in imer- 
preting the racial movement aiK] in 
deciding on courses of action. In 
assesang the adent of anti-Semitic feeling in the Midwest dur¬ 
ing the Sum crisis of the early 1980s, aperiodofbei^tened 
Posse COmrtatus activity, almost all observers, iiidudiiig The 
American Jewish Committee, reported more aati-Semitism 
than did the A.D.L.. which was particularly ooncemed lest 
a mgjority of American farmers be branded anti-Semitic 
eiien tbqr were noL In oonsidaiag whether to support a dem-' 
onstiation against the Aryan Nations in Idaho last year, near- 
iy all local and regioiial grass-roots antiracist groups, indud- 
Ing the Rainbow Coalition, agreed to do so; the A.DL. did 
not, dting the burden on local law enforcement authorities 
of keeping the racist and antiiadst demonstrators apart. Tbc 
general positioa of the A.D.L. is that the problem is serious 
but not too serious, and that the authorities have it well 
in hand. 

jjiowmg only too well that in criticizing the A.D.L. one 
can find onesdf in undesirable company, it seems to me, none¬ 
theless, that its strategy of contaiiuncnt rests on a fallacy. 


A Test for White Warriors 

CAN YOU PASS THIS TESn 
OUESnONS 

Ar « mail CQQMmtht? or a Wlute RmhitioziAjy? 
White Rr^obiiiofisry 

Do you bdieve the Mte h wohuted by t fod? NO 

Do you ibe Sxm and Stripai ttpmeai tht White 
Rhk dowT no 

Do you bdievt capitiliini and mooEoia are tbc aiifwer 
to our racial pnbkmaT NO 

Do you bdSeve m kaaJ aboniouj for Whhtal NO 

Do you bdim the Soviet UmoD is coocroUed hy stale 
capitalisjDr YES 

Do survival of the White ia« abould come 

before any codifkd law? YES 

Do you believe the {XS. Cdestitiztioa wiU lave White 
ScpmsitulNO 

Do you bdievt dtber major pdhnl par^ ii the long* 
raqfcd ^ieod of the White KaocT NO 

Do y^ bdikre Korea or Vkcum wu fou|jit for the 
WhheRaocTM? 

Do befiere mterpriae will mve the White 
Rnof MD 

WbaU you tilK up aniu aiamst aiMCbcr Etadoo that wag 
White and Po^udT M7 . 


Arw jQu m wWtr wmoif Ibketkisten end/mdout Ftom the 
WAR JiCTrgayp ; IbLi, § 4 . 
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The neo-Nazis' ideology and activities are certainly "ex¬ 
treme," but they exist along a racist continuum on which it 
b difficult to draw aline. Granted that the situation could be 
a lot worse, but with the rising number of hate crimes occur¬ 
ring simuhaoeously with the rise in influence of the neo-Nazi 
movement, can it really be described as beiog in hand? As a 
Jew with my own leading of history, the combination of mini¬ 
mizing the problem and trusting authority mafeei nae un¬ 
easy. If the problem were t»™***t to "actiemists/' prasecutioDS 
would, in fui. sufflee; but if it b general, nothing short of 
• painful national self-assessment will be required. Since we 

do not blow tmdef what ri arairnttatw^ tK* 
could become something more; I for one am glad that in ad¬ 
dition to tbecautxHis accountings of the A.D.L. we have the. 
broad-based, antizacist organizing of the Center for Dsno- 
ciatic Renewal, the aggressive litigation of the S.F.L.C., the 
militance of the John Brown Anti-KUn Committee and the 
activities of countless other otganizatioos and individuab 
thrmighout the United States, because we need evety one. The 
pranature consolidation of a monolithic viewpoint about a 
movement we stiD understand so little b not in anyone's 
interest. 

I want to return one flnal time to the words of ahistorian, 
again George Mosse. Anyone writing on Nazb or any thing 
connected with Nazb b invarudtly asked the one question 
evoyonealwnys wonders about, tlKdteadquestioit,tlicSiD* 
dab Lewb questioii, “Can it fai^pea here?** and ID being con¬ 
fronted with thb several tunes in the course of thb work, I 


came to see that the key word in the question b obviously "it.” 
If "it" means another Hitler, the answer b probably no, if 
only because history does not literally repeat. But there are 
subtler forms of repetition. In a period of declining national 
authority manifested everywhere from our weakening social 
structure to our woraening economic position, a movement 
b toning that eqtlains it all, and people are starting to listen. 
In foOowing the course of racism and anti-Semitbrn from the 
fringes to the center of German thought, and from theory to 
pnetioe; Mosse remarks, “In 1930 ... inGennany [the] left 
[and] the center had to argue on the tennm occupied by the 
lacbt right.. . one of the Nazb* principal vktoiks before 
sdzmtpower.*"niat much, I now think, can happen here and 
b, indeed, beriming to happen; and that b the problem 
already posed by the American neo-Nazi mervementtod^.Q 
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Racist Skinhaodi: 

Confused Kids or 
Tonsured Terrorists? 

On the march tn dozens 
of cities across the country 
Nazi skinheads working 
witlj organized white ter¬ 
ror groups are a growing 
threat. page 1 


IVII1 ftiviAgurr 

Leading Na^i ideologue* 

Tom Metzger* is a home* 
grown fa^ist. Founder of 
Caiifornia's WAR (White 
American Resistance), 

Metzger courts the racist 
skinheiids while he builds 
the Nazificd KJnn. pag# S 


Anti*rac!st activists around 
the country confront Nazi 
skinheads on TV and on 
the streets. Stamp Out 
Racist Graffiti actions 
spread like wildfire. Just 
Say No To Nazi Kits mo* 
bilizc anti-racist action, pa13 


Svpport T«vr Friends; 
Nail Skinheads Get Out! 




















In the annals of homegro™ 


New York City. 


terrorism, 1989 promises to be 



the year of Nazi skinheads. 

Now that the mass media has 
awakened to the reality of Nazi 
skinheads across the country, 
everyone from the New York 
Times io Geraldo Rivera wants 
a piece of the action. Well if 
you want your nose broken on 
network TV, Nazi skinheads 
are happy to oblige. If you want 
action and not just media 
reaction, you need a broad 
coalition of committed anti¬ 
fascists. The John Brown 
Anti-Klan Committee is 
building that coalitidn. 


Here's the story. 

O n the march in many cities 
across the con.Itty, the Nazi 
skinheads emulate Third Reich 
storm troopers in their combat 
boots and swastika badges and 
tattoos and in ihcir penchant for 
violence against Blacks, Jews, and 
gays. 

Further, white-power skinheads 
are determined to destroy amt- 
racist skinheads and the progres¬ 
sive music and political punk scene 
from Los Angeles to Houston to 


Today's Nazi skinheads aren't just 
last year's braipacks with a taste 
for brew and brawls. They're 
schooled In Nazi philosophy and 
taught to kill. Green-beret style, by 
the master-racists of America— 
California’s While Aryan Resis¬ 
tance (WAR), Richard Butler’s 
■Aryan Nations, and the Ku Klux 
Kian. WAR leader Tom Metzger 
calls Nazi skinheads the "-frontline 
troops for the white race . ,. If 
Blacks or anyone give them trou¬ 
ble, they will smash it/’ The San 
Francisco Examiner said, **Neo- 
Nazi skinheads have become the 
new Hitler Jugend 

WHITIPOWERfiOlS 

POST-MODERN 

Like the Hitler Youth of the 1930s, 
racist skinheads arc the shock 
troops of a new white supremacist 
movement. They have a full¬ 
blown ideology—and it’s the same 
as Hitler’s. They aim to wrest 
control of the U.S. government 
(which they sec as controlled by 
“Jews and lily-Hvcrcd conserva¬ 
tives”) in order to begin their 
holocaust of Africans, Asians, 

Jews, gays and Latinos, 

Seems implausible? Read on, 

Tom Metzger is the chief architect 
of post-modern white supremacy. 
Metzger’s blueprint fuses the old 
KKK—the cross-burning, church- 
bombing, lynch-mobbing segrega¬ 
tionists true to Ronald Reagan 
and the red, white, and blue— 
and the new American Nazis— 
the high-tech militarists who want 
to install a fascist regime under a 
, swastika flag in Washington, 

D.C, by force. We call this men¬ 
acing merger of the KKK and 
I Nazis the "nazified KJan/’ Re¬ 
cruiting Nazi skinheads is only a 
pan of the sirategy. 

fn the public arena Metzger has 
run in siaie elections in California. 


war uses ils weekly cable TV 
show, computer network, phone 
network, fundamenEalist churches, 
and public appearances to attract 
followers at all levels of society. 

Meanwhile, through lies to the 
U.S. Army and Marines, ihe neo- 
Nazis are stockpiling arms and 
conducting military training 
camps for men, women, and chil¬ 
dren. They rob banks when they 
need money. They threaten, beat 
and assassinate their opponents. 

The military wing of the 
Klan made headlines in 1985 
when dramatic coast-to-coast ar¬ 
rests of dozens of white “warriors” 
focused national attention on the 
exisicncc of a fascist underground 
inside the U.S. Called variously 
The White American Bastion, 

The Silent Brotherhood or The 
Order, this secret army left a 
bloody trail from the Pacific north¬ 
west to the Mexico border and the 
deep south. The Order is the 
group portrayed in the Hollywood 
movie Bc/iTijvd* 


The military wing of the new 
Klan made headlines in 1985 
when dramatic coast-to-coast 
arrests of white "warriors" 
focused national attention on 
the existence of a fedst 
underground inside the U.S. 


The FBI and other government 
agencies came down hard on the 
Order when they started robbing 
banks and killing FBI agents. A 
dozen Aryan “w'arriors” were 
given long prison terms. Many 
others made elaborate “confes¬ 
sions/' turning in their buddic.s in 
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cxchaTige for short prison icrms. 
The military wing of the Order 
was temporarily out of business, 
but the top leadership remained 
untouched. 

These leaders could see that the 
fascist movement needed new 
soldiers to replace those killed or 
jailed. Organizing racist skinheads 
was an idea whose time had come, 
WAR began systematic recruit* 
ment of right-wing skinheads, 
feeding them Na^* ideology* 

An ugly but accurate picture of a 
growing, violent fascist movement 
among white youth is clchcd by 
dozens of reports received by the 
John Brown Anti*Klan Commit¬ 
tee, JBAKC began fighting Nazi 
skins in Chicago several years 
ago, and monitoring Nazi skin¬ 
head activity in the Bay Area after 
a skinhead attack on a 54-year-oid 
Black woman in San Jose in the 
summer of 1987; *'We are racial 
and she was black ” said 20-year- 
old Kenneth Lamar Allen when 
he was arrested for the attack. 
“We’re into white supremacy^’ 

After a San Francisco' Vhite 
power" rally led by Bob Heick 
and his American Front, on 
May 1,1988, JBAKC placed 
ads in Maximum RockNRoU 
and other magazines asking for 
eyewitness news. 


After a San Francisco "white 
power” rally led by Bob Heick 
and his American From, on May 
1, 1988, JBAKC placed ads in 
Maximum Hock^iVRoI/ and other 
magazines asking for eyewitness 
news. Anti-racist skinheads and 
punks all over the United States 


have swamped our R O. box with 
letters and reports. 

Thus, despite our low funds, our 
Information base is an up-to-date 
street-level view of what racist 
skinheads arc doing, Wc know 
more—and our conclusions are 
different^—tlian other watchdog 
groups like the Anti-Dcfamation 
League. The A*D,L. calls for 
“careful rhoniloring” of skin¬ 
heads. We say Nazi skins must be 
fought, 

HATIINTHEHAICHT 

May 1, 1988, San Francisco/Un- 
dcr a banner proclaiming While 
Workers Day, fifty shaved-head 
racists gathered in Buena Vista 
Park, the hilltop at the edge of the 
Haight-Ashbury district* Their 
eggshell heads and swastika 
badges reflecting the noon-day 
sun, the neo-Nazis closed ranks as 
they stepped onto Haight Street to 
begin a seven-block march* chant- 
ing, "We don’t care what the 
commies say. May 1st is white 
workers day.” This was the report 
of Joel, a teenager who was shop¬ 
ping on Haight Street that morn¬ 
ing, Joel, who is Black, didn’t 
stick around, but he did call 
JBAKC’s Anti-Racist Hotline* 

Meanwhile, Kyle, 18, a punk 
with a multi-colored mohawk, 
outraged by the appearance of 
Nazis in the Haight, pul on a 
home-made "Fuck White Power" 
t-shirt and heckled the march 
from across the street* The next 
day five of the bald Nazis caught 
up with Kyle and broke his nose, 
warning, "Stay away from Skin¬ 
head Hill.” (Popular with families 
and gays until Nazi skinheads 
began gay bashing there, "Skin¬ 
head Hill” is the part of Buena 
Vista Park the Nazis have claimed 
as their turf,) Kyle called 
JBAKC, 

A few days later* a skinhejid on 
Haight Street is handing out flyers 


to 15-ycar- old John and other 
young white kids. John passed the 
leaflets on to JBAKC, Sample 
message: "White Yautli! The 
future can be yours! If you have 
the guts to fight for it. Free Amer¬ 
ica from the criminal control of 
Zionist war-mongers, race trai¬ 
tors, fags and mud races. While 
revolution is the only solution.” 
The^ were the same leaflets the 
skins handed out on May Day, 
signed by the "American Front” 
and offering a San Francisco con¬ 
tact for more information* Ironi¬ 
cally* the leaflets were adorned 
with cican-cut cartoon- whiles 
sporting neckties and conservative 
haircuts* 

Their 1984 manifesto 
threatened "Punks, 
Communists, Anarchists, 
Hippys, and Homosexuals... 
We the SKINHEADS will not 
tolerate your spreading of 
unwanted diseases both mental 
and physical... YOUR DAYS 
ARE NUMBERED." 


The May Day parade marked the 
racists* self-congratulation for the 
ugly new mood they had brought 
to the Haight, Rudy, a Black gay 
Haight resident told JBAKC he 
was beaten once by five skinheads. 
Now, he says, gays and Blacks 
just don’t go into Buena Vista 
Park or the cast end of Golden 
Gale Park, ilic Haight’s eastern 
and western boundaries and major 
recreational areas of San Fran¬ 
cisco, At the June, 1988 Haight 
Street Fair—an annual celebration 
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of tile neighborliood's diverse 
lifestyles and progrc??sive commu¬ 
nity activities—the skinheads at¬ 
tacked interracial cxiuples and gay 
men in drag. This time anthracist 
bystanders fought back—only 
sklnlicads got hurt. 

THE FRONT lEHIND THE KAtl 

The May Day White Power rally, 
brought out 60 racists- It was the 
Cm organized west coast appear¬ 
ance of the growing Nazi move¬ 
ment, and marked the public 
re-emergence of The Afnerican 
Front, a skinhead political group 
that garnered headlines in 1984 
after vandalizing a Haight Street 
anarchist bookstore. 

Their 1984 manifesto threatened 
^*Punk£, Communists, Anarchists, 
Hippys {iic}, and Homosexuals , 

, . We the SKINHEADS will not 
tolerate your spreading of un¬ 
wanted diseases both menEal and 
physical - , , YOUR DAYS ARE 
NUMBERED” 


"The skinheads are so violent 
that I didn't want to be around 
them most of the time " says 
Clinton Sipes, a former 
Klansman. 


“The skinheads are so vioJcnt that 
I didn’t want to be around them 
most of the lime,” says Clinton 
Sipes, a former Klansman who 
worked closely with racisl skin¬ 
heads in the Bay Area for a year 
and a half. His distaste notwith¬ 
standing, Sipes was there when 
skinheads ran their car over a gay 
man in San Francisco and when 
they kidnapped and tortured a 
prostitute in Oakland, California* 
Many acts of skinhead violence— 


and racist terror—go unreporlcd 
or go down as random acts of 
violence ” according to Sipes. 'Tt 
surprises me how much stuff 
/'skinheadsy^ do that just goes un¬ 
noticed.” Thus, the media picture 
of skinhead violence may show 
only the fin of tlie white racist 
shark- 

The Nazis project an increasing 
confidence and strength—evidence 
of tht money and organizing 
savvy supplied by Metzger's 
WAR. Appearing the next day on 
a network TV morning show. 
People Are ‘Bikings Metzger praised 
the American Front’s May Day 
rally. Skinheads, he said, arc "sol¬ 
diers in a white supremacist race 
war” 

WAR WOOS THE SKINS 

WAR and it's youth wing, the 
Aryan Youth Movement (AYM), 
saw the potential of the racist skin¬ 
heads* For the skinheads, WAR 
has much to offer: Nazi ideology 
and fr^e literature, books on na¬ 
tional socialism, a newspaper wiih 
a massive computer distribution 
list, weapons training, cross- 
burnings, white power rallies and 
a sense of importance* ‘^Tbm 
Mcizger is an influence for any 
true while American ” says Nazi 
skinhead Dave Lynch, now orga¬ 
nizing in Newburgh, New York* 
“He’s an inspiration for me, the 
top of my list ” 

While the WAR-AYM goal of a 
national skinhead a)nfederation 
remains a way off, Metzger's son, 
John Metzger, is making steady 
progress. Three California WAR 
skin chapters (San Bernardino, 
Los Angeles and Orange County) 
work directly with WAR. Hcick’s 
American Front also works with 
Clark MarteU's CASH (Chicago 
Area Skinheads); DASH (Detroit 
Area Skin Heads); SS Aciion 
Group, with chapters in Chicago 
and Pontiac, Michigan; the Con¬ 


federate Hammer and Northern 
Hammer groups from Dallas and 
Minneapolis; and groups from 
Cincinnati, Tulsa and Portland, 
This alliance also includes Nazi 
gangs from Brooklyn, Philadel¬ 
phia and New Jersey 

According to an ariicSc in the 
December, 1988 issue of Polling 
Stone: The AYM newspaper, whicii 
pitches to skinheads, features 
comic-strip depictions of Jews, 
Black children burned at a stake, 
a communist teacher and an inte¬ 
grated class being blown to bits by 
a bomb* The paper salutes the 
“revolutionary efforts" of the 
Howard Beach mob “for hunting 
down and causing the death of 
Negro Michael Griffith, and for 
physically beating with baseball 
bais Negroes Cedric San diford 
and Timothy Grimes.” Another 
recent issue announced “Opera¬ 
tion Warlords " which aims to 
create “a new wave of Predatory 
Leaders among Aryan Y)uth • • , 
Our enemies understand only one 
message: that of the knife, the 
g;un and the club ” 


For Naa hackers there's even a 
computer bulletin board 
complete with lists of "race 
traitors," 


Skinheads who don't like to read 
can call one of WAR’S iclcphonc 
“Hate Lines" and hear a tape 
produced by Metzger. One ex¬ 
plains: “/TTie U.S* government/ 
is a Jewish conspiracy* Once we 
get the white people’s minds right 
and we get rid of all these white 
traitors, the Jews will be a week¬ 
end operation, baby!” Another 
requests callers to “Call WAR 
and tell us everything you know 
about the John Brown Anti-Klan 
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O^mmiuee, where ihey live, 
where they eat, where they sleep ” 
For Nazi iiackcrs there’s even a 
computer bulletin board complete 
with lists of "'race traitors ” 

For hard-core Nazis and the curi¬ 
ous unconverted, Metzger^s 
weekly cable-TV talk show, 
and Rtason^ airs on public access 
channels in over fifty cities. Ract 
and Reason features skinheads regii- 
lariy. Recent guest Robert Heick, 
founder of the American Front, 
reponed on the May Day rally 
and vowed to bring thousands of 
while supremacists to San Francis¬ 
co’s Civic Center on May Day, 
1989. 

fOhrerontheair 

A blustering, sarcastic speaker, 
Metzger elbows his way onto net¬ 
work talk shows whenever he can, 
Metzger appeared on Oprah Win¬ 
frey’s daytime show twice. Son 
John Metzger, who organizes 
skinheads but himself sports a 
Michael J. Fox look, appeared in 
February on the Winfr^ show 
which featured a panel of racist 
skinheads; Tom Metzger and 
WAR organizer Carl Straight 
were in the audience.. 


""ifau think because she is black 
and because Tm black we're 
monkeysr' Wmirey asked. 

"It's a proven fact," Cox . 
replied. Shouting and shoving 
ensued. 


So were many antr-racist skin¬ 
heads and members of JBAKC. 
Debate wiis'!ici\tcd. The Metzgers 
and ihc Nazi skinheads finally 
marclied off ihc set, right arms 


extended tn a Nazi salute, when 
Winfrey ejected Marty Cox. Cox 
had called a Black woman “a 
monkey'' 

^*You think because she is black 
and because Tm black we’re mon¬ 
keys?'* Winfrey asked. 

“It’s a proven fact ” Cox rephed. 
Shouting and shoving ensued, 

Cox, on federal parole for an as¬ 
sault in California, attended the 
1988 Aryan Nation's Congress in 
Hayden Lake, Idaho and is a 
frequent guest on Metzger's cable 
TV show. 

In September, Metzger was back 
on the Oprah Winfrey show, on¬ 
stage this lime, defending Klan 
access to cable TV. Racist TV is a 
Metzger innovation. TV 
appearances—and telephone and 
computer networks—are an im¬ 
portant pan of Metzger's plan for 
white revolution, not only attract¬ 
ing sympathizers but also serving 
as a national bulletin board, for 
hit-lists and hatc-iracts. (See re¬ 
lated story on Metzger) 

SLIME SPREADS 

The first skinheads were English 
working class youth reacting to 
the long hair styles and expensive 
clothes of ’60s “mods” 

In the 70 e, England's economic 
crisis fueled the rise of the Na¬ 
tional From, infamous for its vio¬ 
lence toward African, Asian, and 
Caribbean immigrants. Attacked 
for its white supremacist politics 
by young people in Rock Against 
Racism concerts, the fascist Na¬ 
tion a I Front party sought lo turn 
the tables and recruit skinheads 
through their own racist hardcore 
conoerffi. 

This lactic met with a good deal 
of success; in England “skinhead*’ 
became a synonym for "neo- 
Nazi," Gangs of skinheads roamed 
Loiidt’ni arul nlhcr cilics "bash¬ 


ing" Asians and Blacks and fire- 
bombing their homes and shops. 
The leading skinhead band —in | 
both England and the U.S. —Is j 
Skrewdriver, led by Ian Stuart, 
who has done prison lime for 
racist violence. Among tiie 
groups's singles arc "White 
Power” "Nigger, Nigger," and 
“Prisoner of Peace {Rudolph 
Hess);’ 


WAR embraced the racist 
skinheads, and the skinheads 
responded. It was a marriage 
made in hell. 


Bob Hcick's American Front is a 
direct descendant of England’s 
National Front inheriting charac¬ 
teristics from both British working 
class fascist and American racists. 

A MARRIAGE MADE IN HELL 

Racism is as American as skate¬ 
boards and rock and roll. The 
U.S. proudly entitles white people 
CO racism. The Supreme Court 
enshrines racism every time it 
allows the KKK to march in pub¬ 
lic, White folks violently “defend” 
their neighborhoods, their schools, 
and their jobs from imagined 
'piird World threats. White Amcr- 
^icans grow up breathing racism, 
expecting to go to better schools, 
live in better houses, get belter 
jobs, cal better food, and even 
live longer than Black people. 
White lives arc privileged,, and 
they always have been. 

Now, for the first time in Ameri¬ 
can history, the system cannot 
deliver the “American Dream" to 
all white people. Since 1980, half 
of all new jobs pay less than 
S7,(XX) a yean While young Black 
people are looking at almost cer- 
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in\n unenTipIoymcnt, young whitc.s 
arc looking nl a future that is 
sharply divided between two 
classes* The college educated face 
a highly compciiiive scramble for 
professional and technical jobs* 
Working class white youtli can 
expect little more than a dcad*cnd 
minimum wage job at Burger 
King if they’re lucky! 

The Nazi message, thinly veiled 
as ^^affirmative action for whites/’ 
finds a receptive audience in 
young white people who grew up 
under Reaganism, Nazism, pro¬ 
moted as a revolutionary’* alter¬ 
native to the “liberalism” that 
threatens white privilege, looks 
attractive to those already alien¬ 
ated, racist, and prone to 
violence. 

Looking around the world of rac¬ 
ism, the white supremacists saw 
the skins— outcast, leadcriess— 
Slicking out like a sore thumb* 
Dropouts from family and educa¬ 
tion, infatuated with violence, 
raast skins could be wooed b> 
while supremacist ideology and 
fascist demagoguery. 

San Jose skinheads made 
headlines when Scott VoUmer, 
a white 22^year-old rock 
musician was stabbed to death 
by Naid-skins while trying to 
avert a ladal attack on a Black 
friend. 


WAR embraced ihc skinheads, 
and tl^e skinheads responded* 
Metzger appoinicd his son }ohn 
head of the AYM with the principal 
Uisk of bringing ihc skinheads 
iumic to dnd. h w.ns a marriiige 
mndc in hell. 


RISING TIDE OF RACISM 
AND VIOLENCE 

Disaffection, violence and white 
supi cmacisi ideology arc a deadly 
combination. In the past several 
years, acts of Nazi skinhead rac¬ 
ism, anti-Semitism and violence 
have increased all around the 
country* 

In Chicago the racist street gang 
Romantic Violence joined with 
Nazi skinheads and formed 
CASH, Chicago Area Skin 
Heads, led by Clark MarieM. 

Martell is now in jail, after break¬ 
ing into the home of his former 
girlfriend—who was leaving the 
gang—spraying her face with 
Mace, pistol whipping her and 
painting a swastika on the wail 
with her blood. 'Tm a violent 
person,** says Maricil. “I love the 
while race, and if you love some¬ 
thing you’re the most vicious per¬ 
son on earth.*’ Southern 
California, San Diego and Los 
Angeles arc home to the Reich 
Skins, War Skins, and others who 
work closely with WAR and 
AYM. 

Northern California saw a rapid 
increase in racist violence and 
skinhead organizing during 1987/ 
88, stanlng in San Jose, spreading 
to San Anselmo, Frernont, San 
Francisco, and finally making 
headlines when former AYM 
leader Greg Withrow was cruci¬ 
fied by Nazi'Skin heads in 
Sacramento. 

San Jose made news again in 
^March, 1988, when Scott Vollmcr, 
a white 22-ycar-old rock musician 
was stabbed to death by Nazi- 
skins while trying to avert a racial 
attack on a Black friend. 'Vblimcr’s 
attacker pleaded guilty to a lesser 
offense after the judge ruled that 
race w^is not an issue beciiusc the 
victim was while, and got sen¬ 
tenced to 4 years. 


Mike, a Jcwisli skinhead in San 
Diego told JBAKC that his group 
of sixteen anti*racist skinhe?^ds 
have been involved in many bat¬ 
tles with an estimated 150 skin¬ 
heads under Metzger’s leadership. 
Nazi skins broke Mike’s arm with 
a baseball bat. He believes ihe 
Nazi skins are being trained in 
knife-fighting from Carl Straight, 
a WAR organizer who said, on 
and I^mson, "There’s a new 
white man in town ^skinheads;? 
and the n——s better tiptoe* I 
trained in Vietnam and they don’t 
call me the Bone Crusher for 
nothing*” 

Why has the old KKK^^ a 
bastion of redneck patriotism 
and straight-laced 
Americanism, embraced the 
wild and crazy skinheads? 

i 


Baseball bats are a favorite skin¬ 
head weapon. In Portland, Ore¬ 
gon, five Nazi skinheads beat a 
27-year-old Ethiopian man to 
death with baseball bats on the 
night of November 14, 1988. 

Dave MazcUa of WAR/AYM and 
Mike Barret of Southern Califor¬ 
nia’s WAR Skins were in Portland 
at the time recruiting for WAR/ 
AYM. 

OLD RATTLES/NEW KUN 

Why has the old KKiC, a bastion 
of redneck patriotism and straighl- 
laccd Americanism, embraced the 
wild and crazy skinheads? 

The old Klan suffered setbacks in 
the Civil Rights era, when Klan 
Icnorism met Black militancy. 

The Klan lost members and politi¬ 
cal power. 
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In the early 19S0s several key 
leaders of iliis weakened Ku Klux 
Klan joined forces with ihe grow¬ 
ing neo-Nazi movement to build a 
high-powered, rhulti*lcvel white 
terror formation. The new Klan, 
a product of violent American 
racism merged with N^azi fascism, 
brings together the most right- 
wing, reactionary and militant 
aspects of both the traditional 
Klan and the neo-Nazi 
movement* 


Nazi skinheads are doing the 
talk-show circuit and getting 
enonnons media attention. 
Any talk show host looks smart 
compared to a Nazi skinhead. 
Six months from now the media 
won't give them the time of 
day. Some of them may be in 
jail for their crimes, but many 
will have grown their hair and 
deepened their commitment to 
white supremacy. 


According to the nco*Nazjs, Jew¬ 
ish bankers who secretly control 
the U*S. government cause the 
problems in this society They call 
this imagined conspiracy the Zion* 
tst Occupation Government— 
ZOG* TTic Nazis claim that ZOG 
uses Black and Third Wadd peo¬ 
ple to anchor its power and line 
its pockets. ZOG must be over*- 
thrown, so thm the Aryan race 
can regain conirof and send non- 
wlhies, Jews, gays, and commu¬ 
nists lo the ovens—Hiller's 
program iriumphanL 


; Metzger and other leaders saw ihc 
I potential of uniting the old K!nn 
and the new Nazis— 'Ltniiing the 
good or boys wrapped in the Con¬ 
federate flag with the mthinry 
fanatics with swastikas dangling 
from their shirts. 

Among the top leaders in this 
Nazifitd Kian are Metzger; Rich¬ 
ard Butler, a long-time Nazi and 
founder of the Idaho-based Aryan 
Nations; and Louis Beam, weap* 
ons expert and leader of the Texas 
Ku Klux Klan. 

These leaders, particularly 
Metzger, realized that significant 
gains could be made by organizing 
among sectors or young people 
who were already racist, violent, 
and reactionary in their political 
outlook, 

*Tf you’re going to do anything, 
you need to have somebody with 
you who’s going to stand their 
ground, and most conservatives 
won’t,” says Metzger, “The skin¬ 
heads have already got the main 
thing, and that’s guts.” 

Metzger on young recruits: “We 
got to get these young people, and 
wcTe getting them in the urban 
areas , . . They're coming out of 
the schools and thcyTc not getting 
those jobs and they’re mad as 
hell” 

Metzger on international white 
supremacy: “We arc Pan- 
Aryanists. We go far beyond the 
United States, wherever Aryan 
man is at—Australia, Europe, 
Canada, South Africa, What arc 
national borders to Aryans? They 
talk about National Socialism, I 
think a better word is Racial So¬ 
cialism. That is the future,” 

SOUNDING THE AURM 

When JBAKC started talking 
about skinheads several years ago, 
wc were called alarmists. Now 
skinheads have everybody 


i' 

I 

alarmed. Beyond this alarm there ! 
is a job 10 do; defeat the white 
supremacist movement. The Nazi* 
fied Klan was tlicre before Oprafi 
Winfrey and Gcraldo Rivera dis¬ 
covered what good TV ratings 
Nazi skinheads get. The Nazified 
Klan will stilt be there when skin¬ 
heads are no longer a television 
sensation. 

Nazi skinheads are doing the talk- 
show circuit and getting enormous ' 
media attention. Any talk show 
host looks smart compared to a 
Nazi skinhead. But don’t be 
fooled. Six months from now skin¬ 
heads will be old news and the 
media won’t give them the time of 
day. Some of them may be in jail 
for their crimes, but many will 
have grown their hair and deep¬ 
ened their commitment to white 
supremacy. 


These leaders, particularly 
Metzger, realized that 
significant gains could be made 
by organizing among sectors or 
young people who were already 
racist violent, and reactionaiy 
in their political buBook. 


Tom Metzger enjoys the media 
spectacle* He helped to create it 
and when it’s over he will still lead 
a fascist movement, John Metzger 
will keep on organizing young 
white fascists around the country. 

A year from now Nazi skinheads 
may be a old news, but the vioSeni, 
militarized, while supremacist 
movement, its thugs, its strategy 
and its leaders will still be active. 
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An American Fascist 


Leader of the Nazified Klan 














The TV camera moves in on a 
benevolent-looking man. In 
well-modulated tones, he 
begins; "Welcome. The show is 
Race and Reason, and I am 
your host, Tom Metzger." 
Sponsored by the While 
American Political Association, 
Race and Reason puts the white 
supremacist movement on the 
air and in the living rooms of 
homes throughout the country. 


Using a talk-show format, the 
show puts Nazis and the Klan 
in touch with a potential 
audience of millions across the 
country through community 
access cable TV. 


IS perfect for the Klan’s 
goal of legitimizing rac- 
ism and finding responsive audi¬ 
ences. Race and Reason has a 
sticky low-key format that avoids 
the open advocacy of violence and 
use of racial eptihcts found in 
WAR/Klan newspapers and 
rallies. 

As a TV lalk-show host, Metzger 
IS gelling his messitge out to the 
folks he warns to reach in the pri¬ 
vacy of ilicir lioiTics, wiihoui 

L 
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iracirng rnud> atlention from 
pateniial opposition. Television 
Ci^sts a broad nci that draws in new 
followers and sympathizers without 
ejtposing them to public identifica¬ 
tion. In a period when most fascist 
groups have turned away from 
public appearances, Metzger has 
hit on TV as one of the best ways 
to mamtam a public presence for 
the white supremacist movement. 

It is the perfect csomplement to a 
level of Klan and Nazi organizing 
and training that is secret from the 
public eye. 

Besides giving these Nazis a forum 
and an aura of respectability, 
Metzger's TV show allows him to 
project the Nazified Klan nation¬ 
ally. The show is an important 
vehicle for overcoming the region¬ 
alism that plagued the ultra-right 
in ihc past. It is part of promoting 
the national consolidation of the 
Klan and neo-Nazi movements 
under one united leadership, 
Metzger at the helm features guests 
on his show that include the Aryan 
Nation*s Richard Butler, Texas 
Klan leader Louis Beam, Nazi 
skinheads and others of fascist 
persuasion. 

TOM MITZ6IB; AN AMtRrCAN 
FASCIST 

In the decade since he first em¬ 
erged from the militarized, right- 
wing suburbs stretching between 
Los Angeles and San Diego, Tom 
Metzger has become one of the 
most dangerous representatives of 
the new Nazified 
Ku Klux Klan. 

He is a skilled political opportun¬ 
ist, propagandist and organizer. 
The twists and turns of his career 
provide a microcosmic view of 
how the KKK and other violent 
racists survived the setbacks 
brought about by the civil rights 
movement a generation ago, 
transforming themselves from old 
siylc scgregaiionisis into the ag¬ 


gressive fascist movement of ihc 
1980s. 

In the atmosphere of Reagan's 
celebration of militarism and 
thinly disguised racism, the ideo¬ 
logical and organizational develop¬ 
ment of a fascist movement 
rapidly accelerated. Today, a vio¬ 
lent white supremacist movement 
is as much part of the Reagan 
legacy as is intervention in Cenlrat 
America, the plight of the home¬ 
less, the rising toil of dead from 
the AIDS epidemic, and of course 
George Bush. Movies like Be¬ 
trayed and highly publicized con¬ 
victions of a handful of racist 
terrorists from the Order convey 
the impression that the govern¬ 
ment is stopping this new genera¬ 
tion of fascists. Analyzing the -- 
operations of men like Metzger 
reveals a different and far less 
comforting siory. 


iVOLUTIONOFAHAMIRICAN j 

FASCIST 

Torn Metzger, now 50 years old, r 
claims to have first developed his | 
"segregationist” ideology while 
serving in the U.S* Army during 
the cold wan In 1964, afier the | 

assassination of President Ken- f 
nedy and the ri.se of the Black 
Liberation and anti-w'ar move- 



After weathering the 
progressive era of the '60s in 
the shelter of the lar^e, | 

legitimate John Birch Society, 
Metzger was one of many who ^ 
left this group because he |- 

wanted more action than the 
Birchers provided. T 
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mcnis, he joined wiih re^ictioiiar- 
ies of every stripe to support the 
failed Republican campaign of 
txjnscrvativc standard bearer, 

Barry Goldwaten 

With Goldwaicr’s stunning defeat 
at the polls, the grand conserva¬ 
tive coalition underwent a process 
of division, pitting those commit¬ 
ted to remaining inside the Re* 
publican party against the more 
overt racists. Metzger joined the 
John Birch Society* a rapidly 
growing nationwide organization 
which professed the McCarthyite 
belief that there were "'communist 
innitrators" in the schools and 
behind many desks in Washing¬ 
ton. 


The Mmutemen— a 
clandestine, militarized group 
of racists and 

anti-communists—trained, 
stockpiled weapons and waged 
aimed actions, a full twenty 
years before the Order received 
nationmde attention for sunilar 
' acts in the 1980s. 


The John Birch SocicQ^ was the 
grandaddy of today’s New Right 
groups like the Moral Majority, 
Eagle Fonirfi and Conservative 
Political Action Committees. It 
received millions of dollars in 
contributions from the very 
wealthy and thousands of ulira- 
ennservative citizens who opposed 
not only civil rights but all pro* 
gressive change. 

Metzger stayed within the Birch 
Society for nearly a decade and 
rose lo a leadership position. In 


what would become a bloody 
thread running throughout bis 
career, he was secretly and simul¬ 
taneously working to build an- j 

other organization: the 

Minutemen. The Minutemen was 
a clandcsiine, highly militarized 
grouping of racists, anti* 
communists and survivalists which 
trained, stockpiled weapons and 
waged armed actions—a full 
twenty years before the Order 
received nationwide attention for 
similar acts in the l98[)s. 

After weathering the progressive 
era of the '60s in the shelter of the 
large, legitlinafe John Birch Soci¬ 
ety, Metzger was one of many 
who left this group because he 
wanted more action than the 
Birchers provided. 

In the early 1970s, he formed the 
White Brotherhood, the first of 
many organizations which would 
carry out his^ vision of combining 
I mass racist movements wiih select 
cadres dedicated to armed terror. 

In 1974, this group merged with 
David Duke's Knights of the 
KKX. Duke is a product of the 
U.S. military and counter¬ 
insurgency expert with tours of 
duty in Southeast Asia, including 
work with the CIA in I^os. At 
the time David Duke was the 
rising star in the emerging new 
Kiari, devoted to renovating the 
image of the KKK through the 
skillful use of television talk show 
appearances and the championing 
of“whjie lights in the age of af¬ 
firmative action ” 

In 1979 Metzger pulled out of 
Duke's Knights of the KKK, and 
I formed the California Knights of 
the KKK, with himself as Grand 
Dragon, This organization drew 
immediate national attention 
when it organized Klan "'border 
patrols" to prevent undociimenlcd 
Mexican workers from entering 
the U,S. Nearby Camp Pendleton 
became a focus of recruitment 
efforts, and in a move emulated 


by others around tlie counny, 
marines were brought into Ibe 
organization. 

Besides organizing the apparatus 
for violence, Metzger promoted 
the use of electronics, video and 
computers to the leadership of ihc 
national movement. While playing 
a centra! role in the KJan internal 
security organization, he also 
foresaw the potential for the racist 
movement to broaden its base by 
adding gray flannel suits to its 
* wardrobe and engaging In elec¬ 
toral pjolltics. 


Far from being an alternative lo 
violence, fascists like Metzger 
have alv?ays viewed working in 
the "legitimate" political arena 
as one part of a stntegy 
dedicated to creating an Aryan 
nation. 


TILEVISION, THI BAUOT AND 
THEOUN 

With Ronald Reagan leading the 
wave of right-wing populism, 
Metzger campaigned in Califor¬ 
nia’s 43rd Congressional District 
Democratic Primary. Running a 
George Wallacs-stylc populist 
campaign which emphasized the 
powericssness of the '*little white 
guy,” he received 30,000 votes 
and won the nomination in one of 
the country’s largest districts. 

Alihougli he lost the general elec- 
lion, his wide-spread support 
proved the efficacy of the eiccioral 
lactic. When the Lj\ Times and 
San Diego Union canvassed the 
district, most Metzger voters said 
thev knew who he was and \'otcd 
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for him bccau5;e ht: was a Klans- 
rnaii. After the election live 
Metzger rcfiamed the California 
KKK the White American Politic 
cal Association (WAPA), and 
Metzger was on his way to becom¬ 
ing a national lender wJiosc views 
commanded increasing respect. 

By 1982, Metzger campaigned for 
ihc U,S. Senate and received 
80^000 votes. 


Running as a Klansman^ 
Metzger received 30,000 votes. 
In 1982, running a George 
VVallace-style populist 
campaign, he campaigjicd for 
the U.S. Senate and received 
80,000 votes. 

The embrace of electoral politics 
by members of the KKK and 
Nazi organizations is a source of 
confusion for many trying to un¬ 
derstand what these racists are up 
to. Far from being an aTtemative 
to violence in building their move¬ 
ment, fascists like Metzger have 
always viewed working in the 
"legitimate’' poUijcal arena as one 
part of a strategy dedicated to 
creating an Aryan nation. 

Tom Metzger is an imponant and 
dangerous leader because lie is 
able to conceive and carry out 
strategy on several levels at once. 
While broadening his base 
through electoral politics, he un¬ 
dertook a project to broaden the 
audience of white supremacist and 
Nazi ideology by creating Ku 
Klux Klan television shows that 
would be broadcast around the 
country. Using IcgisUuion which 
regulates access lo cable television, 
Metzger created a sfiow called 


T 


R^cc and RctiSorr. Carefully 
doaked in First Amendment rights 
to freedom of speech , Race nnef 
J?eason has grown from a locally 
produced program to a full blown 
broadcast of hate, shown in 
roughly 50 cities every week, 

ROBBERIES, BOMBINGS AND 
ASSASSINATfONS 


Tile years following the arrests of ^ 
the Order were difficult ones for t 
the fascist movement. It had oper¬ 
ated in relative obscurity and was^ 
now facing government repression i 
and press scrutiny. Throughout ' ' 

this period, and even now, 

Metzger continued to defend the 
Order, singing the praises of its 
fallen “Ary-an warriors " 


It would be templing to think that 
all this would be more than 
enough to keep any fascist busy. 
But the early 1980s saw deadly 
plans hatched in KKK and Nazi 
circles across the countiy. From 
the Aryan Nations in Idaho to the 
Texas Klan, from North Carolina 
to Michigan, the racist movement 
was growing both in numbers and 
in its commitment to building a 
paramilitary vanguard of “Aryan 
warriors” w-hose guns would blaze 
a trail for others to follow. The 
Order was born, and Tom 
Metzger was there to help give it 
dirccijon. 

In 1983, Metzger hosted a cross¬ 
burning, attended by Aryan Na¬ 
tion's leader Richard Butler ennd 
future members of the Orden As 
Metzger lit the crosses in a Los 
Angeles suburb, chants of "white 
victory” rang out. Shortly ihcrcaf- 
ter, the Order moved into action. 
The Order robbed banks netting 
millions of dollars, bombed syna¬ 
gogues and assassinated talk-show 
host Alan Berg, The entire coun¬ 
try became aware of the racist 
underground. While the Federal 
Government arrested and con¬ 
victed over a dozen members of 
this paramilitary organization, its 
leadership has completely escaped 
prosecution. One Order member, 
Bruce Carroll Pierce, told the FBI 
that Metzger received between 
$250,000 and $300,000 of the 
milhons stolen by the gang. Pierce 
later rec«inied the stalemenl and 
Metzger has never been 
prosecuted. 


The Order robbed banks 
netting millions of dollars, 
bombed synagogues and 
assassinated Jewish talk-show 
host Alan Berg. 

Moving away from electoral cam¬ 
paigns, he created a new organiza¬ 
tion: War, White Aryan 
Resistance, and intensified the 
work of spreading his television 
shows, Metzger and his son, John, 
also founded the Aryan Youth 
Movement, .known for its work 
among Nazi skinheads, WAR is 
the leading edge of the NazifTcd 
Klan in the U.S, today* and 
Metzger is its leader, WAR is a 
quasFclandcstinc organization 
which publishes a newspaper, 
runs telephone hate lines, orga¬ 
nizes youth and has devoted itself 
to building a full-blown fascist 
movement. 

If CAN'T HAPPEN HERE; 

FASCISM AMERICAN STYLE 

While refraining from parading 
around in brown shirts and swasti¬ 
kas, this movement has a clear 
ideology and vision* The Nazified 
Klan embraces the driving ideas 
behind Hitler's National Socialism 
and applies them to the current 
renliiics of U.S. life. 
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Focussed on ihe oppression of 
white workers, Metzger seeks to 
build a revolutionary “Pan- 
Aryan, racial socialistj not just 
national socialist,” struggle* His 
goal is to unseal the monopoly 
capitalist fat-cats who arc seen as 
responsible for the crisis this coun¬ 
try faces. Profoundly racist and 
anti-Semitic, Metzger's WAR 
pitches to racist white workers 
and youth who arc feeling more 
insecure about their futures every 
day. 


Metzger's record makes it clear 
that all the television 
appearances, and newspaper 
articles and electoral campaigns 
only serve to build a movement 
with bo^ armed and mass 
based components, whose aim 
is white power. 


The old segregationist Klan, 
threatened by Black ptoplt's. 
struggles for human rights, fought 
to *'kccp things as they had always 
been." The traditional Klan, 
known for its ultra-patriotism, 
supports U,S* policies down the 
line. 

The new Klan, a product of vio¬ 
lent American racism merged 
with Nazi fascism, brings together 
the most right-wing, reactionary 
and militant aspects of both the 
traditional Kian and the neo-Nazi 
movements, 

Tfie Nazis arc racist to the cx>rc. 
This brand of White Aryan Na¬ 
tionalism declares that the while 
race is responsible for all that is 
good in civilizanon and that Afri¬ 
cans, Latin Americans, Asians 





and Jews—“mud races”—for all 
that is bad* To this they add viru¬ 
lent Nazi arui-Scmiiism, anti¬ 
communism, and vicious 
homophobia* 


ZOG (Zionist Occupation Gov- 
erncmcni) uses Black and Third 
World people to anchor its power 
and line Its pockets. ZOG must be 
overthrown, so that the Aryan 
race can regain control and send 
non-whitcs, Jews, gays, and com¬ 
munists to the ovens—Hitler’s 
program triumphant. They be¬ 
lieve they can do it. We should 
too. These groups have interna¬ 
tional connections, guns, com¬ 
puters and a growing mass base* 


Fighting for white rights and 
power is the central focus for re¬ 
newing the gloiy both of America 
and the race, Tlic enemy is some¬ 
times ZOG, sometimes fat cats 
and cowardly conservatives, but it 
makes little difference. 


Metzger was one of the first to see 
that the Order needed new “Ar¬ 
yan warriors” if the military wing 
of the movement was to keep up 
with the public organizing. The 
potential of organizing racist skin¬ 
heads was dear to him. One of 
Metzger’s particular conlribulions 
to the process is his ability to learn 
from fascists the world over- 
Metzger’s great success at organiz¬ 
ing Nazi skinheads flows from the 
lessons of the fascist movement in 
Britain where skinheads have 
been the dirty street fighters of the 
National Front for the Iasi 
decade. 


reconsolidating after ihc taciical 
defeat of the Order several years 
ago. When wc look at Metzger's 
record wc should be clear that all 
the television appearances, and 
newspapers distributed and elec¬ 
toral campaigns only serve to 
build a movement with both 
armed and mass based compo¬ 
nents, whose aim is white power* 


Tom Metzger is surely playing a 
role in reorganizing the clandes¬ 
tine, disciplined fascist armed 
forces. Whether this terrorist force 
is primarily skinheads, surviva- 
lists, or alienated white workers^ 
makes little difference. If wc don’t 
oppose them today, their targets 
will be all oppressed and progres¬ 
sive people tomorrow* 


These groups have inteinational 
connections, guns, computers 
. and a growing mass base. 

The paramilitary commandos of 
the fascist movement appear to be 
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Why Defenders Of “Spotlight” Are Nazi Apologists 


Among iKc most iixflucnLid ultra-righi groups 
in the U.S* is the vimJently anti-Jewish Liberty 
Lobby. With its newspaper “Spotlight," Liberty 
Lobby spreads racialism across the U.S., and 
serves as a bridge to ihc paramilitary and neo- 
Nazi right The “Washington Post" has described 
"Spotlight" as a “newspaper contaming onhodox 
conservative political axiicles interspersed wiih 
anti'Zionist tracts and classified advertisements 
for Ku Klux IClan T-shirts, swastika-marked 
German coins and cassccic tapes of Nazi march¬ 
ing songs." That descripiion is actually mild. 
"Spotlight," with a readership of some 200,000, 
claims it is neither antiTevfish nor pro-Nazi, but 
one aniclc referred to the Waffen SS, the elite 
corps of ideologies] Nazis, as a “multinational 
and-communist mass movement, which was, in 
fact, the laigesi a]]-volimteer army in history," 
The "Spotlight” also celebrates neo-Nazi skin¬ 
heads and the apartheid goveriunent of South 
Africa, 

Liberty Lobby, "‘Spotlight," the International 
Revisionist Conference, the Institute for Histori¬ 
cal Review (IHR), Noontide Press, and IHR's 
“Journal of Historical Review" are all projects of 
Willis Carto, one of Amciica’s most influential 
racial theorists. Cano is described by the London- 
based anti-fascist magazine "Searchlight” as the 
"leading U.S.publisherofanii-scmitic,racistand 
pro-Nazi material" 

Carto and Liberty Lobby were influential in 
creating Ihe racialist Populist Party and were 
primarily responsible for elevating David Duke to 
national attention as an electoral candidate. In the 
spring of 19S5 the Populist Party held a major 
meeting in Chicago where the aimed and confrem* 
taiional activities of racist and anti-Jewish groups 
in rural America were saluted as "heroic " accord¬ 
ing to peraons who attended ihe meedng. One 
group of niral faim activists from the Midwest 
left the meeting after complaining that loo many 
of the attendees were obsessed with Jews. (A 
scries of poliiical and flnanctal Echisms has ended 

thcdirectrclaiionshipbetween libcny Lobby and 
ihe Populist Party, although both groups still 
share many of the fundamental and*Jewish and 
racist theories.) The forces around the Populist 
Party believe a conspiracy of rich and powerful 
Jews and their allies control banking, foreign 
policy, the CIA and [he media in the United 
States. Like Duke, they also believe in an America 
coniiolled by white Christians of exclusively 
European heritage. 

The pscudio-scholarly Institute for Historical 
Review is a “revisionist" research center and 
publishing house that popularizes the calumny 
that the historical account of the Nazi Holocaust 
is a Jewish hoax, an idea centra) to Cano’s 
w'aridview. According to researched Russ Bel- 
lant, early in his career WiUb Cano produced the 
magazine "Western Desdny," which grew out of 
the Nordicist "Northern World" and a vocifer¬ 
ously anti*Jcwish magazine called "RighL” 
"Right" recommended support for the American 


Nazi Party and was edited by E. L. Anderson who 
was associate editor of “Western Destiiiy". Crit¬ 
ics and co-workcrs of Caito claim E, L. Anderson 
was a pseudonym foi Willis Caito. 

Liberty Lobby staff and supporters helped 
stage the 197 S meedng of the World Anii-Com- 
munisi League, a group that neiworlcs fascist 
movements around the globe. According to the 
"Washington Post," Liberty Lobby workers dis¬ 
tributed publications including "Spotlight" at the 
WACL meedng. A few years later, after a change 
of leadership and some mostly-cosmcdc house- 
cleaning to oust a few aidcntNazi groups, WACL 
came under the leadership of retired General John 
"Jack" SingUub. Singkub used WACL to raise 
money and support for the Contras, and Singlaub 
and WACL were implicated in the Iran-Contra 
hearings for having served as a cover and money 
laundry for the activities of Oliver North. 

W^e the John B irch Society trumpets jingois* 
dc patriotism laced with conspiracy theories, 
according lo scholar pTank P, Mintz, the Uberty 
Lobby voices “racist and anti-Semitic beliefs in 
addition to conspiracism." Mintz explains; 

"Structurally, the Lobby was a most unusual 
umbrella organization catering to constimencics 


"But what was the Waffen SS really? You 
won*t find out from reading the '"Times’ or its 
cohorts in disinformaiioiL" 

"By 1941 it was obvious to Europeans - but 
not Americans - that for Europe it was heads or 
tails; communisin or anti-communism; Josef 
Stalin Or Adolph Hider. S talin and his Bolshevik 
horde were ready to pick up the pieces—which 
they of course eventually did, with the help of 
the United States." 

*Tn this annospheie, thousands of young men 
made up their minds that the destiny of their 
native country was at stake. They would volun¬ 
teer their lives to fight communism and create a 
imified Europe." 

"In all, they would grow to be more than 
600,000 non-Cennan Eyrupeans ^fighting 
mostly on the Eastern Front—not, as the 'New 
York Times' would have you believe, organized 
ID stave off the Allied invasion of D-Day. The 
non-German anti-communists eventually num¬ 
bered in the scores of divisions," 

"The Waffen SS were ideological and mili¬ 
tary shock troops of a new unified Europe. The 
Germans, numbering 400,000 were actually the 
mmority," 

*<Europeaii Army” 

"The one million-strong Waffen SS repre- 
icnied the fust truly European aimy lo ever 
exist After the war each unilof this army w'as to 
provide its people with a political simcture free 
of the petty nationalism of the past, AH the SS 


spanning the fringes of Neo-Nazism to the Johrr-" 
B irch Society and the radical right. It was not truly 
paramilitary, in the manner of the Ku Klux KJai' 
and Nazis, but was more accurately an inicrmedi 
ary between racist paramilitary factions and ih^ 
recent righL" 

Former staffers at both the Liberty Lobby anc 
LaRouche’s group claim both outfits have coop¬ 
erated closely on several projects. In the March 2, 
1981 issue of its newspaper “Spotlight," Liberty 
Lobby cynically defended the relationship 
way: 

"It is mystifying why so many anU-commu- 
nists and 'conservatives' oppose the USLP [U.S.— 
Labor Parry - LaRouche's origmal electoral arm - 
ed,]. No group has clone so much to confuse, 
disorient, and disunify the Left as they have...ihe 
USLP should be encouraged, as should all similaf— 
breakaway groups from the Left, for this is the 
only way that the Left can be weakened and 
broken." 

More recently, "Spotlight" has distanced itself^ 
and Liberty Lobby from the LaRoucMans over the 
issue of the LaRouchians’ qucsiloiiablc and illc 
gal fundraising activities, 


fought the same struggle. All shared the same p 
worldview. All became comrades in anns/* [ 

"It was the most imponani political andmHi- 
tary phenomenon of World War 11—and also 
the least known. And many of the Waffen SS P 
died, on the vast and lonely Russian stej^, in 1 
the rubble-strewn alleys of Budapest and Ber¬ 
lin, in a thousand other places unmaiked and 
forgotten. The last organized rcsisl^ce in [ 
Bedin, in fact, was the French Charlemagne * 
Division*" j 

‘They came from eveiy country of Europe ^ 
including B elg ium and France, Bosnia and Her- > 
zog 0 vin a, Romani a and Hungary, from Holland 
and Greece and everywhere young men were 
willing to sacrficc their lives to Eght Godless ^ 
communism." 

“Why did they do it? Leon DegrcUe, com¬ 
mander of the Wallonian Division of the Waf¬ 
fen SS, said it was to preserve 'the Europe of 
Virgil and Ronsard, the Europe of Erasmus and 
Nietzsche, of Raphael and Duier, the Europe of 
Igantius and Saint Theresa, of Frederick tike 
Great and Napoleon'." 

Th e Waffen SS ivere ih£ ideolog teal Nazi coi* ) 
iaborasors thraughaia Europe. They gassed, — 
shai, dubbed, and siomped the enemies of the 
Reich lo death to help create a racial nation 
States based on mythical master races. They did 
this with great zeal and joy. 

The Wajfen SS were Nazis. 

The "Spotlight" portrays them as keros. 


Excerpt from “Spotlight,” September 13,1993, p. 22: 










CHAPTER 1 

The 

Worldwide 

Conspiracy 




he Jew is not a white man." Laveme sat musing on his 
Nebraska porch in the July evening. Beyond him lay the 
family farm, now the subject of a heatedly contested 
foreclosure proceeding with the local bank, “What s the 
saying, ‘blood in the face?’ ’’ asked a visitor. “If you can 
blush you’re not a Jew,” Laverne nodded, taking a bite 


of a Dorito chip. 

For Laveme, the hidden truth behind the increasingly ominous daily events 
of his life had been revealed by reading the Bible and subscribing to the biblical 
interpretations provided by a Christian Identity minister. The arcane theology 
of Christian Identity provides the underpinning for much of today’s racist 
doctrine. The ideas behind Christian Identity, which originated in Great Britain 
during the middle of the nineteenth century, represent the most recent twist to 
the centuries-old myth that holds that Jews are at the heart of a world conspiracy 


aimed at undermining civil society. 


ah 
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The ''Demon Jew" 

The evolution of the myth purtruyinj- Jews js 
a demonic force in world history has been central 
CO the spread of racism in Europe and America 
during the twentieth century. Its role has been to 
provide what seems to be a simple, sure-fire inter¬ 
pretation of events by which often chaotic and 
perplexing change can be e.vplained. Christian Iden¬ 
tity adds a theological embellishment to the myth, 
explaining not only that Jews are parr of a grand 
political conspiracy, but also that they, together 
with people of color, are not really humans at all. 

In Warrant far Genocitie. Norman Cohn's finely 
detailed investigation of its history, the myth of a 
worldwide conspiracy with the demonic Jew at its 
center has been traced back to the early Middle 
Ages and to stories of plots by two secret societies 
CO overthrow the established order. In its early 
form, the myth concerned Christian conspirators. 
Only much later did Jews become the focal pomt. 



To fully appreciate the sweep and durability of this 
myth, it must be viewed in its entirety. 

The myth begins in 1797 with the French 
cleric Abbe Barruel, who wrote a lengthy history 
on the rise of the revolutionary Jacobins, attempt¬ 
ing to explain the causes of the French Revolution. 
Barruel argued that the Revolution was the result 
of a conspiracy hatched by the Order of Templars. 
Founded during the Crusades to protect religious 
pilgrims in the Holy Land, the secret order had 
gained great land holdings and financial power in 
Europe during the Middle Ages, posing a threat 
to established order until it was crushed and its 
leaders burned at the stake in 1314. Barruel in¬ 
sisted that the Templars were not really destroyed 
but continued on through the centuries, working 
toward the destruction of all monarchies, the over¬ 
throw of the Papacy, and the establishment of 
universal civil liberties for all. 

According to Barruel, the Templars had cap¬ 
tured control of another secret revolutionary group: 
the Order of Freemasons, an organization espous¬ 
ing liberal and democratic principles which grew 
up among the stone masons and cathedral workers 
during the Middle Ages. And yet another group, 
Barruel said, was involved in the grand conspiracy 
that culminated in the French Revolution: It was 
the Illuminati, established in 1776 by Adam Wei- 
shaupt, a Bavarian law professor. Members of this 
secret society were initiated in progressive stages, 
achieving “illumination" through the study of ra¬ 
tionalistic philosophy and the humanities. Initiates 
first made confessions of their life histories, and 
then took oaths of absolute secrecy. Over time, 
the Illuminati spread through Germany and into 
France by infiltrating the lodges of Freemasons. 
However, dissident members eventually revealed 
the inner workings of the sect to authorities, .inj 
it was condemned by the Roman Catholic church 
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and finally dissolved by the Bavarian government 
in 1786. To some historians, the IHuminati amounted 
to a rationalistic movement of the Enlightenment. 
But others portrayed Weishaupt as a hellish fiendi 
aiming to abolish all authorits’i and thereby redis¬ 
covering and promoting liberty and equality — 
those basic, primitive human qualities that had 
been submerged by law and private property. (The 
Illuminari surfaced in GerTnany once more at the 
end of the nineteenth centu^>^ then was abolished, 
along with other secret societies, by Hitler.) 

By the end of the eighteenth centu^y^ Bairuel 
claimedt the Templars had also organized a secret 
literary academy whose membership came to in' 
elude Voltaire, Condorcet, and Diderot. Its writ' 
ings contributed to the breakdown of public morals 
and religion among the French, and its adherents 
went on to build a vast organisation that came to 
be known as the Jacobins, and w-as instrumental 
in overthrowing the monarchy of France. Barmel 
wrote that unless the conspiracy was stopped, it 
would grow until it ruled the world. 

As Cohn notes, Jews did not play any great 
part in the French Revolution — any more than 
they helped lay its philosophic foundations — and 
hence did not figure into Banners initial world' 
wide conspiracy theory. They first became entan¬ 
gled in the myth of conspiracy in 1806, when 
Barrue! received a letter from J.B. Simonini, a 
retired army officer living in Florence. Simon ini 
applauded Bairuel for revealing the *'hellish sects 
which are preparing the way for the Antichrist,'* 
and called his attenrion to the "Judaic sect,” which 
was "the most formidable power, if one considers 
its great wealth arid the protection it enjoys in 
almost all European countries.” Simonini went on 
to tell how he stumbled onto this great conspiracy 
at a gathering of Piedmontese jews in northern 
Italy. Pretending to be Jewish himself, Simonini 



Title page of a 1 945 Frencfi edition of die Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion. 


said, he eavesdropped on their conversation, learn¬ 
ing their innermost secrets. They confided to him 
that Jews had not only founded the Freemasons 
and the Illuminati, they had even disguised them- 
selves as Christians and become clergymen, includ¬ 
ing cardinals and bishops. Soon they hoped to 
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have a Jew named Pope. Unwiccing Christians had 
already granted these impostors full civil rights, 
allowing them to buy up land and houses to such 
an extent that true Christians would be dispos' 
sessed^ their churches made over into synagogues, 
and they themselves reduced to slaves. 

As time W'ent on, Cohn explains, the myth 
of the “demon Jew'^ received further embellishment 
Sevenry'tive years after Simonini's revelations, Biar- 
riij, a novel by Sir John Retcliffe (a pen name for 
Hermann Goedsche, an official in the Prussian 
postal sen'ice), gained great pL>pularir>' across Europe, 
It contained a spooky chapter entitled "In the 
Jewish Cemetery in Prague,'^ which described how 
once every hundred years, the reigning elders of 
the tw-elve tribes of Israel gathered around the 
grave of the most senior rabbi and issued reports 
on the progress of the grand plot to enslave the 
gentiles and take over the world. 

This story of the Prague cemetery was pub¬ 
lished in pamphlet form throughout Russia and 
then in France. At first it was created as fiction, 
then gradually, through repetition, it became 
accepted as fact. Over time the form of the diatribe 
changed, and the different speeches were consoli¬ 
dated into one speech by the head rabbi, made 
before a secret meeting of Jews. It became knowm 
as “TT^e Rabbi's Speech," and it was published as 
such across Europe. 

These different versions of the Jewish conspir¬ 
acy myth, printed over the course of the nine^ 
teenth century, provided the basic plot line of the 
notorious Protocols of the Elders o/2ion. Again, in 
the case of the Protocols, a fantastic fiction soon 
became widely accepted as fact. The Protocols are 
framed by a fantasy in which a world congress of 
leading Jews has gathered in Cracow, Poland in 
1840 to plot the best means for spreading Judaism 
across the globe. The book itself consists of a series 
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of WTitren lectures in which a member of the 
purported secrer Jewish government — the Elders 
of Zion — lays out a plot for world domination. 
There are twenty'-four chapters, about 1,200 pages 
in all. 

In brief, the Protocols argue that people are 
incapable of governing themselves, and only a 
despot using armed force can rule effectively. For 
years, the Protocols say, the Jews have plotted this 
course, and now they must rise to power by pitting 
the gentiles against one another until, eventually, 
the Jews will be able to enlist the masses tn over' 
throwing their indolent gentile leaders* Thereafter 
ihe masses will he kept under firm control through 
an efficient government that will banish unempioy' 
ment, apply taxation in proponion to wealth, 
encourage small business, and promote education. 
During this messianic age the Jewish masters will 
shrewdly promise, but never deliver, liberty. 

The Protocols appeared in Russia at the rum 
of the century, where they helped to whip up the 
emotion behind the pogroms. Later, they were the 
subject of articles, reviews, and editorials by the 
Times and the Spectator in England, and they were 
eagerly embraced in Germany, where the German 
defeat in World War I was widely blamed on a 
Jewish conspiracy, A correspondent for the 
London Times then discovered that, in part, the 
Protocols w'ere a plagiarism, copied from an 1865 
pamphlet attacking Napoleon III, written by Maurice 
Joly and entitled Dialogue aujc En/ers entre Mon- 
tesqwieu et Mochiavel. And it was revealed that a 
later version of the Protocols had probably been 
concocted on instructions from the head of the 
Czars secret police shortly before the Russian Revo¬ 
lution, as parr of an intrigue against revolutionaries 
living outside Russia. These bogus Protocol never¬ 
theless became the version of the myth that has 
lasted TO this day, the greatest continuing fabrica- 
tion in history’ to withstand the scrutiny of an age 
of supposedly rational thought. 
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Front Man For Fascism: ‘‘Bo” Gritz And The Racist Populist Party 


By People Against Racist Terror (PART), Bur¬ 
bank, CaUfortUa 

lie down wiih dogs, gel up with Oeas. ‘"Bo’' 
Gritz and his supporters must know the truth of 
lids bli of country common sense. 

Yet four years ago. Bo Gritz (rhjTucs with 
Knighis) accepted a noimnaiion to nm for Vice- 
President of the United Stales on a ticket with 
'‘fomer” Ku Klux Klan grand dra^goo David 
Duke, from the Populist Party, And now. Bo is 
preparing to run as the Populist Party candidate 
for President in 1992- In 1988, Bo had the good 
sense to resign from the deket and run for Con¬ 
gress from Nevada instead, Bui even as neo-nazi 
David Duke piarlayed the credibility he got from 
his Populist presidential run into electoral success 
in Louisiana as a Republican, Bo Qnu. has at¬ 
tached himself irrevocably to the Pofmlisi Party 
as its candidate for PresidotL 

In recent yean, Gritz has re-established a good 
deal of die ciedibility he lost several years ago 
after his naked self- promotion for an abortive 
“raid" on south-east Asia, He claimed he was 
going to fmd and free MLA’s supposedly sdll held 
captive. Whereas then, Gritz directed most of his 
fund-raising efforts ai the Hollywood right, like 
Clint Eastwood and William Shatocr, he has 
recently been focusing his spealemg and fund¬ 
raising activides in CaHfoniia and elsewhere 
around the country mere at progressives and 
others concerned about George Bush, and the New 
World Order. Gritz has been speakiug out about 
his discoveries of CIA involvement in heroin 
trading in south-east Asia and his awareness 
while heading Green Bea^t counter-insurgency 
effort inLatm America of similar involvement ia 
cocaine dealing. 

As a result, he has been developing a wide 
audience, and to some degree a following , among 
opponents of U.S. inteivendon m. the Ihird 
World- Leftists and even pacifrsts, who would 
otherwise be extremely suspidous of ttds milita¬ 
rist, have gone to hear him speak and been im- 
prasod by his exposes of government double- 
dealing and corruption. He has had substantial 
air-time on Pacifrea radio; Teprescniatives of 
groups such as die Chiisiic Instinite have made 
joonr appearances widi hhn. Now, Gritz is uying 
to influence such people into suf^jorting his 
Populist Party presideniul bid 

The Popolist Party, m spile of its friendly, 
demoaadc soundmg name, is an amalgamation 
of "fonner" Klansmcn, naas, and other racist far- 
righl wingers that was cobbled togedicT in 1984 
with the st^pport of Willis Carto, long ccmsideixd 
sn anti-Semite and Hitler apologist, and his Lib¬ 
erty Lobby, Cano was a member of the Populists* 
National Executive Cmtmitiee from its incep- 
tioiL The Party 's first presidential candidate in 
1984, Rev. Boh Richards, vimaUy ceased cam¬ 
paigning in cmbarrassmmil over the racist namre 
of the party apparaius. Duke, its 1988 nominee, of 
course had no such mis givings. Its fust chairman, 
Robert Weems, a fomier Missisrippi KKK 


leader, described its strategy; "We Populists have 
adopted a tri-partisait approach,., we share with 
Lyndon LaRouche..,, within both major parties 
and dirough the Populist Party itself." (Lyndon 
LaRouche is another nco-nazi poHlical figure 
backed by Carlo who is now in federal prison.) 

Carrying out Lhis strategy, the KKK/Populist 
David Duke ran m the Democratic Presidential 
primaries, then in the general election as a Popu¬ 
list, then in a special election in Louisiana as a 
Republican. He used the notoriety, name recogni- 
tioQ, and national fund-ndsing base he buOi with 
the Populists to win a scat in the state legislature 
and espouse Jus “sanitized" racism. Even after 
wirming offlee as aRepublican In 19S9, Duke met 
with the Populists, including such party sudwans 
as Chicago nazi leader Art Jones. “Bo" has been 
following the same multi-party strategy. Even 
after he resigned from the Populist ticket with 
Duke in 19888, to nm in the Republican primary 
in Nevada, he wrote to thepany, "1 mtend to offer 
the Populist Pany platform in my campaign, and 
carry it forward in public office." Luckily, he lost 
in the primary. 

Wliai is die Populist Party platform and who are 
the PopuJisi leaders? Racism and racists, only 
thinly disguised. Don Wassail, the Pennsylvania 
state chairman who became National Executive 
Directar and now is locked in a power struggle 
with Carlo—the latest in a scries of faction fights 
over control of party finances—used the party's 
newspaper* the PdpuUsi Observer, to reprint 
explicitly racist material from the "National 
Democratic From," an avowed white supremacist 
gnwp based ia Maryland 

Ralph Forbes, who ran Duke’s Populist Cam- 
paign, is another “ex" nazi and "ex" Klansman, 
who then switched parties to nm for office in 
Arkansas* While with the PopuHsls, he ran a 
"Christian Idcatity"-oricnied radio miiiisiry 
calkd “The Sword of Christ" He recently filed 
suit 10 prevent t medical school inhis state from 
teadung about abortions. Forbes contiiiucs to be 
closely assodaied with the Knights of the Ku 
Khn Klan leader Thom Robb, who recently de¬ 
clared that the KKK intends to train "one thou¬ 
sand David Dukes.” 

Van Lornan, who chaired the Ohio chapter of 
the Populist Party, and ran under its banner for the 
Cincinnati City Council, was fonnerly the Grand 
Dragon of the Ohio Knights of the Ku Khix Klan. 

Joiy Pope, once the state PopulisC chair in 
Kenmcky, was anoiganizerof theNational States 
Rights party, the segregationist, anti-scnutic 
grouping led by convicted Bfrmmgham church 
bember JS. Stoner. (Interestingly, when Duke 
switched to the Republicans and won a seat in the 
Louisiani legislature, his opponent endorsed by 
the“oMcial*'Republican apparatus from Reagan 
and Bush on down, had also been a member of the 
racist NSRP.) 

In Washington Stale, in 1989, the United Front 
Against Fascism held several successful demon- 
semians against the Populists, thwarting their 
efforts to obtain ballot status in one county. As a 


result, anti-racist organizers received death 
threats. The Christian Sons of Liberty, an 'Tden- 
lity” group central to Populist organizing there, 
put out viscous red-baiting and anti-gay attacks 
on UFAF leaders. The CSL published home ad¬ 
dresses of UFAF organizers, in a clear attempt to 
foment violence. 

Locally in California, the Populist Part is cut 
from the same mold. California has always been 
one of the strongest state affiliates of the Popu¬ 
lists. David Duke raised 11% of the funds for his 
Louisiana legislative race in California. Half the 
money for his gubernatorial campaign came from 
outside of Louisiana, much of it from California, 
Local leaders of the Populists have included for^ 
mci San Femando/Simi Valley Klan leader Den¬ 
nis Hilligoss, and Harbor-area nazi activist Joe 
Fields, an associate of Nazi party chieftain Stan 
Witek and Tom Metzger of WAR (White Ajyan 
Resistance). Fields is, in fad, a member of the 
party’s National Executive Corruniiiec. 

Behind the Gritz campaign, the Populists have 
become the most active neo-nazi group in south¬ 
ern California, and are successfully uniting a 
variety of racists in their ranks. This year, the 
Populists have sponsored several programs in 
Orange County, one featuring John 'Tyndall, 
leader of the neo-nazi National Front in England. 
Another spotlighted the impeached ex-governor 
of Arizona. Evan Mecham* whose reactionary 
forces have allied with fundamentalist preacher 
Pat Robciison to take over the Republican Party in 
his home state. Among the participants at the 
Populist parlay was Kim Badynsld, head of the 
virulent Northwest Knights of the Ku Kltix Klan 
based In Washington Suue. In Ventura Coun^ 
and up north to Alameda County, the California 
PopuHsts have held party meetings to commemo¬ 
rate Aldolf Hitler’s birthday. Such Populist or¬ 
ganizing legitinuzes the fear and hatred of the 
privileged for the oppressed that gencraics hate 
mme. 

The danger of the Populisis and the Gritz 
campaign is not that he will win the presidency. 
As of this writing, the Populists have not yet 
achieved ballot status in any state; (although here 
in California, they will presumably run under the 
American Independent banner, a recognized stare 
party still on the ballot since running George 
Wallace for President in the sixties). The real 
danger is that the Populists will succeed in further 
legitimizing racist and anti-semitic politics. They 
have a long-range goal, of unifying ChrisuBn 
ri^tiits and Christian patriots, anti-abortionists 
and anti-s^nites, into an apparatus dommated by 
neo-nazis. With Gritz, they have the added bonus 
at the same time of coopting or at least disarming 
progressive forces that would have otherwise 
have exposed and opposed them. Unifying with 
Gritz would meviubly discredit the white left 
with the movements for immigrants fights, Black 
empowerment, women's liberation and gay and 
lesbian dignity. 

No one concerned about conspiracies and 
abuse of govcTTunent power, about spiritual dc- 
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vdopment or the suivival of the pknet, should 
offer ihc racist and fascistic oder-ted Populist 
Party a shred of legitimacy. Tlic KuKlux Klan has 
alway s been the number one racist omspiiatori d 
group in U.S. history, seeking power to carry ou: 
its divisive anddesmiciiveprograirt The Populist 
Party is the latest hood these night riders have pu: 
on tq mask their ideniities so they can win popul ar 
support forcarry ing out their racist tCTor. DON'T 
BE HOOD-WINKED! 

The problem wiiii"BQ"Gritz's Populist candi¬ 
dacy is not merely oncof guiliby association with 
neo-nazis. CriLz himself openly embraces the 
Populists* politics of arLti-semidsm. racism, anti- 
immigrant hysteria and anti^gay bigotry. As criti¬ 
cism has begun to emerge of the Populists, Gritz 
has claimed in his speaking engagements that he 
has "cleaned house" since the Duke days. But this 
is an outright lie. Joe Fields, for example, the open 
neo-nazi who heads the Populists in L.A., is also 
a ciOTcnt national officer of the Party* Wha:*s 
more. Grinds connections to racists and ami- 
semites extend beyond the ranks of the Populist 
Party itself. 

For example, Gritz is a member of the board of 
the Populist Acdofn Comnutice (PAC), estab¬ 
lished by Willis Carto of the Spotlight, Although 
Carte is OT die ouis with ihe currctii leadership of 
the Populist Party, accusing them of financui 
mismanagement, he suppom Gritz, and Gritz in 
turn supports the PAC’s approach of backing 
sympathetic Democrais and Republicans as well 
IS Populists. While many of Gruz's southern 
California speaking appearances seem directed tr 
progressives, the bulk of his organizing atxi 
speech-making is carried out dinpugh the appara¬ 
tus of the "Chiisdan Identity” movement, which 
preaches that Anglo-Americans are the trw 
"chosen people" of the Bible, that Jews are satin- 
spawn, and that non-whites are "prt-Adamic," 
that is, sub-human. Ihe Coalition far Human 
Dignity in Portland, OR has do^^miciucd the 
invoivemeni of dte so-called "Christian Patriot 
Identity churches in the GriQ campaign in that 
stale, as well as panidpation by nazi skms. 

In pmicular, Gritz is closely tied to the Rev, 
Pete Peters, a national leadcz" of Christian Identity 
based in Ft. Collins, CO, OriQ has spoken it 
Pcias’ "Scripnires for America** Rocky Moun¬ 
tain Bible Retreat, also attotded by such noted 
witi^semiies as "CoL" Jack Mohr and by KKK 
dcfcaise attorney Korit Lyons. Lyons' Patriotic 
Defoise Foundation has irprescntcd nazi bone- 
heeds, the Order white s uptm acy undogroirad 
seditjon defendants, and is now cooidmatioii Tom 
Mctzger*s appeal of Ms liability for the nazi skm 
killing of an Ethiopian refugee, Otitz has spoken 
at Similar Christian Identity gatberings in the 
northwest, in Nampa, Idaho, and in North Caro¬ 
lina, where he has shared the rostrum w ith neo- 
nazis. 

The connection lo Mohr and Peters is particu¬ 
larly striking because the two were pan of the 
incidmii which precipiteted the murderous binh 
of the "Order” or "B ruder Schw eigen,” a nco-nm 
underground, in the early 19S0*£. Richcri 
Maihcws and David Lane, the founders of lins 
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clandestine, para-military outfit, hooked up at 
Peter's La Porte based "church." And it was the 
humiliation of Jack Mohr, a guest of Peter's in 
Colorado, by Denver talk show host Alan Berg, 
which prompted the Order conspirators lo execute 
Berg and mitiaic their reign of racist terror, (This 
incident was dramatize din the films "Talk Radio” 
and "Betrayed/*) Mohr* meanwhile, has been 
promoting the Populist Party since its inception 
through his para-miliLaiy network, the Christian 
Patriots Defense League. 

In a speech to Peter*s retreat, Gritz acknowl¬ 
edged [hat the money to print his seif-published 
campaign autobiography, "Called to Seive," 
came from Rev. Petm. “Called to Serve” spells 
out Gritz's own far-right views preity clearly. He 
refers to the "Rockefeller/Rothschild” Federal 
Reserve System as being controlled by **scven 
Jewish families.”This is not amomentaiy aberra- 
tioxior a slip of the tongue, At Ms “Call for Action 
’90" conference in Nevada, Gritz featured the 
anti-Semitic views of Eustace Mullins in analyz¬ 
ing die Federal reserve, and he distributes the 
work of Mullins, who was a supporter of Erza 
Pound and the Italian fascists. Reflecting his 
Christian Identity beliefs, Gritz refers to America 
in "Called to Scrv e” as "the new Zion," and white 
Christians as "the gathering tribes of IsracL” 

These views are also reflected and expressed in 
Glitz's own campaign literature for his Populist 
candidacy. In a four- page brochure signed and 
authorized by Gritz, the ex-Green Beret couches 
his program less in electoral than in revolutionist 
terms. “We can, we wUl, we must oust 'the' 
government and restore *our’ sovereignty. We 
need a second American Revolution/' The racist 
narurc of this revolutionism is evidertt in the rest 
of the platfonn he puts forward. Referring to his 
enemy as “seditious bankets*' and “salanic glo¬ 
balists,” Gritz pledges to "derail their plans and 
send them back into the abyss," The platform is 
full of xenophobia andr^dsm. "It's time to return 
America to the Americans,.., hall the illegal 
immigntnon that is tunting America into a Third 
World country,,,, end affiTmarive action,,,, end 
this councry's decedent, degenermte ways. Tve 
spent my life fighting for America, and now ii*s 
time to fight agaiiL Will you be a part of my 
grassroots army?” 

This militaristic rhetoric, wrapped in thinly- 
veiled code words for anti-SemitisnH racism, 
sexism, and homophobia, is an invitation to his 
foUowOT to engage in cross-bumings, gay- bash¬ 
ings and vandalism. Nor does Gritz try to separate 
himself from the party as a whole. He specificaDy 
tries to develop "coat-tails'* in his campaign lit¬ 
erature, calling on his backers to support other 
Populist candidates for state and local offices. 
The Populists have been using Gritz's candidacy 
to step up dieir racist organizing all around the 
country. PART learned about the Populists* L.A, 
organizing and its local anti-immigrant, anti- 
Semitic activities while distributing a leaflet 
headed “Bo Knows the Truth About the Racist 
Populist Party," at an appearance by Gritz at the 
L.A, airport Hilton, 

Typically, that event was sponsored not by the 


Populists themselves, but by a local "new age^ 
bookstore, MandaJa Books, which has been run¬ 
ning a conspiracy lecture series. They invited th 
Christie Institute to have a table after becomii^ 
worried about Bo's racist and rightist affiliates. 
But the Populists also had stable at the event, ar.^ 
were out m force, Tncy beg an anti- Jewish haras 
ment of the anti-racist activist who was distribu'?— 
ing the expose of their racist nature, calling him 
alternately a Communist and an agent of ti. 
Mossad (Israeli espionage), and saying helooke 
like Jewish attorney Alan Dershowitz. Many oT 
the several hundred people drawn to the event 
were evidently disturbed by the Populists* tacticj 
and questioned Gritz about his connections wii 
them during the evenL Gritz defended the paitJT 
and was more open about his won rightist politics 
than he has been In the past. 

PART exposed and demonstrated outside_ 

gathering of the Populists at the Hastings Ranch 
public library in Pasadena, CA in September 
They were meeting to plan a “Borderwatch 
demonstration for later in the month. They hadtr- 
speaker from a group called “Stop Immigration 
Now/' wMch has been involved with “Light LJ 
the Border” demonstrations in San Diego. At 
other planned speaker, sn Arab doctor who wenT 
on a delegation to Jordan led by Nord Davis, a 
white racist from North Gaiolina who was oj 
posed to the Gulf War, canceled after PAR 
exposed the meeting and the racist nature of thV 
Populists* We expressed outrage that the Popu* 
lists would be pramoiing anti-immigrant hysicr 

on the eve of Mexican independence day, an_ 

propagating anti-semitism in the midst of the 
Jewish high holidays. The following month, th- 
Populists met at the library again under heav 
police guard. Five counter^demonstraiors wet^s- 
arrested, and several brutally wrestled down and 
struck by poUcc in riot gear, 

A contingent of about half a dozen B lack me 
associated with the Self Detenninfltion Comiiiif-^ 
tee have attended the Populist events in Pasadena, 
The Self'Dctcnnmadon Committee* nm by 
Black pseudo-nationalist named Robert Brocl 
has been promineniJy allying itself with while 
supremacisi in southern California for several 
years. Brock's most notable association has bcci 
with Daniel Johnson, author of the so-called Pac _ _ 
Amendment to the Constitution, wMch would 
restrict U.S, citizenship to people of nonherr 
Eumpean extraction. The Populists have pickci 
up members from the pace Amendment Advo-^ 
cates, w'hich closed its Glendale, CA headquarters 
after Johnson moved to Mcmtaiia to run for Con 
gress. They also seem lo be emphasizing the anti 
Jewish and anti-immigrant aspects of their poli^ 
tics to cement an alliance of convenience with 
Brock’s group. Fields tricE to cite this opportun 
is tic alliance to claim that the Populisis arc nc 
racisL ^ 

Told they had to put up a bond lo cover the costs 
of police protection and that they could not cx 
elude people from the library, the Populists trie-, 
to meet elsewhere. In November, the Populists' 
youth front group. Students fcff America, tried 
sponsor a Populist-inspired conference at Pasad 




ena City College Featuring Fields, Brock and a 
speaker from the American Independent Party 
(die right-racist group with ballot siaois in Cali* 
fomia which ran both George Wallace and umc- 
constructed white racist Lester Maddos for presi¬ 
dent), The college canceled, evidently for reasons 
of security* after the nature of the gathering was 
exposed. (PCC students had been among those 
arrested ai the library dcmonstraiions.)ThePopu* 
lists then tried to secure the meeting hall of the 
American Friends Service Committee in Pasad¬ 
ena under false pretenses. The AFSC also can¬ 
celed when they were mformed of who it actually 
was trying to rent their facility. 

The youth group which fronted for the Popu* 
lists in Pasadena, “Students for America,” is also 
organizing on at least one other campus in this 
area, Srudents for America was set up nationally 
as the shell of a youth foimation for the Populists 
hut now seems to be taking on a real existence. 
The chapter at Cal State Univeni^ in Northridge, 
scene of several reason {fsic}} hat incidents 
directed against lesbians and gays, Jews and 
Mexicans, planned to bring embattled LA* police 
chief Daryl Gates to the campus to speak on 
Wednesday, Nov. 13. Gales canceled at noon on 
the day of his scheduled appearance, supposedly 
because of fean of security problems, after stu¬ 
dents from the BSU, MEChA and SQUISH, anew 
lesbian and gay group, planned to demonstrate. 
Stefan Khachaturian, who described himself as a 
regional coordmaior for Students for America, 
vowed that Gates would come to speak to a 
private, closed meeting of the group. Students for 
America is also reportedly organizing in the 
“Inland Empire'* area of Riverside and San 6cr- 
iiardino counties, cast of Los Angeles,. 

Joe Fields: The Face Of The Populists 

The head of the LA* County chapter of the 
Populists, also a member of its national executive 
eamnutiee, who chaired the Pasadena meeting, is 
Joe Fields. One Joe Fields in national leadership 
is more than enough to discredit any political 
formation, and Fields is typical, not exceptional, 
in thcranks of the PopuUsts* Reids has been anazi 
activist of long-standing in the LA. Harbor area. 
He has also become a naticmal “footnote" to the 
story of David Duke’s campaign for governor of 
Louisiana, after a tape recorded interview with 
Fields and Duke was widely circulaicdL On the 
tape, Fields openly asserted his nazi identity tmd 
beliefs, such as chat the Jews deserve "eveiiything 
they get, even cxtsnniiiatioii,“ while Duke ad¬ 
monishes him to be more discrecL It's ironic that 
Fields, who boasts on ihe tape that he would 
"nev^ deny" he is a nazi, now is denying it, 
having taken Duke’s advice to heaiL Fields spe* 
cificdly opposes dcmoCTBcy on the tape, noting 
that it allows “anything that can claim to be 
human to vote.” His speech is riddled with refer¬ 
ences to “Idkcs" and “niggers." Now Fields pro¬ 
fesses to be a supporter of the Bill of Rights, but 
on the tape he declares mancr of factly that he 
would suppress any speech that he deems not m 
the interest of the white race. 

Like David Duke, Fields has made a career 


since his youth of his neo-nari politics. On the 
tape he expresses the admiration he has had for 
Hiller and the nazis ever since he saw war movies 
as a little boy. While a student at L.A. Harbor 
College, Fields ran a scries of articles in the 
student newspaper calling the Holocaust a hoax, 
some taken without attribution from right-wing 
publications. He was disciplined for meeting on 
campus with Tom Metzger to plan the distribution 
of “holo-Hoax" material. 

Later, openly acknowledging his nazi affili¬ 
ation, Fields joined three other nazi party mem¬ 
bers in wearing sw-astikas into an Oktoberfesi 
celebration at a German lestauianL The nazis 
were expelled after refusing to remove the nazi 
regalia (and because the bathroom had been van¬ 
dalized with nazi gra^ti on their previous visit.) 
Fields sued, represented by the ACLU, and won. 
(On the gape. Fields refers to his defenders as the 
“ACL-Jew“.) One of Fields' co-plaintiffs in the 
swastika case, nazi psiry chieftain Stan Witek, 
was convicted on weapons and assault charges 
and more recently for conspiracy for burning 
crosses in LA. along with Tom Metzger during 
this same period of time. Fields himself got into 
a brawl with Jewish activists at a City Council 
action in 19SS on the swastika case. 

After “leavmg" the nazis. Fields was closely 
associated with the Institute for HUtorical Re* 
view, set up to question Hitler’s genocide by 
Willis Carlo, publisher of the Spotlight and 
founder of the Populist Party. He married a South 
African woman, like David Duke, who und^- 
weni plastic surgery* Reids has changed his ap¬ 
pearance; he has trimmed down from a wei^t 
that once exceeded 300 pounds. Bui neither man 
has changed his white supremacist politics. 
Remember - a vote for“Bo" Glitz is a vote for Joe 
Fields and the politics of hate he represents. 

PART is planning a continuing campaign 
against Gritz and the Populists. Gricz and such 
backers of his as Craig Hulct {tjk/u ECC, Dc Pass) 
have been getting a lot of air time on KPFK here 
in L.A. and other Pacifica Stations. His material 
has been r^irintied and promoted by the progres¬ 
sive oriented conspiracy catalog from Ptevailing 
Winds Research in Santa Barbara. Hulcl, who 
also has been involved in Spotlight and Liberty 
Lobby circles, claims to be apolitical but against 
racism himself, and to have his disagreements 
with Griai, Yet he is urging the left to distegaid or 
mule criticism of Gritz, claiming such criticUms 
are really coming from George Bush and the 
"globalists." Gritz returned the favor by promot¬ 
ing a Hulct meeting in Seattle in October 1991. 
The PWR promo for Gritz's literature includes a 
pamphlet by long-time anti-semitc Eustice 
MulHns. The Christie Institute, for another ex¬ 
ample, allowed itself to be used to give Gritz 
credibility, at the same time that it presents itself 
as an and- racist organization. 

After several exposes and criticism of this 
connection, Qiristic has begun to back away from 
Gritz. They issued a somewhat self-contradictory 
disclaimer of their involvement After saying that 
Christie “does not form alliances with racist or 
anti-seniitic extremists," Sara Nelson, the na* 


tional director of the Christie Institute in a letter 
to In These Times objecting to an article docu- 
mejiting Christie participation in Gritz-sponsored 
activities, goes on to say, “we can be accused of 
not having severed our relationship with him 
earlier than we did." Christie needs !o more 
forthcoming about what that “relationship" was, 
and why they were unaware of this years-long 
mvolvcmcni with the Populists. Even in this 
letter, Nelson says only that “the charges against 
Gritz, if true, are extremely serious. “In reprinting 
the lener in their own newsletter, Christie frames 
it with the assertion chat they had no formal 
relationship with Gritz and were “saddened and 
shocked'* to hear of his affiliation. 

In another chiUing example, progressives asso¬ 
ciated with “Vox Populi”, an attempted anti- 
intervention coffee-house in the Venice area, 
helped a local activist who calls himself “Tom 
Beveille" to sian up a “pirate” radio station, a 
mini-transmitter not covered by the FCC, Rev¬ 
eille nimcd out to be a follower of Willis Cano, 
the notorious inti-semite. He has received funds 
with which to continue broadcasting from Carto, 
and devotes his stir time to questioning the Holo- 
causL Reveille has admitted meeting with Joe 
Fields and with open members of the Nazi Party. 
Meanwhile, programmers at KPFK and KPFA 
continue to grant substantial air time to Gritz and 
other who advocate an alliance of the left and right 
(including racists) against George Bush, while 
denying access to their air to researchers and 
activists who would expose these dangerous 
developments. 

The ‘friew age" movement is another area where 
Gritz, the Populists, and other racists have been 
recruiting. The Alexandria II bookstore in Pasad¬ 
ena has held a book-signing pany for Gritz, to 
peddle “Called to Serve." It has distributed 
“Phoenix Express," a bizarre "new age”pubEca- 
tion with supposedly "channeled'' writing from 
spiriQ which support Gritz and have regurgiuted 
the vicious anti-scnutic forgery “Protocob of the 
Elders of Zion," Mioidala Bookstore in Santa 
Monica, despite expressing ntisgivings about the 
Populists, continues u> sponsor Gritz and other 
similar speakers, mixed in with John Stock well or 
Dame! Sheehan as if there were no distincticm. 

Another area of intense Gritz/Populist recruit¬ 
ment is among "conspiracy buBfr." The Spotlight 
crowd, through Cano'i “Noontide Press," has 
always mixed claims of CIA double-dealmg with 
theoriefi about JcwishyMasonic domination- Thus 
Willb Carto has promoted Mark Lane's conspir¬ 
acy theories about the Kennedy assassination and 
ri^tist Rctchcr Pfouty’s “msider" exposes of the 
CIA; Craig Hulet relies on Anthony Sutton, 
whose books are mainly mariceted by neo-nazi, 
for a critique of the Trilateral Commission. Some 
people are swallowing this bait, and gening 
hooked for the rest of the Populist politics. Pre¬ 
vailing Winds Research's catalog continues to 
offer Gritz's material without any disclaimer or 
warning* as if it were equivalent to the anti- 
imperialUi analyses of Michael Parenti or the 
anti-fascist exposes by Russ BcUant which diey 
also offer. Groups in Pratiand* Colorado, San 
jtfa 
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Eugenics = Racist Science 


by li<« i Con MogSn 

TjT T Jiile ^up4 ©f -^ htie stu- 
V I diems ihcir 

ivn lAiih vsnd4li'im 4ft4 
W W viGknrr. tnd Oliver 
T f tiudcTty of cotcy fought for 
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Mind eye (" racism on caflTpus. 

Aa ^jdent^ of eofw and Jhrir anti- 
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of rKisrr. deserve funJicr icj^tiny, Some 
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Ktd ideoicfua are enuoftsd with FuEl 
tenure «! pratipoufi tfnrvtrsitjes and col- 
lef ef. One of the mcisK hiding out m the 
haJh of Ecademe at Stanford L-nivcrsii^. 
'* ts- the \kz H'iltiiin Shoddey. the No¬ 
bel fttcfi'*Tnnifig seiendsi, kivown fur 
hi? theofiei of Blick inferiesrity [Set No 
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In the spring of 1990 Sew Yori'i 
Qty CofisTe began an “inqtiiiy" inio the 
practie» of of hs tfliured profti- 

SOTS, incbdihi; Dr. Michael Levin, sf> 
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srudlcTTls of c&loT when rhry pcrwitE ihc^e 
eacisis in leach, study and spvFad their 
tlocirine. protecicd by the myth of aca¬ 
demic freebewn. 
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MMWNi 

“Ejijpciiieit*"is a wrm first made popu- 
I ar hy Gaiton (I i 19 ] 1 j in 

I in his widely rtad book faqusrits 
mfo Human Filf lifft arid its Dfvtfrtp- 
menf. GaitOft, tn ertIhusiasbC eugenic:iisl. 
[ook the lerm from ihe Grwk word 

, "‘ctigcfite.*' 

I Euipen icisls in Ihe U.S., Germany and 
EflgluKf arpjed diaE most behavioral 
! trails wer? genetk^lydetermiried.^ 

I reasoned that these iniu c<H^ be TTKpdi^ 

fi«J bj CDniroHed breeding. They adv< 3 - 
Crated compulury StnilizatiDn f>nr 
'‘criminais, sen deviants, and the feehk- 

In the U.S. fh& movemeht»«,, and 
ii. supported by profesMjfs at prestigiouf 
tchooH «uch at Harvard. CDlumhna and 
the University of California. FrnanciaJ 
suppofl came from majw Aiitencan 
foundations like the Rockefeller and 
Cwnegie foundsiions and many simher 

□OCf. 

BctW'ccfi and 1930 cugcmcirts 
in Ihe U.S. successfully lobbied foreu- 
gerie siesilizaiion and anti—rniscegena- 
lion bwi-s as welf harsh criminal »d«. 
Overihiny stalespavsedeugenic stcriJ- 
ization bws. and some 70,000 Americafts 
were eventually' stclilized under these 
laws. Tn Europe the early eisgerks mov*^ 
merit cuiminaicd m Nazi lauji mg farms 
and death evnp^ 

Despite its thornughly di.scndlied his- 
roiy* a modem-day eugenics rrwvemenl 
eiLisiEi] in niL uiiiiiiU Sifus 
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icpiarwuugn of bUck people in 
mcdicR, enpneoing wd phikiuaphy. 

v^Tidr Ills Etitementi would be con- 
trover^ inyWheR. they have hesi pw- 
liculvty dr'tmictiiT on ■ cimpits 
stud« Indy iji 39 percait Blade. 21 per^ 
cent Lieino. and 11 percer ^ Aaian. 

Dr. Lm-in, *6 ii fully tmured and has 
tuighi« de cDi lege Since 1969. He tw 
I Rs.D. from Cdlumbii UnriwsTty lA 
philcK^^. Dr. Levin, lato h ncs »psy- 
chakifis. began writing m intell'igem 
in the caady I9f0s beouse oThis intHut 
in ihe *TncaaI phi hjsophy* of aflirmadvt 
acTML The argianent fonffinnatrw ic- 
MfL he wd HI Ml interview, has b«n 
that h4aeka need p rafcnJ it g i became of A 
hisiorv' of exclisjoii Bm if. be said Bicir 

thing IbsidK deprivitkin, dwn whites 
can nopccvnpefKitiT^ 

Dsa on such IQ. leffl h the 
WedBlcf .Aduh Intelligtnec Scale; he 
said, i?ipw^ thit the ivnife hhek tags 
\5 p«ras behind whrlet The m ii n l u n 
rebutaf e <odi viewpmntt is diM bnEtlf- 
gtnoc Kucs mesawre qnly p er fur tiiice 
on a ii:^ a;xl se cutim^y bLiMd in fa¬ 
vor of ■ while, mrddlt^iiasciperinKZ. 

[f Lmin wu only one racist-nui<ase 
who mmaged to land a teaching jbb if a 
ma|£B' uH!«n irv^irtMJO, [has wouM be 
bad smsh- But Levin b one of many 
eu gnpi*.;i4i C3n camptuu imund the 
counen. b ii am- wondo- tJiai imiv^siiy 
adjTiuKECMDn can't meet the need] of 


Oshorn of the Ll niversir^ of Georgia, 
who is a leader of che rev eugenic^:. 

Cunmily Ihe rioneer Fund it financ- 
TPig rhe racitE"English Only" MoveincnE, 
^fc'hich is jncmpting iomsti-f Enctish ihe 
unK' lanpuapc pcimirred in 'iie United 
SutD. Thrt would, do aua^ wiihbilirw 
gua] edutaTion.all jnfermaEsofi flyci^and 

parn^leti ftnm the fedeP*] govcTnrncnl 

wpoid be publtshed in Engkth only, and 
offifiil siputingovemmtni buildings 
wculd he pHnicd in Ehgti<h only. 

Piofietr hat also funded Dt. Audrey 


many. England uik] South Africa. The 
aim of diEE movement Ka morfd of "ra- 
ciaCly piiT MDclks'' living in sepanie geo- 
gn|;^k ai™. with siria apartheid 
practiced in anas wheir racial groups 
ibtrc one geogt^phic ImkI mass. The «* 
Ueme wing of this Tiwvcmcnt openly id- 
vDcadH the eliminiiion of non-while 
races, Jewi, and homtneitudG. Tbe new 
eugemci movemcdil it supported by a 
gmwinf network of foundkioiB, uso- 
ciaboriL journals and academ^Um. 

IHf nOHIllFUtID 

Fomded in 1937, by Fredsick 
O^bonu SeciTiBjy of the American Eu- 
genks Sockiy. and Haory Laughlin, Di* 
racior of the Cimegk IruniimE'i 
Eugenka Record Office, ihe Pioneer 
which prorTHtes theones of B] act 
inrenorTty, ii still active today. 

During iSe iP50a and 6Cb the T^wieer 
Fund was directed by ftepL Francis E. 
Waller, who was Uw chairrftan of (be 
House Cormninee on On-Amerscaii Ac* 
tivities, TWo other Boanl nimiber^ were 
Henry GtiTeB.then headcri'(he Psychol¬ 
ogy Depvtmeni itCotlJinbU Univenuity, 
and James O. EastlMid, the right-wing 
Scnaior fmm Mississippi. The Fund s re- 
aources came ftwii toy ’V^iift Draper, 
who died in 1972 and tefi the Fund SI .4 
milliofvBy 1911 the Fund'i asiets 
in LJLNJud to S4.2 mitlkin. 

DireclDn of tbeBonccrftmd in 1981 
incluffed Inhn B. Tftvtif, a fusmder ofthe 
Amenon Coilltion of P^fcriocic Sockiks 
and an advisor lo Billy James Hargis' 
Christiafi Crusade. In the mid-1970s the 
r k wMf Fund helped toring Hogef 
Ptifsorx Brilhh author at Eufenict and 
flacf. eo the US. Pearson foceivtti Pio¬ 
neer fundi Rnd worked with WiHis CarlOv 
who runs the ultra-ccnnrvjtive Liberty 
LoWty and publishes die right-wing and 
anb Setnitie newspaper. Thf Spaftifhi. 

Olfw recTpients of Pioneer grants in- \ 
dude Ihe late Will iara Shockley of 
Stanfrad Uoiveniriy (S m,0CXl ermr 10 
yrara) and Anhur Jensen of UC fierke- i 
ley. loding proponents of Black inferi- | 
CTity: Dt Frank McCuit; and R.Travis ; 


trr'idi'^ lhat all their pmhtems orr caused 
racism, .a dopmj [h»[...haii unju^lv 
Manicd many fair tnintjed Tnichcn fm 
[he f i'luiic achieviement pap in our 

C D Dariingtrai cnocludejt rhe vol¬ 
ume with adiurers^inn rm “emmeipi. 
iion."' 

"Thoy'^iuls of S’epoids were re¬ 
moved fram Africi, wficir the women 
hone chilidrrti and did the work while the 
I trim did [he fightitif and kepi the pnpol&- 
tSoft stable iit numl^Tt!.. On the North 


By 1930 eygeokisfs its ihe U*S. sixxessFuD/ lobbied 
for eugenic sterilOTffcn ond anti^miscegenotion lows- 
Over thirty stales passed eugenic sIcnTization laws 
ond some 70,000 Americans were evenlually 
slerifaied undo- these laws. 


Shuey. whsxe hook Thf of Ntj^ro 

fitrrWi^rJTrf, hoi ten th? teii^ for many 
racisi studies includinf tiwe of Arthur 
Jensen.and RJ. Hermstrin, Professtprof 
psychology at Harvard!. MraJem engen- 
iCT ajgumcnt.'i are rypifwd in Human 
ViiriaHon The Biap.^v-hoh^y rf Aje. 
Race and 5e.t, ofte of ihe ntw ctrgcnSc!d 
leau available in erillfgc lihraries iDday. 
Published by the Acadsnic Press in 
l97fi, Che teJt! Gcmtgins 11 original essays 
hv authors like Arthur Jerwen aod 
Atjdrey Shucy. AcacSemic Pras is nel a 
v tfiT pahfrihef. but i Ktrtwidiary of 
Harcotirt, Brace, Jcivancn'ich o« of 
thr largest and most reputahie publishing 
hnuw hn the US- A ftimiLar iexi by John 
R, Baker, cnbllcd Jfuinr. published 
by the pie$bpioiu$ Oxford UnjveTsiry 
Press in both Bid New YoriL 

RACIfT ta THIOVfIS 

Dwighl Ingle, Professot Emeritus at 
d>c Unjvcrsily of Chicago, and a coo- 
thteor to Human VHriadara says "If we 
accept the Ne^id-Ccucasoid IQ gap' 
K a diiracleristic of theiff divene 
hcTednability. vtre migifl nep lelitiE Ne- 


Amencan and West Indian pianiabofi.s, 
(hey all had work. There was neither 
famirre nor uncmplov-raenii, and dirtt 
u.a? very litilc wa.TSe envirurmyntt 
inore Lvorahlc than anyiJipng they 
had esperienoed in Africa. As slaves, 
Ihcy improved in healih and incTea.<;od in 
nnnhers, 

"TTie iinellmually weU^ndowed races. 
cli««. and saciebp; >v3\t. a respomW Eity 
for the preWeim of race mislure, of tmini- 
fratkxi and cipkiitaiim, dial have an^tn 
from Ttcir esercise of etm * "nic mkI politi¬ 
cal pcNiW-They nwy Ivpe to ncqre fio^ 
These responsihilidK by claiming m mrel- 
IniTual and therefore. moraJ equality he- 
fwcCT ^i]] races, classes, and weieties. Bui 
the chifiers of tlw honk, uep tty step, de¬ 
prive Them of the «nbnc «y! histnrval 
evidence that might support aidi a com- 
fonabie rtiusiion." 

Finm Humon Vbriarirw.' The Bio- 
icf A^e, Parr. aadSrx, 

R, Travis Osborne. Clyde E. Noble and: 
Nathaniel Wevl, eds. Andemie hrsi^ 
New Yor^ 1978, pp.3S3-3»4. 


EUGENICS TEACHER PLANS 
RETURN TO CLASSROOM IN CANADA 
AMID STUDENT PROnSTS 


—CuibifvoiuJ|imfeMor Riai^ RusliQn's ptMwied fcram lo 
tfieciassrocirnfiorihe fiilL 1990 iHmhgaudaTnaciiTO Ontario o uuit^ id . 

Uot spring, ttvend buhdml nudems chanting. '"'One race, iJk htmtai rw * 
iiccapi«d dw de piTffi i cr ir of psycteogy at the Umvererty of Wejium Ontario, 
They carmc from Ui u*w airy of Torwito. Vork and Guelph to protest with the 
Ac*JeTnic Qnlitkn for ^juality (ACE) at Wesocm. 

Rushion't ihoory, wtiieh itatet "oriefitaJs" (Asitns) Bt faciaBy miperior to 
whit» who n su^firkr E Blacks h** been widely dchotiiKcd u ho^ tnj im- 
aciortifK ftii$hton ptes a> integrate his iheories inio a core psychotofy eoonw: 
he will be leachmg m. Viteim ehii during tfw fall 1990 

“We're mX ilkrareig him to enter ela.sxriKirTis lo teach." said ACE i^MfceirpeT- 
kul KizrtCi Scanniaga. “Wc cao mandn rii in. put pui ■ caU md have 2bo 
pec^ Wie havr the prarer Id disrupt. The level of negxivf publictiy will be 
trery high if chai rhu starts teaching," 

Tom CotlinA Western'i vice pfcridcni of icHkmk aflatra. dkagms, T heve 
dea]i with (his M lenffh. Riithton is tenuFEd- He It*? acKJemk fr eed o m. He will 
rwt be fired." 

Rushion fo-si propwed hij theory of racial hierarchy in I9fl9. He hned it on 
rratTstirs like cranial capacity, JQ. ovuladon rate and perns size. 

Many scicMitb lave diJ^ced hii thonics. including those whose rraearch 
he o,sed for hii own omciuaiDiis, Neil Vldmar. t 'Western psychoioey profEssor. 
etJh Rushton'i wort: '^mcisj and pseudo-vcierttific,'' 

ACE to-fswuJcr Geraldine Stephemnn -said the spring ritne densonTtrations 
were Jusi an ^^apperirer" for wtiai wcmM occur tf Rushrori it uHowcd 10 corrtinue 
tachmg. 

Wwicrn'i vice peeslderii Collfna ewnromted. "Studemo have the rijehi to 
boyerto classes. It 4 0« fair to ay thu the universtTy is noi cofKesried wiih rac- 
isTL We arc vnarkiag on ill kinds of policies that deal with race itliriom.'' ■ 
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The Theology Of Christian Identity 


Tb€ Theology Of Christian Identity 

Identity is a qnasi-theological movemeni of 
small churches* tape and book distribution 
houses, and radio ininistrics which seeks lo 
broaden the influence of the w-hiic supremacist 
movement under the guise of Chrislianity. Be¬ 
cause many of its core beliefs are now held by 
mmbers of different Klan and neo-Nazi organi¬ 
zations, idcntiiy binds the movement across the 
country. Instead of Mein Kampf, Identity uses the 
Bible as the source of its ideology. It teaches that 
people of color are pre-Adamic* that is, not fully 
human and are without souls. Idendty followers 
believe that Jews are thechildren of SaUn and that 
ihc white people of northern Europe arc the Lost 
Tribes of the House of Israel, 

The racial identity of the Israelites in the Old 
Testament is the centra] turning point for this 
quasi-religious movement - hence the name* 
Identity, 

According to Identity believers, their true 
lineage has been hidden for the past 2,000 years* 
supposedly since white people migrated out of 
Bibhcal Israel. They believe that their racial 
identity is important because of the fate of v arious 
racial groups during the period they refer to as the 
End Times, 

Identity groups also refer to themselves as 
Kingdom Identity because of their belief that the 
Second Coming of Christ will occur prior to the 
csLablishmcnl of ILs Kingdom here on earth. 

Some Christian denominations believe that 
true Christians will leave the earth and meet 
Christ at the time of the Second Coming* escaping 
a pcricxi of war, plagues and disasters known as 
the Tribulations. This process is known as the 
Rapture, Unlike these Christians who believe tiie 
Second Coming will occur prior to the establish¬ 
ment of ihe kingdom* the Identity movement 
considers the Rapture a hoax and a Jewish fable of 
^^marshmallow Christianity.^ According to this 
reasoning, if there is no Rapture* Christians can 
expect to suffer through the Tribulations in order 
to reach the Kingdom* Identity leaches that die 
"eleef ' people of the Anglo-Saxon nations have a 
special TOlc to play throughoui the period of the 
Tribulations and until the establishment of the 
Kingdom. In Identic Christianity* election is 
determined by race, not by the redemptive gj-acc 
of God- 

Since many Identity bclieven think lhai hu¬ 
mankind is now in the period of the Tribulations, 
current events are interpreted as the fulfilment of 
dire prophecies. Some believe that social security 
numbers and drivers licenses art the Mark of the 
Beast, and should not be used. 

The Tribulations, they believe* are divine retri¬ 
bution for their sms; they have sinned by allowing 
the stranger - Jews and others - to live amongst 
them. They have sinned because society allows 
interracial marriages. They have sinned by allow¬ 
ing the sodomiics (homosexuals) to continue their 
“evU practices.*' Since Id entity followers believe 
that the Bible commands racial scgregatioii* they 


interpret racia] equality as a violation of God’s 
Law, If Christian ministers advocate racial equal¬ 
ity* they are advocating breaking God’s Law. 

Identity And The Christian Republic 

Thecication of a white Christian republic in the 
United Stales is a shared goal within the white 
supremacist movemeni, from the hard-core neo- 
Nazis of the Ary an Nations to the many Christian 
Patriot groups. The Identity movement provides a 
theological justiflcaacn fc^ this racism and 
breach of the constitutionally- mandated sepaia- 
tiem of church and state. 

For example, William Potter Gale* an influen¬ 
tial Identity leader who died shortly after being 
indicted for conspiracy to kill IRS agents, wrote: 
“The Church is composed of the m any -membeted 
body of Jesus OiiisL This Republic was founded 
as a Christian Republic. The government is noth¬ 
ing bul an expansion of the Christian church! It 
was founded by a compact,,, known as the Ar¬ 
ticles of Confederation, Perpetual which have 
their source in the Holy Bible- Since the 
Constitution was lifted from the Articles of Con* 
federation* the source of die Constitution is the 
Bible," 

Identity, like other sections of the white su¬ 
premacist movement, teaches that an mtema- 
tionaJ Jewish banking conspiracy if behind many 
of the wc3(rld*s events. Sheldon Emry, who led the 
Lord’s Covenant Church m Phoenix, AZ, before 
his death, spelled it out for his followers: "God 
Almighty warned in the Bible that one of the 
curses which would come upon His People for 
disobeying His Laws was: The stranger that is 
within thee shall get up above thee very high 
[i>euL 2S:44-45]- Most of the owners of the 
largest banks in America are of Eastern European 
ancestry and connected with the Rothschild Euro¬ 
pean banks." 

Einry*s themes are now a staple of Identity 
theology and form part of the basis of its appeal: 
America is the new Promised Land; lews and 
other non-whites are aliens in this land; the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve and interest (usury) are violations of 
God’s law; the price that the true House of Israel 
pays for violating that law is dominations by the 
Jews, 

The same themes are echoed by Pete Peters, a 
minister of ihe LaPorte, CO Church of ChrisL 
Peters believes that "Once God's laws are obeyed 
by His people* the body of people shall be healed. 
Healthy bodies throw off parasites* When there is 
repentance and obedience to His laws* the porno 
shop will no longer be on Main Street, the Jewish 
Hollywood filth will no longer be tolerated,., the 
homosexual and the murderci will be removed* 
the Jewish banker will no longer be allowed to 
charge mteresL.,” 

IdaDtlty And Mass Innuence 

During the 1970's and early 1980's, Identity 
was used as a rationale to establish paramililary 
survivaiist camps far removed from the main¬ 


stream of society. Duriiig the 1990’s, somelden- 
tity leaders have attempted to rid their mo vcmeni 
of its paiamilitaiy image and establish a larger 
following with broader influence. 

Chief among these Identity leaders has been 
Pete Peters. Peters is developing new methods for 
the Identity movement to expand. From his home 
in LaPorte, he has built a radio minisuy with 
many followers, who regularly purchase his lit* 
erature and taped sermons. Each summer Peters 
runs a family-style Bible camp in the Coloradd 
Rockies. When he convened the 1990 camp al¬ 
most 500 adults and small children participated. 
Similar events were held in 1991 and 1992. Peters 
also holds a regular camp session in Virginia, He 
has purchased 1,000 acres of land in Wyoming, 
In 19S9,1990 and 1991, Peters led a delegation 
of his followers to Washington* DC, u> lobby 
against gun control and other issues. In November 
1989* Peters led the opposition to an amendment 
to a Ft. Collins, CO, ordinance that would have 
outlawed discrimination based on sexual orienta¬ 
tion, The anti-discrimination measured failed. 

Although a Clergy Coalition organized to sup- 
pon the anti-discrimmation measure, no one 
challenged Peter's claim to be a legitimate Chris¬ 
tian leader of his adherence to the racist theology 
of Identiiy. As a result, Peters successfully cast 
himself as a community leader and gained new 
adherents, Petm’ success has served, as a model 
for other Identity leaders. 

Bit Gritz ariicU continued.., 

Francisco, and L.A., are marketing videyD and 
audio tapes of Gritz and/or Hulet cm a similarly 
co-equal basis with those of anti-war and anti- 
imperialist speakers. This is highly iirespon- 
sible. 

Progressives and anti-racists must draw & 
clear line that exposes and condemns Gritz and 
his racist and neo-fascist allies in the Populist 
Party, The Christie Institute, for example, 
needs to recognize that the “unity" Gritz and 
the Populists are talking about is the same unity 
as that of the nazi*Jdan united front which took 
the lives of five anti-ldan protesters in Greens¬ 
boro, North Carolina * a case where Chr^tic 
represented the families of those killed by the 
nazis. Christie's association with Gritz and the i 
rest of the racist Populists, evenif unwitimg, is 
an imjustifiablc insult to the memory of ihos(^ 
martyrs and must end immediately and totally, 
Christie should join the campaign to expose 
Bo's campaign for the fascist vehicle it is. 
Christie should take (he lead in condemning 
the Gritz campaign, rather than demanding re¬ 
tractions from those who have raised criti¬ 
cisms and concerns.It should share frankly and 
self-critically with its foOowers in the process 
of deception and rationalization by which it 
* was hoodwinked, so that other can escape the 
same fate. 

For more ir^ormation about fhe campaign to 
oppose Gritz and the PopuJistSt contact PART, 
People Against Racist Terror^ P,0. Box 1990, 
Burbank CA 9J507. 

m 



The far Right: building its European power 

Next iune's European Parliament elections will be held at a time when the far Right's 
electoral strength is growing {particularly in Belgium^ Fronce, Germany and Italy), 

CARf gives a brief survey of the local, regional and national elected 
representatives that the far Right has in these countries. 

What elected representation 
meons to the far Right 

• Money: Access to public funds and 
publicly-funded resources to be used 
for political campaigning. 

• Recruitment and growth: Access to 
local, regional and naiicnal networks. 

• Publicity: Access to local, national 
and international media. 

• Power and influence: Gaining a 
single seat for a racist party encourages 
other established right-wing parties to be 
more racist. Far-right control of a local 
authority means direct implementation of 
overt racist measures. 

• Legitimacy and protection: Having 
representatives gives a platform to 
racism and fascism which then 
becomes both legitimated and legally 
protected. 


BELGIUM 

Far*right parllei Vlaams Blok {VB). Belgian 
,BFN) 

MEPs VB ooe 

National pariiamtnt V0 12; BFN t 

Other elected rep re eenta lives VB. 6 senaio^ 

councillors, 23 municipal COLincallOfS. 

Share of the vote (1991 general eleciiori) 
\^3:ionaffy:\^B 6.0%: 8FN i 
Fisnd&rs r^gton: VB I0.3*^e 
Antwerp Province: VB 16.7% 

Arrfiverp Ctty: VB 25 5% 

Local bases Antwerp City and the Fiande-'S z 

1938 local eleciions gave V3 its first electoral o 
Antwerp City. ri won lOmumapai seats nt also ^ 
district councils wrthin the ciryl Another 13 sec: 
towns and cities close to AniwerD m jr\e Fiance' 
Th;s local base. :ne vB was able to bu^id up tn^ 
acnieved in November i99i Indications are r 
continued to grow since tnen, a no success ir* 
eieciions could lead lo yei greater gams iar me 
elecsionsjn .autumn 1994 
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Tne Ociooer 

cSKtnrougn In 
:i'' 42 seats on 
:s were won in 
S 'eoicn From 
01 SuDpon -t 
a- Slip port r.es 
rne Eu-^ooean 
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Far-righi party Front NaTional {FN} 

MEPs 10 

Nailonal parliament None 
Other elected representatives 239 regional councillors S04 nuncrpa” 
councillor?. 

Share of (he vole 

Regtona! efeatons March t 992. 13 9*g e 3 396 14i i 
P3 r/.-am en y eiecvons Ma fch 1 99 3 ' 2.5*4 (3.: 6 B 8 4 31 
Local bases "he fn has several locai eiecio'ai oases soiicf ec by 
conreniratiOn? of ioc3i 'epresenTa'ives in eiiner a local or 'eg'Onai cou^’-cii Fo' 
^^siance in March’1592 the FN y'-on 34 oine i2j'ecicrgiccu-c.'nine 
Provence-A'-pes Cote d Azyr regton Tnese 'Ocal bases stood it m gooo stead 
a year laier m the genera! eleciion tn areas wne'e't ooiiea weit m 1992 ■ eg :ne 
lie-de’France region which includes Fansi the FN vote was on'y si gniu cJow^ 
in 1993 Oespile not gammg any seats the Fiv c-c better ’han eve' oeio^e :n 
terms of votes at a oarliamentary e-eciion Ti-g regioral rocat cOuncHs a-'e 
providing an aiiematrve eieototai pohiicai base :c Dariiament tor me fn There 
IS every reason to suppose that th^s local base win serve a m ine 

European elecnons where the PR vobng system couic ranc.ate 3 votes 
into a number ol seats. 



















GERMANY 



Far-right parties Deutsche Liga; Oeu:sche Valksun-on (DVU); Natrona I (iem ok rati sc he Panei 
DetJTschiands (NPD); Die RepubliKa^sr (REP}. 

MEPs 6 (originally all REP. Due to sobts, novv 1 REP, ^ Deutsche Liga. Ihe resi lorrr.aEly 
unatti hated). 

I^ational parliament 1 REP (defectien irom CDU 19&3) 

Other eiecied representatives (No:e. There sre 16 regional states in Germany. Each has two | 
separate elections, one for ihe regional parsiament. the other tor local councils.) 

R&gionaipsrfiamenrs' Srernen:6 DVU ou! of 'OOMPs, DVU vote 22.B7B [6.2%) (September 

1991 election]; DVU ou: of S9MPs. DVU vole 93.295 (6.3%) (April 1992 

election): BaderrWuntemb^rg: 15 PEP out cf MPs, REP vote 539.014 (10.9%) (April 

1992 election); eayern.-Wo seats won. REP vote 53S,6l5 (4.9%) (October 1990 election); 
Beritn: No Seats won. REP vote 62.C-1 (3.1%) (December 1S90 election). 

Locai coundls The DVU and NPD have ver>' lew councillors. The OVU, with 20 out of 458 
seals in the Bremen region, has the most significant concentraiion. The REP has 370 
ccuncillors in eight states, only 0.5% of the seats available. 

Local bases In addition to the three state pamannents with fascist MPs! the concentrations of 
the 370 REP councilors provide tim,-fd ioca! bases. For instance, in the Hessen state local 
efecsions in March 1993. the REP won 36 of 587 town council positions; 10 of these were in 
the principal dry of Hessen, Frankfurt where tna city council has 93 members, in West Berlin 
in (he May 1992 local elections, the REP won nealy 10% of the seats in local councils. 
Therefore, mindful of the large-scale regiorat vahsEions. we can say that fascist eiectorat 
pahies have small bases in at least five '■egionas states: Baden-Wurttemb^rg, Bremen. Berlin, 
Hessen and Schfeswig-Hotstein Wi:- -he most sigr.rficam fascist electoral gams having come 
in the last two years, it js very probao e ihai “e HEP. at leasi will be in a position to use its 
local bases in the European election,; and tn the national elections due in autumn 1994. 




ITALY 

Far-right parties Moviemenio Sodaie itaitano-DestraNajEonaii(MSI-DN). Nonhern League 
MEPa MSI 4; Nonhern League 2 (las: etechons 19S9), 

National parliament MSI 35; Northern League 55 hast elections April 1992) 

Regional councils In August 1995. the Nonhem League gamed joint cor^irof o its first 
regioriaf council, Fruih-Venezia-Giuba in nonh-eas'ern liaty, through an afltance with other 
panies. 

Municipal councils In the extreme south of Italy, in me local mayoral elections of Juf^e 1993. 
the MSI-DN gained control of nine small commijnrty councils, with a fuhher 16 eheciively 
coniroited by the far Right. (The fasdr^ had npi had control ot any local aulho-nty since 1945') 
In the north, the Northern League gamed control of the .principal cities (with the exception of 
Turin), including Vorceiir, Lecco, Novsrra. Pavia. Pordenpne. Gofisia and, most Significant ot 
all. Milan, 

Share of the vote In 1987. the Nortiern League could only musttr enough voles to win one 
seat in parliament, while the MSf gained 35. Two years later, the League could win only two 
seats in the European parkamem against the MSFs four. Since then, the League s vole has 
grown enormously in the wake of the anti-corruption scandals. By the 1992 general election, 
. it had attracted 8.7% of the natbriai vote, taking 24% gf the vote in Lombardy in the nonti. This 
f year s local elections, though they involved only orks-quaner of the electorate, cgnfirm&d the 
electoral growth of the League and cave it unprecedented local power. 

While the MSl s vote has dedined lightly (frorrt 5 9% in 1987 to 5.4% in 1992). in some 
localities It has registered signifi cam pains (eg, Napiesinl992, the far south irt 1993), Reform 
o1 The PR sysiem wouSd appear to favour larger parties (of which the Northern League is now 
one}. The MSI hopes :o compensate for any (osses by the imrocluction of voting rights for 
overseas Itatians. 

Local bases Local authoriiies cont^o^ied by me tar and fa&cis* Right have airf ady used their 
power against immigrants'" With a general election expected in the next tew months, the 
councils under far-nght control could serve as a springboard for the MSI and the Nonhern 
League U is dear tnat while the MSi t$ viewed as fascist, the League, despite its raosm is 
ireated as a legitirmate party (even by tne Lehj. with whom alliances and pacts can be made 
With The fluid situation tn party politics, some are speculating thal. by next June's European 
eiechons the League could be a majar camcKsnent of the national pahiameniary opposnion 


I 


Build mass opposition 

The continued success ot the far Right is by no means a foregone conclusion, 
in Italy, the Northern League is a fsssiparous regionatist protest movement led 
by racists. In Germany, the fascists are split and quarrelsome. Even m France, 
where the fascist movement appears solid, the Front National is for ever flaking 
One key ingredient in the growth of European fascism has been the absence of 
effective mass opposition. If, in the midst of the political turmoil of the next few 
months, a militant anti-racist, ant. fascist movement can be made to work 
together, the trend of fascists growing abuse of democratic representation can 
be hailed and reversed. 
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Fascism In Germany Today 


By Rkk Kuha 

Fascist organlsaiions have been mcreasing 
their mflucnce in the developed world during ihe 
1990s. Such a widespread grow-th has not oc* 
curred since the 1930s. During the post World 
War n period right-wing extremist organisations 
had sporadic successes in a series of western 
European countries including the United King¬ 
dom (the National Front), Germany (Sozialisds- 
che Rcichspanel, SRP; Nationaldemokratische 
Paitei Deutschlands, NPD) and France (the 
Poujadisi movement, Orgenisaiicm Ajmec Se¬ 
crete). There were the authoriLaiian bui increas- 
ingly moribund regimes in Spain and Portugal, 
but only in Italy was there a significant, though 
small right-wing extremist party, the MSI which 
consistently attracted votes and held parliamen¬ 
tary seals in a western European democracy. 

The 1980s saw such organisations grow in 
strength in Germany (Deutsche Volksunion, 
DVU and Republicans) and France (Front Na- 
tionaJ) in particular. The economic and social 
chaos w^hich followed the anti-stalinist revolu¬ 
tions in 1989 have also provided fertile ground for 
fascbm in Eastern Europe. The extreme right 
made progress during the l9S0s and 1990s across 
western Europe, including m Italy CMSI* ele¬ 
ments of the Northern Leagues), Norway and 
Denmark (Progress Parties), Sweden (New 
Democracy), Austria (FPO), Belgium (Vlaams 
Blok) and the Netherlands (Centre Party and 
Centre Democrats). Nor has North America been 
immune &tini this trend, as the level of support for 
David Duke, with his KluKlux Klan associatiems, 
in US Senate, the Louisiana House of Representa¬ 
tives and gubematoiial elections indicated. In 
Canada the Reform Party represents a shnilar 
phenomenon. (1) 

The resurgence of fascisin in Germany suicc 
unification is not, therefore, an isolated phrome- 
non. Any discussion of Gcnnan events must draw 
attention to this intcrnaiional trend in order to 
avoid attributing the growing significance of 
fascism there simply to local factors, peculiarities- 
of Gcnnan insdmtions and history or, most mis¬ 
leadingly, to the German psyche. A discussion of 
developments in Gennany can, however, ihrow 
light on the mtemational trend and help in assess¬ 
ing the adequacy of different approaches to 
undersiandiiig and combaiing fascism. It should 
also be noted that while fascist movements have 
undergone rapid growth recently, thcii impact cm 
social and political life has increased and propi¬ 
tious circumstances for continued expansion of 
their infliiencc remain, they arc as yet a long way 
&om taking power in Germany or elsewhere in the 
cconornically developed world. 

Five publications are considered here in some 
detail. Together they provide an overview of the 
development of fascism in Germany since World 
War n and rcprcseni a broad range of analytical 
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perspectives. Rkhard Stoess's "Politics against 
Democracy: Right-wing Extremism in West 
Germany" (2) is a discussion of the development 
of right-wing extremism in Germ any between the 
end of World War H and 1989, the year the 
original German edition was published, from a 
liberal perspective. The largest section of Thomas 
Assheucr and Hans Sarkowicz’s 1990"Rechtsra- 
dikalc in Deutschland: die alie tind neue Rechte" 
(Right-wing Radicals in Gcnnany: the Old and 
the New Right) (3) covers similar ground. The 
book is overwhelmingly empirical, a relatively 
early example of the cascade of journalistic ac¬ 
counts of the extreme right published during the 
1990s, In "Aufenuuidcn aus Ruinen: Rcchtscx- 
tremismus in der DDR’* (Resurrected from the 
Ruins: Right-wing Extremism in the GDR) (4) 
Bemd Siegler focuses on the background to con¬ 




temporary right-wing extremism in the east of 
Gcnnany, to mid-1991, His position can probably 
be best described as "new left". The coUccdon 
"Wehrhaftfi Demdkjatic ujid Rechtsextrcmls- 
mus" (Vigilant Ekmoctacy and Right-wing Ex¬ 
tremism) (5) was publishedby the Bundesminis- 
icr dcs innem, (BMI - Federal Interior Ministry) 
in March 1992 but wriuen at least six months 
earlier. Most of its eight essays are official and/or 
conservative accounts of righl‘^^8 extremism 
and justifications for state repression of both the 
extremist left and right in Germany. The argu¬ 
ment in Ihe pamphlci "Stoppt die Nazis" (6) by 
Wemer Halbaucr and Volkhard Mosler derives 
from Trotsky’s analysis of fascism and deals with 
events up to December 1991, 

The use of the term “fascist" to describe right- 
wing extremist organisations is controversial. 
Apart from Halbaucr and Mosler, these publica¬ 
tions prefer "right-wing extremism”. This is 
partly because the term is associated with the 
official “anti-fascism” of the stalinist east Ger¬ 


man state. But, in the west, it also gives legiti¬ 
macy to ^e idea of an and-fascist movement, as^ 
opposed to exclusively state inidated measures 
against right-w'ing extremism which Sloess and 
most of Ihe BMI auihors advocate. In fact Jesse 
implies that and-fascisin is a cover for left-wing!*^ 
extremism (7). "Fascism" can, however, be 
understood as having an analytical content which 
highlights some fundamental similarities be¬ 
tween certain contemporaiy movemenis or par- 
lies and interwar National Socialism/Nazism in 
Germany and Fasc^m in Italy. In ideological 
terms, postwar fascist currents in Germany ad¬ 
here to anij-deniocradc, anri-uniem, anti-socialist 
and racist, especially anri-semitic, ideas like 
those of the Nazi Party. They also defend the 

National Socialist regime. Today the use of the_ 

terms fascist andneo-nazi axe less controversial 
when applied to usually small groups of politi¬ 
cally modvated skinheads or thugs or organisa¬ 
tions which claim lo stand in the tradiiion of— 
Nazism or Fascism (or the national cquivalenis m 
other countries). The tactics of these jackbooied 
groups (Stiefelfaschisten) parallel the street vio¬ 
lence and public displays of strength of the Nazis^ 
and Fascists, They are designed to imp^s poten¬ 
tial supporters with the fascist organisauons* 
power and ability to intimidate thdr etiemies. 
Currently^ however, the most successful] fascist 
organisations in Gemimy concentrate on elec- 
laral tactics, which were also employed by the 
fascist organisations of the 1920s and 19305 ,.^ 
though not to the exclusion of public mobilisa¬ 
tions. They play down, if in ambigwns tenns, 
associations with pre- or World War 11 fascism. 

B ut diis emphasis on electoral or viol aai methods''- 
is a matter of tactics rather than scraiegy. The 
same political outlook, social base, and orienta¬ 
tion underlie both uncoctih skinhead political 
thuggery and the suit and tie wearing respeciabil- ' 
ity of much of the clectoralist cxirraie right 
(Kraw aoe- or Wahlfaschistcn), The organisa- 
tioiu which constitute the two lacdcal faces of 
contemporary fascism also share members. (8) 

Fascism In Germany Since 1945: 

The West 

Stoess, and Assheuer and Sartowict provide 
detailed and useful oudines of the orgardsational 
history of postwar west German right-wing ex-- 
tremLsm. Stoess, i Berlin political scientist, also 
deals with the main themes m right-wing extrem¬ 
ist thought and contributes some iheofetical as¬ 
sessments of developments (9). “Rechisradikalc^ 
in Deutschland", by joumalbu Assheucr and 
S arko wicz is rcaBy two books. The first and more 
useful, by Assheuer, examines the main right- 
wing extremist organisations and currents in west 
Germany and, very brieO>*, in the DDR- 

Sloe^s explains how the policies pursued by the 
western occupying powers and West German __ 












goveTTunenls, "repressing end glossing over the 
past'* fagiliuic4 the survival of fskscist ideas. De- 
naziflcaiion (die punishment or removal from 
positions of responsibility of people compn> 
misedby tJie National Socialist regime) was only 
briefly and unevenly pursued Soon after the Cold 
War started the western occupation powers, espe¬ 
cially the United Sutes, concluded that such 
measures could only weaken an important ally. 
Not was the Adenauer Govemment any more 
smfile*mijided in weeding out Nazis from the 
bureaucracy, politics or business. It pursued a 
policy of intcgraimg such elements into its elec¬ 
toral support base. 

Right-wing extremism has experienced several 
periods of rising influence in WcsiGcnnany. The 
first, cxamijicdby KnuettcrClO) as well as Stocss, 
was associated with growing electoral support for 
the SRP, between 1949 and 1952, particularly in 
Lower Saxony, Schleswig‘Holstein and Bremen. 
During the early rcconstiucuon period, with 
widespread privatioru this party provided a focus 
for some dispossessed German refugees from 
Commujiist countries and former beneficiaries of 
the National Socialist regime. The success of 
leconsmiction together with a ban on the SRP in 
1952 and subsequently on successor organisa- 
lions dispersed the bulJc of its supporters, though 
its core moved on to other right-wing exueimsl 
groups. Right-wing extremism had little impact 
during the following decade. 

Germany’s first post-war rcccsrion coincided 
with the formation of a Grand Coalition of the 
Christian Union Parties and the Social I>emocrns 
in December 1966, These ciicomstaaces fa¬ 
voured the rapid growth of dicNPD, which gave 
form to right-wing dissatisfaction with the eco- 
noniic downtum and hosiili^ to tfacGovcnmciiL 
The NFD entered parUaments in seven states 
between 1966 md 1969, with between 5 and9.S 
per cent of the vote. Three factors coniributcd to 
the collapse of support for thcNPD finom 1969. As 
Halbaucr and h^ler emphasise; militant anti¬ 
fascist mobiHsations confronted. NTO ralHcs, 
meetings and marches during 196S (11). When 
the 1969 Federal election look place the level of 
suppon for the NPD, forced by ijbt: anti-fascist 
movement to call OS' all large public meeimgs, 
had already been dcclinmg for several months. 
The NPD achieved only 4.3 per cent in the elec¬ 
tion, the best result for the extreme right at a 
national level since 1949, but still below the S per 
cent hurdle a party musi clear before it can win 
any seals. The election ushered in a Social-Lib¬ 
eral coalitioTu with die conservative Christiaii 
Union parties going into opposition and pro viding 
a more respectable focus for right-wing disoort- 
icnL The resumption of econoEnic growth also 
imdemuned one of (he causes of dial disconioiL 

“Rcchtsradikalc in Deutschland" outlines the 
background and evolution of miliianl ne€)-nazisni 
since the War in slightly greater detail tiiaji 
**Politics against Democracy" whose anentiem, as 
far as such groups are concerned, is focused on the 
rt^id growth of right-wing teirorism and siocm 
trooper units during the mid-1970s. These organ¬ 
isations did not, however, organise more than 


1,500 people between 1975 and 1987. "Drahiz- 
icher im braunen Netz", edited by ID-Archiv im 
ISSG, provides a more systematic exammalionof 
neo-nazi organisations, particularly those involv¬ 
ing the most prominent figure in the jackbooted 
scene during the late 1970s and 1980s, Michael 
Kuchnen, (12) It highlights the connections be¬ 
tween old nazis, neo-nazis, holocaust deniers and 
the ‘'respectable” fas cist organisations. 

Stoess, Assheuer and Sarkowicz neglect the 
efforts of the NPD to reestablish its influence 
during another recession by means of extraparlia¬ 
mentary mobilisations, particularly in Frankfim, 
between 1977 and 1979. Perhaps this is because 
the NDP did not make major electoral gains at this 
stage, Intmidatoiy demonstrations and marches 
arCp however, like electoral campaigns and other 
forms of violence, notably assaults by individuals 
and small groups, part of the strategic repertoire 
of fascism. Halbaucr and Moslcr argue that the 
failure of the NPD to sustain its activity on this 
occasion was overwhelmingly due to miliiant 
countendemonstradons, which mobilised 7,000 
people on 17 June 1977 and 50,000 on 17 June 
1979 to prevent the NPD from marching (13). 
Neither parliameijiaiy changes nor the resump¬ 
tion of impressive levels of growth played a 
significant role in imdcrmining the NPD on this 
oecasion. 

During the late 1980s two other right-wing 
excrcmisi organisations, camcentrating on elec- 
loraj tactics achieved some successes. One DVU 
member entered the Bremen parliament in 1987 
and the Republicans won six scats in the European 
Psrliament and 11 in the 3a:Un Senate in 1989. 
Both OTgajiisarions arc based in Bavaria (though 
the DVU’s successes have been conccncraied in 
Donhecn States) and target foreigners as the 
source of economic and other problems in Ger¬ 
many. 

The£&st 

Sicgler’s treatment of the badcgioimd to right- 
wing extremism in eastern Germany comple¬ 
ments the account of developments In the old 
Fedcnl Republic in “Politics against Democ¬ 
racy’' (14). A discussion of fascism, anti-fascism 
and guest workers in the DDR follows. A journal¬ 
ist with the left-wing daily Tageszeitung CTaz"), 
be inchidcs useful material from interviews with 
people involved in, aflected by or responsible for 
dealing with right-wing extremism, * 

■ Over half a million ex-Nazi Party members in 
the Soviet Occupation Zone were sacked between 
ihc end of the War and March 1948. This was used 
by the comiauiiist regime to emphasise its anti¬ 
fascist credentials compared to West Germany, 
where limited de*nazification had left nazis in 
promment positions in business and the public 
sector. The Adenauer Government responded in 
kind, in 1960, with an extensive list of ex-Nazis 
holding important positions in the DDR (15), 
Sieglcr, Knuettcr (16) and Rosen (17) contend 
that ihe regime's ideology of institutionalised 
anti-fascism sheltered the population from set¬ 
tling accounts with National Socialism. Sicgler 
also makes importBni points, though imprecisely, 


about the weaknesses of German Communis: 
policy during the 1930s (18). Halbaucr andMos- 
ler provide a better account of the disastrous 
effects the rise of Stalinism had for working class 
resisLance to National Socialism (19). In the early 
1930s it was crippled by the Communist Intcma- 
tional and hence the German Communisi Party's 
characieiisation of social democracy as a wing of 
the fascism. Later the Party followed the Comin¬ 
tern in supporting the Hitier-Stalin Pact and per¬ 
secuted members who criticised it. After the War 
the Soviet military very rapidly repressed anti¬ 
fascist committees set up spontaneously by rank 
and file German Communists and Social Demo¬ 
crats, in favour of authorities under reliable Ger¬ 
man Communists flown in from Moscow, Sup¬ 
press ion of the east Genn an working class took its 
most overt form when the uprising of 1953 was 
pui dov^-n with tanks. Nor did the Communist 
Party (SED) shrink from using anti-scmilism 
( 20 ), 

Since the 1970s fascist organisations have 
existed in the DDR. They have experienced a 
greater tolerance than left-wing and liberal critics 
of the "communist" system. Skinheads and right- 
wing extremists in the DDR expressed the same 
virtues stridently promoted by the regime: order, 
discipline and dedication. Instances of co-opera¬ 
tion between fascisis and the state authorities 
were therefore not coincidental. In the imd-1970s 
there was a neo-nazi group in a paramilitary 
police unit in Basdoif, Subsequently the police 
have used skinheads and nco-nazis to clear out 
occupied houses, harass oppositionists and in 
drug investigations* A particular focus ior right- 
wing radicals was the stewarding group of the 
Free German Youth (FDJ), the youth arm of the 
SED, This organisation provided scope forrignr- 
wingers to impose their canccpiiqa of acceptable 
behaviour on others, sometimes with violence, to 
maintain order at FDJ events (21), 

The treatment of foreign workers, employed in 
relatively small numbers in the DDR in an effort 
to overcome a chronic shomge of labour, indi¬ 
cates that racism was a feature of the communist 
regime. The largest group of such workers were 
from Vietnam, They were isolated in separate, 
crowded apartment blocks and their lives were 
highly regimented; women were forbidden from 
becoming pregnant and were subject to dcpoita* 
lion if they did. The isolated living conditions of 
foreign workers and the fact that they were per¬ 
mitted to send home some items in short supply 
made them racist scapegoats for sections of a 
population suffering from chronic shortages of 
many goods. 

The racism experienced by foreign workers ia 
the east worsened after the fall of the Berlin Wall 
and political liberalisation, as right-wing extrem¬ 
ists operated more openly and confidently. These 
developments are discussed in the first section of 
Siegler’s book* which is particulariy valuable for 
its portray ai of the neo-nazi scene and the circum¬ 
stances of racist attacks in the easL The period 
after the revolution saw considerable activity by 
local fascists and others coming or returning from 
West Gemany, From late 1990 there wereTTsiug 


numbers of assaults against foreign workers end 
smdents in east Germany. The firsT racist murder 
by nco-nazis (x:curred in the village of EberwaJde 
in Brandenburg in November. Neo-ruzis pro¬ 
tested against the opening of the Germ an-Polish 
border in April 1991, attacking Polish visiton at 
some border crossings. The city of Dresden be¬ 
came a particular focus forneo-naiis in 1990 and 
1991. In June 1991 t^o thousand neo^nazis 
marched unhindered through Dresden in a funeral 
procession for a muidcrcd leader, Rainer 
SormUg. 

Dcvelppmeots Since Unification 

The revoluiioTi in East Germany and German 
unification, [^resided over by conservative Chan¬ 
cellor Kohl, took pi ace after the pubii can on of the 
GermEn edition of Stoess’s book, on which the 
English translation is based. These events side¬ 
lined the right-wing extrenusis in the West Ger* 
many for a period. A key aspect of ihcir program, 
umficadem, was being implemented, at least in 
part, by a mainstream parry, as Halbauer and 
Mosler. (22) Lange and SrppcL, officials of the 
Bundesaml fucr Verfassungsschutz (Federal Of¬ 
fice for ihe Defence of tlie Constitution) intelli¬ 
gence agency draw anentioc lo this pbcnomcncHi 
too. (23) Their coniribudOTis arc the most useful 
in the volume. Lange's e&say U essentially an 
accouni of the legal arrangements for and proce¬ 
dures of the Vcrfassungssciiiitz. SippeJ surveys 
right-wing extremist organisations since unifica¬ 
tion, providing a useful, tiiough brief, lapdatc of 
material in “Politics against Democracy", “Re- 
chtsradikalc in ]3eiitschland and Auferstanden 
aus Ruinen" to about Septtanber 1991. He draws 
artentioo in particular to the favourable prospects 
facing the clcctorally oriented DYU and NPD. 
This assessment also appBes to the Republicans 
party which has been more cautious in expressing 
sympathy with the Nad lugiroe. On this basis ii is 
not classified as right-wing extremist. by the 
Verfassujigschutz and is not thereforu subject to 
its survcillaacc, 

Jesse's and Knueocr's chapters in die BMI 
volume are instructive as ijmiptoms of die inabil¬ 
ity of some conservaiive academics to come to 
grips with a right-wing extremist movcmcnL 
Jesse, in an essay devoted to justifying repressive 
state action against extremists, focuses on the 
threat from the left, vintficaling the 1970s Be- 
rufsvcibot, a baa on the en^loymcnt of leftists in 
the public sectm*. Knucaei after an historical 
survey of right-wmg extremism in the cast and 
west of Germany, argues liiat “prospects forrighl- 
wing extremism are negttxve for the moment". 

( 24 ) 

Racist violence in casi Gcnnany reached a 
highpoint in laic Septembea^ 1991 in a sustained 
assault on a refugee and gnestworker accommo¬ 
dation block in the Saxesn B?wn of HoyeTswerda, 
The amcks by skinheads and erg anised neo-nazis 
w ere applauded by onlooteis over two nights. 

(25) Hoyerswerda triggered a still unintemipicd 
series of attacks across file east and west of 
Germany. Published in December 1991, "Sioppt 
die Nazis", deals with the events in Hoyerswerda 


and subsequent advances by electoral fascists in 
the western states of Bremen and Lower Saxony, 
Mosler and Halbaucr discuss the social basis of 
racism in capitalist economies, including that of 
the DDR, the class nature of fascism and assess 
different scraiegies for combating iL 

Embarrassingly for the police chief of Rostock 
in his contribudon to the BMI volume, the vio¬ 
lence reached a new crescendo in August 1992 in 
his home towm when* over five nights, up to 1,0(K) 
thugs, again suppmed by significant numbers of 
onlookers, attacked the central asylum seekers 
refuge for the State of Mecklenburg-Voipom- 
mem. (26) Siegfried Kordus’s essay maintained 
that “the potential for right-wing extremism in 
Rostock shouldnotbc underestimated. The police 
are, however, prepared in terms of organisation, 
personnel and equipment for any possible further 
escalation". 

It quickly became apparent, after the first post- 
unification elections in December 1990, that 
Kohl25s pnomiscs of a relatively painless integra- 
non of east Germany were baseless. He was 
obliged very rapidly to increase taxation across 
Germany and fiie me of unemployment in the east 
continued to rise. The Christian Democratic 
Union perfanned very badly in ihe January state 
election in Hessen and lost office in the April 
1991 poll in Rhincland-Paiatinate (Kohl'^s home 
stare). During the first half of 1991 there were also 
mass protests by western cod miners and eastern 
workers defending their jobs and wages. In Au¬ 
gust 1991, in the run-up to the Bremen elections, 
the Kohl's Christian Dcmocraric Union iiiidatcd 
a major pobfic debate and distracted anention 
from its problems by calling for a change to the 
asylum clause in the constiimion (article 16) to 
deal with the “flood" of asylum seekers coining to 
Germany. (27) This paid off in Bremen where the 
Social Democratic Party lost its majority. But by 
appealing to racist sendmcnls Government lead¬ 
ers made them and their most extreme advocates, 
the fascists, more tespecteble. The DVU in- 
creased its reprtsentatiem from one to six in 
Bremen, while the Republicans did well in the 
Lower Saxon cOTimunal elections in October 
199L This was not the first time, Halbauer and 
Moslcr point out, a German government had 
made tactical use of racisnL (2S) The Social 
Dcmocratic^Liberal coafition did so in the nud- 
1970s, the Oiristian Union/liberal coalition in 
1984 and again m 1986. The prestigious political 
weekly, Dea-Spiegel pointed out early in 1992 that 
**thc [conservative] union panics have used the so 
called flood of asylum seekers for years for their 
electoral purposes." (29) It should be added that 
institutionalised racism, in ihe Form of Germ an 
nationanty laws and the treatment of foreign 
workers, are longstanding characteristics of the 
Federal Republic. (30) 

A few weeks before the Rostock pogrom, the 
Govemmeat again gave a melodramfttic account 
of the asylum “problem". On 4 August 1992^ 
Interior Mnustcr Seiia3 had contended in the 
Federal Paiiiamcm that Germany’s “opacity to 
absorb new'comers... [has] been strained id the 
limit by misuse of the asylum law," The fascist 
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RGRlNsf fascism!/ 


attacks on the Rostock asylum refuge set off 
another, more determined round of assault' 
across the country. The Social Dcmocrati 
Party's national leadership dropped its opposjticR— 
on the question and for the first time agreed i . 
discuss the possibility of a revision of the asyliu 
provision of the German constitution in la, 
August 1992. A special Party conference 
November endorsed the leadership's new posi¬ 
tion on article 16, In early October the Fr< 
Democratic Party, the liberal junior partner in tJ 
Kohl Goveniment, followed suit. On 23 Novem^ 
ber three Turkish women were murdered in a 
firebomb attack in Moclln, near Hamburg, Th 

triggered a major anti*radsi mobilisation and_ 

decline ia the level of support for the 
Wflhlfaschisten, as indicated in opinion polls. J' 
the runup to the Bundestag (lower house of parlit 
moil) vote to drastically water down the right itj- 
asylum in the constitution, at the end of May 
1993, Rudolf Krause left the CDU to become ti 
Republicans' firstmember of the Bundestag. (3: 
The vote was a major morale boost for the e^ 
treme right Three days later, five long term 
Turkish residents of Solingen were killed in 
firebomb assault on their house. Another round c 
racist violence across the country followed ^ 
Today, despite homfic scenes of arson, racist 
riots and street violence, the fascist cuireni 

which anract the most support in Germany, i_ 

else where in developed countries, arc clcctora] in 
thejj current orientation. These, for the tim"^ 
being, electoral fascists, have bettw prospect 
than the Sticfclfaschistcn of implcmcniing fas cii™ 
policies, including the persecution and deporta¬ 
tion of foreigners and major border revisions, at 
national level. The KjawattefaschLsten also hav 
a symbiotic relationship with theirjackbooted 
thinkers who are already putting racist elements 
of their common program into practice in a sma 
way. While in the cast of Germany there hav 
been proportionately more acts of racist violence" 
compared to the size of the population, a larger 
absolute number of attacks have been m ade in th 

wesL And compared to the drawing power of th_ 

small groups of StiefeLfaschisten, the DVU and 
Republicans have amass base which is dispropor¬ 
tionately located in the wesL Opinion pollrcsul 



published in Dcr Spiegel since September 1991 
bave sho^^Ti both more widespread sympathy for 
racist violence and a greater preparedness to 
consider voting forelccioral fascist organisations 
in the west than the casL (32) In Schleswig- 
Holsicin in April 1992 die D Vt) won almost seven 
per cent of the poll and entered the state parlia- 
mcnL The Republicans won 11 peicentof the vote 
in the B aden-Wuememburg state poll on the same 
day and achieved gains in the Berlin and Hessen 
communal elections of May 1992 and March 
1993. 

There is in Germany today a "brown network" 
of overlapping neo-nazi, skinhead, old Nazi 
groups and the larger "respectable" right-wing 
extremist parties (according the 
Verfassungsschuiz’s 1991 estimate, it involved 
about 40,000 right-wing extremists). (33) It pro¬ 
vides a framewEJTk for occasional cooperation and 
common ideological reference points for rival 
organisations and individuals. But it lacks coher¬ 
ence, focus and a common perspective for build* 
ing fascist influence. The Stiefclfaschist groups 
are small and fragmented. The big organisations 
which concentrate on elecuons arc iniemally 
UTLSUblfl and lack reliable candidates. (34) In this 
sense, while German fascism is a dangerous 
movement capable of rapid growth, it remains 
vulnerable to counteTrnobilisaiions. 

Causes And Countermeasures 

The books considered here offer various expla- 
nadom for the growth of fascist organisations in 
Germany during the 1980s and 1990s, some more 
coherent than others. Stoess understands right- 
wing extrenusm as a set of ideas held by individu¬ 
als for essentially social-psychological reasons. 
(35) For him, right-wing extremism involves 
antipathy towards democracy, aggressive naiion* 
alism and hisunical revisionism. He argues that 
“dcmocraic nadonalism has not found any re¬ 
sponsein Germany in the long teim”. It is triie that 
“^tionslisiii*' as a label has elicited hostility 
across a wide political spectrum, and is a central 
concept for fascists. But this misses the point that, 
in practice, the “democratic" parties have all 
appealed to national interests in their pursuil.of,. 
domestic and foreign policy. Fasciscs do reject 
democracy as inimical to natlcKnal interests, 
embodied Ln a particular fascist par^y or leader. 
Their conception of national unity is intimately 
bound up with appeals to race, a concept which is 
not considexed in Stoess discussion of the charac¬ 
teristic ideas of right*wing extremism- By way of 
contrast, Lange, a Director of the Verfassungss- 
chuiz, who also defines righi-wing extremism in 
terms of ideas, is clear that racism is a key 
characteristic of right-wing extremism, (36) 
Stoess argues that "the expression of anti¬ 
democratic attitudes can be traced back mainly to 
an authodtarian, prejudiced characlo^ fconation. 
This results from shortcomings and mistakes 
during early childhood socialisation" (37) Fol¬ 
lowing Wilhelm Heitmeyer, Stoess attributes 
these problems of socialisadon to the breakdown 
of instiniiions which gave people a sense of 
identity, notably ihc family. The intcractioji of 


social and individual Factors in generating right- 
wing extremism is noted. But the analysis that 
emerges has as its core the conception that right- 
wing extremism is essentially a form of individ¬ 
ual thought and consequently behaviour. This is 
remfoTced by the confusion in Stoess *s treatment 
of social facton. Thus he maintains that “the 
significance of economic crises for the success of 
right-wing extremism is frequently overstated", 
though "Favourable cemditions for work,produc¬ 
tion and income arc an important requirement for 
people's perxonal sadsfaction". (38) “Social 
crises" arc of "greater significance". But social 
crises, "affecting housing, neighbourhood rela¬ 
tions, social contacts and social care, cultural 
mfraseructurcs and opportunities for leisure” (...) 
"arc largely determined by economic factors", 
(39) It can be similarly argued that the crises of 
"democratic meaits of social mtcgralion" Stoess 
discusses arc frequently an effect of major eco¬ 
nomic problems. Finally, he suggests, "political 
culture” can facilitate and-democratic activity. 
This is an aJlusion to his earlicT discussion of die 
repressiem and glossing over of National Social¬ 
ism in the Federal Republic. Racism is mentioned 
in this connection but only in a long list of other 
factors which are "bridges to the right”. (40) 
Auimdes to the Third Reich are a facu»' in the 
current appeal of fascism, but a very subordinate 
one. Stoess docs not grasp how racism and nation¬ 
alism arc both far more imponani points of con¬ 
tact between mainstream Geniian politics and the 
extreme right (and this is true in most other liberal 
democracies) which speak more lo die direct 
experiences of postwar generations than histori¬ 
cal judgements about the Third Reich. 

Historical revuiomsm is, nevertheless, the 
intellectual cement that ties contemporary fas¬ 
cists to Che Niri regime and plays an imponant 
role for the cadre of fascist organisations. The 
arguments assembled under this heading either 
deny or downplay the atrocities of tiie Nationid 
Sociaiist period, particularly in relation to the 
genocide of Jews, Gypsies and other groups. On 
the other hand the "positive" aspects of HicIct's 
rule - national pride and greatness, low unem- 
_ ployment, law and order r are emphasised-_ 

Jsschke also offers a methodologically indi¬ 
vidualist analysis of right-wing extremism. (41) 
Bui he also explicitly identifies the importance of 
continuing cultural and organisational traditions 
in several nco-nazi youth groups in the contesmpo- 
Ttiy growth of right-wing extremism. (42) One 
might add thai this fascist cadre extends to the 
core members of theDVU,NPD and Rqsublicans. 

Stoess examines several countepneasuxes 
against right-wing extremism. He maintains that 
bans on right-wing extremist groups, though not 
parties, can be effective if imdertakcn in the 
context of other measures to reduce their attrac¬ 
tiveness. Jesse and Lange, as strong advocates of 
the theory of Streitbaic Demokr&tie (Combative 
Democracy) and the importance of repressive 
measures against extremists, concur. The other 
measures Stoess advocates include steps to 
“expand historical knowledge, communicate 
democratic nomis” and to "create acceptable 


economic and social opportunities, as well as a 
political order with which people can identify". 
Recommendations at such a high level of abstract 
lion are more like the amorphous political goals of 
any mainstream politician (conservative or social 
democratic) than a specific anti-fascist strategy. 
But Stoess does assert Lhal "When confronting 
right-wing cxtreinism, the main concern is to 
protect youth from anti-democratic forces" (43), 
and this priority derives must directly from his 
individualisl analysis of fascism. His proposals 
about social work amongst youth and education 
on National Socialism are a iinlc more ooncrcte 
than his other suggestions. (44) Jaschke adds the 
promotion of multiculturalism to his recommen¬ 
dations for youth work (45) and Rosen, an official 
in the Interior M inis tiy, outlines similar m easures 
advocated in official reports. (46) Endlich, Grix 
and Willbcrg have produced a teaching resource 
book on right-wing extremism for schools. The 
impact of the approach it embodies to counteract¬ 
ing fascism through education is likely to be very 
limited. Cramming Information into small pack¬ 
ets in documents and brief introductions to differ¬ 
ent themes, the book operates purely at the level 
of abstract ideas and docs not confront the practi¬ 
cal reasons why people might be attracted lo 
fascism or offer convincing counterargumcnis, 

(47) 

The favourable effects of economic instability 
and crisis for the extreme right are widely recog¬ 
nised (Stoess and the contributorB to the BMI 
volume Jaschkc,Knuencr, Rosen, Sippcl). Rosen 

(48) illustrates in particular and an important 
strand of thought in mainstream German politics 
regard strategies premissed on restoring sus¬ 
tained economic growth as cmcial in imdermin- 
ing the appeal of the extreme right (49) Certainly, 
economic growth and tiie climmaiion of imcm* 
ployment would decisively undcmunc, though 
not eiiminate, the attractiveness of right-wing 
extremism. But if German fascism develops a 
wider base during the current recession it will be 
able to sustain the loyalty of a larger and mine 
canuniued cadre during the subsequent econcimic 
recovery. And, lo the extent that fascist orgamsa- 
tions are morfr able to exercise influence and 
demonstrate their political effectiveness at a na¬ 
tional level, they will be better placed to grow 
even as the economy picks up and during future 
recessions or social crises. 

There b, however, a major problem with at¬ 
tempts to address unemployment, poverty and 
their consequences directly, if economic crises 
are a chaiacteiistic and unavoidable feature of 
capitalism or, at the very least, if Germany in tile 
1990s cannot avoid deep recessions. As Wilfried 
Here has argued in "Die Zeit"; “Germany is 
slithering into an economic crisis and no-one 
knows how to pull it out". (50) 

The couniermeasures discussed above aB rely 
on the state, eitiier lo repress the extreme right or 
to fund and organise schemes that shield people 
from the influence of right-wing cxiremlsis. (51) 
Halbaucr andMoslcr point out that the state is not 
a neutral Institution.. The police in Koyeiswcrdfi 
(and Rostock) took action against anti-fascist 


demonstrators with much greater alacrity than 
when ihcir task was to stop assaults on foreigners 
which lasted days* This is not difficult to Lmder- 
stand given the racist sjTrtpaliucs of sections of 
police forces in east and west Germany. (52) The 
Government's recourse to racist tactics also casts 
doubt OR a strategy of relying on the welfare arms 
of the state to eliminate the attractiveness of right- 
wing extremism. Some siaic-funded efforts lo 
undertake social work amongst neo-nazi youth 
have even ended up providing them with the 
means for more effective efforts to politically 
organise and recruit. (53) 

Sicgler does not look to the state for a solution 
to the problem of right-wing extremism, but then 
the picture he paints b, apan from the pressure of 
international opinion (54), depressing. Hb expla¬ 
nation for thfi growth of fascism in Germany 
amounts to an identification of a continuing tradi¬ 
tion that goes back to the Third Reich, There was, 
he believes^ throughout the post-war period, in¬ 
sufficient effort to persuade east (and west) Ger* 
mans of their responsibility for Nazism. (55) This 
reproduces an aspect of Stoess’s analysis. As 
Sicgler makes only minimal reference to the 
material conditions that can make fascism attrac- 
five, his analysb has amoraibing flavour. He sees 
German unification and the Tccmcrgencc of Ger¬ 
many as an indepcndtni power as responsible for 
the resurgence of this tradidoiL Siegler is scepti¬ 
cal about the use of right-wing cxttcmism as a 
justification for strengthening the police, given 
the priorities of the state and federal govem- 
ments.. He also offers a moral critique of 
Heitmcycr's analysis of the basis of right-wing 
excremism as exonerating those guilty of politi¬ 
cally motivated raebt violence. Similarly Farin 
and Seidel-Pielcti pomt out a cowucr-strategy 
which stresses social work dcpoliticbes mcism: 
“That youth and social work place neither struc¬ 
tures of dominatioti nor structural racism in ques- 
tlodu, makes them even more popular with those m 
political authority”. Their moralising alternative, 
“ihe win 10 discover and not ignore the linle 
racists with ourselves”, is less than convincing, 

(56) 

. Halbauer and Mosler systematically .relate the 
experience of individuals and shifts in the ideo¬ 
logical climale lo Gennany's economic difficul- 
dcs, to ground an argument for counienneasures 



isi 


against fascism which neither rely on the state or 
the utopia of uninterrupted capitalist growth. 
Economic problems are not simply a matter of 
personal satisfaction (Sioess 212-213) but of 
survival. The search for solutions and explana¬ 
tions in the face of a reality or threats of unem¬ 
ployment and falling living standards b rational 
rather than a social pathology. When alternative 
strategies have declining credibility the attrac¬ 
tiveness of racist and fascist ones mcrcases. The 
plausibility of the Government's explicit re¬ 
sponse to the crisis in east Germajiy, as opposed 
Co the message implicit in its recourse to racism, 
started sinking soon after it was articulated. De¬ 
spite criticisms, fiom business interests amongst 
others, (57) the Kohl regime cemtinued to articu¬ 
late an optimistic economic prognosis until at 
least September 1992: am certain we will be 

able to resolve our economic problems - noi 
overnight to be sure, but within a reasonable 
period of time.” This assessment, given by Chan¬ 
cellor Kohl on October21990, the eve of German 
political imificaiioit, conlmues eo be correct two 
years after that historical date.” (58) 

Fascism can best be understood, according to 
Halbauer and Mosler, in icims of the social con¬ 
ditions which generate it and the social class at its 
core (27-29), The social base of fascism is middle 
layers in socieiy. This docs not mean that all 
members of fascist ogganisauonf are exclusively 
drawn fiom the new and old middle classes. 
Rather their ideology expresses the experience of 
these layers. The old middle class, particularly in 
economic crises, is squeezed between large enter¬ 
prises which compete with family c?oncenis on 
unequal terms and unions which endanger their 
existence by pushing up wage, transport and other 
costs. Similarly the new middle class in large 
public and private corporate hierarchies, may be 
pressured both by senior managers to whom they 
are subuidinaXe and by the demands or resistance 
of subordinates whose ccnfidcnce and power is 
enhanced by union membership. In east Germany 
declassed middle level and some semor function¬ 
aries of the old Sulinist apparatus have additional 
cause for discontent 

_Fascists fejeetboth organised labptff and capi-_ 

tal (generally equated with only a segment of the 
capitalist class, particularly finandal coital, 
rather than the system of generalised coiruuodicy 
exchange). They blame social problems on ra¬ 
cially identified scapegoats, the lews or foreign 
wotkert, who can be thwarted by fanatical nation¬ 
alism and pogroins. Fascist organisations there- 
fore offer simple, if false, solutions to real prob¬ 
lems. On this basis they can mobilise people 
adversely affected by economic crises and left 
hopeless by the failure or lack of alternative 
responses. This applies particularly to the unem¬ 
ployed and youth with no reason to have faith in 
the future. The appeal of fascism to organised, 
employed workers is far less, especially when 
they can respond to their problems through their 
unions oi works councils. This has been the case 
in Germany recently, where unions in the west 
achieved partial victories in wages campaigns 
early in 1992, action by unions in the east has 


secured improvements in wages and groups of 
workers across the country have resisted shut¬ 
downs and redundancies withdiffereni degrees of 
success. 

Using this framework, Halbauer and Moskr 
argue the Governmeni's appeals to racism, to 
disixact attention from economic problems it was 
unable to solve, have played a crucial role in the ^ 
rapidgrowthoffasebtorganisations and activity. 
The Goveminenib naiuralbation of racism and 
victim blaming behaviour is in effect reproduced 
by Sippel and Lange. They assert that the arrival — 
of refugees has itself generated a racist response 
or deepenmg social problems and hence ex¬ 
panded the scope for right-wing extremist activ¬ 
ity, This is reflected in their use of the pejorative ^ 
term “Asylanten” for asylum seekers, (59) To 
translate Halbauer and Mosler's argument into 
the jargon of political science: in pursuit of gains 
within the establbhedparty system, the censerva- 
tive regime, despite its condemnation of racist 
violence, b shifting the political culture (or more 

fashionably, ”piibljc discourse”) in a direction_ 

which serves lo legitimate the claims of fascists 
and thus, to an extent, undennincs the democratic 
parly systein itself. 

Developments since their publication appeared_ 

have borne out Halbauer and Moslcr's analysis. 
The world recession hit the west of Germany in 
1992, In April public sector workers engaged in 
their biggest ever strike campaign, preventing*^ 
governments from unilaterally shifting the bur¬ 
den of unification costs onto their and other 
workers* wages. In the face of its continuing 
difficulties the Kohl Government repeatedly 
raised the asylum questioa A series of election 
and opiiuon poU results, as well as campidgns of 
violence and even racist murders indicate that the ^ 
fascists arc the main beaeficiaries, 

“Stoppt die Nazis*' deals seriously with mass 
anti-fascist movements and mobilisations. Stoess 

hriefly mentions die movcmcai against the NPD_ 

during the late 1960s. (60) But he c€]fiflates such 
actions with individual acts of viol^ce against 
fascists (61) and on this basis rejects them, as do 
several of the BMI authors for whom orgaitiscd - - 
Biiti-fascbni is a (left-wing exuratisi) problem 
rather than a suitable response to ri^-wing ex- 
tremkm. (62) Halbauer and Moslo* distingubh 
between elitist actions by anii-fascisE fighters, ^ 
preoccupied with the neo-nazis, and mass mobili¬ 
sations to confront cvgus organised by storm 
trooper and especially “respectable” fascists. 
Sections of the autonomist movement (some¬ 
times called “anarehist” m the English language 
press) regard the bulk of the German population 

as incapable of confronting fascism, because it is^_ 

compromised by racism, and see Htilc distinction 
between the police or existing state and the fas¬ 
cists. There is no space, in such an approach, for 
involving the large numbers of working people,— 
whose inieresis the fascists threaten, in activity 
against right-wing extremism. Drawing on the 
experience of ihe struggle against fascism in 
Germany during the late 1960s and the 1970s,“ 
“Stoppt die Nazis" rejects this position and argues 
that it is possible both to confroni the fascists 


publicly and polidtally and draw wider sections 
of the population into activity around defence of 
their interests. This is pardcularly true of 
workers who not only have a great deal to lose 
from Lhc growth of right-wing cxtixmbt organisa- 
tions but also collectively have a great potential 
power, based in the workplace, which can be 
directed against fascism. Halbaucr and Moskr 
therefore emphasise the imporunce of already 
committed andfascisis engaging in jomi activity 
with the unions and SPD and especially their rank 
and flic. (63) 

Challenged by big counter-dcmonstraiions 
when they tiy to march or rally, fascists lose 
several of their most unponant means of attraci- 
mg support* The acceptability of their ideas is 
challenged when large numbers of people pub¬ 
licly demonstrate their hostility. The cultivated 
image of fascist strength* ability to intimidaie 
political opponents and hence the credibility of 
their racist programs is deflated when they arc 
unable to dominate the streets. Even massive 
moralisijc displays of anti-racism or and-fas- 
cism, such as the demonstraiions in France over 
the last couple of years, cannot do this if they arc 
removed in time or space from the fascists* at¬ 
tempts to rally suppem- BiU Halbauer and Mosler 
mamtain the large ami-racist marches and rallies 
after Koyerswerda indicaie that a bigger anti¬ 
fascist movement with more effective tactics is 
possible* Subsequently 20,000 anti-fasdsts and 
anti-racists marched in Rostock shortly after the 
pogrom there. An anri-racist rally in Berlin on S 
November 1992 drew 350,000 people (64) and a 
14 November mobiHsadoii saw 200,000 demon¬ 
strate in Bonn against prcpposais to change the 
asylum article of the constitudoiL 

Even more signiScant was the reaction to the 
Moelln outrage in late November 1992. (65) 
Starting with a proi^t of 10,000 in Moelln itself, 
a scries of huge candle-lit demonstratkms took 
place in Geiman cities. In the period to ihe sun of 
1993 Mimich saw t mobilisaiicTO of 300,000, 
Hamburg 250,000, Essen 300,000, Nuremburg 
100,000. Lfi Frankfun 150,000 attended an anti- 
racist rock concert and a week lato' 100*000 
demonstrated^ In fee east there wer e very large, 
events in Beilin, Leipzig and Dresden. The Gov¬ 
ernment subsequently banned seven! small 
stonn troooper gn>up$ and the prospect of a 
counter-demonstration by 30 anti-racist gioi^ 
led authorities to forind a Republican rally In 
Ottbergen. By late January the demoDSCrations 
reached Vienna^ The piotosi in Austria was di¬ 
rected against Joerg Haider and his Frobeitliche 
Partei Osterrekh* which has slmilaiitics to the 
German Republicans but a greater political 
weighL These mobihsatiOTis briefly isolated ihc 
fascists* but they bad significant weaknesses. 
First* they failed id gcncraic sustained organisa¬ 
tions or networks capable of involving even a 
significant minority of those who had mobilised 
on the streets. Secondly, by fewusing on the con¬ 
trast between neo-nizi violence and moralistic 
anti-racism, they lei the “respectable fascists" off 
the hook. By March 1993, the wave of revulsion 
and mobilbauon had largely subsided and the 


Republicans, distancing themselves from the 
violent implications of their owm policies, were 
able to win 8.3 of the vote in fee local goverrunent 
elections in Hessen. Nevenhelcss, the demonstra¬ 
tions of December 1992-January 1993 and the 
more militant, thought smaller ones which fol¬ 
lowed fee Solingcn murders underline Halbauer 
and Masler's point feat there is scope for organi¬ 
sing a large and militani antiTascbi movement. 
Such a movement, to fee extent that it idemiOed 
both the Stiefel- and Wahlfaschisten as nazis and 
confronted theij public appearances, could re¬ 
duce their combined support from fee present lens 
of thousands of thugs and hundreds of thousands 
of passive followers to a few handfulls of ob¬ 
sessed fanatics. 
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Authorities bust Third Reich & roll 


GERMANY STOMPS 
SKDOIEAD MUSIC 


£y ICajTrie Jo«ol>s 


IS ON THE 
rise Acmes Europe Aud 
America, In che lut 
yearf in tbe 
States, 22 

ders were aBegediy oommirted by racist 
skinheads^ according to the Ami* 
Dc^mahon League of B"^nai B Id 
G emanyp wbere actads on ooo- 

Germans by neo-Nazi youths are practi¬ 
cally a daily occuTTcncCp due best ordu- 
trated — and best publicized — police 
acooQs harve tac^ned not cbe actual pea- 
penators but the rode bands whose music 
IS said to inspm the vioknee. 

Unlike die GennaDy has no Rm 

Annmdrr icnfc Cenaia cyps of spECcht 
ceived as dangerous or disruptive, are 
b a TMC<L Xb^cEp aa uiteHiigaQce agency, »'hr> 
O&E- &c the ProcBcMi of the Con^iEu- 

**i‘J'*\ ny^flll V* * dfTr|kf^ yj bands, 
she lytics so they on gaiha kgaJ evidoi^ 
Since tbc begliiiilng of the 
year, the German police have 

gagadcggulaf raidi^searclniBtbe 

hmru* drinKo ad hvij i^wi Jw h w r m . 
and a variety of record <&Etnbu* 
toci^ The first happened in 
Jamiafy; l^GQ r e c ofds ud 2W 
CDi were seized m aoushweai 
Germany &Dm bustnenca and 
pnvaSE hoenes^ A month kmr in a 
nationwide eaid, records were 
oDc^sated ficm busneaacs such 
» Rodc-o-Rama, a former punk 
iahel that muoted into Genoaoy's ™fT 
noradoua puNithfr of Roonk In 
midjuly the m*^*^*^ il^ 
psihbhrn t± skinhi^ 

The haiA routindy violate Gcrtnan 
laws fizrfa kk hng die use of Nan 
and symboh and the speadiz^ gf prop^ 
gazik that rndtes violence or eadal haCRd. 
And unlilnr ihe youdis who up 
d^sett ot bum dtnm dieir the 

bands ace reladvdy easy to catcL As 
Graeme Addnsou, a Fisnkfuit-based «£- 
tor of the British antz-^icuc 
Seartiiight, puts in *The hands are the 
moK viable fkimetar on thesezne. They'ie 

like a ntnrmber in ■ bag ^ stzBwbexxieK.” 

ConfiscatiDg; cruddcBdi of tccocdii^ 
and koJiKa hai not made dbe fasdtt du^ 
QUgiaily disappear. However, the vki* 
knee coadnua unabated *[The raids] 
are not very dangerous for the skins,' 
argum Michad *Mqscs” Amdi, the 


of a wfl L le^tkr German ^ rrin r, 

ZAP. "The police say, Xook we art doing 
something* Id ket, they do nothing” 

The most tangible rsidc of the raids is 
what could be oiled a Hot 100 of 
songs; a long list of recording banned for 
$aJt to chose Linder IS, issued by a Gertnan 
government office called the Federal 
Eumlncr fbr Wdnng Which 
Endangers Youth 

Amdc and ocher music^ 
industry saurces that 

these police acbons only turo 
the iiEO*Naz3 band Enembets 
into licrDC& They insbc that 


HO SURR£ND£R-V 0 L 4 

EUROPE 

AWAKE! 

-- 

TOfT WM bg**«i|;ih I* 


the mki t£ a reoord by Stikkzaft fwbow 
name means *(£szupnve force* and who 
an ooe of the bat known bands) 

have miihripJkd to ^jOOO the 

taids Eaegw. (The mtmbg h iunposabk m 
verify, nice &eo•^^ ceex^ 
uadergrotuid auil-order disthbuton^ 
don't appear oo industzy charcL) 

In hdafch ihe band Radilafal was tiicd 
in thru bofseeown of Nuremberg for *di^ 
yrn i o a tin g pcDpagaoda &e ot^aizaEkms 
adverse to the state.” At issue was the 
banefs repeated pedbrmance of a song 
ealkd'Tlalniknuz,” whkh means "swasti¬ 
ka." "Put the Nobd Prize on Adolf 
Hider,” lead itr^er Maodi W, 22, woukt 
sing "Hbea the Sag wnh ihc swasdk^' 
Radtleahl memboa, in what baa become a 
Izy Aiategy fer Ridi banch dmx^ 

the soe^ was real^iheia They rirffirflcd that 
they firkud it up undaokkigly. the way ooe 
might \j& a pen Bexa kxdcsxx dx’s desk, 


horn Aft eadacr incaimckin of their band 
called (Geiznan fix "poasen ga*"), 

Radikahl argued that they were just 
guys who like to play rock & roll ”We 
simply want to be i band,” guitarist Peter 
O. said. Tm only interested in the fi^ of 
the guiui," said guitarist Thomas S The 
band members woe convicted of spread^ 


Oemuny torgm StoriEraft QmHh th^ Am« 
(AWtfe>wMl ah l MhAj g a|»win« C R h> i »,l<ft|h« 
al»thmt«iul«ftlBt RviMkIa MlUtUCMw), 


ii^ pcDpa^oda but wm only ghea £iKi 
tangiiig about to 

Some sJemhead rockeiz were dever 
enough to start rdnventing rhrmarlvea 
well b^»e their day in oourt. For eaam- 
pk, in the May issue of a slkl^ neo-Nazi 
fanrine. Modeme Zeiltn (Mkimi Tzmerjt 
ScOckta^’i JOeg Pcoritacfa, who is Docon- 
ous for leading his aiiHiiwin> in die Nazi 
aduie, claims chat bis legal probkms {and 
bad pees) can be hknied on his hnA. They 
WOT the ones who had the bcaw4s, cried 
"Seg heir and destroyed property while 

the hand moOCCncly placed "son^ agai 

drugs and foe £riendshi|L’ 

Petricsch reportedly tells ikni, "Us* 


your brain, ibr talk is silver, and siknee is 
gold." With this supposed message of toh 
erancE, he cxiuki be sharing the lesson he 
karned fiom the palioe raids Disoerion 

pays qE In September^ Petricsch was seo- 

teooed to twoyeaxz probadon. 

According to Cologne-based rock jouj- 
naliSt Ralph Chrisroph, Petritxch got olT 
asy Ixxaijsc he told the judge he didn't 
want to sing about Kate anymore* 
CKristoph, who has oo-authored a bcx)k on 
rock and politics in Geztnany, argues that 
zdophobia can't be advod through oen^ 
Kpcsbip because the cifmmist rock bands 
art only ^pressing, albdt crudely, anri-fbe- 
cigneT sentiments held by more main- 
stream dements of German codety. He 
abo points out that undl icocncly ocr^r- 
ship was used primarily against those with 
left-wing views. Those who speak out 
against the neo'Nads arc also 
sub^ to censoishifx 

"They are blind in the right 
eye,* assens StaS Agotopou- 
los. the singer and guitarist of 
a ihrash-mcta] band from 
Bremen, Rumble Militia. 
Agotopoulos says that the 
Gcnnan govetrunent eai n^iw -s 
the crimes of right-wing 
extronisa and goes af^ Icfr- 
isQi, such as the militant and- 
Baasts, who i^t hack 
Rumble Milida's latest CD 
is an outtry against neo-Nazi 
viqlcnce. The title song, 
"Wieviel Hass Wollc Ihr 
Nochr ("How Much Hate 
Do You Still Waiwri, liits 
she bcabotu ci die mo«t m£i- 
moua acts of skinhead tcrroc 
and declatct, "Tve had 
oioughl’ It then chalkngei the 
with A i|uc»tion, "Why not throw 
Molotov cocktaiU at bigwigs?” 

The CD was pressed in Norway and 
dapped bade to Gcnnany, In Hamburg a 
oismu ofEoer read the Jyiim on back 
cover of the CD and c^ed the special 
^ictnu wf^ deals with lefbwing terroi^ 
UHL In June che police vulted Robert 
Kampf who runs Clotty Media Reenrds- 
Gexmany in Donmund, RumUe Miliria s 
label at the tim^ Aceneding to Kampf tlv 
peihee knew it would not be good publici¬ 
ty to proeecyce a bend fbr a song against 
dtinh^ vioknee so toon a^ a deadly 
arson attack by right-wing youths on a 
Tuikali. home in SolingEn in May, Kampf 
cccaZlt being takk "If you don't seU the 
aPnim ai^rmoie, w dkm'c make an isto&* 
*To call publidy for violence, chafes 
what they said I did, and it i agaimer 
bw/ says Agoropoulos. Rumhk Militia — 
ctaisaring cf Agnenpoukit who’s Gnck, a 
Tuddsh guimriA;, a Eul^rian boirist and 
a Gernun drummer - arc the perfect mul- 
cicultLiraJ retort to neo-Nazi rock, and 
they've been oensored. Unlike SePektaf^ 
Rumble MiLtia havoa't to speak in 

code. "For the last dmc, we printed the 
lyria on the cover," Agoropouloi $ay&. 
"Maybe that was my £»uk.* J3 
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■ . J newsjaaper lhai supDOns 

,^e nikary ovennrow q\ ine Vefistn 
gav^fnrnenL Tne neifvspaper's empiem js snar 
Of me Russran NainjnaJ Unrty Party anp is a 
wa-^jation on the Naii swastika, 
a. Thts swastika emblem rtiustraied an ann- 
Semitic article in The Mew Russian Oroer 

3. Eymooi on cover of ann-Semitic Pamva: 

oamphlet, Title of oarr^phist translates roughly 
as Yicf. ^ ' 

4. S. Front pages of P&myat puOljcaTions. Jr 
thQ. 5, Boris Yeiism fs represenieo as a ' Yid ' 
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eo-Fascist Fashion: Emblems of the New 

By Steven Heller 

* J 

For 7S vears. the bannered emblems and icons of communism that ' 

r M public buildings in Moscow n-em invio- 

^ble. Their desecration was a criminal offense. Then, vinually 

trZ^'S*iMr J *”PP**^‘ 'be startling collapse of the Soviet 

> lonm 1--1. the hammenand^ckle. dominant svmboIofBoishevik 

rM.unon and communist rule, was replaced throughout the Sm-iet 
^ flsgs snd coats-oF-arms dating back to pre-communist 
^nanAies. In the absence of new images, these older ones provided a 
swn^ tf not atchait alt^iive to the visual Irtppinp ofeommumst 
oalitanamsm.^thoughiome ofthe old symbols wen »* abhorrent 

had become, for a generation 
under the Red Star ii was bener to identify with the ragaries of 
the old nationalisni than the realities ofde^ctwnroinusm. “ 

Other of ^ fomer Wanaw Paa countries replaced fealty to com- 
miimsm with nationalism, the laner synonymous with patriotism 

dSd?™ » convenient w^ to channel 

decades w orth of seething rewntments. alldwing those who felt 

** “** ® *bdr pent-up passions inwaid towaid 

^n"s*!bII!fSll^ * ^”* 1 ? '“'""'‘^'Andasthemm- 

l “*np«nmts of nationalism soon evi- 

npubUcs. the partition. 

OKhosltnakia and Yugoslavia, and the minilieation ofLt and 

'bat communism had only temporarily 
mu ^ the conwntrated tribal/nationatistic loyalties and pre^diew 
"* l»lieved to have been eradicated by World War II 

of rommunbm-s stem measures to suppress ethnic 
^ rebgious identification, the cunem revived nationalism eirfiibits 
the fierceness ofa wild animal too long caged, suddenly let loose. The 
c^uencK can be dea dly. as the situation in Bosnia.Herzegovma 

Immcalljvthe same ewreme nationalist rhetoric that helped propel 

the U90s. In this ^int. the switika. and the emblems inspired by it. 
are being recycled in many former communist countries, b some they 
^even ^ pvw legiiimacyv Whero ,he dismantling of communist 
approms has left chaos, the promise of a new order (a lemi assodated 
with fasnsm) has great appeal. This resurgence of Kazi-inspited svm- 







l»li and r^aha in Russia. Germany, and Eastern Europe is astonish- 
irw. given their historical connotations. That most of the groups mme- 
mmts. and patamiUtaiy militias adopting these images are on the radi¬ 
cal tnnge does not mean that they are ineffeauaL As we have seen, thes- 
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CUdfliUnEflEi mm i.O.lly'irHA I TOH. ^TO imik 

KJUDCOI H Il\M8^31D FAZh 51ilLli;.F'}KA, IVUiia, KArdfiEMlt 
^ n?OIIPA!HTUtCTB01l6M CPEflCriAHH ILKCOSOg KHWPM 4 HK 1 
PEAJlim Ptro«-3TO CTEPTIAbHAl UBATU (HQBWfiACOHOtCrO WAIU-- 
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can be quite tucceuful at fiinning pubEic r«ntmeiil toward targeted 
mmorities like (brcgnen and Jewi, 

Scapcgoitt are indigenous ro naotjnaimiu which fr«b on grievance. 
While the Soviet Unign^ like Ciarin Russia before it, was rifr with anti- 


Semitism, there has emerged a new virulent strain among ulira*righi- 
wing groups, who openly call for pogroms and ethnic cleansing, f his 
well-organiied melange of monarchist, neo-fascist, and Pamv-ai Cmem- 
Qty") organiiations openly hawked their ideology on the street until 
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Boris Yeltsins October I99J emergency decrees banned mcii actirities, 
Polemical newspapers with the titles Russia Arise. The Russian New 
Order, and People's Business featuring heroic drawinss of blackshined 
Russian stormtroopers. anti-Semitic caricatures, and Adolf Hi tier him¬ 
self were prominently displayed at sidewalk tables throughout Moscow 
and St. Petersburg, Various iterations of the swastika, sometimes com¬ 
bined with historic Russian iconography, were also in full view. An 
American visitor Co Moscow last summer reponed that it was impossi¬ 
ble to walk a block without running into at least one of these disolavs. 

While the long-term political objectives of Russian ^scist Eroups is 
unclear, their immediate mission is stated in their literature: They are 
massing their forces and training their bodies for'when the power 
comes,' The largest, though most feetionalized. right-wng group is the 
Pamyat oiganiiation dedicated to ptesen-ing and recatling a past that it 
claims the communists have rewritten. WhJe some of its factions deny 
fascist leanings, and father than the swastika have adopted the doubi^ 
headed Ciarist eagle as their symbol, othen ate visibly tied to the Nails 
through their regalia, indudirtg black shirt, leather shoulder strap and 
belt, combat boots, and swastika armband The Pamyat swastika com¬ 
bines an ancient Russian design with the hooked cross, similar to that 
used by their antecedents, the Russian fascists, who emerged in 1939 
after the signing of the Nazi-Soviet Part and were purged by Stalin onN 
after the Nazis invaded Russia in 1941, Today's Pamyat membership 
includes former members of a youth gang known as the ryacery (named 
for a dangerous low-rent suburb of Moscow), whose mission, in the 
words of one. is 'ridding Russia of the Jews, the Chechens, the Geor- 
giaiis, the Tatan, the Armenians and the other black asses,* In an inter¬ 
view in the Moscow Guardian, another member admitted. *1 became a 
&scist to help revive Great Russia. It's been turned into an American 
ralony by the Yids and the Masons, Wed never have allowed the Amer¬ 
icans to meddle in our iives-^nd well tnake the Yankee go home!' 

The most militam of the ftmyat factions have adopted many Nazi 
slogans and ieous. "He puu on a black shirt today pledgK alle¬ 
giance to tbe^meUiid and the ration with the words Tlussia or 
Death,’states an anonymous Pamyat member in an article titled 
'About Russian Nationalism, or Why We Wear Black Shirts' that 
appeared in a 1992 pamphlet, in their appropriation of the black shirt 
(originally adopted irt 1922 as the uniform of the lulian fascists) and 
the red. White, and black swastika armband, they are rrtuming to the 
193QS when shirt colors delineated fwdit groups in Germany (brown), 
Ireland (bliie), and the U.S. (gold).They are also recalling the period 
when graphic emblems were considered powerful weapns and varia¬ 
tions ofblood-ahd-iron symbok like th e Nazi swastika and Italian/aca 
were adop^ in Rumania {the Iron cro^), Croatia (the (/for UstashD, 
and even Switieriand (a nazified variation of the Swiss cross). Russian 
fascist graphics are fimher modeled on the heroic realism of the Third 
Rdch,; 

Other Russian right-wing 'liberation movements' have adc^ed kin¬ 
dred images. Some have revived Czarist and pre-Czarist symbols: oth¬ 
ers combine the Nazi swastika with the Russian Orthodox cross! The 
Sl Petetsbufg Weo's Qub. which publishes People's Business, uses the 
imperial double-headed eagle in which is inset a hooked cross resem¬ 
bling a Nautilus scepter. The Russian National Unity organization, 
which publishes an and-Semitic newspaper titled Family {referring to 
the family of Russia), uses a twisted variation of the letter Y, akin to a 
distorted swastika. 

Russia is hardly alone in its fascist resurgence. Since its letmifiMtion, 
Germany has been the scene of neo-Nazi violence against foreigners 
(mostly Turkish immigrants, but also citizens from Eastern bloc coun¬ 
tries who had fled before the fell of communism). The perpetrators of 
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* 13 

12, This symbcrf used by the AkwsfrcMit 
Natiooatef Sozialisten/ Nattcsnaier Axt^^isieft 
adaois iHb ligntnHng.txsn 5 of The Hnier vojtn 

13, Members bf the BunOes Naiipriare' 
StuberiTen and the iHiecf wtrkers' parrv 

Freiheitichtn Oeu'schen Arbeiterpane^ ai a 

rally outs-de Munch T9S2. The,r 
fnei^Qp the Odalfune shoulder paich 3^3 -rre 
9 «arwE)rt(s smtiar to that of mp Nazi woi^e- 
bngaces, 

14, MemtsefS of the r^eo-Naii WehrspQftQryQp^ 
Hotfrnann wearing [hf SS dtath s.heao 
insTgnsa on (hair caoi (not eteariy seen here) 
during hiTliiary exercises m 1976 on the 
procerty Of theif leaoer and financial Packer 
Kari'-Heini HoHmann The grouo was oarmeo 
in :9M Photo UPL 


t. Amt-Afnefcan cartoon fjwi Pamyai 
pafnphii©i assens that U.S, milrtary is 
domiihated by lsr»t. 

7. Masthead of Peoole's Business, a fascist 
iheweoaper mat empioya the Cm net double- 
headed eagie as its logo. 

B, Masthead of Pussia Arise, a fascist 
newspaoef that incorooratat oesh the waii 
swastika and the Russian Onhooc* cross. 

9. Prom page oi Famtiy, wtih swasiika-mspired 
emoiim. The headline ov«f the Jewrsn 
Mncitures reads: ‘fnvitstion to me Sale of 
Russia." 

10- This variant of the twasuka is worn by 
members orf outlawed Germaft group 
Aktionstront Nationaiar Soiialisten. 

11. Symbol ol the r>ec^azi German itudent 
group Suhdaa r^ationaier Siuoemen. 
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thwe asuulb. c^ed skinhwds, m typiM% disaffeaed young wrk- 
ing^kss men prurunh' fiom th€ former East Germany, "riidr tcriDrist 
actions are nor unlike those of their biwn-shiried forebears in the 
early days of the Naii party, and are supported by organized neo-Nazi 
groups. Before rrunihcation, smaU. we^^a^^ned right-wing paramili¬ 
tary groups posing ts sports aod hunting dubs existed in West Ger¬ 
many in defiance of federal bwi The leaders of the nrw generation of 
storm troopers, many of whom seem to have no sense of what National 
Socialism was, come from these older outlawed political groups In a 
public shcFw of solidarity, the Anraom Ku Kim Klan annoimetd it was 
providing -advisers- in the art of street brawling to their Gernian fas^ 
cbtoowterpam. . ... 


Since 154fi. when the swastika was outlawed by German eonstim- 
tioi^ faH fascist groups have had to adopt new symbols and regalia, 
Bla A shim have bm replaced by light blue or gray ones, worn over 
oiaA pants- The National Front inarthcs under the Imperial flat? last 
us^ durti^ Worid War t '^^^houWerpatthes with a sy^ 

boJ that loob more Ukc the AIDS ribbon than ■ swastika- This dia¬ 
mond with feet, cafled an Odalnme« is abo the mark of the flimdei 
^aonaler tadcnten CBNS)» a neo-fascist organiiacion based on the 
w » " Other outlawed groups that echo Nazi Germany are 

olteoiufistncbeii Bewegung Deutschlanda/Panei der Arbdt, whose 
resembles i gun sight, iad Aktionsfrtmt Nationaler Sod^llsr 
tcn^oiakr ^ ^ 

that reatmible the helming bolt or5 used by the SS, 

The Genran gwOTnmt vAidi had been xiwed of tre^ 

wing >do1enn too lightly, has banned neo>Naaj organisations from 
^moMtraung publicly. Thiw groups—The National Front, The 
^tseber Alttmatnt and The J^ew Front—who together we« blamed 
for w erinimal am agaioa foreigners in 1993 alone. ka%« been 

plat^ undersurvaHante by Germany* Wen] Office for Protection of 
the Constmooo. •pvhoew thinks that thej- can change our land with 
a climate of mtimidation and feai; they are footing themselves.' said 
Gftman Quncctior Helmut KohL And yet, according to observer 
Wore The Deuttcher Alremativ party wu banned, it had gained con^ 
siderable power «the local le\Tl particulariy in eastern Getman X^ns 
nea^e Polish borfer. where widespread urremployment has been 
exacerbated by the iBegal entry of foreigners. 


Secausc ncf-Nazis are prohibited from exhibiting inflammato.'v 
iconography, the propagation of their faith often comes through 
m-jsic. which is protected under the constitution. The drivine. pound¬ 
ing discordances of German hate-rock songs have moved fans of,neo- 
Nazi rock. knoH'n as “Oi musik.’ into the streets to vent their resent¬ 
ments. A band tailed Bohse Onkelz CEinl Unclesl had one of its songs 
roach number five on the Germatf pop charts. Storkraft (Destructive 
rorce). a Diisseldorf-based skinhead band, has made television appear¬ 
ances. although it is careful rot to air its .most popular bmics. which 
advocate violence against Tuiks and others. According to the New York 
Ti.mes. ‘Oi mimics allure appears strongest in formerlv Communist 
lands of East Europe, where the economic and social structures that 
young people grew up with collapsed almost overnight,..." The Tunes 
also reports that some East European bands make the German aroups 
seem benign. In Hungary, which does not appear to have suffered as 
ouch transitional turmoil as other Eastern bloc countries, a band 
called Qgany Pusiitito Garda (Gypsy Destrovera Guard Regiment) 
openly displays Hungary's World War D fascist emblem and plavs to 
packed bouses with songs like “Gypiy-Fm Zone,* whose Imts are! 

77ieJlnmC'thwweT is the ortfy weapon 

Wii/j whidi / am tmimpk 

Extermirtme the Gypsia. 

Whether ehUi woman, or man. 

In w-ar-ravaged Yugoslavia, the Croatian fescist paramilitary group 
known as Ustashi (meaning ‘stand up," as for the cause) is a eovern- 
mtm-sanctioned combatant During World War II, Ustashi was a 
black-shirted Croatiaa fissdst parry whose leader. Dr. Ante Pavel ic. ran 
the country as a puppet regime for the Naiis. Since the breakup of 
^oslavia in 1992, and the tecogiation of Croatia (first by Bonn) as an 
independent nanon. the O s^bolizing Ustashi bat also re-emerged as 
a semkjffi^ emblem for military inegulars. Photographic sriekers of 
Dt Pavefic’s official portrait have also been ‘unoffieialljr’ pasted onto 
government vehicles and anny weapons. In addition, swastikas, whidy 
were never mfiawed in Yhgo^^ have appeared on wallsln combat 
areas and on uniforms of paramilitary combatants. In Zagreb, the 
Croatian capital, black-shirted aunliaiy police help pamji the streets 
and occa i^ah radquarten building (commandeered from the local 
soaeQi of gr^siiic artiSB) in the center of the dne 

Th e upsuige of nationalism in Eastern Europe, with its consequent 
tumioiL can be seen as inevitable, given the sudden disappearance, 
almost into thin air, of the aD-controlling ideology that for many years 
had held the region in its grip. Vacuums, after all, ate meant to be 
fiQed. The foct that a heavy dose of iasdst ideology has accompanied 
the nationalist revival may also be seen as inevitable—which makes ic 
no less distaittng a development. The Naai-insplred emblems and 
icons now befog defiantly displayed in public in Russia. Germany, 
Croatia, and ofoer countries of the region suggest that the new foicisi 
acolytes enthusiaitically accept the tenets and philosophy of a regime 
that embraced racism and genocide as viable instruments ofpolicy. 
Members of these organiranons flaunt their graphic symbols under 
the eyes of authorities who may be either hostile to their purposes or 
sympathetic In either case, the symbols are meant to intimidate and 
tHToria. Just like in the 1930c 
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orld Class Icons: Blood and Iron 



Eaitem Europe is not the oniy pan of the world where neo-fascism has 
stirred to life—just the most currentty conspicuous. And Mieirver its 
adherents are found, one can also find the famsLar emblems and icons: 
black shin and swastika or other hooked'Cross va riants. 

In June 1993. when armed memben of the South African Afrikaner 
Resistance Movement (AWB) stormed their way into the Johannesburg 
World Trade Center where negotiations concerning the end of white- 
dominated rule were in progress, ihey were all wearing swastika- 
inspired embleirn composed of th« 7s in a circle surrounded fcw a red 
field. The attack was repelled, but the blatant symbol with its Nazi con- 
nocations portends a difficult future when majority rule becomes a 
reality. 

Racist and hale groups in the U.S. are also aware of the value and 
power of symbols. These groups use evocative emblems both to distin¬ 
guish between themselves and to signify their goals. The Ku Kiio: KJan 
uses a cross on which a symbolic drop of blood is inset* suggesting an 
amalgam of nunyrdom. brotherhood* and terror. WAR (White Aryan 
Resistance)* of Fallbrook, California, uses a skull and cnossbones with 
an eye-patch (a perversely comic JoUy-Roger version of the SS deaths 
head) on a heraldic shield to indicate the guerrilla nature of this group 
whose skinheads are trained in urban violence. The Aryan Nation's 
symbol carves through an expanded iV with a sword, on which lies a 
crown set on i hcraidic shield that emits rays suggesting religious roots 
(not unlike the Nazi NSV symbol). The American Front weds a gun- 
sight with its initial; though awkw^ardiy designed* the emblem dearly 
Indicates the groups preferred means of redress. 

The propagation of American fascism comes in many forms. WAR 
publishes a newspaper that advertises "Racist Video Tapes." ‘Suggesi- 
ed Reading for Aryans," and 'Blood and Honor Merchandise." Among 
the merchandise offered are the usual swastika patches and pins, but 
also one rather Ironic Item: One of the swastikas in the package is 
appropriaied from John Hearrfield's famous anti*Na:i collage pub¬ 
lished in 1934. “The Old Motto in the ‘New Reich*; Blood and Iron," 
showing four axes forming a swastika. In its day* it was an tndicimcni 
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of 3 bloodthinty regime: today, it has apparently been co-opted bv a ^ 
segmenr of the Ameriran ultra-right as a badee of honoL 

it might come as a stirpnse to iram that even Snitierland—benign, 
pacific, perpetually neutral Swiizerbnd—harbors a neo-fascist moW ^ 
mem. During World VVar II a smaii political partv called the Federa^ 
rion Fasciste Suisse u-as allied \yiih Italy's fascists. Its symbol, a nazified 
variation of the national Swiss cross, is currently used bv the Front 
Pairlotiqut. an organization will tus lc natiur J fiynt* in EntjianJ. — 
France, and Belgium, —SH 
































. The Church of the Creator is a US . : 

;• w H 1TE SU P R EM A C1 ST G R 0U P TH AT S ELLS J ' 

atred_to the masses. Australians V ^ * ' 

' ■ *. , L ' ' " " "I ’l'd ■ >. ■* 

' are among Its disciples. ^ ■ 




Beyond The 


’ ■ ;■ ^ 2 —‘ ‘ d ^J .-h. ■ ■■' ' ' ■' ■ / 'i d ■ " " 'S ■ 




. . .... . , .. 

S a rabj 

" ■ .^^<* 5 -^ j- .;. . /;-"^1 i ■.-« 


GOOD WEEKEND APRIL 9, IV94 


R ick ^^iCART^^tevcHjre business 

sttireTtan briefcase, navy blazer/7-' 
white"shirt," pressed trousers 
and vibrant red tie with a fisK-"' ' ■ 
hook patt^ - a fsshionable !,' - r 
: motJfp ho!dw.bt;oR^of^a's Gu^ 

■ McCarti^ a tonrier Bhagwan Shree '-'’y: 
Rajnetsh devotee and a self-described ' 

; psychotherapist/claims to have a doc-!/ |? 
' torate In philosophy from an East Coast 
university he worTt name. He appears 
most cornfortabl^ however, talking in 
the jargon of a nnarketjng mogul* 

*:. What ie*s selling, McCarty says / _ ; 
excitedly. Is 'like CocaCola. As far as" 
positioning [rt's] No* 1/ But the 
product is nowhere near as innocuous ^ 
as soft drink, - 

McCarty is the proud peddler of pre^ 
judice. He is the current leader of an 
international white supremacist group 
called the Church of the Creator (COTC) 

" "The only racist religion known to 
mankind right now', as the business¬ 
man is wont to boasL McCarty^s offi* 
clai title is Pontifax Maximus (Latin for 
‘high priest"), though in keeping with 
his preference for corporate culture, he 
prefers the title of executive director. 

He says it makes 'the whole thing a bit 
more acceptable and recognisable’. 

The COTC espouses a racetiased 
religion Known as Creatrvtty, which wor¬ 
ships Nature - not a hi^r God - and 
is 'dedicated to the survival, expansion 
and advancement of the white race*. It 
is virulently antl*SemitJC, racist and, 
unlike most white supremacist groups, 
antM^hristian as well. 

Church of the Creator dogma dictates 
that a racial holy war, or RAHOWA in 
COTC parlance, must ensue to rid the 
world of "parasitical Jews* and the so- 




, called 'inud races" (coloured people}^ A 
‘Jewish conspiracy*, according to the; 


Marketing prejudice; the Church of the 
Creator Is big buelneu. ^ / 

profftabie. Asked if there Is anything 
unique about running a business that 
preaches hatred of Jews and ethnic 
minorities, he responds: “lt*s all the 
same thing, it doesn't really matter. It's 
just a different commodity,* 

Long a bit player in the already mar¬ 
ginal world of white supremdcists, the 
Church of the Creator has fecruited 
heavily since the late '80s - and with 
some success. McCarty brags of a fol¬ 
lowing in the thousands, including 
members throughout the US and in 37 
countries, with strong chapters in 
Germany, South Africa and Sweden/ 


/ TTie group'also has'a m^est folJow- 

... in Ausij^lia/McCauiy won't reveal 

r.COTC, n^ls ^ US eowfnment.''-^.:;.>howjha^'Australian COTC.iJeTOtees ’^:^ 
intamatio)^ tanking and {^obal there are^.or ^eir names or ^ere 

, McCarty took over the ©lurch of the'” they (ivei'Vi^at lie wiH'sW is this; 'We ' • 
Creator in January 1993, and readily ..don't have a hig group over In Australia, 
concedes that his mission is to make it but they are very racially aware down 




.there.', McCarty adds that Australian '' 

. 7, supporters regularly coiiwbute Items r: ? 
■ to the core’s pe^pap^ffRacfal^^S'M 
, .Lo/a^'U'ey’send us a r«rt of news-'y?^': 
/paf«r clippings. In'fact,'a Iptof theV-^p 
artti^hristlan stuff wrnes from, - 
Australia.--Ho says'the COTC prints 
between 20,000 and.AO.OOO copies 7 *'1 
of.the .(TOrrthfy pTOpaganda.shee^ and 
% that Australlan'mmbers .are'anvMji 

! v: 

?>'^y^iI.ejWpjrema^st .watd idoessav^ 
j MeCaiiy'sjiumfaers are ]nftiited.7They^' r 

.«3!Wdi^.sU^ 

C^tfeandjjoj^d^i^ tHe'l jate^-^ : 
iT^ovemerf^ung^i^ $Wnbea3s^-.5 
r^Numbeis tteRtiell ttwSftoTeTsWJs'^ 

e"J.?8Jie5U?PPJtens:^^ IriT” 


-2 vidfenoS fnx^opj/t^' 

;;i9??l?t®.&??^P.f'«:leapfiT)ggedtothe 

tracks'^ sope^^r«'tii|T^ 
• Ku KluxKla’n m'ihefeuth.^CalifomST?? 

. based White Aryan Resistance and 
Aryan Nat^, based in Idaho. j > 

. he MOST obvious sign of the >. /•' 
■ group's higher profile is the ’ - - " ‘ 
I grwing list of ctlmina! acts eonv 

- ■ m mitted by its followers. The ■. 
group has an intem'atlonal prisor»- 7’7 
based 'brotherhood*, many of whom ■ 

..„ are doing tirne for racial^ motivated ^ 
crimes.’jn a June I99i letter to Chris 
Bartle, a COTC ‘reverend*. In Frema^e " 
prison In Western Australia, a US ;7 * 
colleague wrote; ’We are sure that"...' " 

. you will do everything possible to ' ' 

V spread tte great pro-Whtte Ideas of 
Creativity in Au^Jia. PleaM let Us""''--^" 

- know how we can help you in that. L 

• supremely Impor^nt missiofl.-;^fKj^^;; 

Bartle was one of six rnembers of ^ 
V.the Australian Nationalists Movement' --- 
. .^coi^cted in i^ptember lOOOJorST^^v 
i mlhdrtUeiTh^ANfrf 

^1 ngvS-NaTl in Li rS 


beealinked 

j‘,steTOrfeccrapirac[^'^^^ _ 

..ii Including murder^gainst minorttiesVK 11,; 























both tri the US and Overseas. Ln July. 
1992, a Fiorida jury convicted George 
. Loedr, a COTC";m]nJstei^j cf murdering 

H^>fold Mansfietd/an Afrlt^Amerl^ 

^ r Who had si'wdjn the jGu^War; 

: shot Mansfield after a car ‘ 

■ ,/ment, at teast five of the COTC's 
CahadJ^ rnembers have been arrest* 
ed on changes ranging from kidnap- 
'ping to assaufr. ^ ^ ^' 

Las't iuiy;y skinhead who necentiy 
\ pleaded guitty to firebombing an otftce 
of the^National Association for the 
"^Advancem^t bl CnJnrArf ir. 





sypf^neMntefKied to start a race war 
ranging from Oregon 
the USCanadian border. The trio 
murder black nap 
Cube ^ lo bomb 
^^;^:S5m3goguef and milftarylnstaasiions, 
j,-'^ATso mOufy^^two Soutiiem California 

Charges irt"^ 

p co^'uncboiTOjgt:aJ^ 
sting ffiar rey eafsd^SepISffi^^ar^^ 
head plotS^hiirRodS^ KTng^arxJ :: 

other prominent blacJ^'^d Jewish"■ 
iE P?opj^M;part of the coven opera- 
.'^tio'n' th^ ^t*infihraied tbe.COTC.^ ^ if ^ , 
^COTC's emergence as 

v.a^ig4eagje-player.^" . 

, ^pircles coij>Cides with potenfialfy s^f. 


1 has beeTL'embroiied^in jeaderahip^^ , 

- strug^es and faces fiaaricial unoerv^ ^ 
tafnty.'as Wk as mooniing scfu^y.:ty 'if- 

7 law^nforcement officials aftd 
group monitors, 

COTC eWersi however, ane confident 
they have provndecf a basic framework' 

■ of beliefs for a younger gerwratJon of 
_ racists, who are encouraged to start a ". ^ 
worldwide white revolution of\ 
own. Church of the Creator founder 

- KJassen implored his young followers ' 4 ;^% 
to * pursue our goaf with a mflitancyt ^-^Y 
energy and dedication that will drive^^r^v 
our congenital enemies into oWmon’, ., 

For more than two decadesr:^:^ 

Klassen. an immjgram from Ukfaine 'lV;^ 
who lived first in Rorkla and then in EJE, 
North Carolina, was the driving force . 
behind the Church of the Creator. - ' 
j Aithougn not considered a charismatic 
leader, Kl^sen wrote more than 15 " 

^ ebooks, indudingthe organisation’s ^”1 
three sacred texts: 7?)e Whffe'ifan’s.'tK 
BlbtBf Nature's Etsmsi Rdigtoti arid 
. SaJubfious Uving^ a guide to healthy ’ 7 
y :. its fo r whfte orsJ . -^- ^ 

r: Klasseri^dtdnS"l$>ow 

propag^a'w^ later - 
« ftwitmnnef in ■■,■■. 

his bcKfe are consioered dasM 

tocJay*?iShft& 3 ovvef 

'^-^hate Iherature'bo^ in'^ 


bPe 


■ abroad, where such pubficatiorts are - ’.*• 
i hard to come by or ItJegarj -.'rr,'/,;’^ ^'^.'': - 
V- paper has'features such'as 
- 'Cupid's Comer*, a inatchrhaking ser-:~'■ 
., vice for COTC members in the US ’ ' ■ " 
..Europe, Australia and South. Africa ■'•i - ,.■ 
who are looking tpr’ihe right (white) ^ ' 
mate. ‘White Men and Women, be ; 
and riuttiplyi TJiis planet Is aii i'r 
p oursi; And h Includes fetters* frwiVupl 
^Il.oy^tth^vTOridnncludlrig 'v ; 

h correspondence from )R 6 be!firi''?tK^^^ 

'^.writes;:*We h^ a ■' ■■■;- 


>' t. If* 

iTf.f^/I?^.:-®.P?JPtetlKin7HfueKtyte'3rS»^'3'"'i 


-* ■ ^ o ** wile' 

A® Prefers to' ije i 
^known,; as. the nevrCOTlffealderrs!?-^^ 
.^McCarty runs .^.COfc^'wfld heai^lvY 
,^quarters* from a town with the’tmfikety^^’ 
^name bf Nicevifle;tnorfda?^^:r?^™ 
“t' I*« appaien't mis Pontifex M'^itoli^-V 
IS far from being a fire-bVeathing " ‘' * .f ^ 
-■-.racist McCar^ confesses he doesn't '' ■ 
nave a good, solid answer* for why ^ ' 
he evert leads the organisation. His ‘' ' 

: main motivation seems to be in mar- ' 
keting hate to the masses - especially 
a younger, consumer-driven audience 

. -i He has trademarked the church's ■* 

name, emblem and rallying erv ' • ' ■ '- 
RAHOWA. McCarty calls the COTC's 
‘ powerful marketing tools that y 

must be protected. He sells the -. 

group's books,-T-shirts, stickers and 
other paraphernalia, . - •• 

As a true believer in the wonders of 
tne marketplace, rf nothing else 

' -® ''' capitalising 

On Klassen’s death* , ’ 

■' «w7k'^ f«''gions don't get 

Off the ground until their founder -- :.' 

i fy take off. I see the COTC as a reti- ■ r-' 

’■* gion that's not quite there yet It 1 ■;■ 

a' 




Fascism in France 


The rise of the extreme right in 
France has been marked over the 
last ten years by the dramatic rise of 
the Front National (FN), led by Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, who has made a name 
for himself across Europe as the 
man who dares to say what other 
fascists were only thinking. He has 
buift his reputation as the 
..reasonable voice" of the extreme 
. right, presenting himself in a suit as 
a national populist who speaks for 
the people. This makes him possibly 
the most dangerous man in Europe 
at the moment, and his style has 
influenced every other serious 
fascist leader in europe from 
Germany's Schonhuber to Belgium's 

Filip de 'tVinter. 
However, the FN isn’t the only 
fascist party in France. There are 
several others of note, plus the nazi 
skinhead movement is currently 
undergoing something of a revival. In 
this article we will give a general 
picture of the main forces in French 
fascism at present, followed by an 
analysis of the anti-fascist 
opposition. 


Le Pen is still here 

With 12.9% of the vote, the FNtooW third 
place in the national elections of April 
1993. While they lost Iheif only 
parliamentary seat, against ail 
expectations, this was the best ever result 
in a national eledlon tor them It is hard to 
predict if their vote wifi continue to rise furt¬ 
her, but one thing is certain ■ the FN is 
here to stay. 

At regional level, the FN is more securely 
esiabllshed ■ they now have 239 


representatives in the re¬ 
gional parliaments 

(compared to 137 seats in 
1986). Even if the total of 
votes for the FN is less than 
Jean Marie Le Pen 
collected in the presidential 
elections ol 1968 (i 
these elections 

demonstrate that the FN is 
fulty established in all 
regions. In some like 
Alsace (17%), Provence 
Alpes Cotes d’Aiur (23%) 
and Pans region (16%) 
they were the second party, 
beating the Socialist Party, 
tn some towns like Nice, 
Perpignan, VauIx-en-Velin 
(suburb of Lyon) and 
Mantes-la Jolie (Paris 
suburb) the FN look more 
than 30% of the vote which 
puts them in a position to 
take over the town halls In 
the next municipal electbns 
in 1995* 

The FN generally obtain 
their best score m the 
working class towns and 
working class 

neighbourhoods in middle 
class towns, the proportion 
of the vote is high amongst 
workers and lower middle 
class employees (19% of 
them vote FN, according to 
the post-eleciion polls) and 
artisans and businessmen 
(16% vote FN). These 
figures show the different 
social classes anracied by 
theFN; 

-a working class 
etectarate, formed of the underckasses. 
and generally living on the big housing 
estates, who previously have voledforthe 
left. It is notable that more workers now 
vote for the FN than either the Sociafist 
Party or the CommunTSt Party (11% of 
workers vote Communist, 19% for FN). 
>a middle class electorate, reactionaries 
living generally in city centres or districts 
close to the housing estates, These 
classes voted previously for the tradition a1 


fight wing parties (Conservatfves etc). 

As vyeil as Ihe FN taking nearly 13% in the 
recent elections, this is their current stale 
of play ‘ they are estimated to have 30.000 
militants, that are active members of the 
party, many of whom have backgrounds 
in more violent fascist groups of the past. 
They have 237 regional and over 600 loca! 
representatives on ihe municipal councils. 
They own a chunk of the media - the daily 
newspaper Present, two weekly 
newspapers. National Hebdo and Minute* 
plus a Parisian radio station. Radio Le 
Pen. Additionally* there are around fifty 
Jringe"" groups * protfessional circles, 
clubs and assoziations which are directty 
linked to or close to the FN, 

Thus wt can see that the FN is indeed a 
potent force in French society, with roots 
in every section. 

Ar> interesting facet of the Le Pen 
Phenomenon has been his ability to draw 
in to the party fascists of almost every 
persuasion and unite them his banner ^ 
pagans. Catholic fundarT>entalists, Natio¬ 
nal Socialists, Nazis old and new, wartime 
colloboratora, hardline Cor^rvatives, Na¬ 
tional Bolshevists, New Right and even ul¬ 
tra liberals. The effect of this has been to 
severely weaken the rest of the extrerrje 
right groups in France. 

The state ol the Rest of the 
French Extreme Right 

Nouvelle Resfstsnce (New Resistance): 
their orientation islerrorist/strasserTte/na- 
tional Bolshevik. This group was formed 
from a ^pUt from the more traditional 
Troastenre Vole (Third Way, which is no 
longer particularly importartt now that their 
leader Jean Gilles Malliarakis has quit to 
work wKh the FN aKhough he stopped 
short of joining them). Nouvelle 
Resistance ts gaining in influence in 
eastern Europe, although it remains 
small. 

Pf^FE (french and European Nationalist 
Party): a neo-nazi group which in 1963 
carried out a bombing campaign In the 
south of France, this group succesf ally 
infiltrated and took over one of Ihe top 
trade unions forthe police, the FPIP. They 
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have cEose links with the Fhf but a 

period of decline until recently. 

FjAA/£■{N ationalist European Fascists]: a 
mere shadow o1 its former self ;h!S ta^i 
terrorist organisation is now thought to 
have as linie as ten members, and 
producing an irregular newsletter A recent 
development has seen them and the 
PNFE meeting together, and a merger is 
expected lobe announced shortly. 

Other groups: most ot the other French 
fascist groups remain'sinatl or In decline, 
white still capable of carrying out the odd 
terronstic attack or producing propagaf^da. 
Nearly all of them have links of some sort 
with the FN, 


Skinheads 

The nazi skinhead movement in France 
reached a peak in the late 1980s, hen it 
was estimated to have around S.OOO 
adherents. Alterthat it went into a period 
of decline, and we now think there are onfy 
around 500 Skinheads left. One of the 
reasons for this decline was haired of 
skinheads by the police who took every 
opponunfty to harass them, additionally, 
skinhead was for many just a style to 
follow for a few years, and these people 
left the movement. 

The most famous f sets! skin in France is 
Serge Aycub, known as Batsidn. He has 
been a key leader for a number of years, 
and recently has been involved in the 
eattempted revival of the nazi 
skinheadscene here, for instance 
developing links with Blood And Honour 
(GB), Deijteche Atternetfve (BRD) and 
V^enefo Fronte Skinhead (I) amongst 
others. He opned a shop in Paris in Sep¬ 
tember 1992 called Darfeside, which sold 
skinhead clothes and records, plus iOegal 
nazi memorabilia. In June 1993 the shop 
was bombed by unknown people and it is 
out of action for the present Ayoub also 
produces several skinzines and has his 
own political party, the Jeunesses 
Nstionalfstes Revotuthnnaires. 

The word skinhead in French refers only 
to nazi skins, as over 95% of French 
skins are itwofved in fascism. The French 
section of SHARP collapsed several 
years ago, and the number of redskins 
(leftwing skins) remains tiny. 


Conclusions 

After more than 12 years Of Francois Mit* 
terand as President, there is np need to 
underline that the polrticaE situation has 
worsened. Incapable oi satisfying the 


neecs of the poresi French, of resolving 
the problems of 3 million unemployed, 
abandoning the union ground and local 
work in favour ot the proofil of the big 
insirtuticns. the government and Socialist 
Party, wnh ^liberal" economic politics, 
permiaedthe FN to firmly establish itself. 
Even more than that the FN has become 
a dangerous force for French society, the 
socialist government attempted to use the 
FN to divide the right - tor example, by re- 
establishlng the proportional ballot. This 
strategy has failed for the moment - H the 
FN attracts votes away from the 
conservath^e parties, it also attracts votes 
away from the left. The socialist 
government set up a policy of restriction 
on immigration, strenghteningthe police 
and adrranistratlon otihe exclusion policy, 
which instaedof reducihg supportforthe. 
FN. merety reinforced iL The eruption and 
establishment of a racist and authorrtanan 
poirtica! party has brought a shifi to the 
right across the whole French society, and 
has created a complete consensus of all 
the French polclicaiparties on the stopping 
of immigration and the trair^ing of police. 
The recent victory by the right in the April 
1993 nabonal elections has worsened the 
Situation. New laws habe been rapidly 
introduced, restricting immigration and 
nationalrty rights and increasing police 
powers. The new Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua is a hardliner bordering on the 
fascist, although he hates the FN. His 
latest idea is to deport iltegat immigrarns 
on specially commandeered trains, 
disgustingly remini^ent of the 1940s 
when the French collaboration 
governmenf deported French Jews to 
Nazi germany and the death camps by 
train. Opposition to this move is strong 
though, especially among railworkers, and 
ft will be hard for the government to 
impIemerit this. 


Anti-Fascism in France 

After a long absence from the anti-fascist, 
since the 1992 regiorial election campaign* 
people geban helping to mobilize against 
the fascists. We have pinpointed three 
types of people involved in the anti-fascist 
rrwvement 

-an ,, elect or arc or rent, linked to the 
socialist party, like the .demonstrate 
against the FN^ campaign of socialist MP 
Cambadelis. the aim being to form a 
repubfican front against the FN. This group 
refused to crrticise the government But 
these organizations seek at all costs unity 
with the maximum number of 
organizations at the risk of wqatering dowr\ 
their politics. The opposition to the FN i$ 


made according to its values, rts 
humanism and not on social grounds, 
-the radical anti-fascist current, born in 
1904 out of the 5CALP and other 
colleciives of which we are a pan. and 
which IS the smallest, but pe-naps the 
most important. Our ooposrtion to the FN 
is concentrated on street activities, 
orgar^islng demos against FN m.eetlngs 
and ranges in various cities. For us the 
struggle against the FN is accompanied 
by the struggle against social exciusiori, 
for equality between the French and 
rrTvmigranis - the only possible responses 
to curb the progression of the FN arnogst 
the people. This is evident by the 
'denunciation of government policies, 
because for us„the danger is not only that 
Le Pen is coming to power, but that so 
many ct his ideas are alraedy here". 


REFLEX 

RE FLEX {Network for Studie s. Inf omnati - 
on and Action Against the Extreme Right 
and Xenophobia) was created in June 
1986, when different collectives working 
on the extreme and immigratEon issues 
linked up to pool resources and 
information. In 7 years we have published 
39 issues of our magazine ^Reflexes'" 
which informs on the extreme right, 
imrnigratton and Europe. We have also 
organized some demonstrations of which 
one was on Europe, two on murders by 
the police and three First of May demos 
against the FN. We also participate in the 
National Anti-Fascist Network of militant 
groups* which publishes a monthly 
infobulletin called No Pasaran. 

Out links with other militant anti-fascist 
groups across Europe are good and we 
continue to build on these foundations, 
having created a Europe Commission 
whose mandate is to liase with other 
groups abroad, to report on fascism in 
other countries In our magazine and to 
disseminate information abroad on the 
sfluation in France. We welcome contact 
with other groups* and can provide 
speakers for public meetings. 


Reflex: 14 Rue de Nanleuil* 75015 Paris* 
France 

Tel: (Paris) 42 50 99 43 Fax:(Paris} 45 
31 64 37 
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Front National: A Nazi trron: 


The International Links 
of the Front National 


In the autumn of 1984 the FN, the Ital¬ 
ian MSI and a Greek Neo Fascist MP formed 
a group in the European Parliament called 
“The Group of the European Right". This 
allowed them to participate in Parliamentary 
Commissions, to have access to information 
and to use the Parliament's printing and dis¬ 
tribution facilities. (451) It also made avail¬ 
able to them considerable amounts of money. 

In early 19S7 the Group was strengthened by the 
addition of Ulster Unionist MEP John Taylor, bringing 
Its total strength up to seventeen. (452) 

During the autumn of 1984 Le Pen made trips 
to various west European countries seeking to strengthen 
links with extreme right wing and anti immigration 
groups. He was in Belgium at the invitarion of Roger 
Nols, he also approached the Liberal Christian Party, 
some ol whose members, inspired by Le Pen, went on 
t^g create the Belgian Front National. (453) (227) 

Also that autumn he met in Antwerp with members 
of Flemish ultra right groups such as Were Di,(ibid) who 
in their monthly journal Diestland Europa have stated 
that a race disapears when the composition of its blood 
changes,and have deemed blood to be the foundation of 
white European culture and creativity.(561) The fear of 
debasement of blood and race is a common theme in 
Mein Kampf. 

He also travelled to Uusanne, Freiburg and 
Zurich, and in Geneva was guest of Action Nationale. 
(ibid) 

At the end of 1984 the far right group strength¬ 
ened its profile through a conference in Greece headed 
, by Jean Marie Le Pen, which ended with a joint state¬ 
ment calling for the release from prison of former mem¬ 
bers of the Greek junta (see below). 

The conference also launched the "European 
Friendship Front”, with the aim of bringing together the 
European Far right. Already made up of the Greek 
EPEN, the Italian MSI and the French Front National the 
objective was to gain the adherence of similar groups in 
other countries. 

The secretary of this group set up at a conference 
headed by Le Pen, Jean-Marc Brissaud, is a hardliner 
formerly of Ordre Nouveau (banned in the Seven ties for 
its violence) who then moved On to the Parti des Forces 
Nouvelles, and was involved in another pan European 
organisation, I'Europe des Patries, comprised of the 
Parti des Forces Nouvelles, the Spanish Fuerza Nueva 
and the MSI. (454) (455). 

Of these three groups the least well known is the 


Spanish Fuerza Nueva (New Force) led by Bias Pinar, 
whose members as well as aitendin g a religious mass for 
"the repose of the soul of Adolf Hitler , and smothering 
the walls of certain parts of Madrid with graffiti and 
posters proclaiming- "The holocaust is a Zionist lie , 
have raised their arms in fascist salutes and cheered to 
the rafters the speeches of dedicated Nazi and ex SS 
officer Leon Degrelle.Belgiums most wanted Nazi 
collaborator,who has often been invited to address ral¬ 
lies of the Fuerza Nueva.(571) 

In addition Fuerza Nueva has been responsible 
for a horrendous catalogue of violence and murder. 

Forinstance the head of security of Fuerza Nueva 
organised the kidnapping and murder of a nineteen 

year old girl opponent. 

At the same time several members of Fuerza 
Nueva, including some of Bias Pinars personal body¬ 
guard, were dragged from court giving the Nazi salute 
and singing the fascist anthem Cara al Sol after being 
convicted of the mass murder of five people and shoot¬ 
ing four others in what became known as the Antocha 
massacre.{4S6) (457) (458) (459) (460) (461) (4fi2) 

Neither his association with Fuerza Nueva nor 
any of the other groups, nor his personal political his¬ 
tory, served to jeopardise Jean-Marc Brissaud s choice 
as leader of the FN's European Friendship Front in the 
eyes of Le Pen or the others. 

Indeed theconnection goes much further for the 
Fuerza Nueva later reconstituted itself as the Frcnte 
Nadonal - FN,or Front National,and at the constitu¬ 
tional meeting of the new party Bias Pinar was accom¬ 
panied by MSI general secretary Giorgio Almirante and 
Jean Mare Brissaud.(572) 

However most significant of all is the fact that 
the closing event of Frente Nadonal s election campaign 
on 8th June 1987 was attended by Nino Tripodi.then 
president of the MSUnd by Jean Marie Le Pen him- 
self.(573) 

After the 1989 Euro-elections the Group of the 
EuropeanRight was joined by the German Republikaner 
Party and the Belgium Vlaams Blok, who had made 
spectacularbreakthroughs. The Republikaner added six 
MEP's and the Belgians one to the FN's total of ten and 
the five from the Italian MSI. (The EPEN candidate had 
been eliminated this time round.) 

Almost immediately there was a dispute be¬ 
tween the MSI and the Republikaner and Le Pen threw 
his weight behind the Germans- 

These are the groups with which the French 
Front National is associated and with which it has formed 
a bloc in the European Parliament. They are his natural 
allies and co-thinkers; it is therefore both prudent and 
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insEructive to bretHy examine each in mrn. 

EPEN 

The Greek ME? in the Croup of the extreme 
neht, C. Dimitnadis, belonged to a movemeni called 
E?EN, the National Political Union, which was estab¬ 
lished in 19S4 with the stated aim of '"cleansing" the 
parliamentary system and establishing an economy based 
upon private initiative (463), 

EPEN has made no secret of its ideological and 
po li ti caJ li nJcs wi th th e mil i tary d i eta to rs hi p o f P a pad opou li s 
which ruled Greece from 1967 to 1974. It has advertised 
its continuing links with Papadopoulis and played a 
tape secreilv recorded by him in prison at its founding 
meeting, (463) 

EPEN campaigned for the '"rehabilitation" of 
the image of the military dictatorship and for their 
release from prison* 

tn 1984 Le Pen a temp ted to visit Greece v^ith the 
intention of visiting the former Creek dictator Papadopoulis 
in prison, as part of EPENs election campaign. (464) 

The MSI 

Until the late 1980s every group on the far right 
in western Europe aspiring to become a serious political 
force looked towards the Italian MSI for support, and 
from the moment of its creation the French Front Na¬ 
tional sought links with them* 

The MSI has been the fourth largest party in 
Italy since the late 1940s- It was formed immediately 
after the war by former leaders and officials of Mussolinis 
"Salo Republic'', the statelet created by Mussolini with 
German military help in 1943 which fought a last ditch 
stand in Northern Italy against the rising resistance 
movement. 

The MSI has never accepted the post war Italian 
constitution^nd it has never seriously tried to hide its 
loyalty to the fascist tradition, for instance at their con- 
vention in 1970,to the enthusiastic applause of the deU 
egates Georgio Almirante boasted* "the word fascist is 
written on my forehead " (574) 

Bimilariy in 1983 they produced a poster com¬ 
memorating the centenary of Mussolinis birth,and in 
1986 the MSI began a celebration of the fortieth anniver* 
sary of its foundation with a rally at the Teatro Lirico in 
Milan with Almirante in his keynote address alluding 
to the historic significance of the locaHon*(575) 

TheTeatra Lirico is where Mussolini made his 
last speech. 

The MSI closed its national congress in January 
1973 by ressureefing the image of dictatorship,Benito 
Mussolini. (576) 

At a major international rally in Madrid in July 
1978,aU four speakers,Alinirantc3!as Pinar,Tixier 
Vignancour and Ricardo Curutchet. editor of the Buenos 
Aires based openly nazi magazine Cabildo and secre¬ 
tary of the Movimento Nacionai Argentino.attacked not 
only coinmunism,but also and in particular "Liberal 
democracy" which they described as "the ante room of 
tommunism^displeasing to God.aiding and abeting 
IjcciKe.destroving the farrdl vand damaging public rnoralitv/' 
(577) 


When Alrmrtanie brought a libel action against 
a Socialist Party official in Modena who descnbed him 
as a "mass murderer and torturer of Italians" Almirante 
lost the action on the grounds that - "the allegations had 
been proven to be true," (578) 

On December 7th 1970 the MSI presidentTrince 
ValerioBourghese.a ttempteda fascistcoupinR0Tne(574)^ 
date deliberately chosen because it marked the anniver- 
sary of Pearl Harbour^and was codenamed 'Tora Tora" 
in memory of the Japanese attack*(579) It was led by 
Stefano delle Chiaie the international lerrorist,himseH a 
member of the MSI in the 195QsJ5S0) at the head of a 
commando of veterans of theA vanguardiaNa2iona]e.{579) 
Within the MSI there has always been some 
disagreement between one wing of the party wan ti ng to 
continue the Squadristi side of fascism - armed attacks 
on the labour movement and putschist politics along 
with a radical fascist demagogy - and the other wing 
seeking to establish alliances with the Chnstlan Demo¬ 
crats and to present the party as simply the hardest and 
most vigorous element on the anti communist right. 

In the early post war years the first wing of the 
party was dominant, under the leadership of Georgio 
Almirante. During the 1950s and most of the 1960s the 
second wing held supremacy. 

But in the late 1960s Almirante returned to the 
MSI's leadership and the party adopted a twin track 
po licy known as the " strategy of tension": this involved 
a combination of terror attacks, especially bombings,to 
create an atmosphere of fear and chaos, combined with 
an electoral drive to present the MSI as the only force 
that could establish law and order through forming an 
authoritarian government 

The terrorist side of the party's work was car¬ 
ried out in the name of formally independent move¬ 
ments such as Ordine Nuovo, founded and led by MSI 
militant Pino Rauti, while Almirante presented the party 
as the force to save the country from chaos (and thus 
terror bombings). 

The Ordine Nuovo, and its successor organisa¬ 
tion the Armed Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR), imple¬ 
mented this "strategy of tension" with the most horren¬ 
dous catalogue of bombings, murder, mass murder, 
assassination and terrorism, culminating in the bomb 
outrage at Bologna railway station in which more than 
eighty people were blown to pieces, (465) 

^Despite initial successes in the early 1970s the 
MSI has stagnated, never winning more than 9% of the 
vote* At the end of the 1980s,after the retirement and 
death of Almirante, and some internal warfare, the MSI 
made Rauti its new leader. His declared intention has 
been to return the party to the purity of its fascist roots, 
stressing in particular the fact that anti communism is 
only part of the MSIs heritage. 

In the early 1970s the FN's predecessor Ordre 
Nouveau claimed the MSI as an intemational ally and 
directly borrowed MSI slogans for its own propaganda, 
and this effort to link up with the Italian fascists was 
maintained by the Front National, who adopted the 
MSTs "tricoloured flame" as their own symboUf49)The 
strategy of the FN's founders has been descnbed as an 
attempt to "copy the model of the MSI by blending into 
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a wider electoral grouping" C328)< ieby carefully hiding 
their true ideology until the moment of taking power.) 
In fact, the MSI made an important contnbution to¬ 
wards setting up the FN in the early days* (49) 

Relations between the MSI and the FN through¬ 
out the 1980s were very close, on both a formal and 
informal level, with Le Pen and Almirante doing a 
double act at various European events and at each 
other's conferences. 

Almirante was guest of honour at the FN's 
November 1905 conference C466) and on 2 Dec 1984 Le 
Pen spoke at the MSI congressin Italy where hestressed* 
"the common origins of the French right and the Italian 
right." (467) 


The Republikaner Party 

The Republikaner Pa rty was formed in the early 
19S0s by Franz Schonhuber, a member of the Waffen SS 
during the Second World War, who has written a bcok- 
"Ich war Dabei" (I was with them) praising the SS. [468) 
Claiming that they have been "misunderstood", 
Schonhuber has tried to blur the undeniable fact that the 
SS was an elite force rrrade up of volunteers who were 
devoted Nazis, utterly dedicated to everything Adolf 
Hitler stood for. The SS were not army conscripts like 
the Wehrmacht,lhey were Naii Party soldiers. 

Schonhuber has also tried to emphasise the 
"positive" aspects of National Sodalism^rguing the 
bravery of the elite units and exhorting Germans to a 
greater natioanal consciousness.(581) 

"Germany First" is the defiant watchword of the 
Republikaner and their programme refers constantly to 
"German interests." (582) 

During election campaigns the Republikaner 
have always stressed anti immigration themes, and 
ha ve diiecdy oompared themselves with the FrontNational. 
(469) 

The Republikaner programme for the European 
elections in 1989 called for the abolition of trade unions 
"in their present form"? an end to the state welfare 
system, and compulsory one year's training in the prac¬ 
tical work of being a wife and a mother for all girls of 
school leaving age.(468) (470) 

They have also repeatedly made strong calls for 
the return of Germany to its 1937 frontiers (468). This 
would mean that vast chunks of territory currently in 
Poland, and even some in the Soviet Union, would have 
to be turned over to Germany: 

The question begs, how far would the Republikaner 
be prepared to go over this territory? 

The Republikaner programme calls for the "de- 
criminalisation" of German history, for rejection of "the 
war propaganda of the victorious powers which has 
been introduced into our history books" and "whose 
forgeries and exaggerations the youth are forced to 
believe." (470) 

The programme says there is a need for " na¬ 
tional self assertion and a moral renewal" and "state 
power and the common good must have priority over 
party and group interests". The individual should be 
subordinated "to life, effort and values/'(470) 


The programme aims to "maintain the existence 
of the German people, its health and ecological living 
space,"C470) 

Just what is meant by "ecological living space?" 

Fifty years ago another German leader talked of "living 
space" or "Lebensraum". 

The programme goes on to demand an educa¬ 
tion system in which "youth will train its bodily, spir¬ 
itual and intellec^tuai capacities as a unity" and learn to 
"subordinate itself to the community". (470) 

The media is also attacked as "incapable of self 
control" and therefore state censorship is necessarv. 

(470) 

The Republikaner presents itself as a party of 
law and order^and as such calls for a tightening of the 
penal law against "terrorism" providing for the "Soli¬ 
tary confinement of the prisoner and an absolute ban on 
outside contacts/' (583) 

Apart from the obvious question of just how 
wide would the Republikaners definition of a terrorist 
be? an absolute ban on outside contacts must mean 
neither relatives nor lawyers could visit the prisoner, 
not only during inprisonment but also during investi¬ 
gation. Thus under the Republikaners anyone accused 
of being a terrorist would be denied a proper legal 
defence in the accepted sence of the word. 

This, coupled with other means of "combatting 
terrorism," would prove the gateway to an authoritar¬ 
ian police state.(5&4} Overall the often demogog^c calls 
of the Republikaner on "terrorism"whilst playing on the 
understandable fears of sections of the German popu¬ 
lation, are irreconcilable with the principles of a consti¬ 
tutional democracy .(584) 

According to the Bavarian office of the German 
security service the aims of the Republikaner are uncon- 
stitutionaL (472) 

Another aspect of Republikaner policy is shown 
in ^The New Age Man", a pamphlet by Republikaner 
of ficerlmgenRuhmann, in which he ad vocates eu thenasia 
for -"those who through negative genetics cannot look 
after themselves-" (471) "Negative genetics"! An ex¬ 
pression we would be wise to remember. The phrase 
itself conjures up memories of Nazi atrocities commit¬ 
ted in the name of eugenics. 

A very large part of thecad res of the Republikaner 
are former members of the Nationaldemokratische 
Partei Deutschland (NPD) and have a strong neo nazi 
fomriatiorLForinstancetheirMH*sindudeH3iiald Neubauer, 
for eleveit years a member of the NPD, and, up until 1984 
a journalist for Gerhard Fre/s racist and virulently anti 
Semitic publishing house (472). 

Frey is leader of the DVU (The German Peoples 
Union) famous amongst other things for their nazi ral¬ 
lies in the Burgerbrau Keller in Munich where Hitler 
attempted his famous beer hall putsch in 1923.C448)and 
whose paper National Zeitung includes a number of 
classic anti holocaust books on its booklist.falong with 
SSwarmemoirsand theofficias1SSvetCTanscalender.(585) 
TheStutgartZeimng has pointed out (12.12.81) the DVU 
aims "to ensure that Germany s bedrock of Nazi opinion 
keeps its hand in.The Third Reich is glorified,the crimes 
of the Nazi regime are made out to be hanmiess or lb® 
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claimed never to have been committed..." 

Significantly lean Marie Le Fen has given sev¬ 
eral interviews in Gerhard Freys new 5 papers.( 5 S 6 ) 

The flavour of the Republikaner discourse in¬ 
side the party can be gained from a speech bv Franz 
Clasaur, the party’s chairman in upper Bavaria, at an 
official meeting in Regensburg. He stated that when the 
parry came to power there "would be a davof reckoning 
and revenge against the Red and Green blockheads". He 

would rumtheabandoned nuclearpowerpiant in nearby 
VVaqkersdorf into "a labourcampwherethisscum would 
be locked up for at least ten years." (472) 

Glasaur was number threein the partv hierachv 
when he made that speech. (472) 

The official party newspaper,aiso called 
Republikaner,has a monthly pnnt run of 70,000 and 
reports in detail on party activities. Farticularlv reveal¬ 
ing however are the book reveiws and advertisements. 
Alongside reveiws of Schonhubers books it advertises 
the one by the son of Rudolf Hess, works by the former 
National Socialist historian and NPD ideologue Ernst 
Anrich.and the output of Grabert,an extreme right wing 
publishing house which includes both militaria and 
vindications of National Socialism in its ltsts.( 5 S 7 ) 

None of this has caused the slightest embar¬ 
rassment to Le Pen who met Schonhufaer in Bad Reichenhall 
where they issued a joint statement on the GDR. ( 473 ) 
Schonhuber himself received a rapturous wel¬ 
come at the FN congress in Nice in 1990. (474) 

More recently however Schonhuber has chosen 
to distance hirnself from Le Pen,declaring in Bonn that 
he could not sit in Strasbourg with - "neo nazis^radsts 
and extrernists,"(591) 


The Vlaams Blok 

The other component in Le Pens right wine 
alliance is the Belgian Vlaams Blok (VB). 

At present the VB has three Belgian MPs and 
one MEP, its deputy leader Karel EKlIeiu 

The leader of the VB isFilipde Winter,who was 
recently arrested for defying a legal ban on a press 
conference,a joint Belgian VB Dutch Centrum 86 event 
intended to be a fascist counterblast against an exhibi¬ 
tion of the Ann Frank Foundation.Also arrested with de 
Winter was Stewart Mordaunt,a prominent figure in the 
holocaust deraal "industry", who is on record as having 
stated - 'National Soaalism is the only way to preserve 
western Europe." He is a Iso the leader of the openly nazi 
"Youth Front Netherlands." (388) 

The VB is implacably opposed to a bilingual 
French-Flemish state and it has the long term aim of 
unifying Flanders with Holland. But its central policy is 
racism and its main slogan is "our people first." (475) 

Its June 1989 Euro election campaign was very 
strongly racist with Moroccan immigrants as the target. 
(475) ® 

It believes the Flemish people are part of a wider 
German family. 

It also makes great play over law and order, 
drugs and abortion, and calls for European unity free of 
Russian and American influence. (475) 


The VB's ongins lie in the pre war Belgian fascist 
movement which collaborated with the Nazis during 
the war. Reflecting this the VB persistently raises the 
demand for amnesty for those who assisted the German 
invaders." (475) 

It has very close links with the extremely vioiem 
Voorpost (Vanguard) organisation which often acts as 
VBs strong arm squad and some members of both groups 
were in the post war Belgian fascist organisation, the 
Vlaamse Miiitanten Orde (VMO) founded by former 
Nazi collaborators in 1949 and active until the early 

19S()swhen!t wasoutiawedforitsviolentand terroristic 
activities. (475) (476) 

Before being outlawed VMO had links with the 
Turkish Grey Wolves, the French terrorist organisation 
FANE, the Italian Ordine Nuovo, and loyalist paramili- 
tary groups in Northern Ireland, It also had connections 
with openly Nazi organisation in the USA, including the 
Ku Klux Klan.(475} (476) (477) (478) 

After VMO was banned many of its members 
joined the Vlaams Blok. (476) 

The ODAL group emerged after the VMO had 
been condemned on 25.5.83 as a private militia. VMO- 
OI^AL was "the most active and violent group in post 
war neo nazi circles" according to the Committee of 
Inquiry into the rise of Fascism and Racism in Europe 
in its report to the European Parliament in December 
1985, which stated - 

"The ODAL group is at present closely linked to 
the Vlaams Blok. They act as a "crowd control" service 
for this politicai party and provide helpers to pu t up and 
immigration piosters." 

Another organisation to which the VB is linked 
is the "Sint-Maartensfonds" whose membership is com¬ 
prised of Flemish former SS volunteers and other ex¬ 
tremists and which is included in the Belgian police 
forces list of subversive organisations. 

On 20th April (Hitlers birthday) 1990. Vlaams 
Blok provided the guards for a secret meeting of the 
Sint-Maartensfonds.(589> 

Luc Dieudonne is a leading member of the VB,a 
former member of the VMO,he is one of the parties 
authorities on "the left" and the man responsible for 
training much of its cadre on the subject,as well as one 
of the men behind KOSMOS,an intelligence gathering 
front organisation for Voorpost 

Dieudonne has a considerable record for may¬ 
hem and violence, including involvement in an esp^ 
dally vidous assault-on a bookshop in Antwero in 
1980.(590) 

Similarly, Xavier Buisseret, a former leader of 
the VMO and currently propaganda chief of the Vlaams 
Blok was arrested in Antwerp in February 1990 and 
charged with wounding three Moroccan immigrants. 
Buisseret was part of a six strong gang of thugs who 
attacked their victims with baseball bats and iron bars 
(474) 

Above we have listed some of the organisations 
with which the French Front National is allied, the 
natural partners of the FN and indeed partners who the 
FN themselves have sought out and whose friendship 
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the FN has cultivated. Neither their chequered histories 
not their extremist programmes nor the character of 
their memhers. nor their involvement in violence and 
terrorism, has detracted one iota from the Front Nation¬ 
al's determination not only to maintain links with them 
but to actually forge them into a unified bloc in the 


European Parliament, a working unity w'ith prestige 
and political clout. As such it speaks volumes about the 
FN for their role in bringing these groups together; 
surely they can be judged by the company they keep. 
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Hitler’s birthday incites 
German rightist violencV?^ 


BIELEFELD, GOTnany (AP) 
— Neo-Nazis eelebrating Adolf 
Hitler's birthday set fire to a Tur¬ 
kish apartment house and hurled a 
firebomb at a shelter crowded with 
Vietnamese refugees. No one 
inj’ured, police said yesterday. 

Police arrested 26 people in con¬ 
nection \\ith the violence \^'ednes- 
day, Hitler's birthday* 

SL\ local Youthi 14 to 16, were 
arrested shortly after the Wednes¬ 
day night blaze in the northern dty 
of Bielefeld- They are being investi* 
gated for arson and attempted mur¬ 
der, prosecutors said. 

Thirteen Thrks escaped from 
the apartment house unhamed. But 
at le^ 30 people have died in neo- 
Nazi attacks since Germany’s unifi¬ 
cation m 1990. 

Five of the six youths confessed, 
Prosecutor Christa Hundertmark 
said, adding that a search of the 
teen-agers’ homes turned up audio 
cassettes with Hitler speeches and 


neo-Nazi publications. 

The 15-year-old who threw^ the 
firebomb told the other gang 
members before the attack "You're 
going to be pioud of me. Today is 
Hitler's birthday," investigators 
said. 

The attack was similar to a 
firebombing last year in Solingen 
that killed five Turks. Four youths 
are on trial for that bombing. 

In the southeastern German 
town of Zelthain, four men threw a 
bottle with a flammahle liquid at a 
shelter crowded with about 200 a^- 
him seekei^, most of them Vietnam¬ 
ese, Residents quiddy put out the 
fire* 

Police arrested 10 rightists in 
Blitz carrying thie banned German 
imperial war flag as they m^Tched 
past a war memorial, In Branden- 
bui^, police detain^i three drunken 
youths who marched through the 
town center shouting "Sieg Heil! 
(Hail Victory)" and ^*Heil Hitler!” 


Protest on Hitler’s birthday 

‘(-2.l-1¥ 



An'mcidl^i 


A ^rmao rioi police officer leads W’ay a protester after dashes in Beriin on the 
10.'th anniversai^' of Adolf HitEer's birth. The day brought out about 2,000 leftist 
demonstrators who marched against neo-Nazis. Ten people were arrwfed after 

dashing uith police yesterday* 


■ Bonn, Germany 2 
Four charged in synagogue firebombing 

Four right-wing extremists have been 
cna-ged with firebombing a symagogue, officials 
sad yester^y. It was the first time a Jewish house 
of wmh 4 ) had been toTched since the Nazi era. 

The March 25 attack in the northern port cirv 
01 Luefaeek charred two front rooms of the syra- 
gogue, where the city's small Jewish communitv 
was planing to hold its firet Passover Seder since 
tne Holocaust 

Five sleeping tenants of apartments above the 
synagogue were roused and escaped unhurt 

The four young men are being held on suspi- 
orattmpt^d murfer, the Federal Prosecu¬ 
tor s Ofluce in Kariaruhe said 

Germany, home to about 500.000 Jews before 
the Holocaust, now has about 41,000. 


^ ■ Magdeburg, Germany^ 
Jewish communi^ criticizes ^ 
police after neo>Nari attack ^ 

The head of Germanys Jewish 
community criticized police after a 
violent rampage by ri^tists in this 
eastern dty, saying y^terday that 
they had failed to protect foreigners. 

A spokesman for Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl called Thursday’s 
bloodshed "a shame" and said the 
govemmeit would do all it could to 
prevent further violenca The 
debmg: attack, which injured six, was 
the worst, street violence in Germany 
this year. 

In Thursday's violence, about 50 
rightists chased five Afiican a^hmi- 
s^ers into a Turldsh'nm cafe, then 
started fights that lasted on and ^ 
for six hours in downtowTi Magde*' 
burg, an eastern dty of 270,000. 

Three foreJgners were injured, 
none seriously, and three ri^tists 
were hospitalised with stab wounda 

*T can^t understand how some- 
thii^ like this can happen* That the 
police can’t manage to protect people 
is a scandak” Igiiatz Bubis, leader ol 
Germany's Jewish community, told 
the Colcgne new’spaper Express. 

Bubis called for disciplinary ac* 
don against the police and said it w^ 
inconceivable thk all those arrested 
were released without charges. 

Thirty-five young locS Germans 
and 14 foreigners w'ere detained, but 
all w^ fre^ without bong chaiTged. 
Police Director Antonius Stockmann 
confinmed. 
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INTRODUCTION 


This information package was compiled by Anti-Racist Action's 
info-crew in an effort to create a forum for further debate and 
education on the issues of fighting white supremacy and the extreme 
right within the framework of class struggle against racism and 
sexism. The package contains a wide variety of texts, articles, 
essays and clippings chosen by info-crew members to be crucial in 
formulating a solid understanding on these issues and their 
interconnections. 

As a collection, these articles complement each other in such 
a way that the reader is able to draw their own links and formulate 
a broad analysis on the material. This structure is broken down 
into three main sections within the package: 

The first chapter takes a look at the relationship racism has 
with sexism, homophobia, anti-semitism, and class. This contributes 
to the necessary framework of understanding to combat racism in its 
broader manifestations as well as within the anti-racist 
organization and the individual. 

The second chapter deals specifically with the extreme right 
in all of its forms. This section is broken down regionally into 
Canada, the United States, and Europe to shed some light on the 
international connections of these fascist movements- 

The third and final chapter consists of various historic and 
present-day anti-racist experiences by which we can draw from to 
further the struggle against racism and fascism. 

One might be taken aback by the amount of material contained 
within these three sections but we found them all important to 
include. We would suggest reading one entry from each section to 
break things up to some degree. It is also important to mention 
that this collection contains by no means a fully-rounded analysis. 
Instead, it should serve as a springboard or a contribution towards 
an on-going process of internal education and outreach. This 
information can be useful to anti-racists, anti-fascist activists 
or students and should be a widely distributed to other anti-racist 
organisations and community activists. Whether you arm yourself 
with this information or use this hefty package to swat a fascist 
over the head with, we hope that it comes in handy. Happy reading! 
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THE STUDENT NONVIOLENT 
COORDINAllNG COMMITTEE 
AND THE 1960'S BLACK REVOLT. 

Hic Stutk'Dl Ctnjfitinjtlin^ CcimnitJU'c 

an example of tJic spontaneous scxrial moveineni 
preceding Lhc Toiinding ijl'a fomuiJ organi/^don, h 
me year i960, and all over the niciatly segregnted 
SoutJi, sptinlancous "sit in" dcmonsirations, wherv 
Ulacks would go lo department store iiinch counters, 
resLaufariLs, and other dI while cflicrics* and dem;md lo 
served food, were sweeping the South, fn 
Greensboro, North Carolim in February dF thai vear. 

Tour Black college snidctiUs had siartcd it all. Wiihin two 
weeks of the protests in Greensboro, over 50 odicr cities 
expeneoced sit-ins. fronj Rjchniond, Virginia to 
ChatUinooga, Tcnncs-sce: Trom Hotislon, Texas nv 
Ailania, Georgia. 

The si bins were a Form of youth pratesJt, and a 
counterpoint to lhc adult wing of the movetnent which 
had led the famous bus boycott in Monignmcry, 

Alabama in 1956, and hroughl Dr. Manin Luther King 
to naUonaE prominence. ^ 

The sajdcTJl and youth movctneni was almost the 

tactically, ^liticaJIy and ph iloek>ph leal I v 
Of K mg^s fidulblcd dvil rights movemenL It placed no ’ 
emphasis on icadp^, and pushed for local autonomous 
movements, and it was also far more militant, resulting 
tn armed sclf-dcfca^ or sireei fighting on many 
occasioQs, while King and the Black preachers in the 
Sou them Oirisun Leadership CoudciI counseled "nou- 
violcnce'' in the face of racist attack. 

SNCC (gramcMtically called "stiick") was rounded 
at a mass convcnUcpo airanged by ElJa Baker, a 
legcniUty movement activist and Dr. Martin Luther 
King's chief of Suff at Southern Christian Leadership 
Council headquarters in Adanta. She not only arranged 
for the meeting , but she also fought to assure its 
indepcftdenee from King and the old adult leadership. 

The meeting was held in the Spring of L960 in 
Raleigh, North Carol ba, and bad almost 500 persons in 
attendance ; 300 Black movement activists and 200 
white o^ivere. At ibis meeting a loose federador of 
organizing groups was agreed on. Advocating a brand of 
^rcssivc direct action protest tactics. SNCC quickly 
hecarue the mosl militani wing of the entire civil richu; 
movement, and enicred the thick of the sinigglc; they 
reorganired the Freedom Rides" in 1961 across the 
South after Mother civil rights group, the Congress of 
Racial Equality (CORE) gave up when if encountered 
bus buntings and brutal beatings by Ku Klux Klan 
hooligans, and ended up being badly beaten thcin.se lvc.s 
^jailed in V^issippt; they registered thoui-ands of 
B belts to vote m the face of raebt icrrorisTD by lhc 
mfamous Abhama and Mlssissit^i KJans; they set up 
freedoBD «bools‘ to train local oiganizcrs and to serve 
as a local base of operations. They also served a.s an 
akcrTialive to the segregated public schools for Bbek 
youtb. 

SNCC was a democratic organiration. and did not 
depend on leaders, either in its own orgaiiizatioi] or in 
the eomnmnidcs that it worked in. It was an organization 


I'l organ irvrs. not of leader:-. Throughout all of the vears 
Df-itnjEglc. SNCC held org.inirers did not hold 
ilu-ruM-lvrs out a.s 'the k'.idcni' >* iih "tiic an.swrr; ', hut 
Mlh.-r ilcfcrred to die wi.shcs of the local communitv. and 
tried 111 develop indigenous bxial leadership. This ' 
tTeaium of a group of organircrs. acting as a eataivst 
group lo erealL- ma.ss movcTn<mt.s on the local levci wa.e ,i 
new phenoTuennn. jind has not been .seen since in the 
fibek movcnjcnL Because of its loose struenae and ami- 
.iiithorilarian politics, many rererred to SNCC as an 
"imarchbr movcmctiL New Left philosopher, Paul 
GiKxtman, and auihor and ex-SNCCer, Howard Zinn 
are ju.st two impfcs-sed with the early anti-authoritarian 
Diiiurc of the group. 

Although OTgmaliy having illusions about the 
Miure of Arnen'ean capitalism and government reform-s. 
SNCC quickly began to have doubts about the 
pos.sibility and credibility of the govenunemt and the 
corporate sector, these doubts turned into complete 
dlsK-licf that this .system could provide Africans in this 
wiuntiy their full human righLs and a realization that this 

problem, not the solution, 
the SNCC then adopted an anti-capitalLst, and- 
imperialist stand, they opposed the war in Vietnam and 
sought to redenne the nanire of the Black siroggic. 

After the Southern movement had won the right to 
vote, ^e end of legal segregation, a new black 
consciousness movement arose in 1964-65. Given the 
ruime "Bbek Power", this movement took the position 
Uiat tile Bbek working class must organixe itself, and it 
rejected its earlier reliance on while activists. Allbough 
this was the majedty sendmeni, many did not want lo 
expel white activists who bad loyally fought next to 
them for many years, and the tension over the issue 
almost wrencbcad the organization apart 

critical than thb issue of expeUbg all whites. 
SNCC orgamzris were from the middle class and could 
ni>l figure out how to give expression and an wganizing 
plan for Bbek workers and the poor beyond the 
rcfomiisl civil rights stage. Because thw failed to come 
up with a revolutionary program, and the tension over 
various other ideological questions, the organizatioa 
began lo die. 

[t tried to save itself by calling for a variety of urban 

Bbek uisurTectiot» during the latter 1960'a and also 
uniting wth the West Coast Black Panther Party, which 
^d /ust been formed in Oakland, California during the 

Summer of 1966 by two yooDg nrebrauds Kucy P. 

Newton aj>d Bobby Seale. It merged its mcmbcfthip and 
cadership into the BPP, but the united fiotit was .h^- 
t^usc orsuspicion, mistrusL misundersiand, and 
Icadetship styles. The FBI aJso helped b die break-up by 
spreading rumors, sending fa be corrcf^pondcncc or 
'poison pen" Idlers, and other Uctics. 

Ultimatcfy SNCC fell into sectarianism, personal 
eoimiy, and obsdinty^ but even though k has vanbhed 
from the scene, it provides a model and an example of an 
anu-authoriianan Black tnovetnem in our struggle, 
where none has existed before or since. In lhc 1990's we 
must study SNCCs example, so that we can build a 
naltonAl federadon of Black community organizers in 
this period, which can raLse a Tcvofudonary politics of a 
new tyf^ and deal with the many urban pfoblcms 
bedeviling our people at this motnenL That is our task. 


KKK! No Ftucin USA! 



J ichiji Jtwts cf Huf>' 

f df^ih. Ukc 

F pifc:* ^ bcrc h< was ihcrt 
f ^ IS 4Pie a hhnaff 

f ia peopit kfi flcn*eri. 
f candles. jK^-raras uvl 
poasa. Tens d thOuAartds of prapk 
filed bjf hk ihcKiiands came le 

the fancruJ, man) sundirtj; fur hours 
oui>k4c ihc paci^ed chmcli le hear iJie 
sptiiicr^ i^ 2 ^Kx remember Huc> R 
Nru.iiir4ir4d BlacV RitPthcr Party. 

E^en ibc da^iy OakJand p^per. 
a hi^r had tTEiied ne^ s of Ncwuxi \ 
muroer 4LS a w tt -^ tiooiiJiAt enme siof^, 
>* ia loreed by cxic ouipouiinj of grief 
iiind a'^gcr jb crieu racist coveia^ to 
pul the funtni on ihe frtmi p^^e. 

Seiiion's laoumcfi paid tribuit in 
a person, bul abk> LD uhat he stood 
for—the BtjcL PanUser Party, ooc of 
Use nvst [mliuni Black powo' orfani- 
zaiiDfti m US 


19«6 T 1 A« or THE PtO 

HLiey Neitfioo and Bobby SeaJc 
foeroai ihe Biacfc Pajiihcf Party in 
]466 uhilc studenu ai Menii CoUc^f 
[R Oai-jand's Black icomm unity; 

U'lihin [wo ye^ifveven major Black 
tity HI she US Uad a chapter— 

Ncfc Vorii. Ctiicago, Ekirat. PbiUd«J- 
phijL Leii Angeles. Ne**rk Su Ffan- 
ci'!»oo, Oakland and others. Thaoinds 
of Black F^opke^ moidy young, jotned 
the Bfack Raiuiu? Party, And millions 
at Black pecppie land wme whiles) 

^ erc Inspired by dae BFP s stand for 
Black liberaiicm. 

The Pantbm pairoUed the po6cc, 
published a laeeiJy ne»spa|:k:r, fed 
bnukiast 10 cheusands of hurpy chiJ' 
dren, lesEcd qhr Black peopJe fca 
sickle cell than the US gov* 

emmoii, pofvtinzed ucialisr rrvolu* 
[ion and setf-^dcue and inuclKd 
Slack people'i hun|CT for dignify, 
jLisikt and seif-ilaeniurutiDiu ly 
19d£ 4he orgmiTiTiao bad 10,000 
mciDbcrs and mRllioru of supponere. 

oMwtHe porauutnr 

TIk Panthoi sundi^t for ail Black 
people in ■ aray Bui was boW^ ootin- 
geoMj and irnaipmalive. Their iocgriiy 
insptml miUkms of Black people, par^ 
ikiilariy Lher ytjMg. ID take * Mid for 
Bbci lihrrarif^ 

The enoenua popularity of ilie 
BPP refkctoi Bla^ s firiiaia- 
tioci with tradanjcwa] rxwiii lo uoal 
chaa^. Faced aitb the specter of 
thovtands of ■ifirant Blacks d^nand- 
Ifig justice fren a sytaaA that oexUdn’t 
deUver, the US fovemmerti; deoded m 
destroy the BPP, in 1969, j. gdfv 
Hoovtr, then head of the FBU said the 
BPP rcpmeiKd the ^iods] danfemu 
threal ID U5 sosiritY ia eusieDDe,~ 
Thus bc|Ba a pngnm tbu uKhidcd 
antoed asuuidk £nnK~up trials ■uiJi' 
tacy-style potice acuoot. a caitiF^ign 
v> uDdemune *lsmr support and pty- 
chotopcal and physical lerroL More 
than 30 Panther icMier^ were isav- 
dcred by police^ and Ovtf 300 juled, 

■n 1969 alone. Others sren fovoed iiuo 
exile. iindergroBd or out of periiaics, 
Soine, like Ccreomw PreU, Syobdiaii 
Acfl^i and Dbonba Mocire, ant m jail 

ID tbii day 


coutniMo 

TV term isanpuifa untewVd «o 
the BFT and nrta i Black power or- 
fanijahons wk code-oiinad COIN- 
TELPRO f-i — i-ititeJligencc pro- 
gram). TV FBJ wfi phenty knm (o 
Panther Leaden mat snwed false divi- 
siora ifi the BPP anl ml ivyi 
wDTsc. Theu kikHi implied that this 
person w as a poiicr agcni. or itiA 
person wu chaiDg qd their k^«L 
TV FBl'i polMKaU and mthiary pro¬ 
gram to cksirr?; ihe whole Black 
powa moveffl^ and the BfV » 
panioiLar, iac4 ib toU. By the i»d- 
the BPP taroLe inu^ fiiclJKKD and 
finally went om of cxisencc. 

AJ [he FuncraL ihc oupouniig of 
love Mhj respect for Huey's manDry 
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iind the BPP wajt joined wjtJi csih to 
rebuild the Black movemcm, u 
ipcaiea at'ier speaker poinied ouE how 
Ihc cofidiuotis for Hlazk people lotUy 
ire [he Same or wor^ ifmn whi[ ihc 
flPP was fighting to change twenTy 
yean a^o. 

media reaction 

TV mc^dia nc^tcuon lo ibe death of 
Huey Newion is ju!»t OTK more inJtca- 


tiem of the ircmcnidoui gulf that ejiiia 
between Black and while people in 
Ajncrica. 

^Miile Blacks were rrKwnirig the 
lOis of itn hiaiDdc figure—whom 
many pl^e in the paniheon of the 
Black Libention siFvggle alongside 
Manin Luihcr King. Jr. and Malcolm 
X—while opinion, by and liirgc. wu 
that Huey ^ew|o^ wki licilcmnne 
than ji common ciimanat who finally 


Remembering 
Huey Newton 


-fj;oA cou>;rY court Houvt 



BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
lO-POINT PROGRAM 

vrantfreedofiL. WJ- wantpouvr to determine thedettit^of 
PurBiaek and oppm^d tammunities, We want em*- 

phjpnentfor ourpeopU. ?f We want an end to the robbery 
by the capiudiit of our Blaek and oppr^ed eommunities, ?f 
We want decent houjing^ fit for the shelter ofhuman bein^^ 
We want edueation for our people^ that exposes the true 
natsmofthis decadent American society. We want edueation 
that teaehes us our true hsftory and our role in the present-day 
j«r£r^. We want tompUtefyfiee health carefir all Blaek 

and oppressedpeople, We want an immediate end to po^ 

iiee brutality andm urdet of Blaek people, other people ofeoiar^ 
all oppressedpeople intide the Uniud States. We want an 

immediate end to ad wars of aggression, i4 Wewantfieedam 
fir ad Black and poor oppressed people now held in US Fed- 
end Stattt County^ City and Militaty prisons and jails. We 
want trialt by a Jury of peers fir all persons charged with so- 
called Crimes under the laws of this country. ^ We want 
land bread housing, education, clothing, justice^ peace and 
peoples community control of modem technolesgy. 


goi his comeuppance. 

While Bliict people concencrsiEd 
on remefn Vring Newiort’s life 
w cMin—and the iLenrnJ roic of the 
Black Panther Pany in cImaUng the 
civil tighli itregnJe lO a new level of 
IniensiEy uid seir^surfiLieiKv—the 
fiocus in the ifiain&Eream rnediu wa^ on 
Huey Newton'b fall, uvtng the tragic 
circucriiiLances of hiv. Jcaih to Lrtdiet 
Ihc meaning gfhtslife. 

BEYOND CIVIL RIOHTS 

The white media was shocked to 
s« that BUick people, ct cn asivimi- 
laied. middle-class Black peuptc. 
would ndl join in me chorus dennunc- 
trig Newton poslhurnttu^ry ftir ht* uall 
lo strmt or ihc 19605. Ev cn if ilwy fell 
some quaJmi about ihe Panther's 
LUlics, must Black people, end Cipe- 
cielly the young, reioiced tn ihctr 
hum Ehai people like Huey Newion 
dared to go beyond non-violent tivij 
disobedience and cluim for Black 
people the consfituLignal right of 
■nned self-defense, 

A riKHmier tt Ncwiorv's funeral 
sjud, "'He wxs the first pervofi who 
told me to be proud of being Black. 
Who canes whether or noi he wjii a 
gofxj maQ in icnitai of hgw he died'^ 

Hii death just showed the eiicni of 
howdefuied he wu& m his siruggle-~ 

One day after Huey Ncwioa was 
gunned down on the suceta of Wtsi 
Qaldajui, three Black tticruigerv in 
New YoHl Ciiy went lo ihe Ben 
sonhurei seciioh of firuoLlyn (o look 
u a used car for sak, TVy were bni- 
lally iiucked by a gani, of tnorc ihan 
a doEen young whites aimed with 
basebah bmxs and guns. Two of the 
Bluck kidi evicuped wnh their lives, 
but lb-year-old Yusef Hawkins was 
shot in the chest and kitied. 

Hu crime? The white kids ihoughi 
thM a neifhborttood girl was duitng 
Blucks Bn^ Pueno Ricjns. .'ijuj iN-jf 
" these nxiiM be pf them. So they 
went on a rantpa^ and Litfcd ■ nsan. 

And what is the poadomiiwti reac¬ 
tion m BensOfiiuirst? is li vhamc? Is ii 
Dutrege at iheir chiidren? Noi at all. 
TV most common reponsc was. 
“Whu were they dairtg here in ihe 
rim placet They know tVy don't 
belong here," - 

Back in Oakland, Huey Newton's 
funenl nufch earned two coffins. 

One for Huey a;nd one for Yusef 
Hawkiu^ - ;; 

ME56AGEFROM 
GERDNmOjl JAGA PRATT 
TO BUEV’S FUNERAL 

I'd like ID say chat Huey P. Newton 
was 1 great leader for Black pnrpk, 
for PUT Suugglc of independence and 
seir-detenniimioti. And ii's a pity dial 
he died as he did, although his mem¬ 
ory will live on amorig people who 
tiill Bniggle fof self-dclcmunauan in 
that ufne vein. 

AlHk I think people should leiire 
leiaom frui'ij the kjiK) of war which is 
being waged upon our hbereiion cf- 
foris—our efforts to be fne-^when 
our leadert are victimized and become 
laigeia of ptycbDlogiirel warfare. 
Where rumor and fossip, tlander. 
deception and all kinds of vllifioatiCM 
reduce them to ■ corpse on the streoL 

We should never let chai happen 
again. Wit thouM lake Huey's ex¬ 
ample to further protca our future 
leaders, and all qur people in the 
Community from becoming vtcEiih- 
ized by iV efiemy f war plan to deci- 
miic Cput ranks and |a retard our 
SmiggiC- We should take hii spuic and 
use it lo erihanct our Struggle imd go 
forever onward. In that way We will 
be giving honor 10 Hucy and everyone 
of hit pan. from El Hajj Malik B1 
Shabazz^-MaJcolrti X id Marcus 
Garvey and all the way b^L tikrough 
our hislory. 

Wc should cqotixiuc ihc Struggle in 
hit image, q 





















History: A VVeappii of LibK^rotion 


''N», I'm not an American. 
I'm one cf the 22 millieo 
block peo|»le who ate the 
victims of Amerioanism. One 
of the 22 million Uack 
pe^e who ora rim vicHnw 
of riemoaocy, nothing but 
riisgutsed hypoorisy. So, I'm 
net standing here .speaking 
to you os an Americon, or o 
pahiot, or a flag-soluter, or 
a flag-wover—^no, not I. 
I'm speaking as a victim of. 

this American system. 
And I see America through 
the eyes of the victim. I 
don't see any American 
dream; I see an 
American nightmare." 


Malcolm X 
The Ballot or the Bullet 
April 3. 1964 


^ eB M iTiii fce, hiMctej it beei i^Mfi i f 

14 rmri cmr nnrA. And vim ^ Mt 

M ynaVe ^ booled 

«artd bj oihia mbo have 

l« j ovn. jtm Kt how ttey to* 

chon ihH ^ kaoiir ttow jvH ca« 

^ jMi MiiJt hi,* 

KUkahnX 

Mmupr to iht GrmwvtMi 


Ftbrxiuy, ihe yeuh thonoi Booili, m 
BbdL Kiaafy It woi coated bemae 

teeb pupk TTiK bU itvct Lha czwniiy 
durinf the mnd iPQt, BnsfUltriC iQ 

Utnr tiue hicofV ud pia 
InTtiriirmr ihi r—iiimiiin l ervi Mbcio H, 
t«vohiwuiy anmk happaiqi u 
BU£h Neikw ■ovod for ha tsbemtoo. 

Ffbnujy B iliOB tiDK iQ honor itacfTCU 
rmiliitkHury i MMehi l iB MalMn X. Q 
HAjj Mtlik 0 Slrntfaui, irtu was as«ssus<- 

«t«l ID Ha/kra. Ktw York f»i Fcbniary ZL 

t9fa5. Each yesrtte John Brown AMt-KUa 
Cfunmriii^ tpoiMi actrvitia •rawd Ihs 
»». bmm e Urve thei while poofric 
abo oum rrmhB HbIcoUd ma4 liTiriB 
the pfijuplc3 Gf Pnoanoe he Fnighi for. 

Buie io ibm m the need to 
a^ind ibe white wfttemacy of birh the 
fMWfUtaEiu and ihr E.AK; aid V buiki 
support for the Kn Afrtkaii I wh j i ii rl cncE 
Movanou whid h flfAuni, to [rac ihe 
Blaci Nation » te«j enslaved bwak the 
US. Jl wai Malddiu vha^ io uidercuAdiAl 
itv hBrory ofhBpenpkY JSOycar d/vggie 
few bunan tiftei, made: the inich a powvr- 
fixF wcafKia of l i hiTe i io n frofo Uk mnrirm 
day flawy of inpmaliun. He EfBi|m^ the 
Nnr AfniJD itn«^ to leam from itvoIuk 
(MM s ijound the mortd by irarh^ that. 


ku rtice, aad o^awity. This k the cmlj 


padmri nadofL W« JUw .^mhef 31 

a m ^ 

white gatM, g yk^ io he hern, gy- 
kig to he HI free.* 

- lb aiutTipi u Kop the dnehip«3cA of 
kadenhip arid orgadimjaei secmaiy Jbr 
the Na Afrikaa Natiw to wifi is frcDdocn, 
impcnlaa tiUed hlaloolm X Bui dd 
empin was unable lo Ufi lik spenc and lik 
esampik, as il has bees tmabde; lo kill the 
nuAaace of Black pcof^ braugia bore as 
stoves at the binh itf ihs coveuy. 

Today in |9W, mast people, and espo- 
OBlly the yoim|. ace led a fteady dki of 
hair-lnfilB and lis whidi a alkd offidaJ 

higjOry meacunyrhat k ■eperwvni.rhi-^irwy 
[hai ihe ruJen oT thsf coufuiy wani is to 
bdkve a trvt For Ibe govtftidxnt and as 
cduariwiiJ esteblishiuL Bkci. Hotory 
■ hIcHAh h« been uanslbnined iso an c^lbrf 
to ftD the sniiids of nudsois wAb the hehef 
ttiai this coumiy bua realiCOcHiiinmeni toi 
ovnomunf ndsm and iei|UhJa- The fowl 
of lime nfficia) histo«> kteont il» ipmd 
LhemyEh that Lipadnfreed iiieihvah,and 
sincrihai: lime profit has bm liow, btn 

The ynunf are toid ibai BKirE wdl be 
adkmwd on^ ^ worldii^ toucher as Airw- 
kaaa, pcacefidiy, hand in fund with the 
xyocm. Even wkb the cimat enthusiasn 
generved by the Jesse Jaekuc ocnpaipi, 
it il fcard to bcilievt that the ywuih o( the 
biaciL ^iaLbn wdl be easDy coervinoed tint 
power an be found m. the balct bax. 

ftbfh youth by the bujudirds of thou¬ 
sands an appmachinf adutehood in nctet 
fchootf ihai have become joorr like detoa- 
tioD eouen thu pl&s oT kwrBafif. There 
they bee *riimhkir»rkw vbo oAq looh 

OR i 1 jw=wi mi a poptdukm lo CDierdl 

and indoctrinate. Beyood the Khool fates 
nanlba fulurc where half of sA Black lom- 
■gen loday wiU never find a job. and 25% 


wil fo to priun; wfacr« Bkdt faqulks 
nuke of wtud while rami^ ^ 

whsE every uciai advance won by Black t 
people duiing the 6Qt has been w^wd ovL ~ 

Now that the Ajoerkan dream h Img snd' 
lea able to hide (he realiiy ihai thinp are 
pDBf from had io wor»v a cu^ cfTort n . 
bcBf made Id paolV the cofooksS Black 
SauDO. 

ThcytxtnfarepaAieulariaj^narorideo- 
tegnaJ p ss auJt , b e aii iM not only rviU rVy bo 
the aduhsof uiifeCMTinv, ibcyam a dyiwnic, 
pmsiiialiy ncheUioin lorce indsy. To rob 
tha fenemjnn of the undersuuuitii^ they 
nHd to have in onder u (irugfle. imporial^ 
km hai rtwrinm the aaual hiaory of the > 
Bkck Naiioii tiwide the US. 

Gone from TQDCt dasuwoms arc the overt 
gforifioaikw of the plantaikMa and iVav> 
oy, ofVEregaikMi aiaj Jim Cnrw. But in 
ibcir place baa come the Liberal illusimithai 
the US reaJky hu diangcd. ihai Black pco> 
pk udlievod equality with the Civil RighU 
Movemcm, Dr. ILin|^ and ison-violenoe;. 

SIT told that the |aais of the Black 
Uhernkw orugglc wen Khkved in the- 
IWCk. and the nurderotu ***JLiht the 
FVJ on the Bkdi movement arreompkte^ 
cnered up. AH of this it ptesenled to a 
wfaok jor^ominn who have M »aJ OMB pry 
of what ihc Cmi Rights Slack Power 
DKHcmenu aOLtally repmffurd lo Black 
people. 

For Makolin X hiitory wv a weapon of 
bbrninn. For tmperialkm, it is prapa* 
ganda dciignad (o keep ookmiud peopk 
under ncurok and white ijed ic the 

pamoiic red, white onl blcA. 

History ii t put icachB-. Bui only if we^ 
uj^gsiar^iJui il viKAjud a csUectionof 
Atttm pis£^ or fuDOUi people h in made 
by naikiF^ ckuo. and pvnf^ in struijtic. 
Ai ibe core of US hittofy is ihr corflia 
bawtew imperialism on ibt one hartd and 
tlK naiitua of New Afriks,, Pucfio Ricn. 


Mevco, ind Naiive American^ cplonaed 
mumiJIy on the other. 

'VUknad lo struggle for j revolutionary 
undmianding of hisiory. 1i a fieri at a 
■tandfijU;, it is aiwayi in motiotu There will 
be rcyohitkHiary struggle as long as there b 
oppreaMiL Whefi wc look be it ihis way 
and dwde In do snrn«thtng to end oppres- 
uon. we pass fmoi the ofTiaal vervoris of 
Amflikkka ipreid by those in power, lo the 
lide of the rcstsianoc. 

CXnixig through the ItA, we begin ip db- 
ODW fhai ibcre was never peaoe btfwecn 
unperulUm and the Black Nation, of arvy 
0(1^ pcopk il enslaved and colonizied. 
And p* ihai the powerful tfadiiion of 
revdutioQ tgainf! slavery diidn\ end with 
fmdoiD Gghm tike Denmark Vosey and 
Hafrid Tubman, but ooniinuca ihrough 
every decade el the l^ihandZOthcenturis. 
and coniimiH today with freHlom fighters 
like Sekou Odingi and Kuwasi BaWgoon; 
sometima underground carrying isLvb 
Nath, and somciintes in the tbreeu of 
Newark, Doroii and Miami 
' &~too, wc crtK over frqrri the imm uJ 
textbooks aozpiDd by the majority of 
wMt s people 10 understanding that the 
EUajgk of the New Afrikan Nation for 
independence and Klf^determiiuiion hu 
alwiyi b«tn ai the f^refroni of all progr^ 
five and revolutiorujy movcnieni among 
withe people. This was true for John Broun 
and thousands of 0 (hen who fought sbavery 
10^ yean ago; lod st wu true in the l%fh 
ajid TOt, when significant numben nf while 
peofrie gave suppofi (o the Black Libern- 
tioD ilruggk fw a brief tinve. Today, we 
l a i id to study tka hisipry. ua kam us ks" 
Km and lO arry on the traduiroru Of 
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oi MaiceJm X: Maicof^ X ^ptfikj; 
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BLACK WORKER/WHITE WORKER (1972) 

by Noel Ignatin 


In one department of a giant steel mill in nortli- 
west Indiana a foreman assigned a white worker to 
the job of operating a crane. The Black workers in 
the department felt that on the basis of seniority and 
job experience, one of them should have been given 
the job, which represented a promotion from the 
labor gang. They spent a few hours in the morning 
talking among themselves and agreed that they had a 
legitimate beef. Then they went and talked to the 
white workers in the department and got their sup¬ 
port. After lunch the other crane operators mounted 
their cranes and proceeded to block in the crane of 
the newly promoted worker — one crane on each 
side of his — and run at the slowest possible speed, 
thus stopping work in the department. By the end of 
the day the foreman had gotten the message. He took 
the white worker off the crane and replaced him with 
a Black worker, and the cranes began to move again. 

A few weeks after the above incident, several of 
the white workers who had joined the Black opera¬ 
tors in the slowdown took part in meetings in Glen 
Park, a virtually all-white section of Gary, with the 
aim of seceding from the city in order to escape from 
the administration of the Black mayor, Richard 
Hatcher. While the secessionists demanded, in their 
words, “the power to make the decisions which af¬ 
fect their lives," it was clear that the effort was 
racially inspired. 

At a large farm equipment manufacturing plant 
in Chicago, a Black worker was being tried out for 
a repair job on an assembly line. The foreman had 
been harassing the man, trying to disqualify him dur¬ 
ing his three-day trial period. After two days of this, 
the majority of the workers on the line. Black and 
white, walked off their jobs demanding that the man 
be accepted for the job. The company backed down 
and work resumed. 

Later on, some of the same white workers took 
part in racist demonstrations at a Chicago high 
schooL The demonstrations were called against “over¬ 
crowding" in an attempt to keep out several hundred 
Black students who had been transferred to the 
school as a result of redistricting. 

Civil War 

The foregoing anecdotes indicate some of the 
complexities and contradictions operating within the 
lives and within the minds of the white workers in 


this country, on the one hand, displays of democratic 
co-operation and fraternal relations with Black work¬ 
ers, and, on the other hand, examples of backward¬ 
ness and selfishness which are unbecoming to mem¬ 
bers of a social class which hopes to reconstruct 
society in its image. What is taking place is a “civil 
war” in the mind of the white worker. In the com¬ 
munity, on the job, in every sphere of life, he is being 
faced with a choice between two ways of looking at 
the world, two ways of leading his life. One way rep¬ 
resents solidarity with the Black worker and the 
progressive forces of society. The other way repre¬ 
sents alliance with the forces of exploiUtion and 
repression. 

I’d like to speak a bit about this “civil war" and 
examine some of what it means for the development 
of revolutionary strategy. 

In order to understand the contradictory, often 
bewildering behavior of people, especially white 
people, in this country, we must take up two ques¬ 
tions, The first question is — on what does capitalist 
rule depend? 

There ate groups, radical groups, which seem to 
operate on the premise that capitalist rule depends on 
the monopoly of guns and tanks held by the employ¬ 
ing class and its ability to use them whenever it 
pleases against the exploited majority. This view ex¬ 
plains why some groups put such great efforts into 
building alliances with all sorts of liberals to preserve 
constitutional forms of government. They hope, 
through these alliances, to limit the ability of the 
ruling class to use force against the people. 

I do not share this view of the secret of capitalist 
rule. I do not agree that capitalist power rests, at 
nresent. Drimarily on guns and tanks. It rests on the 
support of the majority of people. This support is 
usually passive, sometimes active, but nevertheless 
effective. 

Competition Among the Wage Earners 

I contend that the key element in the popular 
acceptance of capitalist rule is the ideology and in¬ 
stitution of white supremacy, which provides the 
Ulusion of common interests between the exploited 
white masses and the white ruling class. 

Karl Marx wrote that wage slavery rests exclu¬ 
sively on competition among the wage earners. He 
meant that the existence of competition among the 


working class is responsible for the continued rule of 
the employing class and the inability of the working 
people to overthrow it and establish their rule. 

Why do people compete? They compete in order 
to get ahead. The fact must be admitted that, from 
a certain point of view, it is possible to “get ahead" 
in this society. Years and years of unquestioning loy¬ 
alty and devotion to the company will, in a certain 
percentage of cases, result in advancement for the 
employee ^ advancement to a position of lead man, 
foreman, soft job, high bonus job, etc. Working peo¬ 
ple have various uncomplimentaiy terms to describe 
*is sort of behavior. Yet large numbers of them live 
Iheir lives in this way, and for a certain portion of 
these, it “pays off.” 

Because of the peculiar development of America 
and the nature of capitalist policy in this country, 
there is a special element added to the general compe¬ 
tition which exists among all workers. That special 
element is color, which throws the competition on a 
special basis, that raises color to a special place in the 
competition among workers. 

All workers compete; that is a law of capitalism. 
But Black and white workers compete with a special 
advantage on the side of the white. That is a result of 
the peculiar development of America, and is not in¬ 
herent in the objective social laws of the capitalist 
system* 

In the same way that some individual workers 
fain advancement on the job. by currying favor with 
the employer, white workers as a group have won a 
favored position for themselves by siding with the 
employing class against the non-white people. This 
favored status takes various forms, including the 
monopoly of skilled jobs and higher education, better 
housing at lower cost than that avaUable to non- 
whites, less police harassment, a cushion against the 
most severe effects of unemployment, better health 
conditions, as well as certain social advantages. 

We’re trying to explain why people act as they 
do, and particularly why white workers act as they 
do. White working people aren’t stupid. They don’t 
act in a racist fashion simply out of blind prejudice. 
There are much more substantial causes — the system 
of white-skin privileges — which lead them to behave 
in a selfish, exclusionary manner. 

A Black steel worker told me that once, when he 
was working as a helper on the unloading docks, he 
decided to bid on an operator’s job that was open. 
All the operators were white. He had worked wdth 
them before in his capacity as helper. They had been 
friends, had eaten together and chatted about all the 
things that workers talk about. When he bid on the 
Qperator's job, it became the task of the other opera¬ 
tors to break him in* He was assigned to the job, and 
sent to work with them on the equipment, and given 


thirty days to learn the job. It quickly became clear 
to him that the other workers had no intention of 
permitting him to get that job. They operated the 
equipment in such a way as to prevent him from 
learning how. Workers are very skilled at that sort of 
thing. 

After two weeks, one of the white workers came 
to him and said, “Listen, I know what’s going on 
here. You work with me on Monday and Til break 
you in.” The person w^ho told me this story agreed — 
at least there was one decent white worker in the 
bunch. Friday afternoon came around, and the white 
worker approached him. With some embarrassment, 
he admitted that he had to back down from his 
offer. “It’s bad enough when all the guys call me a 

n-lover, but when my own wife quits talking to 

me, well I just can’t go through with it.” 

The man who told me that story never succeeded 
in getting that job. 

What made those white workers act in the w^ay 
they did? They were willing to be “friends” at the 
workplace, but only on the condition that the Black 
worker stay in “his place,” They didn’t want him to 
“presume” to a position of social equality if and 
when they met on “the outside.” And they didn’t 
want him to presume to share in the better jobs at 
the workplace. Those white workers understood that 
keeping themselves in “their place” in the company 
scheme of things depended upon helping to keep the 
Black worker in “his place.” 

They had observ^ that whenever the Black peo¬ 
ple force the ruling class, in whole or in part, to make 
concessions to racial equality, the ruling class strikes 
back to make it an equality on a worse level of con¬ 
ditions than those enjoyed by the whites before the 
concessions. The white workers are thus conditioned 
to believe that every step toward racial equality nec¬ 
essarily means a worsening of their own conditions. 

^ Their bonus is cut. Production rates go up. Their in¬ 
surance is harder to get and more expensive. Their 
garbage is collected less often. Their children’s 
schools deteriorate* 

This is how the white-skin privilege system works. 
If a small number of w^hite workers do manage to see 
through the smoke screen and join in the fight to¬ 
gether with the Black workers, the ruling class re¬ 
sponds with bribes, cajoleiy, threats, violence and 
pressure multiplied a thousand fold to drive the 
thinking whites hack into the **ciub” of white su¬ 
premacists. And the purpose of all this is to prevent 
the white workers from learning the Black example, 
to prevent them from learning that if Blacks can 
force concessions from the boss through struggle, 
how much more could be accomplished if the white 
workers w^ould get into the straggle against the boss 
instead of against the Black workers. 


A common approach to the problem posed above 
is that of the white radical who goes into a shop 
which has a typical pattern of discriminaiion against 
Black workers. Instead of directly taking up that issue 
and attempting to build a struggle for equality, he 
looks for some issue, like speedup, which affects all 
workers to one degree or another. He aims to develop 
a struggle around this issue, to involve all the w^orkers 
in the struggle. He hopes that in the course of the 
struggle the white workers, through contact with 
Blacks, will lose their attitudes of racial superiority* 
This is the approach to the problem of unifying the 
w^orking class which prevails within the radical move¬ 
ment today. 

I don't think it works. History shows it doesn't 
work. The result of this sort of false unity always 
leaves the Black worker still on the bottom* It always 
seems to be the demand for racial equality, the last 
one on the list, that is sacrificed in order to reach a 
settlement and celebrate the “great victory” of the 
struggle. 

Present-day unions are, to a considerable extent, 
the end product of this sort of approach. It is Black 
and white together on the picket line, and after the 
strike is over the white workers return to the skilled 
trades, the machining departments and the cleaner 
assembly areas, and the Black workers return to the 
labor gang and the open hearth. Every ‘Victory” of 
this kind feeds the poison of racism and pushes 
further off the real unity of the working class which 
must be established if significant progress is to be 
made* 

There is no way to overcome the national and 
racial divisions within the working class except by 
directly confronting them. The problem of white 
supremacy must be fought out openly within the 
working class. 

Hug the Chains of an Actual Wretchedness 

Over eighty years ago, Tom Watson, the Georgia 
agrarian protest leader, wrote the following words, 
full of profound meaning: 

You might beseech a Southern white ten¬ 
ant to listen to you upon questions of 
finance, taxation and transportation; you 
might demonstrate with mathematical pre- 
cisioji that herein lay his way out of pov¬ 
erty into comfort; you might have him 
“almost persuaded” to the truth, but if the 
merchant who furnished his farm supplies 
{at tremendous uaury) or the town politi¬ 
cian (who never spoke to him except at 
election times) came along and cried 
“Negro rule/’ the entire fabric of reason 


and common sense which you had patient¬ 
ly constructed would fail, and the poor 
tenant would joyously hug the chains of 
an actual wretchedness rather than do any 
experimenting on a question of mere senti¬ 
ment . . . the argument against the inde¬ 
pendent movement in the South may be 
boiled down into one word — nigger. 

These words are as true today as when they were 
first written. They apply with equal force to workers 
as well as to farmers, and the truth of them is not 
limited to the South. Ted Aden has put it that white 
supremacy is the keystone of ruling class power, and 
the white-skin privilege is the mortar that holds it in 
place* 

There are two points in what 1 have been saying 
so far that are distinctive and that I wish to empha¬ 
size. : 

The first point is that, for revolutionary strata- ^ 
gists, the key problem is not the racism of the em¬ 
ploying class, but the racism of the white worker, j 
(After all, the boss’s racism is natural to him because i 



workers for the employers’ racial policies which rep¬ 
resents the chief obstacle to all social progress in this I 
country, including revolution* [ 

The second point is that this support has its [ 
basis in real conditions of life* It is not simply a mat- ^ 
ter of ignorance and prejudice, to be overcome by 
exhortation and appeals to reason. 

The second question 1 wish to take up is: where 
does socialism come from? ^ 

To Impose Order on Chaos 

In their daily activities, working people express 
the drive to ieorgani£;e society so that they become ^ 
the masters of production instead of the servants of 
production — the essential meaning of Socialism. I 
would like to cite a few examples of this striving of 
workers. 

One of the characteristics of steel production is 
that it must be continuous; to stop the furnaces is a 
costly and ^time-consuming operation* (I heard a 
story that once in Colorado around 1912 the IWW 
pulled a strike at a steel mill and, instead of banking 
the furnaces, simply walked off the job. According ! 
to the story, that furnace stands today, over sixty ! 
years later, with a solid block of iron inside of it, i 
unusable.) | 

Steel is a continuous operation and has to be I 
maintained that way* What the steel companies do 
is operate a system of three shifts, and a system of 
relief on the job: a worker can't leave the job untU i 
his relief shows up* The workers take advantage of i 




this in various ways. There is one mili I know of in 
which the workers have organized a rotation system 
among themselves, in which they take turns calling 
off, allowing the person they are scheduled to relieve 
eight hours overtime in their place. There are a couple 
of dozen people involved in this, they have it orga¬ 
nized in turns and it would probably take a profes¬ 
sional mathematician several weeks of studying at¬ 
tendance records to figure out their system. It allows 
each worker to get an extra day off every few \veeks, 
and then receive, in his turn, an enlarged paycheck — 
without working a single hour more than normal. 
You see, the company posts its schedule of work, 
and then the workers proceed to violate it and impose 
their own. 

Of course they don’t have everything their own 
way. When the absenteeism gets too severe the com¬ 
pany cracks down and threatens reprisals, and the 
workers are forced to slack off for a while. Then, 
when the heat is off, they go back to their own 
schedule. 

Another example. One of the characteristics of 
the capitalist scheme of production is the division 
between maintenance and production workers. This 
is universal under capitalism. There is one category of 
workers who perform the same operation minute 
after minute for their entire lives, and another cate¬ 
gory of workers who go around fixing machines when 
they break down. In the United States this division 
has been adapted to serve the system of white-skin 
pnvileges. White workers are generally given prefer- 
ence for the jobs in maintenance, which are usually 
easier, cleaner, more interesting and higher paying 
than production jobs. 

The workers respond to this division in ways that 
at first sight seem bewildering. When they get angry 
at the company, production workers will not perform 
the simplest and most routine maintenance task. 
They will stop an entire operation waiting for a 
maintenance worker to change a fuse. 

A Black worker in maintenance, one of the few, 
told this story. He was called to repair a piece of 
equipment that had failed. Unable to locate the 
trouble, he called his foreman to help. The foreman 
was also unable to find the trouble, and so he called 
a higher-up. They stood around for a while scratching 
their heads and then decided to go back to the office 
and study the schematic drawings of the equipment 
to see if they would reveal the trouble. After the 
foremen had left, the Black maintenance worker 
asked the production worker, who was also Black, 
what was wrong with the machine. He replied that hj 
had thrown the wrong switch by mistake and blown 
some obscure control device. He pointed it out, after 
swearing the maintenance worker to secrecy, and it 
was fixed in three minutes. His attitude was - no one 


had asked him what was wrong, and if they treated 
him like a dope he would act like a dope. 

This is one side of the workers’ response to the 
arbitrary maintenance-production split. On the other 
hand, they make efforts to overcome the barriers in 
their way, to master the entire process of production 
in order to express their full human capacities. Pro¬ 
duction workers do everything they can to learn 
about their equipment. On some occasions they go to 
great lengths to make repairs themselves without 
calling the maintenance department. 

Maintenance workers also show this striving to 
break down artificial barriers. Many times they volun- 
tarily grab a shovel or perform other tasks which are 
outside of their job requirements. But if the foreman 
orders them to do it, they will curse him and refuse. 

These efforts by both production and mainte¬ 
nance workers to break down the barriers erected be¬ 
tween them represent the striving of working people 
to master the equipment which makes the things they 
need, to gain control over the work process so that 
labor itself becomes a source of satisfaction to them. 

There are many other examples that indicate the 
efforts of workers to impose their order on the chaos 
of capitalist production. If we want to know what 
socialism in the United States will look like, we 
should carefully study the activities of the working 
people today, because the ingredients of the socialist 
society appear right now in embryonic, subordinated 
ways. 

The Ultimate Exploited 

Now I must tie together the two lines of argu¬ 
ment I have been pursuing so far, and pose the ques¬ 
tion - where does the Black struggle fit into all this? 
Please note; by Black struggle I mean the autono¬ 
mous Black movement. I do not mean any particular 
organization, although a number of organizations are 
part of it. I am referring to the tendency on the part 
of large numbers of Black people, especially workers, 
to find ways of acting together independent of white 
control and white approval, and to decide their 
course of action based simply on what they feel is 
good for Black people, not what serves some so-called 
larger movement. 

The elements of such an autonomous Black move¬ 
ment exist. They are repressed and subordinated, just 
as the autonomous efforts of workers generally are 
repressed. The conscious and determined efforts of 
the white ruling class to flood the Black community 
with drugs are one indication of the serious threat 
the Black movement poses to official society. 

In spite of all the efforts of the ruling class to 
suppress it, the Black movement exists. How does it 
fit into the general movement of all the oppressed 


to revolutionize society? I wish to make three points. 

First of all, the Black workers are the uitimate 
exploited in this country. They have no possibility 
of as a group to oppress anyone else. In spite of 

what many whites think about such subjects as wel¬ 
fare, Black people receive no favors as a group from 
the capitalist class. 

In the second place, the daily activities of the 
Black people, especially the Black workers, are the 
best existing model for the aspirations of the workers 
generally as a distinct class of people. Other groups in 
society, when they act collectively on their own, 
usually represent partial and occasionally even reac¬ 
tionary interests. The activities of the Black workers 
are the most advanced outpost of the new society we 
seek to establish. 

The Challenge to White Workers 

In the third place, the autonomous movement of 
Black people poses a constant challenge to w^hite 
workers to, in the words of C. L. R. James, '^take the 
steps which will enable the working people to fulfill 
their historic destiny of building a society free of the 
domination of one class or one race over another,” 

The Black movement poses a challenge, not mere¬ 
ly to white workers in general, but to those white 
intellectuals, workers or not, who regard thenwlves 
as in some sense radical or revolutionary. Tliis is a 
challenge which, in the past, they have generally not 
lived up to. This challenge is not something limited to 
history either; it continually comes up, in new ways 
as well as old ones. Let me offer a few examples* 

The system of seniority was originally fought for 
by the unions as a defense against individual favori¬ 
tism and arbitrary discipline by the boss. Through a 
fairly involved process, seniority has been adapted to 
serve the needs of white supremacy. The boss decided 
whom to hire Erst, and the seniority system placed 
the union label on the practice of relegating Blacks 
to the status of “last hired, first fired/* As Black 
workers press forward with their demands for full 
equality in all spheres of life, they increasingly come 
into conflict with the seniority system and other 
devices which uphold white supremacy, such as cer¬ 
tain tyf>€s of tests, and so forth. The white workers 
often react defensively. In many cases they insist that 
their resistance is not due to any prejudice against 
Black people, but is merely an objection to bypassing 
what has become the regular procedure for advance¬ 
ment, On more than one occasion. Black workers 
have forced the employer to open a new job area to 
them, only to run up against the rigid opposition of 
white workers. 

White revolutionaries must understand, and help 
the masses of white workers to understand, that the 


interests of the entire working class can only be 
served by standing firmly with the Black workers in 
such cases. 

Or consider the dispute over jobs in the construc¬ 
tion trades, which reached a peak several years ago 
in a number of cities, and is still going on in some 
places. In Chicago it took the form of, on one side, a 
community coalition led by Rev. C. T. Vivian, a num¬ 
ber of elements around SCLC and Operation PUSH, 
and various diverse forces from among the Black 
community and youth, along with, apparently, some 
financial backing from the Ford Foundation and the 
Chicago Northwestern Railway. The aim of the strug¬ 
gle was to gain en^xance for Blacks into the construc¬ 
tion trades. The means used was to surround various 
on-going construcEon sites with mass picketing in 
order to stop work on them until Black workers were 
admitted in proportion to their numbers in the city. 
On the other side was a united front of the construc¬ 
tion unions and contractors. Of course their defense 
was that they do not practice racial discrimiiialion; 
that Black workers simply had not applied for or 
passed the tests for admittance. 

What is the position of radicals to be in a case like 
this? There have been arguments that the Ford Foun¬ 
dation and other such forces are using the Black 
movement to weaken the construction unions and 
drive down the cost of labor. That argument is not 
without validity; it is difficult to believe that the 
Ford Foundation and the Chicago Northwestern Rail- 
w^ay are unselfishly interested in the cause of Black 
workers. 

Some radical groups, from a lofty position of 
supposed objectivity, took it upon themselves to ad¬ 
vise the Black coalition that instead of directing their 
struggle against the admittedly unfair assignment of 
jobs, they should recognize the fact that ttere wa.s a 
shortage of Jobs in construction and should join with 
the unions to expand the number of jobs, which 
would benefit Black as welt as white and avoid the 
danger of “dividing the working class*’ as the present 
struggle was allegedly doing. This, of course, was 
merely a radical-sounding version of the argument 
given by the construction unions and contractors 
themselves, who would welcome any support from 
any quarter which offered to expand the industry. 

The response of the Black masses to this argu¬ 
ment was to piers forward the struggle to open those 
jobs up or shut them down. Their actions showed 
their confidence that it was they who were using the 
Ford Foundation and not the other way around, and 
that as for the problems of the construction industry , 
these could not be of concern to them until they be¬ 
came part of it. 

Some listeners may sense the jusEce in what 1 
have been arguing, and at the same Lime question its 
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The .same thing is true also for the insurgent 
movement within the military, where the Gl reS 
-ce. led by Black GIs, reached such proportions that' 






it forced major changes in official government policy. 

This is true also for the insurgent movement with¬ 
in the prisons, where the resistance and courage of 
Black prisoners has pulled whites into the struggle for 
decent conditions and human dignity. 

For decades, politics, to white workers, has been 
a dirty word. It has meant nothing more than the 
right to choose every four years which gang of thieves 
is going to loot the public treasury for the next four. 
Beginning in 1955 with the Montgomery bus boycott, 
when an entire city organized its own system of 
transportation as well as of public discussion and 
decision-making through the direct participation of 
thousands of people, the Black movement has created 
a new concept of citizenship and community. Con- 
tinuing through the sit-ins, freedom rides, mass 
marches and urban rebellions, the Black movement 
has given new meaning to politics, and helped the 
American people in general to rediscover their tradi¬ 
tion of self-organization and revolt. 

Many examples of this phenomenon could be 
cited from the only community in this country whose 
members greet each other as brother and sister. But 
the point is made: in spite of all the obstacles placed 
in its way, the Black movement, expressed in the pat¬ 
terns of life arising from struggle, represents a power* 
ful magnetic pole to vast numbers of workers looking 
for a way out of the mess which is modem life. 

Recall, if you will, the anecdote with which I 
opened this talk: the case of the white workers acting 
in solidarity with the Black crane operators. Consider 
the position of the white workers in that case. They 
are under conflicting pressures. On the one hand, 
they see a group of workers preparing to strike a blow 
at the company and, like all workers everywhere, 
they want to deal themselves in, to hit back at the 
enemy which is oppressing them. On the other hand, 
to join with the Black workers in such a situation 
means turning against habit, against tradition, against 
their own status as racially privileged workers. 

They are faced with a choice, between their iden¬ 
tity and interests as whites and their identity and 
interests as workers. What was it that made that par¬ 
ticular group of workers in that situation decide, in 
the words of one activist, to be ^more worker than 
white'7 

Their actions can only be explained by the fact 
that, whether or not they express it in words, the 
Black movement represented for them an alternative 
way of Ufe, a way that was better and more attractive 
than the usual passive, subordinated life they were 
accustomed to* Anyone who has ever taken part in 
collective struggle knows that, regardless of how they 
may have acted afterwards, the experience left a 
lasting impression on them. 

What about the tasks of revolutionaries, and in 


particular white revolutionaries, in regard to this 
vital task of unifying the w^orking class around its 
class interests? 

Things have changed in the last twenty years. It 
is no longer possible for any group which claims to be 
revolutionary to openly oppose the Black movement. 
Not if it hopes to have any following. There are one 
or two groups in the country that do, but nobody 
pays any attention to them. The p>oint today is to 
define the relation between the Black movement and 
the general class struggle. And that is where the dif¬ 
ferences come out. 

Everybody in the movement is opposed to racism, 
everybody chants the litany that racism is the greatest 
barrier to class unity. Every group puts out propa¬ 
ganda against racism and sincerely strives to win the 
workers to the struggle aggdnst it. 

But what about those cases where the struggle of 
Black workers and Black people against racial dis¬ 
crimination appears to conflict with the desire to 
unify the largest possible number of workers behind 
what are called •'general class demands^7 For exam¬ 
ple, as sometimes happens, when the aggressiveness 
of Black workers in pursuing their fight for equality 
tends to alienate white workers who might be willing 
to join with them in common efforts to achieve some 
reform of immediate and direct benefit to both 
groups? Then the trouble begins. And we must admit 
that some left-wing groups, especially those domi¬ 
nated by whites, are all too willing to set aside the 
special demands of the Black struggle, ■ 

A Bad Choice ' 

A recent example of this might serve to clarify 
the difference between the two approaches- At a 
large electrical appliance manufacturing plant in 
Chicago, one of the radical groups, the Revolutionary 
Union, sent a few people in- The radicals began put¬ 
ting out a plant newsletter which raised the issues of 
speedup, safety, low wages — all the various griev¬ 
ances of the workers — and also cazzied on a fairly 
aggressive campaign against racial disciiniLEiation, 
against the exclusion of Black workers from th^ 
better departments, etc- 

The group managed to build up considerable 
support, most of it among Black workers, which 
wasn't surprising since Black workers made up almost 
half the work force and were most victimiied by the 
oppressive conditions the group was agitating against. 

After some time had passed, the strategists in the 
group who, it is safe to surmise, were the white radi¬ 
cals who had initiated it along with one or two newly 
radicalized workers from the plant, decided that, as a 
tactic, they ought to try and throw out the present 
union, the International Associauon of Machinists, 






which is one of the worst unions in the Chicago area, 
and bring in the United Electrical Workers union. 
That is the UE, the old left-led union expelled in 
1949 from the CIO and still under what is called 
progressive leadership. 

Anyhow, they took a group of workers down to 
the US hall and met with the organizers there. The 
staff people were delighted that they were interested 
in bringing in the UE, but they observed that there 
weren’t enough white workers in the committee. If 
they ever hoped to win the plant for the UE, they 
would have to involve more white workers in the 
organizing effort. 

That was certainly a logical effort. And so, what 
did the group do? They went back into the plant and 
began campaigning for the UE, using the newsletter 
as their chief vehicle. But now there was a change. 
The main aim became to reach the white workers, 
and so the line of the newsletter now became: all 
workers unite, the boss makes no distinction between 
Black and white, do not let race feeling divide us, 
bringing in the UE will benefit us all, our interests are 
all the same, etc. As for the exposures of racial dis¬ 
crimination and the campaign to abolish it in the 
plant, which had occupi^ so much of the group’s 
attention prior to the decision to bring in the UE, 
that was laid aside in the interests of appealing to 
the broadest number of - workers who could be won 
to the immediate goal, getting a better union. 

What is there to say about a story like this? What 
is there to do besides shake your head? Doesn't this 
represent, in capsule form, the whole histoty of labor 
movement in this country — the radicalization of the 
workers followed by the capitulation, on the part of 
the leadership, to the backward prejudices of the 
white workers? How many times does this experience 
have to be repeated? Apparently an infinite number 
until we learn the lesson. 

By the way, the upshot of the organizing cam¬ 
paign was that the group didn’t succeed in. fooling 
any white workers; they still considered it a Black 
power group and kept it at arm’s length. But it did 
succeed in cooling the enthusiasm of the Black work¬ 
ers who were its initial base. 

Was there an alternative course that could have 
been followed in the particular situation? I think 
there was. 


Nothing Less Than a Total Change _ 

The alternative would have been to encourage the 
group along its original lines, determined to fight 
consistently against white Supremacy regardless of 
what came up or came down — to develop the group 
as the core of a fighting movement in the plant that 
carried out struggles on the shop floor around aJ — 
issues of concern to its members, including the issue 
of racial discrimination. 

It’s probably true that such a group could not 
have been a majority movement at the beginning, or 
perhaps even for a considerable length of time. Most 
likely, as the group pushed firmly against racial dis¬ 
crimination it would alienate some white workers — 
who could have been won to it otherwise. That’s a 
choice that has to be made. The group in the plant 
made the wrong choice. 

I think that a group such as I describe, made up 
perhaps in the beginning almost entirely of Black 
workers, could have developed as a center of struggle 
in the plant, and a center of opposition to the com- — 
pany and the rotten union. As time went on, it could 
have attracted to itself white workers who were so 
fed up with their situation that they were looking for_ 
radical solutions and would even identify with a 
“Black radical” outfit, so long as it seemed to offer a 
way out of the mess they were in. The very things 
which would make such a group repulsive to some — 
workers would make it attractive to that increasing 
number of workers. Black as well as white, who are 

coming to sense that nothing less than a total change_ 

is worth fighting for. 

The corirse 1 advocate offers great difficulties — 
no doubt about it. It is likely that the repression 
directed against a radical group that relentlessly" 
fought racial discrimination would be greater than 
against a more moderate group. It is possible that a 
group such as I describe could never have gained ad- _ 
mittance into the UE. I &eely concede all the diffi¬ 
culties. But then, who ever said that making a revo¬ 
lution was easy? 

As for the alternative, the course that was ac-" 
tually followed, we know all too well where that 
leads. 
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A proud history of resisting hate 
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S oTFiTti-Tnt-!' hai^ "t* dniAii froni • 
JaKe anti dangrffnjs sysicm of 
ihfriidna:. %ut:h ta inti-SffnElisiTi Of 
’A'iiiif <iupcnnriTv. Ifl pvfn' casf ol ha3«H 
rhe haifHmofiflm Have bm m« fowfr 
fully by commuritirst retisUnff 
iha! ha:f. cornmyruti« thai have 
poinird The towird i 

Cairad) Irrc from halt- frfltn 
racism, and ^rf>fn all forma of 
disCTiinjnaknJ. 

Jn ihr hhiiiry o[ Canada. 
i'Ajq fiLBiTf IR ■wml rtc«<‘tijnoui 

Inaiance-a in which hsie propa- 
ffifidt inflvenetd sroverrunefiii 
ID act in a hurtful and harmlful 
wa>' Toward cDminuniti«. Hite 
prepapanda anaclune the First 
Satjons helped coiivinct federal 
ETTrernrwTii officials ai Lhe turn 
f>t the mniry to create r™dcfr 
Till schcwii! for aboiipnil chil- 
drm» schools that tore chiWreii 
away from iheir families and 
tried to tear away ahonpmi] oil- 
npfe from these ehildren. Bui tor 
cvrry instaiKT of hate propaean- 
da, there has been resjstince by 
ritniTnunilirs. IThc First Saiioni 
I'lmitnuc to Ihrs diy In fipht Inr 
an luionomaut school system 
(or abnripiral youth, one Lhil 
will rf'tnect. value and protect 
the hefitaEe of aboripiTtalycpulh. 

During the Second World 
Wju-. ihe tmpfwonifient in tMit- 
ed camps of innocent Japinete 
CanadUns and ftalian resldent .1 of 
Cjjiida was also hjeflMi by hme^ espfr 
cially-bT the hate propaBindi ihii 
daimed Canada should only be hofne to 
people tthoK origins were either 
French or BHtish. UnfortunaielF math 
nf this pfopagandi came from i 
CanadiiTi Envrfnrneni that hid radsl 
imm if ration and ^ttlcrnrtlt policies. 
Eavounnf people EfORi the Bridth lfle« 
imj Northern Eurtvpe tmr people from 
SouiherD Europe people tiim 
and Afrid 

Bui here too. commoEiiitiet hare 
fepughi badu Noi accepdn^ thfi imp^ 
omtvent, Of ^Atemment' la it ii of Acial^ 
1y caBctL w juatified in w irtin ie^ 
community orgiiiiiitiont like the 
Nitionit Astociatioq of Jipaneae 
Canadiut^ the National Congm* of 
Italian Cinadiafis and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Confren hm joined togeHi- 
tr to demand ofGcu] and cwiF 

pmsation for lost property and lott 
yram Thai iniemment esned » many 
in their communitiei during the two 
world wan. The World War D eri «w 
mother example of haie and exclusna, 
igain unfanuAitely pvt of ipverrimcrt 
^licy. The kxiffMd g pr erom ePt p6^ 
&f trying to exclude Jewa. a policy 
based Oft tutp+eion and hate, rvac^»d 
trifie pfoportioni when Canada 
rerfvsed lo accept more than a token 
iTumber of Jews fleeing Europe and 
Hhlef'i man mufderen. Other much 
smaller and poorer couetriei^ wch al 
the Donsnicin Itepublic. put Canada tn 
ftHvne by lereoting jewHh rehigeea £af 
nv>re ferwrouily. 

Tnday. many eoiBrnanitlet adll feel 
the pain and exebavn oi hate propaesn- 
da. CoTTnmLniiies siQ tu the dmeerw 
tioD of frnagogvn md sacred burial 
grounds. Comnmnities HM face ineflil 
hate pnjqagmda thu siaeoiypes them 
as criminais or unstable religioui radi¬ 
cals But ui the long tradhion of resit- 
tanee, cofriTYiufiitiei alu centinue to 

r™*L to hold the media and The fow 
rmjiwni ArCAintlble. and Uj worV With 
the police le ^lop hate gnuupi 




Yet their courage to die fighting b an 
bnportant tenon. Desp^ l^e hopeleta- 
neai of ibeir tie, fbe victimt of wa«n 
■^Mirllrid wayt to both piitivdy and 
■cttvelyoppov their paseciiturv 


for the firsi limr and (iirveluped a strate¬ 
gy 10 resiftt This hate propagancta and 
ft mtwr him frrvTfi I hr cbs^rtwut. Tliry 
utilirAil The by providirg il wth 

informailnn about hb aclivtTie? and 
were puccessful in prefrsuring 
the school boird into an inlernal 
Investigitioni. .As a resuU he was 
formaily repriminded. Yet he 
continued lo sciw ihe seeds of 
Tacism In speechex ind public** 
tioni. A few momh* hirr the 
CommuTilly gCDiiiMt iihEainrd > 
videolape of the it-acher's 
tddretx to a neo-Nui rally m 
lf90. The two community onga- 
nizstions then used intense 
media scrutiny to persuade the 
Ministry of Edveadon to conduct 
> a form^ inquiry The resulting 
. J repon found that i teacher has 
.Vjl an obligation to be a roie modd 
■ r in areas of human rights and etlv 
’ noniHunil equity and should PtX 
f promote discriminalion or 
f inequity inside or outside the 
* classroom. 

Finally in the summn- of 19^, 
the irachi'f was mrmvH intm 
the high schrml riassrof^m. 
I Y'oung people no longer were 
faced whh ihe prospect uf a 
iracher who many fdt propagai- 
ed openly radra views, .And as a 
resuh of ihor efforts, the Native 
aiid Jewish comm unities had 
found coenmon ground to work logeth- 
«r to fight radsm and hatred. 


It iru very difficult for the Jew of 
Europe to beheve that ihc Huii tndy 
planned to murder u entire ethnic 
group. The mw nnirdcn in AWftwit» 
Birkcnni and other death campa we 
kept Hcret and the hodiet of the mO- 
liotia were buned or cremated. Only 
when the Iwdcrehip of the Jews wax 
convinced that there n no longer any 
hope tor wfvlviil were they abletowrin- 
luxe ■rmed reavatance. Several Individ- 
ual acu of defiance were puaOeled by 
smaO and large leak upriiiniii in the 

fhenot Bid 6B9pt« the Rutt biraws of 

whkh Decurred in the Warn* GhettOL 
ThouuAdi of Jews hid in the aewen 
and LD underground bunkert in the 
ghetto where they died by fire and 
rather than give (hemaehwi up. The 
pooriyvmed jewfah fighteri attacked 
the thousands of Nazi ajid coUtbonior 
troopi M they tried to deport the Je«a 
to (hear dealhi. The fight was futDe. the 
Jew* were compirtdy owtpowefwd, yet 
the beak w^ on for mr a month W 
bundrtdt of Nazi trwpa were killed or 
injured. In the end- only » handful of 
lews aurvived by noping thrtnigh the 
tewera. yet they coniidcred the rebel- 
lion a fuoocoa. 

Nowhere d« In Eurrrpe had the vie- 
bmi of Niri rwcikl hatred organired and 
carried ihrougb tuch ■ revolt. Ne*s of 
the uprising spread and Jcwi in other 
ghefioa and camp* decided lo organs 
their own rebeElionx Th^ were fighdng 
xiajnii a power that had cruthed the 
a/mies of mighty fufioni and there WM 
no hope for aiiTvivil agiinsl such oddi 




Foralnm twenty yeari I high adioof 
teadicr bt aTuromo fijburb w» bee to 
preach ami pubfirii his ncht riews ou^ 
side the rianroom withotit censure He 
wia a founding tneniber and u adivt 
pirticipiiil in several vganiaatloni 
which advocated "iriiite •uprtznacy', 
banning non-white rwfugeet and hnRd- 
grantt bwn enteiing Canada and pm* 
moting IQ wiQ and intolerance igalBSt 
homosexuals and Native peoples. He 
addressed rilllei where weii known 
hilMiwngen we« hflooured aniTNao 
twaatjka nags^ Ku Khn Kkn and sk^ 
head symbols were promiDeotly dis¬ 
played, He was also known to have 
attended a cclebratibn in honour ef 
Hrder^i btrth^. 

Over the yem the compliinti of fet 
low tesehm. Bid of the Jewish commu¬ 
nity, were ignored tnd this teicher of 
English remaihed employed by the 
Board of Educiticn. flrcnts did not 
complain despite the ifiscornfbrt fek by 
miT>y viaibic minorily it^udtnla in the 
fchobb neither did the toachera'^ union, 
whose constitution Doenmits teachers lo 
“foster and promiote the digni^ of aH 
persons regardlesa of race, religion oe 
cultural origin.' 

In 1991, during I public speech given 
by a Native leado^ protesting the activi¬ 
ties of racist onnniradons in Toroolo, 
this leadwr utlered the anti-Native com» 
ment. ''■calp rm.' After dus incident the 
Canadian Jewiih Congress and the 
Native Cinadian Centre joined forces 


One of the most Important ways 
that comniunities have resisted bate 
propasaJida. espedaHy in the fona ol 
sigvw t ypre. b by toiTCiog s BTTing cons 
munity orgamratfon to become i vrwe 
for dwctunmucuty 

Often, these community orfanio- 
tkoa are formed to coofmnt the steroK 
typLog of their community by some 
members of the media. In these 
Instances^ the media is often drawfog ia 
an uoderiying system of rscttRC of mli- 
Semldant, or of other kkokigies of efia- 
orirmoabon snd hate. Id these cas e a ,, the 
conMur^ty orguiization baa i dui! task 
to defend the comidwntty from these 
harmful stereotypes and amisatipos 
and to expose (he iindot^ system or 
Ideoki® that feeda those sltfeotyp«L 
The Gm part of the task requires the 
corraminity organiotuc to m^OIre the 
coptouinity to prutetd the iounedate aa 
of sterectypinf. The «cwk 1 part of the 
task requires the eoaununity arfiiuja- 
tiorj to begin s lang-term pr oow of edu- 
ettioa to break dowu those harmful 
iwidotying ayitoriss imd ideofo^^ 
There have been inany vuccessfuL 
exam pies of cummufiity orginliationi 
resisting hate and stereotyping by 
becommg voices for thor cninmuriities. 
For instance, in the early ISTtht. the 
llahan community bc^ a series of guv- 
ernmeat reports, Bewspapera stories 
and teieviakai specials buccurately par 
trayiog the comnnidity as prone to 
crime, protective of criminali in the 
coRummity and riddled with MaAa cefr 
neetiona. In the face of these ugly and 
inaccurare siereotypes. many of the 
small dubs and luociabons in the ttmv- 
muniry banded together to form FACJ. 
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From f/ie John Brown Anti-Klan Committee 


Who We Are 

T he Jdm Brcmn Anti-IGaii Com- 
miltec (JBAKQ [% a owmiyyndt 
orgaDitatiaa that struggles 
against ibe racist vifimre of the KKK and 
Nazis and against thor utiderlying cause: 
the system of white supremacy. Wfe take 
our name from John Brijwn, the while 
aboliiioaist who said “NQI^ to racism and 
genocide* and dedicaied his life to nghiing 
for Black peopie’i freedom from slavery; 
In this iraditkxi we buikt solidanty with 
Black liberatjoa and support struggles for 
human rights and setf-detenninatkxi, 
JBAKC started in 1977 supporting 
Black pristMicrs at Napanoch Prison in 
New York* who exposed a KKK klavern 
numbering 35 guards and kd by the Grand 
Dragcn of the state K3an. Today, we coo- 
tinue organizing campaigns to challenge 
resurgent white iuprcmacy: from the Fed¬ 
eral govijrnmem lo killer cops, from the 
Sew Right to Ihe KKK and Aryan 
Nations. Our cominiiineEit to human 
rights and freedom leads us to support 
political prisoners and prisoners of wax 
jailed for resisting US imperialism. We 


support ihe struggles of the South Afri¬ 
can/Azaman and PaJestlnian peoples to 
overt urn apartheid/cdoiuaiism and ZkMi^ 
ism. 

This is a white supremacist country. 
Founded on African slavery, genocide and 
ibcfl of Indian lands* the system of dorocs- 
lic eokmialism remaitw the cornerstone of 
America^ worldwide empire. A century 
aAcT the Civil War and 25 years’after the 
Civ^ Rights movement how much has 
really changed? New Afrikans (Black peo¬ 
ple in the US) remain economically and 
politically cokmized. Black people aresiiH 
stniggiing for freedom and independeocc 
in the so-called "land of the free." 

Now the KKK and Nazis are rebuilding 
a fascist movement to attack new Afrikan 
and all Third World people. The right- 
wing also targets Jewish people* lesbians 
and gay men. From coast to coast religious 
fundaiTwnuiists are bombing aborrion 
clinics, violently opposing women’s right 
to reproductive choice. 

We can't allow white supremacy and 
terror to continue unchallenged. A strong 
anti-racist mavement among white people 


is iKcdcd to effectively resist all these 
attacks and stop them at their source. The 
fight against the KKK and for Black liber¬ 
ation has always been pivotal to progres¬ 
sive and revoluiioiury change in this coun- 
try. History shows that anti-racist 
movements rooted in support for the right 
of the Black Nation/hkw Afrika to sclf- 
deterniinaiioii can grow into a powerful 
force fw justice. This is why JBaKC sup¬ 
ports the New Afrikan Independence 
Movement and its program for land and 
nationhood in the Black Belt slates of 
Georgia. Alabama* South Carolina, Mis- 
^ippi and Louisia;^, 
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EDITORIALS 


From the Neio Afrikan People's Organization: _ 

No Association with White Supremacists 


During FalL l^^5 i Los Anjides rully 
fsiEunng Mi^nLsicf Lnuii Farmktun 
iii;;endcd by Ibjn Metzger, 

figure for Whiise Amena-n fLesiy iincf, 
UK While American PahticaJ A^uciaiion, 
cnTiu ihc Aryan Naiigns. UoniUcd SIQO lo 
Vidfilstcr Farrathan's People Organized A 
Workinj for Economic Rebinh (POWER} 
program. Mcl/ger wai later io >taie ai i 
^uprcmacul Convention that the 
*t^rykn.“ movemcnl should support BUcls, 
.^jiericaii Indian^ McAian, and PucHo 
RKiin Kparatuli. Metzger has often yiiid 
;rj[ if hi uerc "BLiC*:' hf would be i 
S-iuk nationalisi. 

Hois' should New Afrikan (Black} Feu- 
pK view ib&e ovmunaYDo&lhestrumJc 
ior New Afrikan Land, Independence and 
Self-Determination have « poieniml friend 
ajK alliance wlih white supremacists? The 
New Afrikan Ptopk's Organiuiion^as a 
rev.olutionary Ntw Afrikan nalionalisl 
organiaaljon, answers emphatically NO. 
Tm only poiieniial white allies We see are 
tzsose who fight the white supremacist 
power siTvemrc like John Brown did, 
Malcolm X saw ii that way too, and 
net Tubman before hink 

While racial leparaiiim an ntrser t>c 
citLUiedi with the natlortal Uberaiion si rug* 
lie of the New Afrikarv nation. The New 
Afrikan Nation is the descendant of var¬ 
ious Afrikan ethnic groups and naElon- 
SLiies aptured and forced inlo bondiige 
cside North AiTKrka. After bondag^e SW 
ATiilcans wereesokmixed by the iinperi;iUsl 
white Amerian siaie and denied *;elf'^e' 
tamirution. Today, Wcazci^iili powerless 
to determine ourpoliticaL economic, and 
social dewciopmefiL The poverty, illiEcmcy,^ 
unemployment, tacisi police and other 
valence New Afrikansface daily begs the 
tjuHiioa of Independence, Land arul So¬ 
cialism for the colonized Black Nalion. 
We desire ■ fteparaie Of independent New 


Afrikan Nation to wifi self-deierminatjon 
and full dcvelopmeni of our human und 
material resources, 

Thii demand Ueonslsient wlih nai ional 
liberation slrueglcs of other oppressed 
nanuns. inside the Ameukkkan Empire- 
Occupied Me,\ico (Texas, New Mexico, 
Arizona, California, Kevida. Colorado]* 
various Native Anoerican Indian naliciTU. 
Puertn Rico, the V'irgin Islands. >nd 
Hawaii- The New Afrikan nallonal hber- 
ailan ;tfugg:k is aLvo coFblstenl with world¬ 
wide struggles for fiaiional liberation— 
Aiaftta, Palttime, Non hern Ireland. £1 
Salvador, the Philippines, eic. 

On Ihc oEhcr hand, while separatism is 
the most avenly racui manifestalion. of 
while settler ideology. Il openly calU for 
cxicfminating pafiieularly New Afrikan, 
Mexican* and eHlser oppressed nations 
along with people of Jewish descent It is 
the ri^icat extreme of a white American 
settler iradiiion—Manifest Destiny, This 
U a tradition of ttealing Indian and Mtx^ 
■can knd> enslaving xiid ooLonizing New 
Afhkan Lsrsd. ^ trying to play policeman 
of the plancL While separatism and 
Manifcsi Dcstiiiy only meih "White Man 
ukc all." W hile rtvoluiionary nationalism 
and national liberalian have hisioncally 
been used as weapons by oppressed 
nations ID end oppression^ while supfe- 
m^cy bus been used by u,i, imperialism 
and ihc white njlirtgclass as a vehicle lo 
mobilize while Anuricans lo maintain 
oppression on the hai^ut of white skin 
privilege sn^ihc American way of life " 

Metzger''s ovenures to BUcL Natiorul- 
bis are appanuiustic. They are designed 
to divert our aiieniion from tbc^owihof 
a neo-Nazi mlliiary underground. This 
paramilUary' force will serve hs m funda- 
menial tool in the genocidal race war the 
neo-Nazii and KKK plan to wage sn New 
Afrikans and other oppressed peopfea and 


nations inside the fJS. Some Black Na- 
tioriallsia have been confused by ihis div* 
ersionary lacEic by the Klan and Na/is. 

In the I920'i, Marcus Carvey, leader of 
the Jargest mass movement of African 
people ever, mel whb Klan Icaderi and 
nought support for aspects of his "Back to 
Afrita"Program. The union between Gar¬ 
vey and the RUn served tod>emobilizc New 
Afrikan suppun fop the Carvey Move- 
meni. New Afrikam whose fathers and 
mothers, suiers anel IxfoihEn, som and 
daughters had! been lynched, brutalized, 
and dispoisnsed by white vigikiitte ter* 
rcirisis could not join hands w iib the Kbn, 
This and other faclan dernorallred and 
disotganiicd milljiattS wf New Afrikans. 

In the early l$60't, while the New Afrt- 
kan masses were struggling lo eliminate 
afXinhcid~jimerow"‘segrcpuon laws, the 
Nation of Islam had jizsociatiorti with the 
ICKK. American Nazis were accorded 
places of honor at public meciiifigs and 
rallies. J.B. Sloner, later convicted of 
bombing a Black church In Alabama, was 
inlcrviewedl by Spftkf rte»s- 

paper of [he Nation of Islam. This assoct- 
ation with enemies of the Black Nation, 
aloEtg with other factors, led id the Nation 
loslne some of ill most rcvoluiioruify 
mem ben. including Malcolm X. 

Malcolm, upon luving lheN.O.1., pub¬ 
licly stood with the New Afrikan masses 
in our struggle against white supremacy. 
He called: for Black sclf*defcnsc units lo 
protect New Afrikan masses and activist 
organizing in Our subjugaiAd Naiional ler- 
fltory. Iran open itatement lo American 
Nazi party leader George Lincoln Rock¬ 
well (responsible for violent attacks on 
New AJrikan activtsis), Malcolm said* 
if yourpfr>cnE racist agiuii ionugam:^l 
OUT people there in Alabama muses physi¬ 
cal harm lo Reverend Xing or any other 
Black AEosrkani who an only aiiempting 



From the John Brown Anti-Klan Commtffee.' 

No Free Speech for Fascists 



Lo enjoy ihcJr rights a-i free human beings, 
[then] you and your Ko Klux XUit frkndv 
will be meE with maximum physical retal¬ 
iation from thu^ of u> w bo are not hund- 
Cuffed by the d:i:$arrning philosophy of 
nonvioLcnce. and who believe tn awerlsni^ 
Our right of Klf defense by ufly ntCani 
necessary.’ 

MaicolmT viand re Elects the revolu¬ 
tionary New Afrikan nuiioiLilbii iradti ion 
of revivUnoe, noncoHaboration, and sitrad- 
fastness ugainst uur oppressors. This tra¬ 
dition is veen in I be slave rebels, nuroons* 
tha Dnderground Railroad* New Afrikalt 
resIsixEsce during the “Red Summer*" of 
191^9, the L>cacDns for Defense and other 
sclf-defemc fights in ihc South in the 
9960's, the New Afrikan urban uprisings 
in mid/tale l9bD's. and several other as¬ 
pects of our rich hisiofy. This revolutiofi- 
ary tradition i} th? basi^ for New Afrik^in 
naiianaL identiiy* consclousneu, and the 
colleatvc and individual moral and ideo¬ 
logical posture We must to wip self- 
dcierminaikm and national liberaiioa. 

We cal! on all Black, progreuivc* and 
anli-impcriiilist org^ioizatLor^ urtd indi¬ 
viduals to see through the oppgnunisiic 
and dcstmaive laciics of ihe while supn> 
macisls; to denounce studfajlly any rela¬ 
tionships or "ailianoev* with thevc advo¬ 
cates of genocide by Black, progressivf. 
or antirimpcrialisi orgynizutions dr indi- 
vlduaU. Amcrikan while supremacy inuil 
he isolaied and ctimifiaied in the same- 
way We fight Z^ionism, apartheid, und ah 
rjciii and gcnueiijal ^ysicnu and beliefs. 

Stand Firm 

Death lo KKK and Nazis 
Fra* New Afrika-Firat ib* 


ALui Berg, Jewish radio talk^how host 
■D Denver* Cokmdo. debated the XLan 

his ealfwii shtnv. MdO of us wou^ agree 
tbui B4;rg was sxcruivlng his right tu free 
speech, Bui lbs KWn didn't like what he 
^ad to uy and besides, Berg was one of 
the Jewtsh people ihe KLan says control 
the media. So Alan Derg was executed 
ruht in hk own driveway. The murder 
weapon was traced to Gary Yarborough 
of The Order, one of ihc organiLatium in« 
the whiu suprentaciat para-military un- 
dergroumd. (see cover story, this issue). 

Berg'k murder demoimrated how Ijtile 
rtaf interesi the kbn has in free ipeech. 
But they will use the isswe relentlessly, 

playing on rmuy pcppleb fcan iboul lim* 
wing civil rifhiL The XLui't strategy it 
dependeal on being able lo pul forward 
ibeuf white supmnaedt kkolagy in mau 
wsyl^Krxmgh TV. radio, tnarcbci. ralliei* 
eic. The John Brown AmlrKlan Commii- 
Ltc opposes the fascist rifbi wing's ’right" 
tc organize for racist icrros. 

We believe that free speech is rwi art 
abstraa right. In Aenenca* any "rights*" 
given to people under the omstitution are 

given iel^Lvely. 

Black peopk who oppzwzd sUvrry were 
eietuicd. After Recottstructioii, Black 
people who organized for buman ri|ht» 
were lyoched by the nrwly bom PvJlH, 
During the 19^, BUct peopk who 
otgantzed fot fre^om w«rt jailed, beaten 
and kilkd. The FBI's murderous counter* 
pncllLgenee pioirim iCOiNTELPkO) 

was ihc govEininent's aruwet to 
rrvoluUoELirus wpo were cxticisinj thssr 


right lo organize for BLaek LiberaticfL 1 r 
the laet five yean, many Black revotu* 
tioruTies and activuts have jail 

for refusini to talk lo gtraiiJ juris. Thm 
people in J EIAXC Mbo went lojuil for not 
taikuig to an FBI grand jury. 

As free speech coiuinues to be selec^ 
lively enforced* the Kbn's “rights"^ are 
protected- In San FrancLiCD, WAR (Ehe 
White Amcrkafi Resisianoe), a fvEanfront 
group, broadcasts a weekly TV show and 
rum ■ 2'4-haur telephone hatcLine that 
anyone can call for a fascisi mesuge. 
Hut's the liberal Bay Area and we could 
ihlnk theyVt ftOl goin| to make any 
headway them, but ktk look 4gai(U 
Klansman Tom Metzger, producer of [he 
TV show, has glcatcd lhai WARt Eiiem- 
benhip in ibc Bay Area is up 400^ Aitd 
whal'k happened to the Bay Ana Ic the 
past year? 

—A boinb ihrul and aliempted bomb- 
inf of Ebc Ethnic Studies Departmcni 
at San Francisco Stale Unlvmtty: 

—Three aitcmpied bombings of *yr- 
afoguti and a Tibbt't home in one 
dayi 

—Jncreaimg Lncidenti of racitn and 
antl-scEnitk varidalwm; 

—In Concord, a Saa Francisco suburb* 
a gay Black man was found lynched 
on uuTK nighi lhai two Black men 
were subbed by iwo white men in 
K.lan rohm. 

All lliese things do noi happm tpon- 
lancousJy. The) happen because ibe Xian 
and Nazis arc oiganialng and creatmg a 
climate where vmLcnt racist acts aie eon- 



Cc^j jfwopffT Atoflk ifi/rtt j^wwA," 


tidered aceepubk. 

And lhat'i jiul the Bay Area. In ia 
Greeiuboro. Nonh Carolina, five mem¬ 
bers of the Communist Workefi Flirty 
were kUijBd bj Klanuncri and Nazis while 
dettionsiraiing agBinsi white suprecoacy. 


Where was their right to free speech? The 
Klan fOl off icot-free. 

A few months ago in Chicago, an antl- 
Klan r^hy was allackud by Na^w ^nd u 
racist punk group wjih baseball bats and 
tire iruiu. 

When the homes of Bluck families arc 
stoned in Chicago and PhiLadcJphtu \k- 
ouK ihey d^er to live in a white neigh* 
borbood* where are their first aEncndment 
rights? 

Thi Souihcrn Poverty Law Center was 
firt>bombcd forexpusirkg Klait urganmng. 
Who hu fret speech? 

The Natioiul Confertnet of Black 
LawyCn, in a letter criticizing the ACLU 
for itKLr defense of ihe Klan, suins up 
whai h means lo defend free speech for 
fucifts: 

The laws of the United Suiea—inclad* 
ing the Tint atnendmcni—were not 
conceived, written, or enforced with ihe 
interesl of Third World people.in mind. 

... And so* try as you wilt, it is ineon- 
ceivable to convince Third World peo¬ 
ple thal Ttpracntini, the K.XJC is in their 
best inicretu- The fust amend mem has 
beeoizK an enigma lo people of color, 
largely bccxuue hberals uu iE ai a tool 
lo tiefend our enemies. Black people 
marched before the kXK cxisEi^ and 
will continue to march—and dk... firit 
amcndmeni or not.’ 

En our corrupt while tupremaciii so¬ 
ciety* let u heed these words. Al every 
turn, let ui oppose the KUnT and oiher 
rscisU' DppoftunLly lo Organize for racist 
violent and race war. 
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Dcscripncns from acrosi the poliljciispccirmn of the 
l_A. upniifig in the wake of the poUcd brutalicy 
acquitLats ire like the praverbial blind men ining to 
desenbe the dephajiL One hold^ the Lail and the 
elephant IS like a ropej another grabs Jie trunk and says 
the clcpharit is hkea ho>c; a third holds onto the leg and 
sa\-s It mi:st be tike a tree tmnL etc. Each may be 
partially right, but substitutes the pan for the whole. 

Some on the left say the rebellion wissihc hmi 
multi-raeiiJ. muln-naiioriaJ bread nOL Others draw a 
parallel lo the .^Lfrican .Ajnerican rebellion in Watts 27 
years ago. Right wing Republican U.S.Senate candidate 
Bruce Hcrschetisohn says the tootcri weren't angry, they 
were enjoying themsehii. 


Did theMOlence provide a 
catharsis and a cihancc far 
a new begmnmg In LA.? 
Or, as others fear, did the 
events intensify racul 
animosity ? Were 
antagonjaens berween 
Blacks and Koreans about 
radsDi, dass. or cuJtura] 
misunderstandings? Did 
the police gloatingiy 
provoke the comtsuniiy, 
then stand back and let 
things gel out of hand 
intenuonally to embarrass 
the city's political 
leadership? Orjust 
because they didn't dare to 
pui ihetnsclvcs ai risk to 
protect Black, or 

Korean Dcighborhoods? 
Foe LA^ the cocrea 
answer in this ^mul tipie 
choice” quiz is “all of the 
above.*' 

Tbc rebelhcm was 
many differeot, somehnses 
contiadkiDry ibings at the 
same tune- It was an 
ouibum of Black 
rcsstanee to raeiam and 
iiQUSbce, against police 
brutaliry, ccoricnnje 
deprivation aod politkal 
Bustratioti. For some 
people, h was a diatice to 
vent rage towards whites, 
Koroms and othen 
idendfied as tE»emben of 
oppressor groups, a chance 
for ''payback*" regardless 
of poihkal gotab Of 
OQPsequeocg. And for 

some, it was an unparalk- 
kd opporrunity to nock up 
OQ wcapom fiimi sporpng 
£oodi flora and pawn 
shops. At the same nine, 
the rcbeilion was an 
uprising of the dvfi 
dispossessed Latino 
plurality, especial^ the 
supcr-cxploited 
undocumented Mobcano 
and CencraJ AmefKao 
sectors who have 
continued to grow in the 


face of the itrunigraiion 
rtformsof the past few 
years, which have legalized 
a fev 4 w hile driving others 
further underground. 

Sim pic survival for them 
and for many Blacks 
mandated taking food, 
diapers and daily 
necessities from the stores^. 

At the same time, for 
Blacks, Latinos and some 
whites alike, the uprising 
was a rupture in ihe social 
fabric, of “law and order*” 
a chance to get somcdiing 
for nothing. Plenty of 
Mercedes Bciucswcre 
seen dfjymg up _ 

elearoni cs stores, with 
their yuppie owners 
loadi^ up with compuicrs 
and ed pLayen. The 
example of k>otlng set by 
Rea^Ln, Bush and the S & 

L robber barons was 
cerumly not lost on the 
Oppressed eiiher. 

TIk poor see quite as 
do^ as tbc ricb (hai the 
niliog valiies of thk jiociety 
have Doihifig whatsoever 
to do any more with a fair 
day's work for a fair day's 
pay or wkh material 
suoxss thit»£h hard work. 

To a certain extent, the 
rebellion was the doing of 
the poiioe, who spent the 
earty period afierthc 
acquittal gloating* 
harassing Black youths, 
and increasuig tensions. 
Tbeu they retrcaied from 
ibe screea without making 
a suificitni effort to qui et 
eopimunititca, prevent 
damage lo stores., or notify 
moiodsis of trouble spots* 
E>urijig the unrest potiee 
IdOed at least a dozen 
people; Done of these 
deaihs are likely to result 
in pro&ecuiioRS or even 
reprunandL Daryl Gates' 
arrogance dealt the dea th 
blow 10 hB career and his 


polid cal aspirations; he 
was finally forced into 
redrement and replaced 
■witfva-iKW Bis rkrti i ^ . f . 


The rebellion gave the - 
state a chance to try out 
some of its re pr««ve 
apparatus, including 
curfews, INS sweeps, oiasi 
arresu, and the use of the 
Natiotiat Guard and aimed 
forces for domestic control 
purposes; the whole 
operation supervised by 
FEMA, the Federal 
Emergency Mazugement 
Agency origiiially designed 
by Reagan as governor in 
California spcct^cally to 
deal with ** dvil disorder^,'' 
Black and Hispanic 
rebctlioni. 

The uprising was 
undetmandable and 
justified It also, however, 
reflected the fayure of the 
left to provide effective 
poUtic^ leadership or 
direction over a long 
period of time. White 
"conmiunist*^ whether 
followers of Stalin or 
T rotsky, white anarchistSi^ 
even white peace and 
aad-interventioo acavists, 
have operated at the 
margins for so long that 
they had no discernible 
impacL on the response of 
white people in general to 
the beating of Rodney 
King* the failure of tbc 


cii/s esubiishmeni to do 
anything about it, or the 
final injustice in Stmi 

internationalists or " 
socialists seemed unable 
over the prcwiqus year* 
since the beating of 
Rodney Ki«g. to cransfonn 
their comnLunity's anger 
into organized resistance. 
As a result* the rebellion 
dealt with odfy the most 
immediate and visible 
largctsand problems. This 
is the context chat allowed 
vengefulncss to be directed 
on (he basis of skin color. 
Despite the fears of the 
elite, after the fiisi night's 
demonstiatiotES outside 
Parker Center and Qty 
Han, the unrest did not 
directly tbreatea the 
polidcai and economic 
elite in Aroo Plaza or 
elsewhere in fortress LA 

Despite all the contradic¬ 
tory aspects of the 
uprising it is not newsary 
to justly or defend every 
single act of every single 
individual to defend the 
uprismg a whole or to 
demand an amnesty for 
those arrested for the 
rebellion, cspedalfy for 
curfew violaiions and 
crinvo againsi property. 









AN UPRISING 


Bui ii IS aJso essential ai 
this point to look towards 
the foiurc. In the 


aJiem^ath of the reb«!||!on, 
the ciiy's economrctfiitc is 
ir>ing its hardest lo return 
lo business as usual. 

*'Rebuild LA." under 
Peicf Ueberroth, who 
approved LAP.D. plans 
for oordDmngoft the Black 
community dunng ihe 
Olympics, is another 
project of the city's 


corporate rulcn, dressed 
up with some Faces of 
color, to maintain control 
of the city's afTairs. Ivlany 
fearful whites have been 
arming themselves at a 
record rate. Most of die 
bystcncaJ c^dmaies of the 
early days have been 
revised downward - there 
were actually 1/6 the 
n umber of ftrea» many 
fewer killiogs, and ^only" 
9000 arrests (rather thaa 
19,000 as origjnally 


claimed). The LAPD, is 
charactermn^ the gang 
tnioe, the most positive 
recent developoient in the 
city, as a plot to increase 
a scheme 


directed at lawcnforcc- 
muL 


The cops are harassing 
every cdcbratioti of the 
eSbrt of Slack youth to 
&top idUing each other, and 
dc^te the truce have Just 
reassigned 40 aggressive 
and-gang oops firom 
around the dry into south 
ccDtrak Hopefully, this will 
only nemforce the 
understanding of those 
trying to heal the breaches 
within the Black 
community as to who the 
real enemy is. More lives 
have prohabh" saved 
at this poini, as the mice 
holds, than were lost in the ■ 
uprising, Black youth are 
trying to purge themselves 
of the self-haie they have 
internalized tram ihi) 
tBcist sodeiy, which has led 
them to kill each ocher. 

Ye t this laudable goal 
makes the cops, and the 
city's elite, decidedly 
uneasy. If young Biack 
men stop killing each 

other, where will they 
direct their energy? 


Liook £tL the hostile 
reaction of the politick 
and economic elite in LA, 
and the U.S, to this 
attempi by young Black 
men and women to redeem 
ihemselvcs and put 
forward a sincere program 
for renewal in this society. 
Compare chat with the 
recent efforts of the 

German govemmcni: to 
incorporate nazj 
bonebeads into their 
offieiaE youEh programs. 
The German nazi-skins, 
who are still practicing and 
preaching viruleni radsm, 
still attacking immigrants 
and non-white Germans, 
are being given meeting 
halls to hang their 
swastticas in, make-work 
jobs cleaning their 
neighborhoods^ and paid 
counselor to Rin 
recreation programi. The 
Black youth of LA., trying 
to end adtccadc of 
self^dcstructioQ, are being 
given the back of the hand 


and demonized as 
esetortionists and 
hooligans. 

There have been some 
positive dcvelopcnenis 
sin« the uprising A 
number of coaimons have 
been developing in the 
African American 
com m unity, reaching ou t 
with a revolutionary 
perspective to gang 
members and other yourig 
people, Kamal Hassan of 
the Malcolm X Grassroots 
Movement reports that the 
rebellion served to 
discredit the petty 
bourgeois ‘‘Negro” 
leadership of poLtdciani, 
businessmen and 
preachen, and many Blade 
youth, in and out of ^ngs, 
are tumuig to more radical"" 
voice* for an effective 
analysts and strategy, 
Michael a former 

Black Panther who leads 
the Goialicaoii Against 
Poltce Abuse, i* bopieg to 
pressure the Gty Council 


into placing a radical 
proposal for an elected 
ciLizen police review board 
and a special prowcuior 
on the November bailoi. 

The flrs[ authentic united 

front of various Asian and 
Padfic Americans has 
been put together 
spcdficaUytOiCHn m the 
effort to rebuild LjV and 
to relate toother 
communities. U retnains to 
be seen whether these and 
similar efforts can shjh the 
balance of power and 
shape an tndatzve that will 

create the basis for 
effective grass roots unity, 
arjd set a new direction for 
La and the nation. For 
more utformadon, coo tact 
the CoaiitioD for Justice, 
e/o Malcolm X Grassroots 
Movement, 5355 
Crenshaw BlvtL, Lot 

Angeles CA 90043 (213) 

29W4IX 


con-sume ( ksn-soom',, ksn-sum' >, 

, V-i^ .ICQ1#SUMED .. CCaiSUMP^c]^.. (OEc,, 
consumer; L, consumers, to use up, 
eat, waste, destroy. <com-, together 
+ sumere, to take,] 1, to destroy, as 
by fire; do away with. 2. to use up; 
spend wastefuUy; squander (time, 
energy, money, etc.) 3. to drink or 
eat up; devour, v.i. to waste away; 
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ItltOUtillT ID IlY ANTl-t'ASCIS r IM (» 


AHTI FASCIST INFO NITE 


THE RISE OF FASCISM IN GERMANY AND 
THE ROLE OF CANADIAN ACCOMPLICES 


January 5 
7;30pni 

Admission by Donation 


Carnegie Centre, 

401 Main St. (at Hastings) 

(Proceeds to ARA Defendants and AFi) 


SPEAKER FROM TORONTO'S ANThRAClST ACTION 
VIDEO'S:. 

•From Toronto, ARA's Demo Against Ernst Zundel, Infamous Holocaust 
Denlal/Revlsiontst, "Guru” of German Neo44azl's 

•Documentaries That Reveal Zundet's Extensive invotement In Germany's Fascist 
Movements, Including the Award-Winning Film 'The Tnith Stiall Make You Free" 
•Updates on Anti-Fascist Arrests and Upcoming Trials In Vancouver and Toronto 
•Sharing of Ideas/Info on Anti-Fascist Strategies and Tactics 
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FASCIST 



AWTI-FASCIST INFO (AFi) Is o group of people, some currently defendants on 
charges arising from anti-fascist danonstrations, with the aim of gathering and 
distributing Information on the extreme right In Canada. 

Our goals are to raise consciousness about extreme rright organiz¬ 
ations. tlieir activities, perspectives and ideologies, Tfirough this, we wont to 
enable anti-fascists to better organize against the extreme right, particularily in 
tinnes of growth and action by fascist groups. We also want to raise conscious¬ 
ness about current, and possibly future, trials of arrti-fascist defendants. 

WHAT IS THE ’EXTREME RIGHT’? 

By extreme right, we moan not only openly fascist groups such as Aryan 
Nations, Aryan Resistance Movement or Itie fascistized- Ku Klux Klan. The 
extreme right also consists of a variety of organizations who, at the very least, 
advocate maintaining and strengthening a patriarchal and white supremacist 
society. Such organizalloits can go under seemingly "inoflonsive" titles os 
Citizens for Forlegn Aid Review, the Canadian League of Rights or the Canadian 
Association for tlie Freedom of Expression, They generally focus on single 
Issues such as immigration, freedom of expression, etc., to make their cause 
appealing to those who would not be “comfortable" being affiliated to out right 
fascist groups. Those organizations deny that they are white supremEwist, 
Instead using code-words such as "European heritage" or "non-tradilional 
immigration" to convey their vision of an ali-white Canada. The extreme right 
also consists of Individuals who are members of mainstream political parties, 
such as those recently exposed in the Progressive Conservatives, the Liberal 
Party, and of course the Reform Party. Members of Aryan Nations, in contrast, 
will announce openly that they ere white supremacist and fascist. To 
distinguish between these two approaches of the extreme right, groups which 
are openly fascist are termed 'radical right*, white those that cloak their true 
intentions are termed 'fringe right’. 

Whether fringe or radical, the extreme right as a whole shares similiar 
beliefs; white supremacy, and semitism, homophobia, anti immigration, anti- 
abortion, anti-feminism and anti-communism, to name but a few of the most 
common themes. 

In short, the extreme right is a complex web of interconnected groups 
and philosophies operating through both openly-fascist organizations and front 
groups focusing on a single Issue, It’s this web we aim to expose and, through 
anti-fascist information, enable people to better defend themselves against the 
extreme right’s oppressive agenda. 

WHY ANTI-FASCIST INFO? 

AFI does not advocate replacing actions against fascist activities with 
distributing Information. Broackbased communi^ organizing encompassing a 
variety of tactics has shown to be the most effective response to fascist and 













extreme ri£til movements. AR docs not place Itself outside of Uiis work. 
Rather, we are responding to the actual situation in Vancouver, and a need for 
documentation of the extreme right. 

The history of extreme right movements shows that they experience 
cyclical growths and declines, caused by factors such as social and economic 
conditions- as well as communis resistance. In any case. It would be a 


mistake to believe that because fascist groups are not visible, or have been 
defeated In the streets, that they have been destroyed. In reality, they are In 
a state of reorganizing. For example, in Vancouver the extreme right experi* 
enced a period of growth from 1980^3, which manifested itself in on Increased 
KKK presence, vatKlalism and violence agi^nst people of colour, gays, lesbians, 
Jews and leftist orgnalzalions. Defeated by communis organizii^g and Internal 
conflicts, former members of the Wan were again active in 198&69 when the 
Aryan Nations and the Aryan Resistance Movement became the new focus for 
. extreme right activites, joining with younger fascist skinheads. Communities 
targetted by this new phase of violence were placed on the defensive, while at 
the same time they were forced to learn who and what the Aryan Nations were. 
AFi exists to counter such trends, doing the necessary background work to 
enable people to cany on real social change while not being caught off-guard 
In times of fascist offensives. 


in olhor parts of Canada, tlio extreme rigtil has been ntoto siiccesfuT 
In organizing. In Toronto, the Heritage Front has brought together various 
orgarrlzalions such as the Church of the Creator, fascist skinheads etc,, and 
has been able to organize concerts, public rallies, a telephone 'hate'-tine, and 
produce litoraluro which has boon distributed in ToronLo-aioa liigir sctiools. A 
clear result of tliis is the June 7/93 attack on a Tamil man, Ganalan Mtrthuling- 
aml by fascist skinheads. Muthulingam died three days later. There have been 
other vicious attacks on peof^e of colour by fascists in Toronto. In Montreal, 
fascist skinheads are believed responsible for several attacks on gay men, 
some of these resulting in death. At least one such murder, the November 
29/92 killing of Yves Lalonde. lias been attributed to fascist skinheads, who 
are presently awaiting trial. In Saskatchewan, an Aryan Nations leader, Carney 
Neriand, is presently serving a four year prison term for shooting and killing Leo 
Lachance, a Cree Indian, ott January 28/91 (Neriand said to police that he 
should get a medal for "shooting that Indian". Despite his extreme right 
background, Nerland’s white supremacist views were said to not be relevant. 
He was subsequently charged and convicted for manslaughter!). 

Fascists are not marching dowri the streets of Vancouver, but It doesn't 
mean they are not organizing and preparirtg for another phase of activity. In 
January of 1993, tlie Canadian Liberty Net attempted to organize a public 
speech by Tom Metzger, leader of the Californiatrased While Aryan Resistance. 
Determined action by anti-fascists shut this meeting down. In May, the fringe 
right Procult Institute held a meetirig for the Canrxfian league of Rights, another 
fringe right group, characterized as "perhaps Canada's leading anti-Semitic 
organization today". Also in attendance were members of the Aryan Nations. 
Again, anti-fascists were ^le to seriously disrupt the meeting. 



We plan on carrying out our work by organizing events such as video 
screenings and public discussions, and by producing leaflets, posters and other 
publications. Because we are a norvfunded group, our work will rely heavily on 
your contributions, as well as participation. 


ANTI-FASCIST INFO, Box 35, 1744 Kingsway, 
Vancouver, BC, V5N 2S3, Canada 
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Anti-Racist Action And Developing 
Anti-Fascist Strategies In Toronto/ 


hjUAM. 

Hic grawth of the fir rigibtin ToTOGto if not m new 
pborancQotL The HtdUgc Rioni ii Dot ihofim Toronto- 
bued fucUt groop bat the mo«i recexit eximpZe of i 
Qovemeoi wiudi ditef lack to the 1930 <: wbea die 
Cm i di ia Ntzi Pniy nm ctsdiditti inTorosio; whes the 
Bilmy Beidi Qubintfac cast cod of the was reniiaed 
the Swistiki Qih; when ttazi Ihogi atudecd Jewidt 
youth It Chiifiie Fils Fade netr dowmown, youth who 
d efet M fed thcmfelvct aod ibdr community t^phyiicilly 
troandng ihc nia mob. Evm the usf of the I 930 i 
eaimoibe ifolited from the hiitoij of racism m Cmadi - 
fmrn the genocidil poltdei nted agtinA ihe First Na- 
tioos to the hjciory of violoit radiiii directed against the 
African and Asian communities. 

This ongoing legacy of mcism providti the fciule 
grotmdi for the growth of groupi liJte the Herfuge Front 
«Dd Church of the Creator today, h't the biilorical con¬ 
text of ndsm which maket some white people vuUier- 
able to tbett hateful orginizaiioni, and suong links 
between groapi in Canidst the U^S., Europe and South 
Afnci make the whhe suprtmad A movem mi dangtrout 
louialL 

Jt U often tsnpdng to igDOis oeo-nam organizing 
and violotoe. It is lomctimei eaiiei to lee them ii misfits 
or isolated ertmu i n t rather than face ihc ikigerproblems 
of widespread imctim. homophobia and anti^xSomiiitm in 
aociecy. But the first step to (ronfrontiiii violmoe ia 
noderstanding how racism and prejudice hu played a 
crociil role in the history of Cintda, and bow ibt 
struggles against it - from the time of Columbus to today 
- must icfoim and ib^ie both OUT l□ti''racist apalysii and 
ftctivitm. 

Who An The Fwpl« In Your NdghlKurhood? 

Many of Di in Otatirio seeneo^aixi^ Ka KJux tQan 
and other far rigbi organizing ai something litat hippcoi 
m the US 4 Of tu Albcita, Saskatchewan or Quebec - yet 
southwestern Ontano U ihe most aolve uca of organised 
while fttpreroacy in Canada. Tbe regiMi is perhaps ihe 
OTganixadooii mtro for the Cmidiin far lighL 

The leaderth^ of the local neo-nari movement is 
veiy expenenced. many of them having woiked with 
Toronto ladsi orgauzatiom smoc the I970t nod l?8Qs. 
Soene hive tnveJlcd mtcmatiotialiy to mm and work 
with iheir Bmopein and IJ.S. counterptns. Many have 
done pfitoD time for *i£e cause* ' 

The main pcd>lic figure in Toraeim is Wolfgang 
Droege. Droege has bees active in ihe Canadian far right 
imoe the 1970i when he worked tn both the Toronto 
baaed Wutem Guard and later with the Canadian 
Knights of the Kn Khnt Klan, where he rose to become 
the numbertWD man in the narional organization. Droege 
ti 1 friend and ‘raciaJ comnde'* of both Dhvid Duke, the 
t^mvi KKK leader turned ncist pcliticiwi and US. 
Presidential candidazei and Tom Metzger, leader of the 
vioiem Cllifomia^iaied Wbhe Aryan Reai stance 
(WAR). 

The Reritige Frooi wu founds m 19E8 when 
Droege and other white supremadsts left the radn Nt- 
tioniiUt Party of Canada. The Front bases itself on ibe 
National Asiodsticn for the Advancement of White 
People, the orginizanou fonned by David Duke aficr 
leaving the KJtn. Ibc NAAWP presented itself not as a 


white snpnxnacdA organi^ 
zation but as a *"whitc sepi- 
latisf* group eoccer^d 
with “equal tighu for 
whites". 

“Equal Tights for 
whites" hu becomeapopu* 
lar slogan used by the right 
to justify anicki on the tm- 
ditional tirgeti of white 
supreaucy. Uoder this ban¬ 
ner, groups such as the Heri- 
Uge Front denounce 
women's rights, non-white 
immigratiofi, lesbian & gay 
rights, Native land rights 

and edaeational cuniculnm which Rrosses anri-ndsm ot 
tells thchlsUny of Nazi Getmany and the Holocaust- all 
of which in their minds adds tip taw conspiracy to destroy 
the white race. Like theNAAWP, the Front hides the 
bUtamly nciA and and-SemMe rhetoric of the past be¬ 
hind nntt igainst immigiaucxi laws, crime, lesbian & giy 
righu, afflimative icrion, perceived anaeks on (their} 
free s p e ec h, aoti-iicifix. ezn. in hopes of appealing to 
eustmg prejudjccf m white Canadian sodety, 

TheHeiiuge From runs a telephone buelbe whidi 
is used to broadcast vcibal attacks agamsi the cammmu- 
det which don*t fu into their world vision * sommnnitiei 
which in tcalny represonjufi about aU of tn. li iJ» play I 
an eitential roU in recaumneoi u the inMa] public oon- 
taetpoint forunafiUiated mdm and fudm in the region. 
The Heritage Front also pobtiih a monthly magaane 
called -UpCpoEU 'ultich cairies ajtidei by both Rnni 
memben and fascist organizarions in ihe U.Su and Ba^ 
rop&Itevenboastsireguluoahimn by David Dnke.The 
Enroot holds several iceaxi nUiei a year often feaenring 
piomineut KKK. and peo-nazi leaders and Holocanst 
deniers finin iheD,S. ^ Europe, (Ibe meetingt mnot 
advenited for fear of amaisbeintl-ncus le^oese, such 
as that orgsnized by ARA in November 1992 whi^ xhoi 
down a gathering,} 

Despite their claims of merely seeking “free 
speech" and ''opar debate", Ihc Heritage Front has time 
and rime again revealed lU mie violent mmre, hi Jtme 
1993, three From mcmbcTi, mduding Droege lod his 
hfsebman Pete Mhrevski, were arreAjM on usaLh and 
weapons charges following tn anempted assault of and* 
ndsu. (An aoempt which son several fascisu to hospi- 
UL) The other Fr^ tnonber arrested, Quis Newliook, 
has already been convicted and ii now serving a 12 
month tcnienoe- Another Front diebaid, Eliite Hitegan, 
11 fidng charges of distriboiizig hate matoUl Uzgering 
the Black coaununity, 

Droege himself hu already done prison tune in the 
IJ,S. for his radst aettvitiei, including three years for hii 
partintnanemptednco-ntzjannedmvuiooofthe Islaxid 
of Dominica, which wu inisodod to csiabliih 1 base for 
The iniEmaiiooal fisdrt mevemenL One of Dtoege'i 
lesponsibilities alter the tnvuion was to have been run¬ 
ning a coeai&e proocaring piam, 

Tbe flip side to the Heritage Front' i “soft" image is 
Ihe Chtu^dL of the Croator (COTC), pcrbips the moA 
violent neo-nizi organization in North America, The 
COTC hai chapten tn the U.S,, Canada, Europe and 
South Africa and is known for panmililaiy mining and 


using violem attarkt ai pan of its efifons lo make Ehe earth 
a "wbites-only" planes. 

The "church" pan of ihe orgamzationii based upon 
[he teacfaingi of the mlllioiuire radst and one t rn vfr On¬ 
tario-rorideni, Ben Klasien (who took the Hitler-ihmg 
full drek in August 1993 by ooimmciiTig mldde), Klts- 
ten Wrote the “White Man's Bible" which serves as the 
ideolc^icairipiritual" buu for CX>TC U provides i 
“rcligiooi" excuse for their violcnee md hatred by tach- 
mg that white people alone are made in the image of god 

and that all other nces (of “mod tiees" u tbcy call them) 

are inferior. 

The Toronto OOTC is the orgamztdon'i 
i^irescaiarive iq Canada and 

Hamihoa area have 
tiona] leadenhipaad 

RaHoWa (dsort for Ractil Holy War), is bued hero. 
RaHoWa usd other CX^TClxndi aieciaeUl iiifbndrais- 
mg f« their vlolcM raeiil activitros and b reemriring 
yocmg people and sMnheadi a ftonntrooperi. The ooa- 
cens pomp t^ diebonehead fans with violost baued and 
"sieg hells", often resulring m usaolu emthepoUie after 
Ihe sbowi Id QQt In Jtme 1993, Heritege Front £^ead 
Juoo Hoolant biuuUy tssiulied • Tamil man after a 
RaHoWa gig, Leaving the man pairially paralysed. 

Local OOTC bou arid RiHoWa “sbger" George 
Biudi <aka Rev. Eric Hawthorne} lecantfy helped fonod 
aDetroii-based record label called Resi stance Records to 
make and disiribcte neo-nazi recoidingi across North 
America and Huropn The label's flm release is ■ 
RaHoWa compact disc entitled “Dedanrioa of War^. 

T^e Torooio COTC also bouts a Security Legion 
(or "White Bereti'Tt * group of iVrnhMdT tnin b 
manial arts and weapons and provide seotriiy formaE^ 
Ddo-nazj events m Ihe d^, Toronto media recently iden¬ 
tified Eric Flscbcr, a fotmer sergeant in die Cmadiin 
Aiiboine Regiment, u the leader and traiDei of * hi* 
Secoriiy Legion. Eric, along with his brother a:^ fellow 
Secaiiry Legions meiriber, Elkar (another Airborne vet¬ 
eran), were arrested during the summer of 1993 with a 
third COTC bonebead for kidnapping a Heritage Front 
member, uunlting hmij ud ihreaxening to kOl hint by 
mjeotag hini with window deancr. Another Security 
Legkmi monber, Richard Manley, wu recently ten- 
lenoed to nine mouthi in priion for illegal poiscsston of 
weapons and ammuniiioEL (He'i another Airborne vti* 
crucu, coinddence???) 

The fact that the HF and COTC apparently use 
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diffeteffl mcCbodi ioci pot rcfleci A tpUt boi til ittoiipt; to 
bmld i bn>Ad lonaiag aQ mAono-of potestitl 

reamts^ from olderbigoU to yocm^ermlUtAius. Kot only 
do AQdDroegeutoeiMeopaily,betBDtiii li oftea 
A pnxmaett fiftue it Hsiuco Booi nUki, vbcre he 
either rpoAkt or p^ofou with Mi heod ia April 1993* 
Buidi appOAnd wiih Dmge ai is Oittwi pnAi confer¬ 
ence inaoQ&dbg the litmcii of the Hfril ag t Prost'A 
OoAwt dupcer* ii*« wppma. ibit Bmdi (wbo was at- 
lecicd for the May 1993 assaxilt of to Octawi nni-Tidft) 
if eOTecnvely the onmber two man id the HP* 

Ihe Heritage Frind lUo act* ii a frooi for 
movement. AiapahLicorfimzaricm^tinlihEthe tecrerive 
OOT^ the KcrilAge Fnmt ia a comacf point for oewly 
mittued radiu aad faidiu who can later be directed 
towaidi owreTwletg gioap*. 

The primaiy Tccmitmg gtonpd for both tboae or- 
t tnlr a rim t ii yotxm white people. Ii if &om these noJta 
ihtt the fAieUts, AS they have done in Eoiope, hope lo 
dnw thdr nonntioopen* tn tMs cfToit, loal hi^ 
lefaoolt have beoocne one of the major political b«ule 
gibUDdi of the 1990i. 

OnTbePrcnrl 

Asli*RAdft Action (ARA) 
foimedintheFA!] of i99ZtooTgmize 
i meet level preaeaeeio oppose the 
growth of the farcin movsssit m 
Toronto- The primary unpduu came 
from yoim| people* many of them 
high icKool itudectt. iWr TT^*m 
objecUvei were to oppose the doo- 
aari preaeace m both the poUtIcal mad 
lodal Atoua* The fonner was lotaite 
place m the high adbools, wfaeie the 
Heritage From were and are actively 
reemiimg yoemg people The lancr 
wmi to coafmnt them m debt, ban 
lad oihci locial arenas wb»e akni- 
heads and neo^nasa baztdi were be^ 
gmnigg 10 bmld a prtteaae and lo 
physically aobcIc people of ooloor* 
mEi-ncifU and panhs* 

While the focoi wai dearly m 
youth otganiring, ARA also les 
about to expleie new tad creative 

methoda of erg tihj ng ^^4 lo 
the booDdaries of the tnditiODal 
fomu of proton in Toronto. Tbo 
yoong Acdvisu uw the twed to duUenge wliat they saw 
at depreaung* ditanpowenog* and nhimatelj otelTec- 
live modes of protest whidtthe lefthufallea imo* ARA 
aimed to move away from boring pickeu m boot of 
facdeH bmldinp and tfinead boald a mititMf level 

movemcaLto fight grusioots fasdim whidi wenid ai the 
fame tune work in ooalirion widi other ffoqpa mmtml 
broader is toes. 

Along with the oiiiqoe of die moIxtizatioQ nm^ 
gies of the kft, ARA alto incorpontes an mhemsi chal¬ 
lenge to traditional political dogmas* EKnmsicf okl>ityb 
ideoiogkai restricriODi kd lo the crearion of a politicai 
penpereive which* in esioice. borrows from iIk best of 
many traditkms. Bmiaflt from «iaTchi*ni^ ¥n ji 1. 1 jjn th e 
Genoan AntonomaL* Hm Kadooi organiziDg* and 
popolai otlnire are synda^ized within ARA to cieaie a 
pol itical perspective wlu eh speaks to the people involve 
and aUowt the group to look beyond the ooitsQainii of 

one ireditioa to aoempt lo creaie a new way of 
working politically. 

A cemnl demoxt to the ovmvll ARA approach is 
the cuitivitioa of aa nd-ndstteti-fasdA odoatercnl- 
ture. This has proceeded primarily through the organlx- 
ing of regolar Rock Agamst Racum conocru aod also 
weekend panits, u weil ai the cse«ioci of an ARA 
‘'style" The group also actively emulates botlccii and T* 
shirts [the g roup't mono U ^On The ProwT and their logo 
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ii • tiscT letpmgoa * rwanilui]. ARA hu rrcogniioj tlut 
ooc of the main aoracrioiu which the narii have for 
yocmg posple is the senje of bodi lebdlitmanesi and 
roimmuntty which roch organlaadoEU pmridc- Tbe nazis 
c«ital&Iy icoognuc tMi dyruoMc* which ii why they hav e 
put so much effort imo developtog nocKiuri bands ai 
Tecmhmg tastromema. ARA realixes that if it is lo be 
efreodvepoUUeaHy* ttalso hai to be^^ip"* 

Pew young people are attneted to fascist organiza- 
rions ontbebisisofi^logy aiooe. Mottareanraaedio 
the cnltutai inftw Bret* throagh the nsuio,- paitict-, or 
fricodi and ohlyiAter dnwn into the mov ement md its 
ideas* Ratber than ignore dui reality* ARA has aoivdy 
sought to promote a compelling* vibmoi* and fun. culture 
of resisUDce to atmet young peopie reid provide an 
aliesnathfe to thenazia* Atihc same rime, the providing of 
an active social dement to a polirieal oiganizarion helps 
not only to keep acsiviiu and othen inicrested btn ilio 
proridci afonm ferpeoplero build tip tbefrio^dsh^ vod 
mifi ntcessaiy for effective political work. 

ARA dcinoDstiatiocu have been more tnOiUDi and 
ocnfajHgtariooil tlnn hat tradMouaHy been the case in 
Toiomo* Tbe ermi have coosiitemiy dnwn large 



THE NAZI FRONT 


On January 25 neonari hate groups will rnaroh 
on a Humn Rights hearing to intiniidats and 
silence those who ^>eakout 
ry*r*ifi! r^ ag^et racism and hatred. 
intvntoZto Anlkadstswil gather at the 
Hnmitghttcai^ soutfi end of Quo^'s PafXat 

8:15 am to march on the ooiEts and confront 
TorontgTs fasdsf movemenL - 



NO to racism, NO tofascism, NEVER AGAIN 


Donben and thowatsoiplieR of anger and a wiHiogDess 
to mod the f asoisi fice-to-f ice ha ve both iminudaied the 
neo-naai whOe attrecring the asenrioD of Ihe police md 
ilie press. 

For example* a large and deurmiood dcmoQstmi 00 
in November 1992 outside a "seOTi* Heritage Front 
meding 11 the Roma RemirBDi ciused the police to shut 
the xneeUDg down. Angtynazis were forced to Oeo under 
pcatice proMfoe vriiOe ai the same rime tiymg*to avoid 
the hall of eggs thrown at them by the d^ponsmtorE. 

A JtiAiary 25, 1993 demonsimioit called outside a 
Totonto oouitbmse wu lu bo a pivotal momcm in shap- 
mg tbe orgaiuxaLtioii* Tbe Canadian Human Rights 
CommiifioD has been In tbe proccu of hearing a com- 
phint hroDghi fay tbe Native Cmadim Centre «f Toruoto 
acnnit the ! 7 otit*i teleph^ie faodiae. Aa annooDoed 
faacutuLiicfaoaibe coortboose in support of ihc Heritage 
FrcDt was met by an ARA demonstrariun of over 5^ 
people who blocked the main doon to the bailding- 

Raihef than uke the small eoaringent of naai inio 
the courthouse through the back door, ihe police instead 
chose to charge tbe anri-radsti from two tide*. Mourned 
potioe rode btto ihe front hue of the danonnmioa. 
tnmpling people bqcI wbadactg ibsn with riding crops, 
while offteen on foot mibed hiLo one aide* kiddng and 
pouching snti-ndsti ai they did to. The "reason'' for the 
attack was to move tbe ARA demcffirtiaiioD to allow the 


atii j to walk pan and inio the front doors of the court* 

SeveraJ demonstmon required brief hospiializnjon* 
During ihe roedit drom which follow^* both Po¬ 
lice Quef William McConstack md Metro Police Serv¬ 
ices Board chair Smia Eng admitted in tfaeptMt the the 
reaion the naxii were not taken in ihroogh oneof thefour 
alttmaiive enmnees was because Droege ^ 

be Lakoi in the main doort (whidi raises ibe qnestioi] of 
who 11 actually giving the order for police to attack aoii* 
radsu?). 

_ ' Iniide the courtroom itself, police coQrinuied their 
aoacki by astiiiliiiig raOTberi of the American 
Movement who were laing as securi^ for Native Ccniie 
ttpresmutive, Rodney Bobiw^ AIM members were 
thrown to tbe floor by police a^ fainA^ifTrri after they 
nUervraed to protect 3 obi wash from an aisauk by Heri- 
ugc From tupportets* After the demoftiUatioo, two ARA 
membert were trreitod on ibcLr wiy bocne on bogus 
charges of asunlring police, one for ^kgedly throwing 
an egg the other for ipirting* (The two ntti-faKifts*oQeof 
whom was a minor at the rime of the inddeat* were cven- 
□ully convioed of lesser diaiges and icc«ivcd proba- 
riou). 

The penoni targeted for arreji 
ire iignificanL Both were on thefoom 
line of the demoGStraiioa and played 
aedve roles is tepclling the hone 
charge* and one was also the final 
public ARA speaker ai the demon- 
nimtion dispcntl pomt 

Despite the police anack and 
the arrertj* nton itw the demenstra- 
ticn as a huge sucoeii* Not only did 
anri-radsts outnumber the naai by 
more than ten to one, but the toadc 
eleariy revealed on which side the 
police stood. Tbe afteniuilh of the 
22th alio revealed on which side 
other and-raeift oigxmzatkHU fall m 
a crisis, 

Qa January 27ih* both the Hu- 
man Rights League of B'nii Briib 
and the Canadian Jewish Congresi 
dciiottDced the demonstradon in tbe 
media* Karen Mock, narional ipokei- 
person for B’nai Brith* accused ARA 
of "jumpiitg on i haodwagon and us¬ 
ing iht i high profil e ami-racist ioitla- 
rive 10 attempt to create disorder and 
take the law ia ihcii own handi." 

Gerdi Frieherg of the CJC stated ihai ^e Cana¬ 
dian Jewish Congrest does not support these kind of 
actions*" It was clear to some that the lelf-scrring media 
ploy by B*nai Briih and CIC was imeoded more to 
loUdhy and justify ibdr own dose woridng rdatlonshipi 
with police Jiibcrthan advance the anri-iadst movemenL 

Indttd, recent re V datioDs in the of Attti-Defamati oa 

League (B'uai 5ritfa*i US. counterpan) ooUabontion 
with the San Frandsoo Police Depiitioeat ui spying on 
progressive and leftSsi oigaaizarioiii should certainly 
make commined noti-racisu in Torooto waiy of that 
orginisation's true political goals. 

The dmunditkro by these orgazLizarions was also 
tignlEcant in that it played (hreoly to the police and 
media propaganda litie of separating "leg itf mite" anti- 
racist groups from 'BlegiUmtte''ones* thereby hoping to 
criminal Lze ARA and justify unprovoked poUee violence 
against ihe demonsuation. However, much of that it- 
temft was derailed in the community* if not in the press 
EUcIf, by tbe fad; that such "legiumate" groups as The, 
Native Canidisn Centre and the Momreal-baied Cana¬ 
dian Gentrtoa Radon and Prejudice (as weU ai represca- 
tadves from the Black communiry, womaa*! movement, 
and labour movement) supported ARA ootnplctely and 
puMicly denounced ibe police's loions* 

Although ARA oonrisued to organize a^ons fol- 
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lowing (be Juimiry 25th police KVimr\ including demon- 
nntioni tgtiiui locd ichool Paul Fromm, who 

bu been loive in the Toronto fir-RigM for the p*ft 25 
yftiri^ iLe neit inijor Client dJdn 01 ocon: until June llih* 


Beblnd The Front 

the Hcniige Front end the Oiurch of the 
Cnttie r m i niT i m publicly tbit they irt not viol cni groupi 
but ere merely interwted in open debete on the iiiuci. 
their bduviouf to due rcvctlr quite the oppoiiie. In 
rtspodit to co mmimi ty ietionon numy leveli egakut the 
HF tod COTC, the nuii luve ilowiy been vvaging m 
tiCileling terror CKnpejga againrt inii-radrti. TtiJ 
camptigi] hii primari])' manifested iuclf in panemt of 
harestmeniand mU m idatioD, buthai leGcni^ moved into 
violent pfayiictl 

The tampaigo began in the faU of 1992. On the 
night of Novembef 2Sch,iiadt painted twaitikas outside 
tevorelpronuDeniany-TicUtiargeij in Tofomo including 
the Nitive Canadian Centre and i socialist bookstore^ 
Other t^cti hk at that same tmie which were not men¬ 
tioned in media reports were KYTES, a comniu&i^ 
them and eropIoymcDl centre in Kaimgton Market 
which at that time wai serving as ARA'a regular meeting 
place, « well u tile home of an A3U member. 

This was followed quite quidtiy by a campaign of 
haruiing and later threaiening phone caUi to tome ARA 
mmnberia While seven] people received calls, the faj- 
cisii diosc to cxmcaitreie their effons against women* 
'Hui largding of womm hu been their paaeni since that 
time, an obvious reilecnofi of their i r ^Kren t misogyny^ 
While men have received calls, the haresamtait for the 
moa panhai not been of the same violent intemity as that 
agiinrt women aiwihaiDoici^itrnued pasta period of two 
weeks. 


One woman was also targeted physically for nir- 
vcillancc, and the nizit placed people in qn outside her 
home to foUow her and tnde her inovancnLs, who she 
wiih, Anoiher woM was ihc ful^ ttt of 1 redit 

flyer oo nt a intn g art i rki igainsf the Black communiiy 

whik Mstmg her name, address, aiai fibone number as the 
eeouapmon for the &£itioas white nqiremtcifi group 

which cLatmed intborih^ of the flyer. The intention was 
to give the false tmpreasioa that the and-ncist acitvut 
was a nan and thereby sabjea her to haf atmaji^ from 
membeis of the comsuzuty. 

Ibei* a n a cki aooa escalauJ &om miiniidatjoo 

ttcdca to physical auaoh and aiioii. l>uing the spring a 

oi lemof was waged agamst Yomhlink, two 
iheftoiforyonng womoi. Earfy in 1993 a HemagcFrenl 
mmnberwho was ■ rendatt of ihe shekel was cgecied by 

ibc staff for ImimktatTn t other residents by wearing nari 
par arh r m i hi andbrinppg repu tmhri^ririi into The shel¬ 
ter. 


Thenazu rtspODded to thuby Umid^ 

k^bophohit attacks agamst Yoathliiik naff on ifacirhot^ 
Gne. A can^gn of tiuozenmg phone calls and physical 
Rwesliancc of staff caioedwhi^evaicuaOy 
in ID arson attack igaiac one of the shelter* m Tat#- 
A staff monber was also aisaoltcd in her home by 
ri rtnhe a da , During that same period, a of the 

Black Aokm Defcoce Commlnee (the mam Tonmto 
gnK^ or gan irin g againsi police rerism and violaice) 
was a narked by five nazis one evening aheikavbg the 
BADCoSceu 


^ In oor analytil. tint slow and delibenre escalation 
of vkil^cc is not haphazard but calculated. The slow 
cscalaiioD. has two ide ntifi i b le goals for the movcmcDi. 
the fffit» to tofi the response of police- The narii need 
to see how far they eas pmb thiogi before feeling pres- 
wie fiom law coforcrareaL Thus fir, the fasdsu have 
recelvedlinleOrDomterestfrompolicclnreganisto these 
a fl a ck i r , The Heritage Fimi is also ^rTtfng the resolve of 
anri-radst foreci, again to we what the response will be 
from the iefL Unfommuely, ipaA from i few significant 
solidarity IkJci being made betwefii and-redsl and other 


REACT TO FAS. 


®T ATTACKS 


SHUT 'EM DOWN 


For 

corttjffMwa thrs.i* u> 

JUME IT, 1993 ^WE FIGHT BACK. 

at John Innes CommunrW 
SherboMrne and Qijwwn St*. 

Friday 7:00 pm ehairp 
to march on a Nazi 
centra of operation 
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consDunity organizations, the rc- 
aponse his similaHy been quid. 

The second goal for the fas* 
eiiu is simply pncilct We know 
that the nazis engage Ed various 
fonni of physIciJ and paramiJjury 
training both in the Totomo area 
and with comacti in the U*S, Thii 
flow escaJitlon is at Lowing their 
stoimtroopcn lojjui their iraining 
into practice in mcreaiingly violent 
fCttiarios. This again allows tbe 
fiidiu to tost their own captbili* 
ties and the eonunltmeni of differ* 
eot individualt. while also leaming 
and prepaiiag for what they sec as 
the soon to begin Racial Holy War. 

Ai the summer grew doses, the 
nisi began to dramiiically in¬ 
crease ihe level of violeocc. As 
mentioned earlier, in April the 
Heriuge Frooi irtnouncod the for¬ 
mation of an Ottawa diipier. The 
inaugurei event of the Ottawa HF 
was to be * **Rock for RaciiMsm" 
concert to be held on May 29th 
featuring Canadian Neo-nari 
bands RiHoWa and Aryan, 

Aatl-raciats in Oiiawi 
quickly began to mobllLze against 
tile proposed concert, evemaally 
forming a coalition among varioos 
groups* ARA was invited to send a 
delegation from TotoDio, and tboui 50 anti-f isci sts made 
the trip by Ini, Despite gathering a crowd of 600 to 
cofifroni thenarii, the liberetism and coiliboritioo with 
police on tire part of scmie of the coalition organizers 
plagued the icticm from the start [the specifics of which 
are discussed later). This conflitt becwcco liberal and 
militant dc r n m ti tmong the dcmonstraiors eveniDally 
led to a sittutton where many of the people wanting to 
confroDt the nasa and close down the coneart were 
abandoned by the demo oiganizeri, resulting in violent 
aaacfci on the few local aiui-ftcisti left behind at the 
icen& Sunheads brotiUy beat several demonstritort, 
hospi t a lirin g half i dozen. The bundred nizii present 
then marched on tbe Canadian Parliament building 
where leader Droege aaDounced to the “leig heiling*' 
crowd tint one day there buildings would be theirs. 

The Heritage FrcKii and COTC clearly saw tbe 
events of May 29Th as a victoiy whldi provided a major 
boost to ihur moreJe, They crowed about their victory in 
Ottawa over their hotline ford^s and there was i marked 
increare in violmi nw-nia mcki in Toronto, paiticu- 
larly directed against the Tacul commuiuty* The we^ 
following Ottawa, a HeriUge Front aksnhcii named 
JaaoQ Hoolans btutally beat a Tamil roan ou^idt a 
Toronto restaotinl, resulting in the man *i being hospital¬ 
ized'and pwtiaUy parelysed. Hoolani was on hil way 
borne from a RaHoWa gig m thcnorih of the ciiy when the 
attack occuired. 

Shut *£m Down 

It was m this eoniext of increasing violence and 
displays of bravado by the neo-narii that ARA*i next 
action took place. A demonstration wai called for June 
11th to march on a neo-nazi cenire of operatiotu. The 
actual destination of the dsno was unknown except to a 
few ARA organizeri. The rattonaJe for the secret dettina- 
tion was a tactical one - if ARA aitoounced the exact 
destmition, the dononAreion would most llkdy en¬ 
counter not only a sizeable and armed contir|eni of 
skinheads tan also in even more sizeable and better 
aimed coniingent of police. Rather than tangle with cops 
on horseback again* ARA chose i diffcroit strategy. 

Organ!zeri chose as the meeting place i cornmu- 


centre only four blocks loitth of the home of pronti- 
nentnazi publisher Ernst Zundd-Zundel'i home is ■ well 
know^ location m Ihe city and, a* one of the mam 
sup^ncia of hale mricrial inieinaticatally, hii hcmeAif- 
fice ii of major sigtificairoe to both fasclsu aod mi- 
fasciste. Because of the location of the meeting place, 
dozen j of police gathered outside Zondel’s home (which 
had been covered in plastic by tti owner to protect it from 
thecipe^ ooslaiighicf eggs and paint bombs.) Fifty or 
more skinheads were tiro ppeseal to *"defcQd ^undd's 
boure" from anti-fisdst attack - an attack which never 
roatenaJlzed whttw lo the aurpri le and outrage of the cops 
and Dtris, Ihe ARA demonsirttion piled onto streetcars 
and headed east to the home of Gary Sdiipper - ibc Voice 
of Che Heritage Front hateline. 

As the phalanx of 300 deroonstnioii marched up 
(he residemial street, ARA minhtJs passed oui infoima- 
tion flyers to the paiticiptnu identifymg the itilJ secret 
itto and the feasoot for the action. Other ARA people 
weirt door-to-door to pass out timilar flyen containing 
Schipper’s photo and address to the raaidcnti of tbe 
largely iramigmii ndghbor'rbood and explain to them 
the mtotiiocLi of the demoimntion* 

After reachmg ihe touie, with eggs flying throu^ 
the air, a dozen or more demonsitaton expressed th eir 
omrege in a more direci fishitm by mshing the houic and 
imaihjDg windows. After the direct action was over, and 
che tpee^es had been ccenpletedt, ihe deroonsintioet 
withdrew from the neighbouihood. In one instant, the 
fight had been taken right to the narii* door in a way that 
had not occurred anywhere else in Canada. The anpliga- 
tiona for the fascists were clear* weknew who they were, 

weknewtbcirfacei.weknew wherethey lived and where 

they met, and we would not be intintidated by their 
violence. 

A conteoUed express ion of Gominuniiy anger had 
beoj accomplished, one which made that anger and 
reroivc clear in i direa and militant fashion, yet one to 
controlled and discipUned on the part of demonstrators 
that no oihtT residenu' property was damaged. No 
parked can were touched, no other homes were touched, 
no gardens were trampled - only one building wn the 
tergci, and that target was IdEntifieid and dealt with* 
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Becanse the 7nnAf\ bluff wu »o effective;, do nazit weie 
them ijid lo few copi ihai ibe dcmcmitraton were il- 
bwed to micr ud IcAvt ihe ceighbouibood without 
tficidcm (Except for HeiiLige Fnsit leader Wolfgxng 
Drocge ippetnaj in Mi cir with 5 ikmhcadi to veibtUy 
thrriTrm demoaonton waiting to dif|%ne ifterwardi. 
Mr, Drocge received i nntihed wiudihitld for M* cfiforti 
ind hi* imi]) gang quickly ipcd away.) 

Late ihM evoujig - in l pooriy plumed and exe¬ 
cuted attempt at maliatioD - a gang of thirty ikinheads 
Aimed with batebdl ban coQvcfged on a popular d\h 
frequented ARA people and otber anii^raciits. The 
location was doiibty lignlTicani in that the dub itxeif had 
been 1 popular nmzi hang-out until they were driven out 
by local anti-ridit* a few month* aHier, 

Etespite being omnunibcred three to one, 
the few aiui-nciau prueni defsidcd ihem- 
selvea and diased the tkinheada ouh Several 
naat, induding leader Ihoege, were beaten and 
hospiu] ized Dreegc was later to be airtated and 
charged with aggtaviled aaaautt on one of two 
anti-radrts terioaity injured. Also arrestsd that 
night was another Heriuge Frani leader namod 
Pete Mitrevxld and a iktnheid naroed Chrii 
Newbodlc Ncwijoofc has since been convicted 
of aaaauiting police nd posieattoti of a danger¬ 
ous weapon (a btsebtJI bat with "5S" carved 
into il) and wia aentasced lo twelve month*. 

The response to the event* of June 11th 
was swift frum aU dlreoioiti. The media, u 
could be expeoed, had a field day condaming 
ARA as icreorista adopting the same ticdcs as 
the fascists, etc, etc. However, what separated 
this tedoo from Itautty 25tM ti least m the 
meefia, wa* thatno i»n-govenuaeQUd anta-ric- 
ist orga&iutioQ dared publicly denounce ARA 
or ibeJuiic UbacdoiLWkdle this did not nop 
variotai cohnmasta frotn va!idng tbe| f mis- 
placed moral ooirage for several weeks follow- 
ing the demo, it did make the eriiiciimf ring 
quite hollow when evoi [he mon coaservacive 
of Bzoi-racm groups vodd not jom the report 
cn"' omade. 

A sampling of the public comments by 
other anti-Tadn* went: 

'Rzreeme. Ju#jiurri/u^ * Dudley Laws, Blade 
ActkHi Defense CommiTTi»e 


The prchlem if,.. tAe polke and th§ affomey 
general# affict hav* nol h«ei* co-cpenar£ng.- 
They haven* t taedicj u/oridfi as a means lo step 
Azzewnongeriftg. Toung peepU.^ understanda* 
bly get very frustrated end wrongly take the law 
into their awn hands, i really hoid the peepU 
who are in the ppsitiancf&t^herity respens^le 
at Uiis potflS beeamt they have chosen to do 
nothing [about haU crimes}^ - BeiukFarbef, 
Canadian Jewish Congress 


Vfthe r^fylng ^for aU enti-^adsts U ^rver Agflii“ 
then no one is pressing thisat the momentary more than 
aethdsi groups such esARAJf Canadian governmental 
avthority proves to be as incapable in sremnung ra^diy 
mptrmted crime and fascist poUsieal organamion as the 
Germut g&nmments of the 30s and today, then ihe 
urahinJtable restogence cf organked Naziism may be 
iiiarally at ota doorstep. The w^ortunatt excesses of the 
June J i rally may be cnuie/orsome concern, but it does 
not begintocoTT^fore inslgnifrcanee or gravity wth suck 

an eventuoiity^ * RogerHoUioder, Metro CoutidElor 

*7r Lf fiw Heritage Front, Church cfthe Creator and other 
rocirf grentps 0^ have currred ona violent campaign of 
iniimi^iion over ihi last several morahs - oil the whUe 
proclaiming their virtue^^.Anti^racists are responding to 
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a wave of violence created by racists. While the merits 
and demerits ofproperty damage can be debatedt k is far 
from the deadly and physka! vioUnce of the Froru” - 
Rodney Boblwasb , K1 an busters 

It wss mtcresiing in that the mott vociferous oppo¬ 
sition and dejiujiciation of ARA aftci June 11th came 
from more progre*iivc sqcIqti of ibt community, mainly 
revolving (whether admined or not) trmmd the question 
of miliLancy. * ' _ 

IMi kind of criticism is an tmfommaie mdition of 
the North Americui left. It seems that all too many are 
comfoitible in suppomng miliiancy everywhere but 
ttiti: own backyards. This tmdency wai ccnainly obvi¬ 
ous in the response of the left to rhe development of 
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ZERO TOLERANCE FOR FASCtSTE 

DENY AMY SPACE FOR THEU IN TORONTO 


armed oiginitationt in the U,5, tnd Canadi durittg the 
1970* and 1980a. (See Ward ChurehiU'l eaiay “PadfiHn 
as Pathology" in Tsrae* in Radical Therapy for an excel¬ 
lent analysii of this pbenomcuon.) Indeed, it teems pa- 
thetic cofTunemary on the Canidito left (and on the level 
of setfpolicing done by Cuiaditn progresitve move^ 
metns) that a bit of egg throwing and a few broken 
windows are seat ai aoi of violence. As was said lo one 
ARA criuc by a South Aiian comnde, "It's only wiibin 
the confines set by the white Canadian left that June ilib 
can be seen as a violent dcmonsuatitHi" 

The unfortunate fact is that for moxt leftiiu in 
Canada, demonstrations hive become lodal evmu. 
They are forumi for people to couk together, meet their 
friends, chat while tbe speeches are going cei and then 
leave in groups for the nearest bar after (and often before) 
the dano has finished. hAKA’i dcmonstriiioni ooa- 
idously cballmge this oottiforublc norm by being ac¬ 


tively confroDtationtl. 

ARA recognizes that doing intl-fatcirt work if 
unlike most other political struggles in tbe Canadian « 
context (ouiiide of Native Territory) in that there ir a very 
real eiemon of physical retaliation - in this case by nazia. 
Rather than choose the easy path of staging irrelevani 
picket lines whidi present no threat to fasdit or£ani2dng, 
ARA chooses to take the fight right to tbe nazii - m tbe 
icbooU, in nazi locializing places, at their meetings, at 
their home*. Because of this slialcgy, ARA demonstra- 
tiont cannot be locial evenl* because of the need for tbe 
security. 

Unlike any otho- organizations tn the city, ARA 
demonsiraioji march in rwilt* with their anni linked to 
help iirengthen the formation and ensure that there are no 
people left isclaicd and vulnerable - m police .. 
iniimidatioa, arrest, nazi attack, or fascist m- 
veillance. ARA also take* i defensive 
manhaliing ttraegy. While most Caaadian 
demoASlralion* have marshals in place to pro¬ 
tect property from demonstraton so that their ^ 
cause il not *diicredited" by the aoiont of 
iome “unruly elements", ARA'i marshall are 
there 10 protMi ihe body of the dcmonstratioii 
againsL aoick - whether that come* from the ^ 
nazjs or police. The mirehals are also there to 
prevent surveillanoe from fascists (who, as 
elsewhere, like to show up and videotape end 
photograph anti-raci sis). 

Some critics denounced ARA for allow- 
tng tud) expresaldiu of militancy to occur aiall 
- for not bolding back acd vi m who fd t the need 
to take more direct forms of actiem. In a comma- 
suty statement issued by ARA to respond to~ 
iudt critiques it wii staled^ 


^During ihe demonstratlont some antl-racssi 
protestors struck hack against Gary SclUpper- 
and the Htriiag e Front. Faint bombs and rocks 
wert thrown at his residence and 'windows 
vvere broken. Alihough these acts of vand^ism 
were not planned by AFA, our gcoup allows^ 
people to espress their anger against fasciim 
and white supremacy as they see fit. We do nnf 
pcdice anti-racists.'' 


In the aftennatb of tbe demonnntkm,'” 
four loU-raciit* were airested on charge* of 
mls^ef to pfOpcity and disguising with tbe 
mteation of co mmitting an Indicujje offense. 
Tbe arresu of the four did not occur on the utt- 
of the demonslrauoD but happened arbitranly 
over the cnjulng two weeks. Doe woman wu 
tirested: at a local radio itaiion after lepje seov 

ing ARA on a Call-in show. Two other* were_ 

picked-up while attending a fubtequent anti- 
racin dononstration. Despite bdug tfmiedoa 
dii^erent dates and b different pans of the diy 
all four were picked ip by the lame two mdercovci 
officer*, mdicaiing i coordbated police effort to i denrify 
and target ARA activtru. 

The bait condidoni imposed oq the fear were 
clearly politically motivated and imended to cunail ibeL' 
anti-ncift activitm. The bM al condiriom (mo ft of wMct^ 
have tmee been changed through legal challenge*} m- 
ebded non-aiaocUriOB with other inemben of ARA! 
barring from attendance at ARA or other anti-radi 
mcedngi; and barring from attendance at any demoosira 
tion in the entire province of Ontario. These conditioDS 
are more resirictive than those given to Heritage Front 
and COTC memben charged with aggravated usauli 
foTtible coniinemeni and weapons offense*. 

The acUoQ agaioA Schipper'i home on June lltir 
occurred at a direct response to an escalation of fasdtt 
violence and public organiring. Ai ruch, the leuon inr 
ceeded b accomplishing several gcalt, bo6 through sh 
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licmo iLfclf md the rtfulting luii Ucticil mifUke mide in 
TCtpoTLie - RAmely the mui Aiuult tgiinct 

people Lai er tbit evening. The uuuli itiempt felled 
miienbj y on two level 1) the f were bumilieted In 
their atianpt to boost morale and look tough after bemg 
fooled by a clu ilc *"15111 and iwitch" and 2) it lesulted in 
the vresta of two key Front leaden. The main tffnriti of 
the day'* evenu wai to force the nazii to turn their 
organi&ng inwaid rmiher than toward* expuuion. 
Pliimed nmuner recruiting drivei were put on hold due 
to the legal rejLnctioni placed on icme of their key 
ictiviiu following their irteati. Funding for a planned 
national tuxnmer tour by RiHoWa the opeoing of a 
public o;^cc spice wai eaten up by bail costs and lawyer 
fees. 

Despite the critiques of some about June 11 th 
tlotii this rmgle cvem ind ill aitefmath was respocuible 
for the significant decrease in faedst activity md vio¬ 
lence during the past four monthi. 


Polking T|j€ Crisis? 

As alwayi^ the role of the police and the iniervea> 
lion of state agendes within a poUtica] struggle ir muhi- 
fautod and often d LfO cull to n egod ue both tniemiUy and 
exienully in the broader movemmt. This It no lest true 
in antl-fisdn organizing in Toronto, An amlyiii of the 
police approach to the movemaiis, both nctst and ami* 
racist, it esaeoutl to begin to develop effective stimtegiei. 

While the problem of police ioicifercDce in politi¬ 
cal organizing is not a new one. it must be understock that 


the police play apanicular dynamic within the context of 
anti-fascist work which is quite diffa^t than in other 
suugglei. Thii is because in other progresiive or radical 
movememi, the question of involving the police as a 
potoitlal *'aily'* within the nruggle ii aon^xistent. 
Whether itii organizing around such bsueaof initionioQ- 
■bzed racism, lexiim, and homophobia or donutidc and 
fuieigD policies of the Canadiin govemmenL, it b cleaiiy 
recognized that the police as m insiitotion play oe potoa^ 
dal positive role in advai>cing the came, 

Hiis 11 unfoiiunatcly not the ease with and-fascift 
orgKtizing. The aciiviues of oeo-iuua gtoups are fay 
definitioa violent, whether through iotual physical ai- 
licki or by the implied direat which tbeii pruenoc pres^ 
ents to those communities which have historically bisai 
targets of fascimL Their organizing also invotves tUegal 
■divities, from idaii vely minorsnddeats of vandalism to 
more seriona acts of violence ineladiflg atuulc, anoa, 
parionilitary traioiag and murder. Bocanse of this reaU^, 
many anu-nctsti see the polioc as an option against neo* 
saas. 

This double vision with reganis to ihcpolice u both 
pTofalenianc and dangerous. While most are quick to 
recognize police violence and direct hostility, at was 
deniMLitrated during the demoiutniio]i on Jaimaiy 25to 
(with the exception elcmtsii of the ‘'legitmuie'" and 
conservative anti-raciit movwnent), there remains a 
strong tread which looks towards legal ^remedies" for 
white fupremacy. Hus trend takes the fann not only of 
desires for stronger laws against hMc groupactivities. but 
in particular looking towards poHce for protection, 

Ihe willingncst to look to police ai a strategy 
usually fails along clear lines of lue lod claif. Cenainly 
those iadividaaii and oommunillei who have not uadi' 
lionally suffoed at the hands of police are more likdy to 
view them as •'ptotoaors" lather than opprtsson. Tbere- 
fore it has usttally been the anti-fmdft groups represent¬ 
ing tbeie privileged inicresti which have bem urging 
rmldcnii to call police when they eneciinilar ncisi activ¬ 
ity tn their commuoity. One Ontario govemment ami- 
netfin oiganizatioa has gone so far as to piibliah a 
pmphlet which argum the ^call police"* niategy while 
printing on the cover a photo of ARA's January 25th 
danonstratioa (without pemdiiioo, I might add) where 
motoitod police attacked ami-iadiu to protea noo-nazi t 

However, one need only look at the police's aoi- 
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mdcs and aciioru to date to ue quite dearly that they are 
much more tnterened in wurking and crimmalizing aml- 
raciru than they arciieo->uAzu. While the mounted police 
tnack agiinit ARA and pobce assault of AIM mcmberi 
on January 25th is the most blaiani example of thii. we 
can go further in revealing the clear pauem of police 
indifference to faseict acacks. 

The moft obvioui aspea of the police approach U 
the clear double-standard used In mvefUgatmg nazis and 
ambrtcisn. Tbe.poUce have detnoniirtted time and time 
again their desire to shelter Wolfgang Droege and the 
Hertlage Front u an orgaoizatioQ from the supposedly 
“rendora"* and "imconnected'' ioi of thdr lupporteii. hx 
the two mon viol ml incideoci to date, the 1992 bombing 
of the ToTODio Morgentalef sbonion clinic and the 1993 
firebombing of Yomhlink, the poba have allowed 
Droege'i dentals of HF mvolvemeot to stand at face 
value. 

In the Morgmitalcr case, neo-nazi graffrii stating 
"Peace, Love & White Power" along with the Heritage 
Front's telephme number was painted on a large wall 
dlieaJy across the street from the bombed dinic. Tbe 
gtaffrtj was done sometime faetweeo 1 K)0am and 4:00em 
(the approximate time of iht bUsi) ou the night of the 
bofnbmg, Tbe comKctioD to most would seem quiie 
clear. However, the media revealed that police investiga¬ 
tors interviewed Droege and esseoUiUy accepted hij 
claim that the Heritage Front was not involved. 

OvCT 1 year later, poUcc have util not made any 
trresu dcfphe admining is the press that the pcrpeinton 
were videouped by the dinic'i security tystetn. Cer¬ 
tainly the history of state and police atucki igainsi ttc 
left rtveali tbii a similar an of dicumstances invotving 
a right-wing or goverrunen! target would have resulted in 
mast repression. In that case, it seems that if Dioege were 
a Idtisi be would have been msweriag questions from t 
jail cell, assumed guilty until provoi isDOcenL In a 
itmilar manner, Drwge was allowed to shrug off ai^ 
mvolvemaa or responstbOity for toe anon attack it 
Yonthlinlf- While admitting to a Toronto tnagazme that 
the Heritage Front did wage a Icabophobk campaign 
against toe shelter on theirIroUiDe,he says that hit group 
bad Dohandm dot responsihili^fortoe attach Again this 
claim to be "unmvolved* has tpparatly been accepted 
by toe police, who are cboofing lo t^ie a months long, 
sophifticaied and oooTduutod campaign of baraitmuit 
and suivdliaDce of the shelter and tti employra. This 
cleariy was not toe wo* of a"looe not", and the poKce^i 
apparent readmexa to accept k as such u yet anotoer 
demonfiretkm of ibeii unwillingaess to go after toe fas- 
dsts as oigtnlxatimit but instead to indtvtdailize atiadu 
which are dearly coorthnated. Police bave 
even refused to fdlly investigate toe axsauMog 
of a Youihlink staffer by skmheads. ehoosini 
m swad todaige toe woman bcnclf for filing a 
false complaintl 

In cadi case, "invEsdgaron'^ seem un¬ 
willing or uninterested in nnoovering ooustoC- 
tioos and links to the Hmitge l^ni or otoer 
organizations, W prefer to operate on toe basis 
that toepeipetjuoris acted a tsoUtioo. Yet, at 
toe aaroe rinie as they sfarag off interest in tbe 
hienichy and oigamzuioual strucmic of toe 
Right, the police temn quite intertstod in Iden¬ 
tifying such areas m the snri-racism movemeoL 

In fao, msiead of being oommiasd to 
pros ecuting neo-nazi t, itbis hm the pauem to 
dale tbit toe police bave a much greater intoreit 
b investig aiing ARA. The pi aconaiL (and Uta* 
expulsion) of a known agemprovocateni early 
in toe OFganizacioei*s life was one mdicaijon of 
state intendioni towudi the group (a provo- 
cateor who now spends fads time spreading 
accusations of homophobia and queer-bathing 
agaiim ARA in sd atianpt to drive wedgu 
between toe group and toe lesbian and gay 


community, a community from which ARA has dnwu 
some of ill iitDiigeit pajiicipation and tupport). Subie- 
queni cvenu Involving the acttial prosecution oft high 
profile Heritage Front spokesperton hive been even 
more revealing. Hus case has dempostmed concretely 
that any move by ami-radtu to lay charges or 
reports to police merely opens the door for pobce mielll^ 
genoe gatoeringon tot organJzaiiou and iu membenblp. 

Eliise Hategan (aka Deicfaner) wat to face trial in 
Jonh 1993 on charges of inflammatory libel against a 
local anti-riciit and diiiribuiirig hale literature. [Editorial 
Note: Since toe WTiUng of this aitide Hitegan’i trial date 
had been moved to 93/11/24. At this time it was revealed 
that (he had'defccted from ihe HF, She ii now ptising 
iftfoimaiion about HF activities and atuckt to anu-recift 
g roups and police.] She wat being accused of di itrifauttng 
toe earlier mentioned racial flyer intended to point an antir 
radii loivtit as i nazi. biieresiingly, the police "'invesU- 
gition" of Hategan, as evidenced through their inter¬ 
views of otoer anil-racisu called as witnesses in ths ease, 
consisted primarily of police attempts to obuin the names 
of other anu-ricist aojvisu and trace struemref and 
chains of communicaLion wiihin themovemenL 

The cast itself provides an ideal cover for aych a 
ruse, for ii gives tot police lutooiity to subpotni anii- 
imciiti and interview them about their work while hiding 
such probing behind the facade of “prosecuting hate 
crimes". In fact, it i s the suspicion of many ihai the reucDi 
creailon of the much publicized "Hate Criroei Unit" 
within toe Metro Police ii in itself nothing more ihin & 
cover to gather mtelHgenee on the anii-recist movemeni. 

Hategart his been allowed to iisodaic with known 
memberi of the Heritage Front in direct contravention of 
her bail coDditions, In faa,in one incident she ^ipeaied 
at an ARA demonstmtion in i car with known leaden of 
toe Heritage Front and COTC. This situation was imme¬ 
diately noticed by Rodney Bobiwash of the Native 
Centre. Knowing that toe violation toould immediately 
result in her re-trrert and revocation of hail, he notified 
toe officer commanding the police presence at the dem- 
ooitmioa, who replied “I don't cue." This inddent 
speaks volumes to toe reluoance of the polios to truly 
prosecute ueo^nazit and to the Ulegitimacy of the police 
mvestigatiou agsinst Hatcgan. 


Tbe interviewing and subpoenaing of aoivists 
continuea despite that fact that Hitegan has ipptreotiy 
admitted to diftriboting the 



Pafic 7 













fly £f cad wU 1 prcmmibly puifuc i defence btjed on free¬ 
dom of ipeech. It is il»o lignificciit dutt by ullktg cai- 
ncinj u witneKa, utd thereby revuling their ideoiitiei 
te the court md lo the n* 7 it. the police tie Imowingly 
open^g these mdividueli for h^eitmenL The conjee- 
tot ii thti mch a decision ii cilcuUted to place theie 
mdivuluaJi ta jeopardy so that the police can 1) gather 
mielllgaice on the fasdsts by tuing the uti-ncifU &i 
**hait**, uid 2) hofb that Lndi vidua]! will turn to the pc lice 
for pioiociioii^ ibo^ creating an opportmity for further 
tntelligence gathering on the anti-racift movea^cot, 

Thcac lutpidoQi were rtinforued during the pre- 
uiil he a rin g in Ooober when Kaiegan^i atiomey croaa 
eumined of one of the anii-ndn witncsaei. Lawyer 
Hany Doan (who is defending most of the facing 
ebargea in the city) tpent most of hii time asldng qoea- 
ttoni about ARA^iorg afusang ^thi^n^mg* ofagtivim thMi * 
rtamea of thtorgam^en of ihc January 25tij sad Jraie 11th 
dcxnoDitntioaf, cic. While obviously imrelated to the 
charges agamst Kaiegan, the Crown proiecutor did ool 
objo^t to this line of quertiomng. The wtmeis wu unable 
to provide Doan with the mfotmitioa he wanted* 

Unforumaidy^ihe unwillingnesi of some to see oae 
of the police u being at ben a tacdcal decitioa in ceniia 
lituiriOn s rather than a parsiLil-type figuje to protect na 
from bullies is problematic and dingcrous^ Indeed^ 
people who wil] go to the police ouiof mist and lefonzusi 
be] iefi in the lytiem are dangerous for my ndical orgarti* 
raoon which cctistitines hsclf m oppostiion to that very 
lynezn. These aie oftm the people who will, perfupt 
uswiitingly, do the job of the police by spealdng openly 
about membenhip and ftniegiet m some misguided 
sense that the police, while probloDihc on lome levds, 
are tUte* againn ihenaaa. The evidence to date thowrm 
exactly the oppocts. 

When Opportunkin Kiwyh i 

Because of die early successei of ARA, the organj- 
zaboa inevitably ipart^ the interest of vaiioos 
Troukyist and Mandst-Letumst polltica] parttei who 
began bs Sock to AKA hks aothi tp a bright ligto. 
Uofommaiely, h soon becunc obvious that moA were 
mvolved not to work hooestiy against tbe neo-nazi pres¬ 
ence in Toronto but instead to forward ^e goals of ibcii 
Own organizations. 

At has been the experience of tnany grouf^ who 
have tried to do polittcal work around various itsocip the 
ptucDce of these party organizations iooa beeomej an 
obciade to bttOdini the oigtnizatjoo u i whole, Ti^ 
lotemitiooal Socaalisti (LS*) in parthodar played • 
ptomineot rok moppoting every demcamiition (cicepi 
one) ihat was ever undertaken by AKA againn the far 
right, while m. the ume dme crying to push through (beir 
own proposals whidi better ft&iedtbc mdi cf theii ptny. 
This behaviour was later discovered to be in keqmg with 
their own poUikal mamtaTc to provide "nvolutioDary 
lesdenhip* to organizuioits of ** 1007000011111 ", wbo 
while pmtzmibfy nDdeirtaading their own issue, did 
have Ihe same vixton and imdentandiog of the party cm 
how 10 defeat the state, 

EvcnCEtaUy, iftci several fDooihs of auempung 10 
work in good faith, the Izuemariotul Soctiliscs were 
voied out of ARA hy m 2/3 majority of ARA xnctnben. 
This had die nak of caoimg all the odbei Troikyist and 
MmiA-LoruJOfl putiet to leave the groqi en masse m 
ruppon of the IS While this on the whole was poriiiva m 
That it saved ARA the liimlarty obfirucmTxiit and oppor- 
nmifi behaviour of the othor groops, such as the 
Trotskyist League and the Bolshevik Tadmcy, it alto 
caused the lost of a few individual comndes who had 
risen above their party*! dogma to do pnrkctpled and solid 
woik withni ArJl 

1,$. atempri to denounce ARA did E»t cease after 
ihcir expoliioo^buicocLimuc in various fonni. During the 
Ottawa dononstiaricm in May, it wu ih,e LS. canonge&t 
whq actively coQibonled with thepoLice against nulnant 
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demonstrators^ 1^. manhali tipped off the cops to an 
aaempe ARA and other anh-racists to rush past police 
lines to get doses to the buBdiag wbeie the nazi concen 
wu being held This tip off reinlted in many of those 
danonstnion on the frooi linu being hit with pepper 
tpriy by police. 

Later the LS, maiahali purposefully split Che dem* 
onitratioo by dedaimg "vioofy" because, the cops told 
ihsn ihai the ooncsi was going to be sbix douii. .This 
dedaraiioQ ovettheinega|^ionei. coupled with the herd- 
mg of the parti dpuiu by LS. manhal t , caused tno re than 
half of the demoastraiors to leave the site* Many anii^ 
raciru reused to acknowledge that any such victory 
existed when the sounds of the nas bandi play mg could 
clearly be heard even outs ide the buildings This cowardly 
dedtion to split the demonstration (and the fact th A ibe 
ARA coatingcni of 30 who had stayed behind at the litc 
wen forced to leave at 1 hOOpm to catch the bus back to 
Toronto) left the few Ouawa aedvistt vulner¬ 

able u the brutal ikmhead laack whichfoDowc4. 

Before the June 11th dononstraLion, the LS, bad 
made plsm to cause adlsturisnoe ai the gathering site by 
desmtnding that ARA organizers reveal the secret deni- 
nation of the demonsuarion (this despiic the faa that all 
the adveni ring for the aolon made it clear ihai, wbi) e tl^ 
dtmonstnxion would be going to a neo^nazi oenLre of 
operatiom, the actual desimation would oot be known 
tinliJ the group arrived diert). Aikr thedeiDocmraiitjn. in 
a move ronmisceni of CXDENTELPRO-styk tacdcs, the 
I.S. tcK>k pan in dnitiog a leixeT condemning ARA for the 
Violence” of the June 1 Ith action * a letter to which they 
signed the names of several organizations who, upon 
being oosiacted by ARA, bad nev er beard of lucb a leucr 
and who did not support the ftaiemcats wnhin ii. 

Uafofiuaaiely, it was rut only groops within ARA 
who have deraottnnrcd similar oppoitunjst and patron- 
iziDg tidmdes towards the orgaaizadocL While some in 
the broader leri lee the fomution and cffeoiveneii of 
ARA as a poihive development, at the same time they 
dismisi the rclevarscy of ami-fasem work and mainiahi 
that ARA should be focoiii^ on “moro imponam" iisuea, 
which themielvet vary d^tending upon the penoail 
polidcal priorities of the imcn beiug critkaL 

This anitode w» also the basis for much of the 
mtenial problenu with the InieziiatioQai Sodalixts and 
others, vho MW broader oxgazudng agaiiut the police 
and the taci ft polidei of the stale as being ibe priority, li 
is Onfoitnuilf that mthis way somcofthc most damaging 
iffarkt against the anti-fascist tDovemeoi have 

com e not the tia^tional encmiej in the ftatc and on 

the RJglE,but&omthelefii£idf-many more eonccroed 
wnh mmtntjinmg ■ Jevd of "levoli^oiuiy chic" ra^cf 
than doing the work Decestaiy to forge grtsfroou polM- 
cal movements. 

it is the postricxi of many radicals that anti-fascist 
work is in itself imelevint because of ihe relative lade of 
power and numbers which the n&CHuari mdvemeoi 
codmandi in Canada at thU rime. These comiadei lee 
Slate tod police racism as the aicau where oppositioa 
should be directed,and ^uu "chasing nazis" is an exercise 
m irrelevancy. However weU imeDded, vid corrta u far 
as iu auaJy sis of iastktmaonaBizcd raniam, this peitpecriVO 
is at iu btae ahon-tigiuod and self-defeating. 

It ii argued ihjd. wiihoui ibe sea of mainnroani 
rmcitm in which to swim, that fasdxta and fasdn move- 
roeou cannot survive, Therefore^ the concluslcm be¬ 
comes (hat doisg work againsi ueo-nazis is beguming at 
the wrong end of ibepfoblcm. Again, this is a compeUixtg 
argumcM in isoLarioa, pankuUrly bccaoac is U thcoreti- 
cally accuiau. However, ifaeomical aeemey does not 
always laid iuelf to pncricil and eS^ecrivc political 
aoiom As was stamd by Italian aari-fasetst Emoo Ma- 
ktesta b ciity pan of ihc centmy, 'The optimum is the 
enemy of the good" - the TEver..endmg seuch for the 
perfea polirieal icrien all loo ofLec serves as an excuse 
for domg DCthbg at alL Indeed, if the and-radst move¬ 


ment in Toronto cannot sirategize and mobilize effec¬ 
tively enough to cl imbate a couple of hundmd nazi 1 , ho w 
can we rcaLiiically expect to be able to defeat radii 
imJiugraiioG Uwi and police violence and other institu- 
tionai monoliths? 


Unfommately, much of this criticism fails to leant 
from histofyt evezi rtccni history. As was pomted out by 
a Sri Lankan cocruadc who ipeni a year tn Germany at a 
refugee in ihe late I980t, the German left chose lo ignoro 
thetieo^nazi movement at 1 moment when it was rela- 
Uvely Ku^ At a time when 100,000 people wouid oorat 
out lo a ditumamem dcmoiistration, little or no attenrion 
was bemg given to the^msignificanr faiciit problem. 
Hve years kter, we tee the terrifying retulta of allowing 
that movement to grow unopposed. Events such as Ros- 
locki rourderoui and viotcot anackt on rtfugeci and 
guest workers, and the aisassination of anri-fasdits arc 
not spontaoeoui, bus aic the culnunaiiou of yean of 
unhindered 0 rganiring,. Unfortuiutely muefa of the left in 


Canadli has choicn to ignoir this lesson. 

While we can take all the rime we want to fonnulate 
the perfect political line and theorize the predie political 
moment to act, in the meantime what work has been dotK 


towards building the movemenu that will prtiuni ably act 
at ihai mocQcnt? Political prooesif political expcriaice, 
and resolve to struggle come only through work, and 
unfominttely discuss loo is do mbiritute for aoion. Haw 
do we expea to insput people ifur more than a decade 
of stunning and enuht^ defcau for progreisive and 
revolutionary movemoits around the world? 

it has 10 be understood that broad-based and effec¬ 


tive political movements do not appear spomancouily^ 
but are the resuh of years of struggle. This work, if it is to 
be rcaliiiic and fucceisful, num begin by setling upon 
manageable goali and taking amaU victories where they 
can be worn It js out of the crucible of small victories - 
which provide eipericnoe and inspiration to 1 movement 
- that larger viaories art possible. 


Race And Reslstatioi 

An undcriying basis formach of the tritidim is the 
fad that AKA, with notable cxccprioni, is comprised 
primarily by white, working dais youth, Critidsm comes 
from both ridlcali of colour, who arc sceptica] of whhe 
radical organizarions, and from other white radicals, who 
csscnijaUy beiteve that white people have no place initi¬ 
ating anti-raciEt wodt. 

Both aritidami arc i conceni if we truly hope to 
forge working Unti againn ladsm in todety. The fim 
crittdim is ceitaialy legitimate givdi the hiitd^iy of mudi 
of the while left in North Amenm and Europe with 
r^iicaring systems of lactsm and clan privilege within 
their organizing, bidccd these problemi were ■ ilgnifi- 
cant contiibaior to the downfall of ndical white move¬ 
ments in the I960i and 1970s. 

These coneems cannot beignorod, yet can be over¬ 
come through coosiftsQt and principled work, an open¬ 
ness to canstrvcttve critid im from people of coloitr, and 
wiUrngneis to create political alliancet not based on an 
iJl^oonsidered integrmtionist approadu Ulttmatdy this 
sc^cism, if accepted as being legithnite and worked on 
in good faith, can provide the buis for a politically 
stronger and munially respectful lelariomhip, and there¬ 
fore the foundations for an effective broad-based move- 

It will bethehTiki with redica]s of colour, bnllt upon 
rospecE gained from a huiory of principled political woik, 
which can prove to be the stroagest and therefore most 
reliable in a crisis, ll has beoi the demand of some 
Trotskyiit/Marxisi-LeQtnist parties involved with ARA 
that the orginizarioD go out and recruit people of colour 
to lead the organizitiouu However, this app^ to lecniii- 
mcni and **bULldmg a patty** ii m iuelf both sclf-iervmg 
moA opportunistic. The way to aniacl more people of 
colour to the orgaaizarian. which is indeed a critical and 
lignificant goal, must be apcompliahed through prin- 

Ptge t 











dpled poliLiqiJ wgrk ind in tbom rnguvacioo. 

People i^'ho comt iuio tay politietJ OTgmizJiioD mud be 
there beciutc they Mie opportunity, promise^ and the 
postibilitiet of doing effective woik in ih«i organizicioiL 

lodctd, merely recniiiirig people of colour inio m 
orgicie&iioa It i euioccnijic, lokedifXlc approach which 
ulumitely replicitet tyrtcmi pf ncism in the broader 
tPciety.Reciuitmait DPI only coataini m impliedhienr- 
chy till iiio ■ pijiivity on Ibe pen of ihoie being ro- 
craited, which often retulu in the Lnvolvoaeiit of people 
who will be tmenabk to the ptny pittfonn. rather than 
ihote who wtni to come in and challenge it for the beacr. 
ll teernt that the Imti'er it a] wayt preferable if an organiza- 
dcKi in f incerc about building iUcLf politicjlly and per- 
tonally, A prcdomimnily w^ie anii-raciil group mutt 
tlwayt willing to chilicage itaelf on \u own ndsm, and 
1 recroitment bated party politic U not an effect;vc mesis 
of doing Lhah 

Ihe lecond enticum it a oonccni only ai much u 
ilif centred in what it ettenlially a guill-based politic. For 
whito peopi c to simply defer to people of co bur to iniuatc 
action around itrues of racimi if to fundamentally deny 
both individual and collective historical mspotifiblliiy 
for oppreiiion- The effective way to lake rcaponfibility 
for radsm U not to sit around and feel guilty and do 
noUiiag, but to work against racism in the white commu- 
niiy. As former Black Panihcr Party leader Dhoruba Bin 
Wahad slated in a Iconro in Toronto, “Radim h not a 
prc^lem Black peo^e have. It's a problem that white 
people have," 

In fact, this it why ihemaJce-i^ of ARA should he 
sees aj an idvaouge rather ihtn a detnmeaL While older 
white lefdns may noi see the relevancy of white youth, 
the faacim certainly do and have made the high tchooli 
I major political bade groond. The fact thu youth of all 
ncea are alioiated and ignored by sodety if well ac^ 
cepted, yet until Ftceittly jt was only the nazis who were 
capisliziag on ihij: dtseaebmtiSM to recruit among 
young while people. Many white radicils have cboien to 
ignore some of the most important lessons on the role of 
white people in anli^racist work as articulated by lome of 
ihc moat militant and amculaie Black leaders, such u 
Assata Shakur and AngeU Dtvif, 

$ach t rob wu anicoltied by Rwune Turn itul 
Chadea V, Hamilton in iheir book Black-Powen The 
Politics of Ubcrttion in America : 

^One of the most diicorbing tHngi aboui almost all white 
snpportcri has been that they are rdnetant to go into ibetr 
own cnmmimitiftj . which is wheie racUm exIsU aiwl 
work to get fid of iu- It is hoped that evenmally there will 
be a coalition of poor Blacks md poor whites... oreating 
t poor* while power block dedicated to ibe goali of i ffee, 
open society - not one baaed on ncitm and subordma- 
tioou. The main leqNxxiibihty of thii task falls 
whites— Poor white people are becoming more hostile • 
001 leas - toward Black peopifv partly because they see 
d;e nitioti' i aQaiion fcoiscd on Blade poverty and few, 
if any, people coming to *h«e—Only whitoi tan mobilize 
and organize those commtmitiei aloQg the lines neces- 
saiy aad poiiible for effective alliiftcet with Black 
csnunmutics^ If the job is tobe done, there must be new 
fount created* Thus, the pdiood modernization process 
must tOTolvetbe white oommnoliy u well as the Black.** 

The fact tiiii inielligaU aitiailite and radical 
young people are woiking against the recruitmott is thdt 
schooU, and using the nvd present as an opportunity to 
get their ptm involved and politically educated around 
broader issues of radim lod oppression should be sup¬ 
ported rather than cndcited. Thai fact that many bring 
with tfaem t dLEtroat and diiencbantment with ‘‘tradi- 
tionaj*^ foimi of protest andmodes of political organizing 
is also tnstnu^txial to those willing to listen and kam. 
Unfcsftiiiimiely the distrust of Leninist party organizinf, 
disdam for mctninglcis pjdcctlincs b from of faceless 
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buildbgs, and detire to bcorporaie cultural cLcmcnu of 
reiinanca into political woik are all challenges to the 
current Icfiirt hierarchies b the dry, and many choose to 
dismiss ARA based upon the ibresi which such a perspec¬ 
tive poses to their own relative poiitiooi of auihority. Far 
too many leftists see young people as cartoon fodder, or 
sheep to be herded m particular directiom, rather ihan a.i 
equal pvmers in political struggle who bring much 
needed critique, antiysii and cnthaslasm to the wetic.^ 

In their arpimcnt agabst doing anti-nazi woik,- 
these critici also misunderstand some of the most basic 
principles of political orgtniting. It must be recognized 
that people are not cffeolvely organized out of guilt but 
out of recognition of their own mtertrt in change. Again 
to quote Itire and Hamilton, we most move beyond the 
false ^atiumpdon that political ootlitions can be sus* 
tabed on a moral, friendly, scniimmtal basis; by appeal! 
to contcLoite." Sudi an approach does nothing lo espose 
and identify structures of privilege, and can all too easily 
lead to political disiolution. To Ture arid Hamlll^ vi* 
aHc political coalitions sicm fimn '*ihc reoogmtion ofthc 
parties involved of their respective self- 
bt£reni...[andh«ihe mutual belief that etch party iiandi 



to beneBi in teims of that tdf-interettfim allying whh 
the other or othen." 


Young white people are at this time facing recruit* 

by 0121 groopi, dealbg with nad gangs ia their 
achooli and sodalizmg placea, eid seeing ibeh ffiendi, 
vriuie and nonr-wbite,' being anickrd by dd^eadt. 
Therefore, mti-nn ofgimmng fpeakt directly to toeir 
experiences and political needs. Obviously, political 
educitioo md activiim cannot ft^ with concem over 
one* s own needs, both has to staittheie. The birth of ARA 
provides the oppomatity to involve i new goieradoa of 
activists m anti-recist work and in radical politicalorgan- 
iiiiig. It provides the political si^ppoit for white woiking 
class yoDih to cngmize themselves aroond issues of 
ndtm and oppression, whi ch presents the opporDMity of 
redicaiizing a genemiuD of aaivists. This is the proouse 
of groupi tudt as ARA^ end the long umi vision whidi 
many of fu critics on the left are unwilling to see. 

Moving The Movement 

The torrain for dcvclopmg aoion against the far 
rightii i constantly dunging one. The constreinti st this 
poim in time are wholly differtm than they were in ibe fill 
of 1992, and the movemm must take this mio account if 
it is to Qontbue to grow tnd be rnccsiftji Actions which 
were potiiblc doling the initial pbueof ARA activity are 
more difficult or tmpoiiibie to oignuze successfully 
today. This ts primari^ the rendi of preparedneii on the 
part of the fuetsti. We have to remonbu that before the 
Roms dono, ibe naat bad not expcricocod ■ street level 
response of nay magnitude or intaifity. Thii led them to 
1 feeling of seouiiy in regards to thdr actlviiy vis a vis 
general meetings. While expecting some degree of infil- 
nation parhaps, they were not ready for a militant pres¬ 


ence of several hundred lo converge on their meeting 
place. 

It was the very fact that they were not expecting nor 
prepared for such a response ihit in many ways made a 
successful demonsuition potsible. The HeriUge Front ai 
that time was lets secure with infoimition regarding time 
and place for their meetings, allowing the date and time 
of the meeting to be diisenunaied teverel days before the 
rneeiing and the location to be glvai to ihcIr memberi as 
niudi as twenty-four houn beforehand. This time frame 
allowed ARA to receive the information in enough time 
to distribute poiten and otganize demonsirationi. 

Subsequtni to the Roma demonstiiilon, the Heri* 
tage Front has kept meeting d^ails secret until ai little ax 
a few hours before the meeting, then notifying their 
su];porten via telephone. With this new security practice, 
the HF hat itgnifLcanily curtailed the ability of anti- 
racists to mobilize in lufficient numbers to again conf id ni 
them at their aKetingi. This faa highUghti two specific 
needs for ARA'i coQUnu&tJ viabiliiy, 1) differentiation of 
uctics, and 2) the need for bcuer intelligence. 

ARA needs to again be creative in its approach to 
mobilizing agiintt the fascists. To maintain an approach 
based solely around mass demoniirations ii oWiouily 
destructive at i moment when the nazii, through iheir 
own security measures, have effectively shin off much of 
that opportunity. One of the advanuges which ARA has 
always had contributing to the iruHiancy and excitement 
around their demonstrations ii the exlsietice of a visible 
and identifiable enemy. The beat ARA actions to d*te 
have come when anti-racists vt^ere actually facing down 
nazii ia the stie^. However, if the faidits can effec¬ 
tively conceal ihel r gathering i, then the opportunity to go 
face^to-fice with them is gone. The element of suiprite, 
of agency, goes fnm the anti-racists to the laciiti, who 
will be the ones detennining when and where they will 
gather publicly and will therefore be expecting co^roo- 
tation (as wcD as police protoction). 

If the ebtnce of going head-to-head is diminished if 
not lost, then an over-emphasii on mat s mobili zaiion win 
force ARA back onto the path of demoniirating in front 
of faeelesi targeu, exactly ihe thing to which the ofgani- 
zation worked to develop iltemsitivea. Necesstly, then, 
demands creativity, and the Deed to devise siratagies for 
both gathering better mtelligcncc and staging effective 
ictioni using imaBernumbcis. 

The most imponant work u be dow, however, lies 
not within the right but within the left Unfortunately, it is 
the left at thti momeni which poiei the major obstadeto 
the growth of an effective uid*raeist movcmioi. The 
msiimuonalizatiotL of progrcisive Canadian politics and 
the visible diidain for ibc work of ARA and giber anti¬ 
fascist organizations needs to be addressed openly. The 
left has to begin to move from 111 current position of 
attempting to otganize along ideological linea, and m- 
stcid letum to a grassroots approach wbldi speaiu £- 
redly to people's experieocei. 

We are unfortunate^ at i politica] moment wbm 
the only people doing real grassroots o rgaztizing, paitico- 
liriy in the while commucity, are the faicista. They are 
the ones in (he trenches, in the schools and workplaces, 
and they are capitalizing on mititmional white trprem- 
acy to organize a growmg, wcU*funded, mtomauonalty 
coordinated, md violent racilt movemeoi. ^ 

While defeating the neo-nazi movement in 
11 a relatively tmilt task m comparison to defeating 
inftitutiooallzed white supremacy, it it one which is 
cmcial to address at this momciiL The worit of ARA In 
particular provides a basis from which many lugger 
thlngi can emerge. The opportunity to involve young 
people in political organizing, particulaiiy In a itruggle 
which can show concmt short teim gains and can and 
will inevitably be iuccessful, can provide the intpirmtico 
and experience necessary to wage broader and longer 
term itroggles. _ 
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Interview With A Member Of Anti-Racist Action 


Oiu /iw U, /PPi, Anii-Hacist Aalon (ARA) in Toronto entered irJo a new phntt of actions against neo-natii in ihe 
city by taking the struggU against them to to the realm of ''nast'doorsteps''. After a month €f discussions^ AM 
embarked on a pro-active means tf confronting the nazis by exposing (hem wiiiiln neighbovkoods where they hide 
and organize. This new orientation represented a shift tyARA U that they would no pursve o strategy based solely 
en reacting against fascist organixing and violence. ARA decided to broaden its tactics as another step towards 
stopping the nazi-menace > in <i concrete way - in Toronto. This action at the naxt operaxional ctnire organized 
during a period cf covert fascist terror against peopU of colour - especially the Tamil community - and others. After. 
J une lit various sectors and c^Mnunilie^ reacted to the ARA action and informaliy raised concerns about antifascist 
sirmegUs and tactics. Ravi John from ARA addresstd soene of these tn an ikierviov with CKUf 5S J, a com¬ 
munity-based radio station in Toronto. 


On Friday, June 11,19^3, Anti-lUdst Aetiuia urjuu- 
teed SL murl] to tbe home or necynizl propsguidist 
CftTj SchJpper - the opntlonnl centre of HcrlUge 
Front “Hatellne^. Since Utit demonstr*tIoii, 4 mueI- 
radsts have been wrested. What were the charges 
u ad er whIda the 4 were arrested and what are the bafl 
conditions for their release? 

The 4 and-Ttciits hive been ineited on chaiset of 
mischief to proper^ ind diifuisinf with the intenLioo to 
commit an indictable o^oiie. Other thin that, I think one 
of them wu charged with counselling to conunli m 
indtcuble offente and one woman ii charged with *s- 
sanJting a police offioer. 

Are these charges quite serlotis for these ARA mem¬ 
bers? 

I think it ii quite senotu in the sense that the police 
w^int to ciimmtli» the and-ractiu«and in the iense that 
they want to put them bio the same categoiy u neo* 
nasi t, and show ihesn ai i lomewbat criminal demept m 
OUT toctety; which is not tmt. : 

1 tmderstand the ball cosditlona are pretty urngh 
also-. 

The btU ooodMcm uidnde noo-asiodadon with 
other ARA memben and they an binned from loy 
danoi btbe eotirepmvmoeof Qourio * no miner if thq^ 
are acd'iadfl os not, mdthen ii aoufew stack on them 
- they have to be at borne ai 9 o'dodt in the evoiing. 

Let’i go hack to the Jiuie 11 d wao. What b the ofllcial 
position of ARA on the eveats at Sdilpper’i house. 

The event, u mch, was not uotiied; we can‘t 
Uolaie the event or the namie of the deroou Whii hap¬ 
pened OD June 11 wu thit ARA decided tbai we should 
take the antt^ndst itiugglc^ or ihc fight against nco* 
ntzii, to tbdr own terriiofy, to their own operahoQil 
CfjTirea. The home of Gary Sdiipcr waa taigcted be¬ 
came and-Tactfts bad been watching that place for tome 
tune and observing what kind of activities wem going od 
there, Thchoaie was an openrioml eenue, it watocjt just 
a home. 

So, 300 peo^c gathered m a commiaiu^ ceinie in 
Toronto, and we wcie veiy open abool the faa that we 
were going lo keep the dcsthurion of the danouttratloo 
a secreL Bvenmahy, when we got dotcr to thii open- 
tional cemre, we dlstribotod flyerf and ftidkers* and we 
started to put up stickers around the neighbousbood, and 
wc give Schippci'i pbotognph to the dcmonstnion, 
and so they Imcw that we were going to bis place. The 
purpose wu io eipose that location to the cmmunity 
there - here nazii are carrying out their bale pTopagazida 
and il 10 this it where they coonlinatetheir activities- So, 
ARA was able to ^w thecoatmootty thmuzii aoi*i get 
■way with these things * people are prepared to wme to 
their doorstep and uprui their inger. Tbii it quite 
opposite to whsl asdt have been doing; teiroTSDg 
people in a discrec; tnaima. 


IDuiing the demo, some ant^radsti broke away 
from die crowd and they did jorm damage tc the prop¬ 
erty. You have to mdentai^ thai a wu a veiy focused 
aoion - ao other homes weie damaged You have to 
undemand the context of what happened aztd the context 
of the times. There had bem suscki agthm anti-ncim in 
Ottawa, there bad been two against the Tamil 

community bene - one person wu killed and one is no w 
partially paralysed The bad also been an atiack in Kitch¬ 
ener agamrt a Jewiib shop owner. Them bad been an 
snack on Black cotzuniini^ scuvisu, and dieie was an 
arson snack on a yoong women'i hostel. 

So, 1 think, in thia oomext, some yoob dedded to 
express (heir legitimate anger. ARA*s possrion is, it is not 
for ui to condemn or condone ihiL We bave to under- 
stand why ihii happened, and »the burden does not lie 



withARA,rariieriiliei with rise neiMtaxii; their afaividea 
hive led lo iMi type of iTfunioiL bii twt OQTuak to police 
our people. If some youth decide lo do ihsL son of thi&f, 
our task ii to protect ihcm, because we tmdcmind tbeir 
Icgiiunatc anger. I tbmk AKA prevented a divirion 
among the lurics of ami-fasdsti and anri-racifti. 

The June 11 democKftratloo bai sparked a huge media 
attack on AKA- Apart fkooi the matnatrei^ mediae 
there bave been tome le gitima te oMicami raised bj 
the oomtniutlty, one of wtilcfa B that at ttud parttoUar 
demonatratloa people went to tt tblnkfug that It waa 
going to be peacebil- But on trrfTinf tba^ things 
turned out difTcrcnily* Useae people might be alien¬ 
ated fnim birthcr AJLA actloQi. How do you deal with 
that concern? 

I think I have to make jon one imilt darifLcariori. 
We usonbled ai ibe community cmcru - that wu pcaoO' 
fnL We had a small outside ryiy there - tbai wu peacebri. 
We lock stieetcan to tbc operarianal oaitm - that was 
peaccliil. Then we gathered In a small park - that wmi 
pcacefui. Wc marched ihrougb the ad^bouibood to 
Sdapper*! bouse and that wu pcaeefut Btit ARA never 
tries to Mdt The faa that wb« It comes to conftnadng 
ntzii There oughi be - tbmnighrbe - Mcne sort of aciicxk 
that does not fall mio this caicgory of v^ealicd ^peaceful 


demonsiiatloEU*. People are aware of that, end thii ia the 
uiditiofi of ARA, and ARA wu actually bom with that 
tradition Last year w hen ihe neo-uazii tried to march to the 
courthouse, but were chased awiy by anij-iactiu. 

I can undertund tbeie concerns because people 
from variouj background i and viiioui levels of political 
understanding, who tiill want to oppose neo-nixii, they 
see these demoostritJccii at the ideal opportunity w 
cxprcii their anger, even ia t ^bolic way. Ai the same ^ 
time, you hiveu> undersiand that we dau*t want to divide 
the movement; we don't want to tee that a oertiin aowd 
just adheres to peaceful meaiss and others adhere just to 
militincy, 3oifa fount of action are complunemaiy to 
each other. ““ 

June 11 wif just one demo. It it not the only 
strategic way of fighting naris for ARA- For AKA la ii a 
broademng of our tictica, but it it not the one ttraiegic 
way of dealing with things. ^ 

We bave to consider that AKA it not the only 
organizaiion In thit city which Ogh^f the nuii md takes 
the Inidaiive in fighting racism. Howsver aj orgnrisa' 
lion, ARA can't tiiitfy cvciyooe. ARA hai chosen tbt ^ 
strategy of dired adion against neo-nazii whenever py s 
sible . IT others want lo embark on diffo-on taoin, thee 
we respect ihcm and tee them as valuable cotuributiocLa to 
the overall tiniggle. 

Bui the problem Btfou know that an orginlatfotillkc 
ARA h a perfect target for agents provocateui*, right? 
And Lf there Isn^t internal discipline within the move^ 
ment, then U’san Ideal opportunity forcotn^odjlkomw 
the oulsidt to come and disrupt things and 11 would 
reflect on AKA as an organlzatioiL Tm not saying 
that’s whal happened at Schipper'a houi^ but In the 

future that could happeiu Are there ways that yon car_ 

prevent that from bappenln& » an oiganlzailfm? 

At evcfy demonstration we ihoold have m aiaeii- 
mem of the nimre of ihe demonsimioti and whM ii ibe 
puipote of the demoostnilon. If the action of an mdivid-~' 
oal or i group of people falls wiihm ihe toope of ARA'i 
ftraiegie aims, we don't have luffideat reason to saspoa 
anybody, ptutheemom, the charge of agent pfovocateon 
bas traditionally been used agsiiut ptTfri^ r- 

ictvlvista. Yes, we are oonscious abooi agent ptovo- 
catcurs; but (he organizadou that pi am md carrici our 
political acrioni hat a better dtai^ to ideadiy agenti 
mher than ouiaide polMcaJ obiervera 

At ARA events, peopleof mlour are often on thelkoQt- 
ilne and knowing the hlstorfcal background of how the 
police look at people of colour, and bow they target 
theni, the concern is Ibat In an organization in wfalch— 
the m^orlty ire whlt^ peojde of cdour are bdqg put 
In the front-lines dniiog AKA actloDS. 

I tMnk we have to look u all ihc past acdona of ARA,^ _ 
because I think this concern teilly came to the forwent 
ifter June 11. Ibeae concemi are legtelmate and we can 
ondefftaiid these coneemt, and the problaii it, ok.., it li 
i faa lhat the majority of ARA memben are white, so it 
that sezue we can expect that the most milium monherv 
are going to be white, which may or may not be tme; it is 
beside ihe poinL In any aatons wbicfa ARA bas planner 
or has taken, we donotiell what poiMoo to tike. Wetr^ 
lo create a rdailvely safe space in demos, tboi 
pimi deddc whem to position themselvei. 

ARA does not go and try to exclude people, ao thi 
might be one demonaumtioo where the majority of thi 
people wbo took a front-line stance wen people c,..- 
colour. But I don't think this it true for all AKA demon- 
ftrations; beci«jse if anybody winis to uke to the fronU 
line and be ftroog and voy milium, and can take th 
"-. ■■ Paget 
















piufofc not juji from tlu ncj>-auii bat iI>o lErom tbc 
police, [hey ire wtlconied I think, in ihij rase, that mo*i 
pe<^]e of colour, becsuic of iheir (Uy-u>4*y rcprcf lioo 
■ad the dlscrimiDAtjoa ihey face, I think [hit they have 
that strength beciiue that ii their rcsliiy, tnd to if they 
ded dc they warn to b« m the f roQt-line, I think we thodd 
allow thatto hipfra. But the pjoblcan ii,ye* yoo aie righl, 
thu they are the people who are gO[ngtobetiiseted.So, 
people who don't wai]i (o be in the froDi-liiiei,theirEiuun 
rtapooiibility ii lo protoi theie pcoplt 

And thAt goes beyond the actml orgmimtloQ to 

the community Itsdf, lets say, people oTcolotir who are 
not port of AfiA* The ARA actions an ertattag an al¬ 
ia Qsphere where there is relatiatloii cmnmnnl- 

tlos of colour* Somehody walklag down the ftreet 
might be attadeed by these aeo-naib Jujt because of 
the cd] ou r of thdr skin. That brings ui to the questton 
of aooountabhitj to those conuntmltka of coloar who 
r\r« being alTectod by AKA acdonj^ bet ^tse opinion 
may not be listened to. How do yon address that 
coDcem? 

Thai it I tegituniie comm end rtitnot a new one; 
it has boeu here mother locLal rcmgglef iho. 1 think, £rft 
of all, the inti-ndst movement in the diy is not respao- 
siblc for aoioiu of the ne^nasa. The necHoass m the 
people who ire rexpomibie for iheir own actiouf • that's 
why we wun ihtm to be held accounuble, 

lam 1 refugee, and 1 was Ireing wixh odter refageea 
Cl a [Qoinmg bouse in Pickeiing (adty ootridenf Toromo 
- ed-) in 1$S9, uid 1 was sttidted by i skinbead, and &at 
was just one year before the Heritage Front itaned * dut 
11 bow t got 1 keoi inierest in these iisuts. 

And DOW it is reporied thu there are over 50Q bare 
crimes m Toronto, and most of the itticki are not evm 
Ttporled. So, and-fascifi actions might create a titnati<m 
that when the mdi are cornered and when ihey get more 
and mo re defensive day-by-diy, out of dcipenrion they 
migli^ tike out ibeir taga on a person of coloor BiE, i£ 
die nme time, the violence of the nazU u not mfitlared ly 
iOioai agtinit than, and they an not modvitod to go out 
■nd anadc people of oolooi teemae there Is an auii^iidit 
presence in the streets. Rather, that li thdr ideology. That 
if viitMt they tpend their time preparing fon Wbeatbey go 
out and aOack a penoQ of coloot; it*i a matter of tmmig. 

That u eaaci^ wbithappeaed m Gesnmy in 19^, 
whm I was a reJbf ee there. The neo-nias wren very 
marginal, monly mTgmi)jr ^4 youth. The mamsiram 
and the radical poUtica] commoni^ completo^ ignoied 
dteoL The wait organized very well aod they were 
propand when the Betim Wall fdh and all the other socaal 
concerns unfolded, and they were prepared to go ondK 
attj^ against people of oolour. Des]^ the ami-iacut 
preseoce there in Germany, the brant of the tn 

igainst people of colour. But that does noi mean that 
people of cotoir daonldnoctike port m defentiveachooj 
igaiotnim AoiaUy^theiDtmfeii and-iadct youth are 
T^ukiih youth bccrose they ate the people who are tar- 
gdftd. They are nmeh more militant thm all the radical 
political acthina D^-icMlay dicj die nazis in the 

because that U a matter of aurvival for tKi>^ 

So, these tbrngi hippoi, ve hive to be aware of 
diat^bot at the ramerime we should not ssiaiegize the asd- 
ndst nraggle based on just ihti conoenL We have to 
think of going beyood ihit and how to step these people, 
becanse 1 don't want to gex involved b stm^e for 
the acja 20 or 30 yean joti Bghhng neo-nazu. 1 don't 
wmc tee lode^ polarized. I want to see these people 
S top ped in a ooncrete way, li least in ibeir orgasmsg 
capabtlity. They should feci oomcred and besieged azad 
duntened for being neonazis. I don't want to feel 
tfarraiigied for being a peisoo of colour. 

Is there a dlalagnc planned with the conunnidty? I 
think that part of the problem Is that there Is ladt of 
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commiiiiJcalloQ and that concezns arc raised and 

there Is DO d lalogue b ctween AJRA and certain commu¬ 
nities that have been organizing against radsm to a 
more tridlUomd sense. 

Yes, to tn ezieat I don't warn to pretend that it is 
going cnoothly, ARA has one crew of mtmben that are 
devoted to the task of reaching out to other commmltiet, 
bin it has not happened thiough very conumcrive dia^ 
loguc of whai li the siratcgy for ti&O'i&azlt; I ^ 
should come up within the muggk. We can't joit come 
up with a blueprint and go to the communities and i«y 

11 the blueprint for fighting ntzis -what do yoa think, 
what are your COG ccrni?' 1 think it will come op wiihmthe 
irmggle. We saw that happaiing paniculiriy after June 
1L Before June 11, yu, we trie^ through the ontreacb 
crew, to reach these oomznunitjei and tak for their iiq>- 
port, and people bad conocmi for some time, bat after 
June 1 l,yes, people had a lot of coneemt, and they laised 
these concemi. And we were able to get back to them 
with ■ very clear statanoit of what happened, and ask for 
their occLinued suppon- 

Ai the same time, veiy positive tbingi have hap¬ 
pened. After the attacks against the Tamil oommunlty, a 
wide Quiition was midamd by aori-ncisti and aoivisti 
from the left political community. This was very positive 
tod it give us ample opportunity to deal with these 
conceal In a very direct way. At the tame tune, we did 
not hear any reservationi, in a accrete way, from any 
one of the communities. 

I think that dialogue sbauld happen beesuse we 
don't want to do lomcthing than. And after all if we 
don't address their concerns it 


rubjea to their rfrcruitmeiu. 

ARA has been able lo altiia these youth through 
various meani, not just meet-level political actiem. but 
through creating an anu-racist culture, through oonccrii 
and particj and making some tociil space for them. So, 
these people are attracted to ARA, and the way polidciii^ 
tion happens li that it is not just what you can read m a 
teiibook, I think people will be solidified and enlight¬ 
ened when they broaden Their octlook from jun focusing 
on eati-fasdit woric to other is sues like police violence 
and mstitUEOEiiItzed racism; by being involved in day-to- 
day actioni. It might be going to t Rode Against Radim 
£ontmu£d m page 2 7^ 

OH93JJI/24;AJtA Arganiztdedemofusratuin which 
had a pttrpoit: orae, to pwont a pottihb 

tnanhbpHFlntuppo/iof3 o/ilsmemben who wtro 
on tiial^ and two, to march to die headquaiicrc ofd 
iBajflf/ignrif bi tkr iniemalutnoi neo^nad movemenl 
-Bnierf Zundrlfieapoitorbelow). There wot a 
riv# moMUsfidon by the police to protect ZundePt 
keadq uarten which included the Public Order Unit, 
Emergency Taak Force and numeroue undercover 
eopr. After ZtindePi building was pelted by eggs and 
paintbombSf police amcked the demonstration and 
arretted8people andbUvred several others. ARA £r 
er^nmng a defense campaign in support of diose 
amsied. As well, 4 ARA m embers who were arrested 
after the June 11 demo stiUface charges and need 
your support To contribute io the defense fund send 
money (at ARA, PM* Box 6b4,Sm. C, Tort>ni&,OnL 
! MSJ 3S1. ItfoUnet (416} m USS 


doesn't help our ftmggle La the locg 
teim. So I think that communicadoa 
should be mure comprehensive and it 
ihould be an ongemg things and 1 
Think Thai because of the and-radst 
coalition in this dty aad became 
people are now aware of ARA better 
than before, there is some anoitioa 
on ARA, and tl can help ua when we 
go to thcan and dUcoss these oon- 
eemi. 

One thing ARA has done efTec- 
ttvdj is to stop neo-ud reenUi- 
Qwnt hi hlgh-sdiMits^ One problem 
with u argnnizatlfm that depends 
on dlrtd ectloit - ud ARA Is not 
the only one « Is that we have the 
ezpcdiBice of other orgnniuUons 
espedrily direded towards youth 
wbo might Join ARA as ■ Am po¬ 
litical UA Id their Uves^ and they 
really hare lots of energy butUttle 
poUtldsstlon. How much of that b 
a prbbkm, and how are you trying 
to deal with it? 

ARA has been somewfait sac- 
esxfbl in Ofganiziag high-ichool itn- 
desu who are being ddiberetely tar¬ 
geted by the Heritage Front And 
most of tbeae youths arc white and, 
yes, it might be ihcir Gm political 
mvolvemoit, and their first political 
engigemait and political action 
might be being involved in ARA. 
Anti*Ridsi Action ii something they 
can EcluE to, became Thii Is a ques- 
tioa within their own communiiy, 
within dieir own todety, within their 
own tocial level It is something they 
can easily relate lo: aeo-nazti and 
fasclsti ire taigedng m and wc are 
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Anti-Racist Action 


March on 77ie East Side _ 

In response to severol racist attacks, 
arvi consistont orgonlzlng by the whit© 
supremacist Northern _ 

Hanvnersklnheads on the East Side of 
St. Paul. ARA's first public event was to 
begin organizing a march In this 
community. In Juno of 1991. With the ^ 
help of our East Sid© members, we 
began door knocWrrg.dfcstitxjtlrrg and 
posting fliers, talking with neighbors, 
meeting with several different _ 
community councils, as well as 
partidpatii^ in several discussions with 
other concerned octivists about 
tactics and stragtegy. The march _ 
broLQht about 300 righteous anfl-raebts 
together from Minneapolis arxJ St. Poul 
to speak out ogalnst racist attacks 
orKl otso give support to the anti-racist 
presence In the Eost Side. Many saw " 
the Importance of the march In raising 
awareness of the Issue of racism, but 
still others saw the march as 'putting 
down ihe East side* because we 
pointed out the-racist elements 
orgontzlr^ there. The morch was a 
very Importont leomlng event, ond we 
appty what we have learned tewords 
other events we participate In. 


University ARA and the White “ 
Student Union 

in August of 1991 .Tom Oavld began ^ 
running an od In Tha Doiiv ( the 
University of Mlrviesoto campus 
new^aper) for the formotton of o 
White Student Union. Several enroged .... 
letters ard articles later. ARA put out a 
call to oil student groups to come 
together and form o united force 
against this organized racism and to _ 
take oettoa The Coolltloon Agolrist 
White SupremaacY(CAWS) was 
formed. CAWS organized a ratty, 500 
p>eople strong, where the diversenoss _ 
of the CAWS membership was 
reflected in Its speakers. Tom David 
and his cronies were escorted otf 

campus by the mobilized protestors_ 

who chanted,'On the campus, on tha 


History of Anti-racist 

Action: TheBaldies, 1987 

Antl'Radst Action begun In 
1987 with a groLp of rrxitkoclai, youth 
oriented, skinheod and rrarvsklnheod 
men. The Boldies. A.RA. emerged os 
a response to the White Knights, a new 

grouping of neo- nod skityveods who 
were organizing for iMilte supremocy 
in Minneapolis {they were Influenced 
by racist leader Tom Metzger's WNte 
Aryan Resistance In Collfomla). The 
Baidies wonted a more brood-bosed 
resistance to the nazis. ond created 
A.RA. Some members came from 
different gangs; the VTce-Lords. Loth 
Kings, the Olsciplas, some didn't, but 
the unifying element was their working- 
class commitment to dofeoting racist 
organizing In the tvrln cities os well os 
notton-vylde. Antl-Rocist Action had 
tremendous success In combatting 
and defeating the White Knights 
orgonlzlng capabilities ttvough 
education and direct confrontottoru 
This vtetory gave Impetus for many 
A.R.A. chapters to autonormusfy 
emerge In Son Frondsco. OTlcogo, 
Clncinnatt, Milwaukee, Irkdlonopolis, 
and Portland. A.RA. received ration 
wide notoriety vylth articles In CHv 
EoQ&S. The Mlnnan oolii SInr nrtd 

Tribune. Chlcnoo Trihimo, and the 

nationally distributed mngnTin a. Tha 
UJne Reader. It wo$ probobly one of' 
the most Important grassroots mutant 
youth movements against racism and 
facism Ifi recent history, precisety 
because their membership wos mLUt- 
culfuBal, working doss-tasedznd hod 
gang parttcJpatlon. Their strength ond 
courage put out a messoge In thek 
Communities that there wos no room 
for nazb In the scone. 

After the defeat of the White 
Knights ARA dissipated for several 
reosori • there v^re no easy targets to 
orgonize against ond the groip turned 
Jwords more Irvtemol edu^florv 

Reformation of ARA. 1991 


Arxsrchlst Bovrilrvg League* drofted up 
a flyer with the hope of regrouping 
Anti-racist Action. A wonderfully 
diverse group of people came 
together and started articulating tha 
kind of anti rocist group they wotAJ like 
to bo In. We began vyllh a strong 
analysis of how heterosexuoliy moie- 
dominoated and controled the old 
ARA was. The now grocqs oiso agreed 
that physical confrontation can be 
used as a toetk: against racist 
presence, but that we needed to buBd 
an uTKjaistaryJIng of how men often 
use violonce to dominate and control. 


In the Spring of 1990, members of the 
Paldles^and of the Revolutionary 



















“Stop the Nazi Concert!” 


Grassroots Vs. Governmen 


Unrversify Anfi-Racist Action works c 
-oliticat grouD from these premi 
■hoT ractsm is ingrcEned into our sys 

sroc 


streets, nczl scum taste defeot!'. 

Tom David's conriecttons with 
Neo-Nazi groups on the east side 
became apparent when six well- 
known organized racists from the Eost 
Sid© of St* Paul showed up to offer him 
protection at the rally^ 


After the vtatory of' escorting * 
Tom David off campus* APA 
concentrated Its enefgies on stopping 
□ concert by the white supremacist 
group Bound for Stupidity (uh* we 
mean Gk>rvn and Issued a leoflet 

colling for the community 
(predomlnantty Vtetromese) to phor^ 

In to try and stop the concert. After a 
few short doys. the ormory wNch was 
gilng to sponsor the event caved lr\ to 
community and media pressure and 
refused to hdd the ©vent. Yayll 

“Three Pronged Attack”: 
The Regrouping 

After the rrK 3 jor successes on 
the march on the East Side, the robing 
of awareness arxl the rasbtance to the 
White Student Urton. as well as the 
stopping of the Nazt concert. ARA 
realized that It would be much more 
effective to split up into three 
seporato subgroups : Ui diversity ARA, 
South Minneapolis ARA. and St. Paul 
ARA (sltuoted on the East Side). Each 
group Is semt-autonomous and 
completes projects of Its own. yet cbo 
gets the guidance of the iorger three 
group ARA tor major decisions ond 
education. We feel that this sort of 
organization offers the best coinmunltY 
Involvement (as the people from eoch 
community become port of the 
respecttve ARA siAa-group). os well os 
being much more efficient and 
organized. Hosto (jO Victorta Slemprel 


Tom David's oppearance at 
the U of M hos congealed the racist 
right's energies In the Twin Ctles, and 
recently a new rocist coalition has 
sprung up. 

Recently racbt groups hove 
been organizing and racist attacks 
and other hate crimes hove been 
Increosing In the Twin CHles (os well as 
rvationwide). This b In part due to the 
Free Association Forum, the RAF Is a 
local coalition of national hate groups 
such os the Ku Klux Klan, the Posse 
Comttotus, Whit Aryan Reslstonce. 
Northern Hammer Skinheads, os well 
os the WNtw Student Union. The KKK 
has operked local chapters in St, Paul 
and Stillwater, while recruitment flyers 
have been distributed In North 
Minneapolis. St. Poul ond suroundlng 
areas. Klan literature Is being 
dbtrlbuted within the MlnrveapoHs Public 
School system and the racbt White 
Student Union Is In the process of 
bocomlr^ a student group at the U of 
M . These rocbts perpetuate mental 
and physicol brutality on people of 
color, wlmmln, gays, lesbians, and 
bisexuab. people of different religious 
belief (especially Jews orxt Muslims), 
and onyone who disagrees and works 
□golnst their racist Ideology. Be 

aware that these groups are 
dangerous, they are growing, and 
must be resbted from every strand of 
society. Only through collective 
resistance can we create an equal 
and racist* free world. 


■Dfversfry " nas 
catch-phrase of the times, a Uberc 
cllch'e for an urvSerfunded, Inefflcle 
and still largely Eurocentric educatlor 
system. 

Existing and even fuh 
legislated reforms are not enou 
becousa legislating from the positl 
of power Ignores the need to anolv 
and overturn the whole power structi 
in thb country. 

It tokes people who he 
been denied power to educote ec 
other to overcome the Eurocent 
worldviews pushed on them. 

Inspire a movement towards mut 
respect for other colors and otl 
cultures and to recognize and tolerc 
real Diversity (not the token refer 
Government and Academia swoll 
grudgingly), those who hove be 
Opressed must claim freedom and c 
rights for themselves. 

WNte people who truly won 
work for the end of Racism, but he 
the potential to become opress 
through the positions society p 
th»m in, should not foil into useless g 
or despair, which Is Itself a luxury, 
one is born a racist or is roebt becc 
of their own skin color: it is 
conditions we are born Into that me 
us rocist if we accept them with 
question or meet them with epathy. 


' University ARA: 
See If 


As Wt 


The Free Association Fonim 
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Cl gcverning, which perpetuates o 
r.ierarchy that opresses everyone 
Through manipulation and false 
aivisioths/fichotomies. Action must be 
Token not only through the approved 
or legal channels, which perpetuate 
m:s system by providing for resistance 
by governmenfally approved means 
but by organizing ourselves with a rv>n- 
.hierarchical structure. U ARA believes 
we must take action directly ogainst 
the oppressive system, porticuiorly 
racist hcfe groups, because the 
mainstrecm prefers to ignore rather 
man cnatenge their beliefs. This means 
tnatwe must not rely on the 
government or corporate institutions to 
defeat racism, rather we must 
organize as a mass of people of 
different cultures and educate each 
other ana reclaim the power we hove 
to forge a free and equal society that 
is controlled from the grassroots. 
Certainty, governmentol policies such 
cs affirmattve action and Roe V. Wade 
help push notions of equality onto 
grudgingly accepting economic arvd 


political Insfitultons, but os noticed from 
the recent assault on these some 
policies shows. The government gfveth 
and the goverrvnent toketh awoyl 


Tactics: Demonstrations and 
Fighting Back 


W 0 as everyday citizens are 
so removed from those in power who 
rrake the lows, that often times the onty 
way to focus attention on the raging 
pro diems of racism are to make a 
strong* Jively, visual presence. Denson- 
sTrofir^g cxvd fatties are essentlai pxirts of 
resisTcnce. Jn o society That 
completely controlls us- from starxiing 
in line and raising our hand to go to the 
oathroom when we are children- to 
punthing in arxi out evcfy day ot a job 
mot we hate but ore told that it is our 
only ^egal option .so ‘get used to 
creoTing a space all our own such cas o 
march or rally is on incredibly liberating 
prosp'ecti 

Demonstrations ore just one 
tactic in a strategy wNch irx:ludes tetter 
writing, speokirg at events* putting on 
musical programs* organizing 
oommuruty events* as well as 
defer>dir>g potentiol victimns of racist* 
sexist, or neterosexist violence* Port of 
•hss entails direct confrontation with the 



perpetrators* aithough this should nor 
be elevated to the main Thrust of a 
strategy: W© uncefstond rhal losting 
Chong© comes tfom people banding 
togerher, not from isolated acts ot 
individuals fighting back* On the other 
hand, it is imporiant to realize the 
necessy of this toctic. Fighting back in 
a world which conveniently keeps the 
oppressed in their victim role, can lead 
to new understandings of the nature of 
oppression and the ability to sustain 
their resistance. 

U niversity ARA: History 



T 

University ARA: Structure 


University AfSA is committed to using a 
varreTy of tactics in the struggle against 
oppression* in the short white of our 
existence as o campus-based group 
we were instrumental In organizing a 
iarge meeting of campus groups and 
individual students os a response to 
racist opinion piece articles in Sept* 
1991, ARA then initiated a cal! for 
unified coalition of student groups 
against racism and proposed the 
name The Coalition Against White 
Supremacy (The CAWS). From this 
coalition a demonstraiion ond raiy was 
planned , at which over 500 lively 
students porticipated. We hove 
poillcipoted in forums on racism (albeit 
in different ways than the pane! 
thought), and have issued many 
leaflets and opinion pieces and letters 
to the editor exposing Tom David and 
his Neo-Nazi connections* 



Our group attemph to be nor^ 
hierarchical and democratic* and 
try to work together to find ways to heic 
each other overcome our oppressiv 
baggage that w© bring in with 
Because not everyone hos been 
encouraged to develop leadership 
skills or has access to the sam 
resources to leam 0*e* the computer^ 
U ARA attempts at shoring these sk\U. 
Everyone (s a leader, and no one 
follower ‘ is a motto we strive to ottcl 
if you see things as we do, or ci 
interested In finding out more, check us 
outi 

What is Racism? _ 


Racism Is a social or 
economic opresslon created or 
perpetuated by those In power, tr 
majorllY of whom Identify themselves 
with one color to the detriment of <' 
others. 

For exampte: — 

Our capitalist system relies on 
the condition of a lorge pool r ' 





















unemployed labor to k&ep wages low 
and keep workers competing tor Jobs 
wjtti ]ow wages. White supremacists 
wont to ensure thot all whites are 
employed and use people of color as 
that pool of the unemployed or 
meniatiy- employed to use as a 
scapegoat 

and a prod on white workers to 
occept their condition. 

Although the system oi 
Capitalism tses racist mearis to further 
Its own goals, many white supremoclsTs 
want to seize th© meoris of production 
for THEMSELVES and create a facist. 
racialist State of their own devising. 


Racbm=PreJucllce + Power 



Artyone can be prejudiced, 
but that only becomes Racism when 
Implemented by a group in power 
over other groeps^ 

In Amertca, th© prejudices of 
non-whites are r\ot Rocism by this 
definition because they don't have the 
power to controi the resources and 
maans of produclton of society, and 
by ©xtension.then, cannot withhold 
those Important resources 
Qobs.foodJvxjslngJelsureard culturol 
expression educa¬ 
tion.clothing .©tc-). They are rK>t 
Implemenred In a systematic way 
Cwimln the system ItseiO towards me 
destruction ai^ 

assimilation of other cultures. This Is 
what distinguishes wNte supremacist 
groups ond the United States 
govemmenf s rocism. and the various 
prejudices of people of color. Many 
of these prejudices are 
understondoble os ways of retailing a 
cultural Identity and ke^ng a sense of 
personhood In a social dimat© which 
often tries to undermir^ the worth ana 
numorvty of people of color. 






If you are bom a person of color. 17% 
if your char>C0S In life are determined 
you before you take any action In 
wortd. 


VVriaf ‘s Going Down: 
Current Projects and 
Concerns of U-ARA 


UntversJty Anti-RocJst Action Is 
taking steps to defend ttio rights of 


Organized White Supremacy 

Rocist organizations prey 
upon a white person s tear of 
unemployment In flnonclolly 
depressed times, and attempts to 
Incite fear In people of color by violent 
speech and terrorist actions agalrist 
them, undermining their possibilities for 
resistance. 

White Supremacists attack 
AfArihdllve Action policies, distort 
them, and make them seem 
threatening to white workers. They 
Ignore that these policies ore not the 
problem, but an attempt at a remedy 
by compensating for the bigotry which 
is part of the large-scale economic 
problem of Unem- ployment. 

Unfortunately as a remedy. It 
applies band-aids to a huge arxl 
Infected wourxd. Racism pervades 
the very structure of our Government, 
Economy and ‘Justice* System, 
Despite our taking this view, we are 
rot against Afflrmallve Action: though 
Inadequate to the scope of the 
problem. It counteracts the bigotry 
that could keep people of color from 
Jobs they rteed to survive. 

The Government cannot 
legislate away racism. Tolerance 
comas ftom people educating each 
other. True Chon^ wiB come from the 
Grass-Roots- from people organizing 
towards mutual empowerment arxi an 
end to the systwn of opressors. 

Effects of RadWi 


Communities of color suffer 
tremendousty In the inner cities where 
they ore forced Into crowded oreos 
by high rent prices . becoming like 
small nations y/iINn the larger .Nation 
•that must struggle to avoid being 
pushed to the point of collapse urder 
the sJega of poverty and bigotry. 


% 


.orlous oppressed peoples in 
American society. By searching for the 
causes of, for example, racism, 
sexism, and homophobia, and acting 
on those causes, we hope to affect 
sLd3stantial socir^ and political change. 
Successful activities such os Rock 
Against Racism and on-compus 
demonstrations against racists 
organizing at the university ore 
exompies of some of the work our 
group has done. Seeking to be 
proactive rather than reacting to the 
melodrama of iho right-wing, wo plan 
events that incraosa aworeness of 
rocism. homophobia,and sexism and 
their related social ar>d economic 
causes. 

On February 3,1992, University 
Anti-Racist Action put together a 
benefit. Rock Against Racism, that 
combiried on eclectic blend of local 
musicol talent with speokere of dtveise 
backgrounds raising their voices to 
Rcxrit AgoiTttt Racism. 

The members of ARA come 
from a variety of political 
backgrounds: discussion Is 

emphasized and encouraged at our 
meetings. If you feel you con 
contribute to our effort, please attend 
one of our weekly meeting held 
Wednesday afternoon In Cofftnon 
Union “ check the schedule posted 
dally In Coffman for the room and the 
time. 


Anti-Racist Action PO Box 80634 Mpis, Mn55403 Hotline # 7764022 
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interconnections of AH 
Oppressions 


IT is necessary for antl-rocisTs to 
hov© on understondlng pf tha 
hierofcNchal nctura of our sociaty^ As 
people workii^ to ©ilmlnote racism 
and Qntl*J©wt^ prejudice. It b essential 
to fight sexismJ^omophblaJ^etero- 
sexism, ableism, ageism, fellglous 
dogmatism, and classlsm. These 
ODpressiom oB have common roots, 
based on a theory of wNte, ruing clc3ss, 
heterosoxual donninanc©. Because of 
me meshed noture of oppressions, to 
interrupt and compiaTely dismantte 
one oppression, we must also destroy 
the others . How can a lesbian of 
Afrikao descent daim her freedom 
when the antl-rocist wor Is being fought 
by a group that leaves no space for 
her to be all of who she ts? When w© 
come together as anti-racists, the 
oppressor/ oppressed identtfres we 
have been fought are often plcyed 
out in group dynomics. There must be a 
collective responsibSty within the group 
to not only smash systematic 
institutional oppression but to also 
acknowledge how interpefsonat 
hierarchies get ptayed out in me 
group. 

The connection between 
neo-nail ferroftzation of people of 
color. wimmjn. and queers are cleoL ft 
is impoftont :o see These octs as 
parctJel so thaf the anti-racist 
movement con understand the 
dangers, the rxrrure of oppression, and 
rh© goats of rc2i groups. 

White supremaccts Dfocfic© 
th* extremes cf bigofh'. and by domg 
so make aearer me commorajities of 
these oppressions. Most white 


supremacists claim to hove o sire '.g 
fundamentalist religious bockgre c. 
with which they fusrtfy Their Ideologies, 
especially concerning the nuclear 
family and sexuaiity. Non-heterosexual 
relationships run counter to the 
occepted gender roles stereotypes In 
our society. These relationships are 
therefore considered dangerous, 
deviant, and deserving of punishment 
or violence. Queer wimmin break from 
the way vs/immin are supposed to act. 
They challenge The assumption thot 
men have constant occess to wimmin. 
Society foocts with terrorization and 
violence against people seen os 
different. Queer men are riot seen as 
real men. In actuality they are 
challenging and expanding on the 
limited gender roles taught to them. 

The perpetuation of the Aryan 
race Is of central importance to the 
sexist. homophobic, white supremactsf 
ideology, A fundamental tenet is 
men's control of wtmmin's 









reproduction: white wimmin ore use 
to produce white babies, and wimrru^ 
of color are forcibly sterilized. The 
maintenar>c© of fradlflonol Eurocentr^- 
femity values and sax roles are utilize 
to achieve these goals, as well as _ 
perpetuate a gender and sex-rci 
stareotypos. 

The nature of opprassic 
divides us and keeps us at each oth6_ 
throats, rather than bringing down tht 
straight, white, male, ruling-clc*^- 
system. The more we acknewfege th 

the more unified and strong oi_ 

movement for real equality an t 
freedom becomes. 
























Rostock And It’s Aftermath 



Pogrom Id Rostock 

Oo October 3, Germiny 'cclcbriicd’ the tecond* 
iznJvcrMjy of ni reuaifiCiiUon* or rmthtrthc ■nnexition 
of Lhe fomur GcnniD Democimtic Republic (GDR) by 
Gtnnwjy. Alio on October 3^ boih the fw*right and 
the firdcft in Gtnnttiy icxit in the rtreeii is proirst. the 
foimet 10 call for the expitliioD of all foreignen and 
refugee! from Uv country ^ tod the Utter lodenounce neo- 
0121 violence end to demind open boidert for all refu¬ 
gee*. 

Cemitny'i domeftic politica] order hu been 
grtuly rspKX for the put levcnl mooiht, particularly 
after a t^e* of raciit pogromi m theformer Eait Gennin 
town of Roitodc tmlcuhcd in unprecedented wave of 
organized, arttrlfi by neo^nui youth gang* 

throughoot ill of Oaroany. Tbe acachs m Hjo rtoc^ begin 
on Augim 22 at an anti-foreigoer rally b ^ont of a home 
for aylizm-ioeken. Desphe a tip-off to pohee, only 20 
officert were on band when the viol^ce began. At leut 
100 aeo-nazi yoothi imuhed the wiodowi of building, 
tad even though 100 extn police toon ahowed up, they 
did not mtcrvcDt, and the aoadtt on the refugee center 
Qontmtied uadi deep into the night, TV unagei of the 
pogrom showed oomdeji ncighborhod reiidcnii rtand- 
tng nearby, ipplandfrig and dieering. 

On Sunday night, i line of riot police codd not 
prtveni a lecood nighi of micLi, thlt time by nizi y outbi 
armed with moUtov oodoaiU more, h seemed 

the naiii were very wdl organized ChriftiQ Worth of 
the ftr-righi Ntucrul Utt psrty from Hamburg wu os 
hand to provide leadership, and neo-nafi cadres with 
wtlkymlkies (tod even police ridioil) helped provide 
otgtnizatiocL The obvious lack of police intejventioQ 
it clear dui at lean some eleomu wttbin the poUcc 
force either were quietly lyoapathetk, or may evoj have 
sided is preptntio&i for the seo-saza attacks. This be¬ 
came hmher evident when 100 and-fa*dats were brutally 
dispersed whoi they airivod on the scene-At least 60 anti- 
fsiciflti were arrested in Roeiock on Sunday nighty and 
masy whs placed in prtiOA ceils fuQ of Doo-nazif- 

By Monday, taacki on the refugee hostd in Ros¬ 
tock * jtm Uke one year before in the town of Hoyei' 
twerda-had become a nightly event Hne refugees were 
graaratfd, in i lensc tDeaning that the neo^^iaas had 
been focccsEfoL Moreover, inspired by the events in 
Rostock, oeo-nazii in at least 10 other Oennan dtiei 
doud and atta^ed rdugee centers on several comeca- 
live eveamgi after the initil pogroms in Eosiock. And for 
weeks after ihe cvems in Roftock, there were oountlesi 
moloioT and ftabbingt by oeo-naai in cides all 

acroii Gemuny, 

The March Goev On 

So far diis year, over 20CX) unadu on fordgDcre 
have been earned om by fiidsu end neo-ntzii in Get- 
zziaay« refuhiag In 15 tnd oounileii mjmies. Most 

recently, on November 20, i Berlin iquiaer was killed 
sdrenagrewpofitnofiomiiu camenpon a groopofnazi 
joudis who werebeatmf a foreigner a a subway nahoiL 
the mminj dash, three of the autanpcnisu were 
cue ol them. Silvio Meier, a 27 year-old 
iquauer, was killed: Jq nlghu following Silvio's 
there were eonstatn daihci beiweat autoaomisu 
Ezal neo-mas. Amonoimfu tlto injured ai lost 37 police 
in i militant march through Ecdin cspreitibg ihetr out- 
nge it Silvio'I death- Later in the week, mtotcimiii ind 
Toikish youthi fought agaitLSt police b nou in thenci^- 
boihood of Krenzberg. 

The tiuudon in Geiminy became funher escalated 
on Sunday, November 22, when neo-nazi skinheadi 
fr pt w v fwKfei ihe house of a Toikiih family, killbg two 
Toddsh womea and and 11 year-old Tuikitb girl- En- 
Tsged tz ihii aosekt Turkish youths vowed; ''Ten Get- 
mam For Every Turkr Nine oihef pere<mi were 


wounded in this attack. 

“Attack the Kazii Wherever They 
Arti” 

The fact that neo-nazi gangs 
have been on an organized offensive 
doea not, boweva-, mean that there 
has been no reiiitance, Qiiiich 
gmupt, diizens, and Greena have 
OTgiruzed vigiii in front of refugee 
centen - alihou^ it usually takes just 
i few skinheads with steel-toed boou 
and rocks and bonles to chut these 
folks awty. In cotstiut to this ap¬ 
proach, autonomist ANTTFA (anti¬ 
fascist action) groopi expanded thdi 
•ppcoach of street-level oonf^ta- 
doo with neo-nizii. 

One week a^er the outbreak of 
violence in Roftock, a Large ami-fu- 
eist dexoomtndon was bdd in that 
city. Wbcreai only a handful of po¬ 
lice were deployed to deal with the neo-nan s durmg their 
week of lOacks, upon the tnivil of the AKTIFA demon- 
firetors, at least 2000police were bussed mio Rostotk b 
orderto *\eep the peace”. In other ciiiei u well, ANTIFA 
marches were held, often resulting b oonfrcmiadons with 
police and gangs of neo-nazis. 

On Novemiber S, Gemun political and buibeti 
leaden organired a roasiive '^anti'^ncist'' mardt in Bcr- 
lin. mamly to improve Genniny'■ ttmished image m the 
mteroanonal market. When Quncdlor Kohl * who hu 
threaieaed to dectire a niie of aneigency m Germany so 
ai to more easily deport refugees - tried to mardi at the 
bead of this march, be wai a&acked with stones and 
rotting fhui and aecaiity forces had to rath him awsy. 
Gennan pteiideat Weizsecker was limiUrly prevent^ 
from addressing the ami^redst rally when autonomisii 
wrecked the sound fyitem and bombafded him with 
eggs- Cowering hfdiind a phalanz of riot police on live 
television, Oomany'i political dlle were effectively 
diown to be the hypoaitei they really are. 

Apart from opea, mass activities, autonomm in 
Gennao ddes have also responded with clandesUne ai- 
tadu OQ oizi scene suucturea like right-wing ban. youth 
emten, and fat-iigbt political pu^ officu. A gTonp 
calling itieff dre *TUd Areffasdst Bacti on” burned down 
a fasdst oiganizang ocnierm the dty of Ahrensfelda, and 
kRoftock iuelf, just down the bloci from the bumed-om 
refugee cemer, ibt "Antonio Amadeo Commando** 
(named for m Angolan besren to death by nizii in 1990 
in Ebenwalde) tiadied ihe fir*rlglt youth ccntei 
"MAX”. Such attacks on nas political/eultursl stmeturea 
have been commooplace in Gcrtztaoy for icvera] yean, 
biE the recempogmau in Rostock have given the aczirei i 
a renewed srase of mgency. paiticulaily itnee the neo- 
n*j3 moranoit seam to be gaining in numben and or- 
gtmreiiom Amonomisu have also carried out anacki cn 
govemmental nruemres respooiible for deponadooi 
■ad rectft asylum policies. Mott recently, on November 
21, ■ dsndertiDe cell flie-bombed die judicial faculty 
diviiioD of the Volki-Lni university k Hamburg. 

The Potential Of The Far*Right 

The German government has only minimally re- 
ioed to the recent upsurge b fascin violence. In the law 
courts, young cazit are usually given lenient lenteacei. 
imce the judges umalJy rule thsi the attacki were not 
political, but were raththe result of the youths* "poor, 
impovcfithed upbringing” or "too much alchohor; the 
Oeeman couru have refused to crLnuDalize the far-right. 
Many left-wing ANTIFA groupi, however, have been 
criminal bed for some time. The entire Autooome AN- 
TDFA loenc b the city of Gottingot has been criminalized 


under German law paragraph 129a. In fact, there have 
been 300 cases brought against the ndical-lcfi under 
paragraph 129a, while only 6 proceedings have been 
bfoughi tgiinft fascUti. 

The far-right youah scene has also been altvared 
by in mcnasing noatber of neo-nizi rock batids. fiaadt 
sudi ms StOikrift rile their fans it ooncciti with "Sicg 
Hcill” salutes and lyrics aboot using fLime-tfarowcn to 
extinguish Jews, disabled perfoos, and "gyptlei”. Under 
German law^ such lyrics are tedmically illegil, but cmly 
a few fisciit biudt have had their tongs burned. And 
obviously, being banned only mikes them more popular 
within neo-nazi youth scenes. 

This lack of repression agakut the f*r-ng|d hai 
doue rooch to allow the movement*! continued rise. The 
nazi*i have seen uumedlate reaulti from their a n a c ki; 
&re-boinbkg refttgee homes has led to refugees bebog 
moved out of cenak dries; t^enazii tboat*Toreigneis 
Out! the Geiman govermeat makes paymenu to Rema- 
nil as it deports the Roma people back to a land where 
ihey are rourinely anacked, and while the Gennm parlla- 
meet dEbatea the abolition of Anicie 16 of tbe German 
oonstiiurioQ which guaranteei aU aayhim-i^m the 
right to enter Gnnuny. IdeologictHy, the extreme right 
arei the Gemvan Rate are aftei the same stdi: riie Gemuci 
government wants to hinit and control the kflux of 
ouuidcn Into Germany, thni it can effectively utilize 
peo-nizli as shock troops for Ibissid. Ibe fact that many 
Genutn police officen vote for far-right political parries 
helps explain their rducunce to crack down on protesu 
relliei by far-right grai^ wjih whom they may tadtly or 
openly lympatlty. Thni, it is the ANTIFA movement 
which bn been crimmilized, while the German govcA- 
ment only pays Up servi<% to caiis for a mde-down on 
faT'right extremism. 

There is some hope in the fact that moA rank-and- 
file nids are not at all poHiically developed (altboi^ k 
would be foolish in ignore the well-developed hnerBa^ 
riooal riel which the far-right movement*! leadcrehiphaa 
ettablithcd). To a large degree, young skinheads are 
motivated by the fact that many of than livem tbefonner 
GDR where the economic future it Ueak. WeH-oigan- 
Ized nazi OTgamzaiioni then channel tbdrfrustniiOD and 
energy and translate it bto violence igainA foreignen. 
But with resiitance and represiion, the far-right could be 
defeated The 19 year-old youth who oonfeaaed to taking 
part in the fatal nre-bombing in Mdlln tried to commit 
luicide in priion. And if nazi youthi suddenly foand 
therntelvei under continuous attack frem aimed Tbtkitb 
gangi, for eximple, thoi they would peihapi be kss 
confident in roaning the tireets. 




“OpcQ Borden For AUr* 

Again, whal wai m09l frightening about the acriei 
of raciftanadu m Roatock and ihrougbom Germany in 
Auguft and September wu the degree of public $vppan 
which ihe aEacki corrunanied, and the poHdeal refulu 
which the iP^lri had. The fact that v tolence by oeo-nazii 
waa'iucceaafdl' in hiving refug eci removed from neigh- 
borboodi whoeihcy were 'not wanted* ia alarming. And 
rather than lathing out at the far-righi and calling for 
tolidaiity with the oppreated peoplea^ of the world, 
Germany *1 poLidcaJ leaden from all of Geniuny^i major 
political paitica msiead admitted that tbere wmi bdecd a 
refugee '*{>robl^” ajid that Germany*! oocatJtutioiial 
guirintce to i refugee*a right to aiyluin m«ded lo be 
mftrioed. 

Ai ever, the recent evsita inOeiEnany have ihowed 
the urgency for miltLint aiitj*nciit/and-fii'Cift orgaoizr 
ing. And ihU orgaoiiaiion needi to bo two-fold; &nu 
there Qoeda lo be tfaeoreticaiAdeo logical organking, lo aa 
to be able loanaJyxc^for dimple,theruaoai why global 
capialifm leadi to Urge ntimberi of refugeci beading 
from the ic^verithed lands of ihe South to the wealthy 
otUom of the North, and why we should support the call 
for “Open Bonitn For AllP; and jeoond, the iefloeodt lo 
provide both concrete solidarity with refugeea by sup¬ 
porting their own organizarional effotu, at well aa by 
organizmg our own militant, rtreeulcvel reaistance so aa 
to attack noo^nazif and chdr organizarional itrudcorea 
whoever they ante, Nazii ahould tmt be allowed to walk 
the streeta unmoleited. They are like t caaoer: if left 
nooppoaed, thQ^ wiU ooDtiiiae to ctny out their macks. 
Ann-ricuts ud anu-faacisUDecd to bcjoitaa effective at 
the strcet-levd m opposing them. 


No Easy Sofubont 

Being dtective at stmlevet means more than only 
meeting violencse with violorce. Militancy alme will not 
defeat fasdsm An anii-iaacist movensezit mutt take into 
■mount iht btoada penpoetive; it mtist look at the ‘big 
pioort*. For eiample, the fact that ftsciiis have been able 
to mobilian support, paniailary in East Germany, shows 
that the recent uptorge m thii aedvixy hat deeper roots. 
While ihe fupposediy 'real existing** toailiim m the 
former GDR was anu-faidst, it was so in name only. 
Racisni, and-tonitiim, «td sedim oonimued to exist; 
itminering below the luiface of East German lociecy. 
Ibe many migrtni woikm brought into the GDR from 
o^wr " p o ci ah it '* countries such as VJemam, and Angola 
were detained in ipedal neighbourhoods - luch as 
Rostock*! Lkhtcohsgen - and kepi separate from East 
Geatian todery. 

With reoniScatiait and the subsequent restjaemr- 
tng, East German living conditim have deterioraicd due 
to facioiy doioRi, housing ifaortagei and a |n 

ioaal tervicea* The combinaxioii of atmmering racism 
and econcnnic dedine his cnide Ihe former GDR 1 fertile 

breeding ground for fasciit orgAnlzmg. 

An aoti-fasdst strategy tnun take these and tnher 
issues into aocooai - it must avoid falling hno the tr^ oT 
'ringle-usoe' polities. So, it has to be pUoed withia a 
larger comm of the struggle igalnn capiUHnn, racism, 
sesisiQ, CSC. There ate do easy solutioas to the qi^srioni 
that Ibeie itmei raise. The realiiarion that many Bast 
Germans are bdeeJ ndst is not something ihai can be 
met only with moral oondanaatkm or vioknoe * there 
mass be dialogue tod interaoioiL Beating than un*t 
going to ueoeaiaiily tnra tbera into an aatl-fucifU. The 
left Qumoffer praoical ihcnudvei; and hs politics must 
be relevam and aeeetfible m relation to the everyday 
Struggles of m only the Gennan working class but 
refugees and immigmiu who face fasdst vblence. 
Qcarty, meeting orginired fudit violence requires a 
milttant response but ihii can be only one aptect of in 
iaii*fasci« stmegy. This struggle most be fought on 
many difTcreat levels wbetho 00 the ftjocu, in the facto- 
riu or itmply crying to win over people*i “hearts and 
mind I**. 

(ftvm Arm Th€ Spuii MWIS Aag.-Dr.c 1992) 


“The Real Arsonists Are In Bonn!” 

Fascist Violence Continues To Increase In Germany _ 

On May 29.5 Twkish ptopU wj murdirtd try n40-Na2a in afirtbamb attack on Ifvir hetne in Soiuigtn, Germany 
Tbuaiiact octved only days the German parliament voted to abolish ArticU 16 of the German eonslilutioi 

whkh framed asylum to those who faced political persecution in their homeland. The foitewing is an tduu 
eompilasion articles and apdaies that were posted by ATS in various newsgroups on Internet - a global computer- 
network . during the days thatfoilowed the ininaifiisebt attack. Wt apologise for my inconsistencies in continuity 
clarity. 


Solingea it a town of about 166.000 iohabitanti, 
including some 20,000 nan-Geiman nahonals, about 
8,000 of whom are Tuikiih. The town, which it thoui 
lOkin from both Cologne and Dusteldorf, "ty i 
Wu^^ienil, has doc been tenzDUne from right-wing vto- 
laioe over the last few years. In fici, the firebomb atude 
on May 29 which murdered five Tuiki was, in some 
ways, not CDespcae d. 

Like Wt^speiuL Solinga] is a stronghold for the 
Doo-nazi NPD ps^ational Party Germany] pany. In the last 
decrioci, the I^D woe 4% of die vote in Solingen. The 
Rcpubliluner Putei and other far-right gmupi like Ihe 
Beigisdie Frocil have otai campaigned in the area. The 
autoaomift/anii-fasdA scene in Solingea, oq the other 
band, is fairly new and young, bm an mfoihop was 
estahlixbed eariter this year fay local autoncmlm. 

in Jaznaiy, a moiqat wu fiicbombed in Solingen, 
and ibe windows of foreigners* bouses have been 
B fDuh ed over ihe past few mouths. Nazi grafTiti ts coni' 
moQ in ibe area, aod the gid^end of (he singer of the 
Gennm fascist band StorioiEft lives in Solingas, ihus the 
chy is often visited by membeii of the Dusseldoif nazi- 
scene. There have been coufrootatioiu tn the put be¬ 
tween nazii and anti-fucist punks, and out punk ii still in 
boipha] after one aoeb iff ark. AB of this makes the CDU 
{OiristI«D Dcaoent] mayor socm insincere at best, for 
after iho muden last wcekmd, he commented: “! can't 
undermand bow something like ihis oooid happen m 
Solmgm.** 

Theueighbon of the murdered Tuddsh family have 

stated that cu (he nighi before the aoack, yottog ueO'UazIt 

were shoamg naai alogans in a near-by playground The 
neighbours called the pohee, but the police never came. 
Apparently, nazii cftcu gaihered in this pjay groond or in 
the fidds near ifae Thuki* house. Onre:, the police did 
arrive when the youths were pakting swasiikaa on the 
wall, but aftor a frieasdly eosversatien, the youths were 
allowed to leave;. Tbe local firemsi have also come into 
eontrovbisy; altoough the fire stadou is only 2 minutci 
away fsom the bumed-cui bouse, fire-fighteri did not 
arrive on dse tcaie tmli] ueariy 30 after the fire 

suited. 

The attack In Solkigcu, wfaidi came two days afier 
the Gtntiafi govemtneat caved into far-right prestttre and 
changed the cquntzy*! asyimn laws to severely restrict 
the inflta of retogeca and immignou into Germany, was 
not the only ineb mack that we^md. Arefuglehome in 
Hmincea was firebombed and 3 Ethiopiaa girls were 
injtued, a lefogee hoou in Munidi was anackedL md a 
mainly Ttakish bouse In Wuppertal was mseked Other 
atiadci were rqtoited ebewfaere in Genmany.QDe CDU 
official giving further jusifiemon to auscki, 

staled that ihey were a “re^tocse to the left-tenoiui riots 
which took place as we dunged the taw," 

^bc Real AikdIas Aft la BuuqI” 

On the Saturday morning after the mtuden, a sp^- 
taneoui Tuddtb demo was held. Later in the day, two 
larger demos were held, ooc of natioualift and Islamic 
Turks, md another of German citizens, imonomlfti, and 
left-radical Turkiih orgaoizadons like TKP/ML [Turkish 
Corerntmist Patty/Marxist-Leniiuft] and supporters of 
Devrimd Sol [RevohnioQuy Leftl. ^adi were blocked, 
Gennu govenuneat ofikiali were shouted down, and a 
bratKih of the Deutsche Bank wai attacked In the eve¬ 
ning, there were siili 4,000 people m the itrecu. Fires 


were til to the streets and police retreated after stones 
were thrown ai than. In general, the police were forced la 
tolerate people's anger and not attack the demonitreiora 
on atcouni of all the international media presence & 
Solingen^ 

Oo Sunday, iDOthcr large demo wii held to Solmr'^ 
gen. There were some confri^ntatioTU at this demo be¬ 
tween left-wing Thtki and fascist Turks from the Grej 
Wolves, but iQosi of the righi-wing and DarionalInTurici 
broke off and formed their own peaceful march with thd— 
Islanuc Turki. TbiDughuui Sunday mornings roads, in- 
eluding (he Auiobahn, were blodced. Germans to onr 
apanroait complei threw beer boales at the dono, inc 
young Tuiki responded by auacking the building aj u . _ 
enuhing the windows. Police hid lo fire warning ihou 
to chase ihe youths away. More violence broke out when 
the car of the labour dtqranmmt mirujtcr BlOm wu 
attacked. In general, ihc Turks did not want lo linen U 
anyihing any German govcmmttii officials bad to sayl^ 
and rightly ao. 

The demo eoolinued all day tod miliiazit Egbriii] 
broke out once more as night fell. Nearly all she iioret □ 
Solingeo were a tt ac ke d and many were looted a B>— 
petrol ludon was destroy ed, as was another office of ihe 
Deutsche Bank. A tire shop and a maOresi store wer 
looted in order to make large fires in ib e itrecti. A bui wa 
damaged, and a police depot wu tmeked. The rioiirii^ 
coattoued until about 3aiiL Tbc media tried to bliznc 
“violent luiortomists” for the riou, although the 5,000 
people inihe streets wereaimoa all Tuikisk One cop wa. 
itriured and 17 people were arrested on Sunday dght. 

On Monday morning, demos wore once again hddT^ 
Police preEcnee in Solingen was now very heavy, and 
ttnili of (he ami-ierrorifl GSG-9 force were mobOiacd 
Marehof and vigils continued all day, and when nigh 
caaac, street fighting broke out once more. There were— 
again acmeprotdons with the fasdn Grey Wolves, bus 
most of anger was directed agamst police and whatevci' 
stores and officei bad been mined during tbe prevloui 

riou. There were also riots m Brcmsi and Eom as well u._ 

drenos in Beriio and Hamburg. More riou ar&expecied in 
Gennsny this week as toamigrani organizaiicni, left- 
wing Tuitiih groups, and autenemusu are all planning 
demoi in many dciet. h is also feared that the police will 
be heavy-banded tt the demos, for although the poHco^ 
were forced to back-o£f during the initial riots in Solingea 
because of all the imcmitior^ media anearioOt Ger¬ 

man media and Qianccllor Kohl have now begun i 
imear-cainpaigii against leftist youths {both German and- 
Turkish), say togforGtampie;“Hundredi of Tuiks, led by 
Autonomea, rampaged thiongh the eity-cttitre, setting 
fires and looting Stoiesr 

Open borden for alll 

Attack (he fascicu wherever they are! 

{mfortTidtionfor this article nw ttq?piied by amaaormsi 
comrades from Wi^perial) — 

Violent Demonstrations Spread To More Gemraii 
Cities 

On Wednesday night, more violent dcmonsiratioar 
were held by Turiutb protestors and Gemian tuion- 
omistj. In Hamburg, 29 p»olice went injured afterbouri of 
ttreei-flghting. Atucks on property caused damage oJ 
over one milion DM, and there were only 32 irresu. 




Grief dto tsimtsd to tuger once ifter« memo- 

rii] lervicc forihe five murdered TurkJ m wbea 

*bout 150 T^jfttth youthi riaicd la the downlown wm, 
xmiihio^ wiodowi tnd. chtsLmg jtnu-fiicifi iJogioi- 
Thc youtbf ciiued 500,000 DM (kmigc; ibcre were 22 
urettj. 

Diftuibvicei were ilio icpoited m Soiingoi. In 
fftCt, there have been riou every night tn Germany iLibce 
SitujrdAy to proiest the killmg of ftve Turki who died m 
ft Deanna fircboiob attAclL But the Oemifta eutborides 
ftUi rehiie to crimirudize the Gemio fu-righi, imtiting 
that the atiftek wu the work of i cnJJtd mdividuaJ md 
n-ftj not fto sa of right-wing loror. Od die other hand, the 
Germta iiEonomouj loti^fuclft movcmcni if oontid- 
ered ^^dimmftl'* by the Gcnnn withoridei. 

In other newi, the oeo-naa NPD party planned to 
hold iu p«ny ooofemoe in Bavaria thii we^oid, hn 
police ctDCdkd the evtsu, ttaiing thu ihey were far too 
biuy trying to conuic Tuririih aad left-wing rioten to 
uke time to try and piotca the KPD oonferoLce. 

(it^ormaiioH by auUMomirt cumrades in Wup- 

ptrUil) 

Mort Neo-Nul Atudci In Gernuny 

Ot) Samitiay JuneS.afamily of TiiAf in the town 
of Haningeo nano wly maped death when they jumped 
out of (he windowi of their bouie whi ch had been let on 
fire by neo-naziL And m the to wn of Koonanz, a Turidih 
icftatuiiiL wu dcfcoyed by file m whit alao appean lo 
have been a right-wing lenorift inark 

Deipiie these Laiesi lOaekSi Chancellor Kohl*! 
German govemmeni hat stiU failed to fhlly lay the blame 
on and criminalize far*right eznemiA fzonpa. In the 
Solingen attack, the govcmEncnt wai iohialty daiming 
that the deed wai the work of a crazed individoa) yooih, 
but the aimst last week of fourmorc nochiiazii tn eoanec^ 
don with xheSolmgmmuiden has made ihif claim by the 
German uithoritief look truly fooliih. Of those anened 
last week, oneiiian is a 23 year^ld iddier and a member 
of ihe far>right DVU (Q«maa Peopk'i Union) party. 
The second is a 30 year-old nun who was dismissed hom 
the army for being a member of the far>ri^ Bergiiche 
From oiganizaTiep; diU nun atio helped found a Dco-pari 
martiil aits dub in Sdingen, a dnbwdricfa often previdei 
thugi to aa as lecuriiy goaids for far*ri|hi politkal 
eveati. The other two men aimned were both 16 yean- 
old, one a football hooligan md a maaber of die noo-nazi 
karate dub, and the other the son of a docsor with no 
known mneoioiu to ihe local skinhead scene. 

In Solingen, more than 15,000 people bdd an uti- 
ndit demonmuoQ on Saturday to emoe again denounce 
the fmdn murder of ihc 5vc Turks, wid dice again, 
claihd eiupied with police w^idiresdltad in smsti and 
injuries to both police and dononitmorf. Also at this 
demo, bowever, 1$ people were injured in dasher he- 
tweai Iddm (Ttsks, Kmdi, and German amoDOtniits) 
Bid memben of the ftad A Turkish organizatiofi the Gray 
Wolves, Demoostiaiions were held in other Germaa 
ddei at well, and in Fiahkfuit/Daimsudt, several higb^ 
ways were blockaded by lefE>wing demonitiaion, 

fi^cTTnarion supplUd by Witpptrtal autonomist^} 

AntKFudsIs Denoonce Kohl - Ecfistaaoc Conthnwi 
In a report issued lift week by theGciman goven^ 
mea, there have been i total of 5S1 ani^onforeigpcrt, 
50 on leftiits, and 24 attacks carried out by 

right-wing extremists in Germany so fax in 1993. Just b 
the past few days, it least four more Tmkiih houses were 
firebombed by right-wingen, bui the German govem- 
raembas auU takoi no iteps to stop this righi-wing terror, 
and Qtancellor Kohl has not even had the decency lo 
publicly dcnocmce the ri^t»wnig and to express his 
solidarity with fordgnerf (presomably because he feeli 
none). Monday, Kohl mted that he stayed sway 

tncmorial lervleei for the five Tuikiib womm killed in 
SoUngen because be waniio be jeered at is front 


ofTVc«itf«.^ 

When Koh! visited the newly-renovated Berlin 
CalhedimJ en Sunday June 6, more than 1000 antl-fiioiits 
held an angry demo ouuidc and tried to pelt ihc Gcnnan 
leader with eggs. Even msidc the church, several paris- 
honen were aiMted by police^ one walked to Kohl*i 
face and shouted **Hypocriier, and two others were 
dragged off after unfuiiing a bazmer that read *Tbe Rea] 
Arioaim Are in Boas”, a ilogaa referring to the Oennao 
govemmentk deciiicu to scrap lhat coiintry*! liberal 
asylum laws, a ractn move that was a direct caving-in to 
presiurc fiom neo-naii terror groups. 

Os Monday, four Tutkiib yombi set fire to the 
offices of the CSU party (■ coniervative chriitiau demo¬ 
cratic ptny; part of Kohl's rulmg conservative coalition) 
in the town of Aschaffoiburg. Unfoitunatcly, ibe youths 
were arrested. 

Lsa weekend, violent dsnoitftndoni were held in 
Berlin, Snmgait, and Solmgen. In the woiking-cUsi 
noghboibood of Krenzberg hi Beriin, Turki and auion- 
omiiti secud barriesdef and atuckedpolice with stones 
and mokitiivt. Ai least 3 police were injured ind 5 people 
were arrested- In Stuugan, more than B5 Tiuki were 
Anestedaftera rampage which tndiaU anaUack on a bar 
frequeoied by American soldi ers. In Solingen La A Satur¬ 
day, stTcet-figbcmg broke out after a mas i-demonstratioo 
of more than 15000 people. The number of injured cops 
and doncxistratora was in even 36. At leaA 31 people 
were tnesud « charges of weaponi pottessica (include 
ing knrvea and guns), and more thin 350 otben were 
detained on riot-relaiod cbargei as the unreA ^nlinued 
umil eariy morning. 

Du^g Ibe SoBngm demo, fighu broke out be¬ 
tween kftifU end memben of the Tinkitb fasdft organ]* 
ZAjoe the Gny Wolvea- (It is interesting lo note that the 
American media tln^ refers to the Gny Wolves u 
^cxtremiAs'* and faib to meotioii tbai they are right¬ 
wingers; Ibe Gny Wolves are ftsdAi, Hus 'overtighi' 
on the pan of the media Is obviously designed ip equate 
right-i^ left-wing viokaoe, wfaidt Is abiuid. There U no 
li^aiity whosoever between right-wing murders of 
foieignen or Irftifts and left-win|/inti*fafciA utadil 
againA police md c^ritaliA ptopefty.) During the Solin- 
gen desno, police fomed a 'KtUfiV mmd a group of 
200 Grey Wolves aad detained them OQ the SUM for 


several boure. Then, about 30 (tee above) were urestcc 
and will moA likely be deponed lo Turkey. On ihc one 
hand, this doesn't scon like a bad thing, lince they are 
fascists, but on the other hand, the motive behind ilua 
deportation is reeijt (they are Turks) and not political ^Of 
the police are also right-wing). 

Fodcral prosecutor Alexander von Stahl fmally 
released more infonnauon on the Solingen murders. It 
seems that the two 16 yeai-oldi ipread gasoline on carpet 
and newipapere m the enurance of the Tbrki home while 
the two older faicisti (also now in custody} flood gnaxil 
(Tbii euct same method of breaking imo the entrecebaJI 
and ipfuding gasoline and newspapers was used m the 
recent Atack in Kattingen which nearly killed a Turkrih 
family, but police Aill insi A ihe mnacks were not coordi¬ 
nated.) But despite the fia Thai ihree of the four minder- 
eri were active in fu-rigbt political oigmizations, van 
Suhl slUI refuses to admit that there wu my orimized 
right-wing ioteart behind the muzdere. He intiiu the 
youths were just angry and drunk. Again, despite the fact 
that the German autonomlA an!i*fatciA movement it 
considered “crirmnal'' by the govemment and hundreds 
of anu-faicisu ar^ T\iikf have been arresfed during tbe 
umeA of the pan week, neo-ntzii are still walking the 
sireeu, still doing political oigamzing, still artaoking 
foreigners... 

In general, the far-right seems to have made a 
conscious re- adjumnent in its policy. Mon of the recent 
right-wing atucki htvebecQ timed at foreigners wbo tre 
long-time reiidenrs in Germany, especially Turks, nther 
than rdugees^ Dui is uodereiandable; for the put IE 
months or so, the far*rigbl carried out coord inaled anarkt 
on refugees, and the Geiman government responded by 
changing Germany'i asylum Uwi and dosing ofi 
Oennu^'s bortlen. In other words, the nazi tenor-cam- 
paigG was a coiiqilere success and the rights wing got what 
it wanted Mow they have turned iheir focus to other 
foreigners living in Germany with the aim of having 
Geimany change its laws regardbg forelgncri living in 
Germsny. Given Kohl's recent onduet, he may be 
lympathedc to this aim bimsdf. 

(ii^OTTTurion laJunfromaiaonomist and capitalist modia 
sourcu} 

{From Aim T/u SpiHsInfo BulkUn #1 */irwi99J> 
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Fundamentals Of The Antifaschistische 
Aktion/Bundesweit Organisation 


The need to organize eiifting rati-fudit groupi 
grew oui of the recognitSoiithii ihcAnufiiDoveim!)! cm 
only becofoea accidly tdevixapotidcal force wbsiibe 
iniinkei of AoLooomcQ ftruoaie of ibe pan few yetrt 
He exuniiied lod the renilu of lucb an 
miegnted into pncuce. 

1 f irntng frctit our miftikei mrant' 

- lettiqg go of AutoDorao] ‘*gh 6 no politid” by opening 
op to the public (uiing tnati media, fonzting coalitions); 

- atoving ftesB. mycrarei of maccountabllicy toward 
respofuibillty tod ipptoadubiljty; 

- ibaodonnif dUconneoed thoomi caJ debate* oo the cne 
hod ud "Atdoaifmua** ["tedoniim*^ - (anying 
001 Bojona wiiboQt i pohtiai faaie) od the other and 
adopdixg, iattead. coodnuoui work bated oa fuDdamcQ- 
tii prisciplei that make mohi-rugioml co^opemioo 
possible. 

For the AVBO, this meant devdaptng a ftnmg 
utociaiioQ at i baiii for brmging our atijoDs aod aelf' 
UDdentaodzog buo public discuatiotxi. 

Iflduding lue of the media m our nawgy will 
coabk tu to become a noteworthy political force. 

B rin g in g already existing groups In comicctioa 
With ueb other sKam oonimumg lo focua on local woik. 
These groups otgaaize tbctnsclves legiDiially and said 
truftwoitby delegates to the coabdon meedngi. 

Rccoguizzog (bat the groi^ in the orgaaizadoQ 
have developed mder diffetBit conditiofis (some &otti 
the AmoDomea scene, othen cmiiely mdependentJy) 
and define ihemseJves in varying ways, one of iht loog- 
tom goalj of the orgem^atico ii to develop a commoa 


_ On Tht Mwmdng tvmiaiudfipm pnid&uM page 
be marbiblft by port and in an of&ce arid thoold have 
cooiioa for &e press- 

Gity paitocnhipc provide the opponuoiiy formtilii- 
legioiia] help m building up new gm^ The diffeveat 
organizaDonal stages in West tod East are of ipedat 
coosidenuion. The AAfBQ can o0er help in 
ftmenzies ai wdl u ajuwensf detaO qoeadoni, wiKfher 

dxy be pnctkal, tedmical, cr IqaL The focal pomt 
sbodd be the spreading of polhkal experience. Pbs tibil i- 
tjo to bccOTK a local or regiOBjlpolitical force iboold be 
sought oca and taken advantage of. 

It is time lo coimier the glowing tight^wtng and 
fasciit fouanrei with our own politically tckvmt 
tmei. Thoi cum be done by indiTidiiul Autonomcn 
gioc^ alecie* era when they art lel^vely weU-orgm- 
Ised. It ii time 10 come out of the Icft-ghettoa and to move 
away from maoivet firMOgioepolitict and lo bcosnic a 
progressiTe^poiidcally active force that adecu society as 
a whole. 

The necesmydeveiopcDeig away frooi purely anti- 
Nazi polfikf toward and ovo-ieidilng political p i ug i am 
will itnin moA Antifa groopa beyond thetr et paniy so 
long it ibey do not organiie in i commoii group, Con* 
unoouj and itmcgic co<opentioii in organization 
presaiu the po«ibiliiy to become a soctally rdevani 
force. 

Only the daennined multi-lepouaJ organization 
offers the pouibQity \o escape from the momeiitiry 
lodal iioUtioD and lo counter the hegemooic politick 
and lociaj mood over a long period of ume. 

AntiTaadst Actwo/KitJou-Wlde Qrganiutloii 
Aaguiil993 ^ 


lodil analysit. For this theoietict] work. It ii necesiaiy lo 
ddate social themes (patriarchy, ihc fiaie. apiial...), ^ 
their cauaei, and work out their social and miemaiioeal 
iigolftcaoce- Fmilmesi about the diffeteot levels of 
experience of the vaiioui groupiii a primary pieie^pjij site 
for duj pfojecL 

L Background History 

hi 1991, the Anrifi woik group of an mfoshop 
railed a naUmi^wide meeting for anti-fascists. It quickly 
became evident this many groups had recognized the 
need for mnhi-iegtonaJ ergaruzatkm with the goal of a 
coannon political praxis, Hk fun step m this direcLion 
was estabtuhfflg regular mcetiDg of d^ates of Autifa 
groups. 

Ai the fim meetings, the form and goals of Atuon- 
omoi organizing were discus led. Thoughts and ques* 
taons ou ihts ihGiie, bcludmg ditcusiion on various 
critique papers 'm left oewipapeit, were aired, 

Ihepraoical co-operatiou of the grot^ taking pan 
m the organizing process was btcaiified at the same 

Tbe Em cemaeu result was the develo|ancot of a 
model w^hkh serves ai i genemi oricniarion arid attempts 
10 into practioe the lesolutioDi of the oiganizaDon. 
This model alto iketdiej out a plan to bohd up the 
orgamzitioD. 

H. Stnsctmt Of The Orgaoizaiion 

TTie Model (Formal Framework Of The Or- 

gaokitloD) 

L Nuk And Emblem 

The name "Antifatchistiiche Akiion'" Is used with 
fteadditioo of "Bundetweit OTgaiuzarion"(abbrevuied: 
BO). The anblemiI related lo the 1932 emblem, but they 
sbcokl not be mixed up. b the BO emblem, the red and 
black flags lean from left to right, A Urge cursive 
from which (A)nxifaicfaiitisobe (A)krioQ are written, 
kani agatnsi the flagi. Undemeaih pobllcaiioiii it easily 
recognixed and can be used by localAegional groups, 

2* Orgulned Groupa 

Tbe organization is comprised of existing groups of 
varkm sizes and organizaiiaiial atniemre. At this time, 
ihedtiesAcfioDi pairidpating ast (alphabetically}: 

BerimCAotifaAAP) 

Beilffl (re.LS, « fuer eme Imke Stroeaung/for a left 
stream) 

Beilb CR.A.L * Rote AmifaschistUebe Inidative/Red 
And*faadsi bitiirive} 

Btdefdd (Unabhiimgige AntifiAndependenc Amifa) 
Bonn*Rhciti/Seig (Autifa^ugatdfronL: Antifa/Yeoih 
Front) 

Braimsdiwetf (Astifasehistitche lugend/Anti-fucift 
youth) 

Buende (Antifa) 

Goettingai (Autonomc Artlifa (M)) 

Koeb {Antifasduftische Siadueilkx^rdiniiton/Acii* 
Fascial District Cooidbatioa) 

Mainz/Wietbiden (Actifa) 

Pxiuu (Antifischiftiiche Aktion) 

Sued-Tbueringeo (Schwarmer Ast/BIick Branch) 

Eased on thcli previous experience, (he groups 


have developed criterion for mcroberihip in the organs* 
zatioQ. 

B. Futtdamaittak And Criterion For MembeTxhlp — 
One of the focal points ii luppoiting regionally 
isolated tnti-faicitt groups. Thertfoic, continue us, rcr 
ognizablc work - both theoretical and practica] - shouJ 
be made public. This wiU enable the BO to become _ 
political factor in these regiont/states. 

Regular and leriooi panidpation to debates, con 
trituiing effort, mItittJve and ideas at the nailcn*wid 
meeiingi, and carrying cut common dediioni on ifa 
state, regional and nation-wide levels are expected of the" 
panicipaung groups. 

Experience has shown that a fixed group itructur 
le. the regular paiticipaiion in group meetings, it nece 

saiy. _ 

Independenoe from political paniea is i roquiro- 
meot for woridng within ihe otganization. 

The political fo^ point for procucij work It ant 
fascism. 

The fight against fascism is alto a fight against tlie" 
soda] conditions (oompetitioti, patriarchal todalixation, 
isolation...) which lead to the willingneis of indlvidui 
to accept fascist/chauviiiift models of thought. The flg 
U aimed at devclopmg m c^iposttionaJ potiUoa to capE=- 
lalitm, from cxploitition and oppirosiion, in an inter- 

nadouil frimeworiL 

in terms of refugee polltica, for example, am 
fascists cannot stop with ju« an expliniiion of the 
creasing radit acacks on asylum severs and "foreign¬ 
ers". The causes of world-wide migntion and ihe reper. 
eustioni of intemationa! economic politics of wette 
induiirialized Ditions on eastern Europe md ihe cou 
tries of the io-ca!]ed third world must also be exposedT 
These mtenutional connecdofii must be und^stood u 
doiely rtlating to the struggle here as well. 

This understanding of anti-fat d it work ti peTspe 
five and it carried out u ^ropriate to the situation ai^ 
local oontexL 

4. Formation And Structure Of The Orgxntotlon 
The different condirioos in the country, city, atw-- 
vaiious rtgioni are behgk^m mind in ibefoimatton of 
the orgsnixatioa, Tbe tituadon in the East is under par- 
ticslai coniiderarion, u Ibe political lituarion there j 
etpedatly tense and ihc anri-fascki infrasuuauie iii 
weak. “ 

a. Unorganized Indivldtialf 

The starting point for brineing in mdtviduali is l 
put them in connectioa with already exirting groups. '— 
There are often funoloning inri-fasdit groups m 
the ddel. However, the few anti-faicim In rmei ^ycms ai 
abnort entirely unorganized 

The Latk gf the organized groups ii lo lend tuppov^ 
in titete cases. There ire many ways to do this: ihuiug 
infOTmirioa, helping with mataial», exchanging presep- 
tationi, organizing actions together, giving financial an 
infiastructuTil aid, working together on a regular basii 
etc.., City partnerships, above all between East and WesiT 
can help establish regional connectioni and, at the tame 
time, ensure ihe necessary praxii-grioaied exchang 
between East md West mil-fasctm. 

b. Organiifd Groups 

The group! work independentiy from one anothc" 
They act accordingly to local ciroumiunces and chooi 
their ov^Tt focal points. They should, however, keep t_ 



dote oonuct wiih tbe Qrguii;^lion tad uke in 
TGgianiJ ind niiion>wide meetinftf ^ The groupf ihould 
nuke r\i£geftioai for conxmen ftctiooi end, et their dii^ 
cmion, pejiidpei; in ■ctioni decided on ti the neiioci- 
wide mcc^iDC 1. Became the focui 0 f iheii w 0 dt i I decided 
localJy, groupt ihotild decide which political path mikei 
moil lente for their region and sphere of mflucnce. 
Foiiible rtaning poinu: 

- ootliiion work 

> a>*opcntion with imitiigrant and refugee, Jewiih 
woiDGi^f, leibian, gay, and iiboiir groupin.. 

' youth work 

c. Re^kniml Meetings 

The gfoupi anen^ to panidpate b regional poli- 
dca, initiating regional mcctisgi or working in already 
exifting coilitioni. They an retponitble for bafonning 
the reprr.ieaied groupi abouithe AA^O^ If the opponu^ 
niry md wiUingaeti in the regioeial tneetingt antet, 
regional groupt thouid Mid delegatei to the nation-wide 
meeting c. 

The regional nreeringi are m exprcition of the 
aoempt to itnd ■ realiitic and preaical political oonDc<> 
dm between groupa with difTetfog lituadoni. Th^ pro¬ 
vide the tmeimediatc nep between differest orgaruind 
grevfn and the ^otmger" t&oiganized groupt, K eon- 
eept for bow to let regiooa] politics in motion should be 
walked out more fully. How initiatives and campaigns of 
the AA/BO can be earned oiA, with regard to the stage of 
devclopapca mud type of regional group, most also be 
deietmitied- 

d* Nation-Wide Meetings Of The AA/BO 

In order to aa and discutt dfoctively fong-ierm.the 
nation-wide meetings are delegation meetings. Their 
pTidJctl and dreoretical capacity U currmily veiy lim- 
ito(L This ii due, in put, to many groups being in the 
beginning stages of organizatiocL Ai this time, die meei- 
mgf primizily serve the purpose of inte&fifytng contaa 
baween the groi^ The fo^ pobii for the near fbmre 
are: 

- developing an overmU picture of the strengths and 
WGiknntaet of the regtoni; 

- binding mui through iaiensified oontaci and co-open- 
doa to that dedsioni can be made (eventually) on ihoit 
nocice and by just a put of the group; 

^cbsigbg ^onnadm among oortelves (leminan, 
Btemal eduahoo, youth woik}; 

. cuahliihbg the necessary infnatmeture and fonnstiai 
smicntres; 

• working out the next sugei m a oooc^ of political 
strategy; 

^ carrying out practical inidnhfes (campaigns)^ 

Tha ikiegailoD Piind^e 

Dclegtfion wu adopted In order for the naxiOB- 
wide and ttgioul meetsigf lo be dfecUve working 
meetmgSi Each groi^ tends at many ddegiies as is 
necessary for each region to have one ot two people in 
each work gioupi When possible, wotnoi retd mssi 
should be delegated m eq^ numben. Because most 
antifa groi^ are compri^ of only 1/3 women, diis 
sy stem means more woxk for women. The dedsion about 
delegaiing by gender remains vp to tbciiLTbe poisfbllpy 
of dianging dclegmtes depends oo the group sitaation. 
Some eschaoge, however, should be Bisured. The dele- 
gales ihould perdcipaie several timet in the merningf m 
erdef to settle m will, woik ^ecdvcly and help orient 
Qcw dclcgaies. It It up to the groups lo send dclcg miei who 
have the trust of the group. 

I, InformadoD l^change 

Few examples of effective, predica] oo-openhon 
and no program can be expected during the first 

stiges of the organoaiiotL The criterion named above 
cau be Kcn as couteoEui and the rest it ttUL to be worked 
OUL 

Because it it not poiiible to diicuii content ques* 


uons in a nation-wide meetingf, work groups (intemil 
and with other groups) will be formedn Their leiuiii will 
be ditcuiiedinthe groups and can be cooidinated aiihe 
nuioD-wide meorngt. One function of ihe work groups 
ii to assess and devdop poiitions on current evenii on 
which grotp mitiaiives can be based 

A political platfann will be published in wiiuoi 
form ic order to aisure that it Li a binding documeni. 
Forming > )ow*key theory publica&ci] (for an exchange 
on anii-fasciit thcoiy sid praxis, for example) is also 
under considemion. 

Initiatives from grot^s - like suggeitlont for cam¬ 
paigns - can be pmteaiLad in wriuen fem They should be 
sent lo groups eaiiy to lhai tb^ can be discusled and ■ 
position be developed oo them. The groups' position, 
along with my critique, cm dian be brought to theoaiion- 
wide meexmgi- 

The basil for further organizitional steps - next to 
the eoQiiauoui exchange at the delegates' meetings - Is 
the fonnsuoti of i tiihi contaa md Mormaiioa network 

Aoothes' pretpecc is for the BO to set cp lu own 
press md mfonnaiion orgin and, postibly form m *"tn- 
foimition service** that would coUect all infoEmadon 0n 
full length md witboui commeutaiy) that Is relevant to 
thegmups. 

In order io aiseti snd critique the politics of other 
groups, it ii necesiary to know and be informed on 
the pairicukr oonditioni of di^ermt regioos and dries. 
This U hnportaat, for example, when « danonstratioa 
should be iuter-regjonaliy siippgned. It must be clear iu 
the preparation stages m wbai con text die acriooi stand, 
what cm be expected, what goals cm be ainifid for, and 
what kind of parridparion makes seme. 

This is potttble by putiiDg together regularregitmal 
■od state teporu m which local aoiviiy and the assess- 
mail thereof is docommted. These repoAi ritoulil be 
presmied quarterly from ail groups or regiont In writtm 
form. 

These city/regioaal rqiorti should bring iudividua] 
groups 10 m equal level in terms of hifomiatiaa and make 
well' researched md itiucnired, effeoive work possible. 

Knowing about the activities of oriier groups can 
stmmlsie actioni in di^ereai gtoopa. Presentationi on: 
fascist orgamzaioni; colonialitm/kupciiallim; Auton- 
omoi SdUi-fasciim, dc., can be exchanged miteid of 
being woikcd ommmy timci by different groopt. Gen^ 
erel posters md leafteu cm also be exchangeiL Events 
lhai are planned well beforebsid can be acoompuried ^ 
uiiion-wide posten, fiauKed ooUeoively, Gmoally, 
md aooottlittg to arvailatihty, present technology like 
faxes and electronic mail will be used The atmarive 
computer network "Spimtaietx" ii a good opponuntty 
ihat ihould be iffilirrd 

The work grotqi on fascitt orgmizaiioni som on 
iocoQuiig tnfomuiioii and presenii just rile esientiali to 
the groups. The job of ihe nation-wide meeting and the 
mdtvidoil groups is to make something out of this raw 
mfosnadon. 

d Public Reiattoni 

One of riic main ftmerioas of the orgmizatioa is 
public rdstioai. It should be possible for intcrefied bdi* 
viduals to appToadi or reach ail organiialioiu via post or 
In penon* at m office; The prinrary amsidostioa is to be 
a political and oulmral orientarion point for u many 
people SI possible. Imeiisive regicnaJ press woik ii es¬ 
sential to rtrengthea the effects of poliil^ work. Contaa 
TO regional preit, school papers and to intci-regioDai 
mamstream iicwi|apen should be striven for- The usual 
public relauDat metbodi: leaflets, posters, infonnation 
tables, sod demoaftrmoni, will coniinue to be used. 

- WbenUUung with the pre», in istervtewi for exunple, 
it is unportant that the person asked docs not appear as 
"official spokespervon" for (he orgmization. Although 
they ihould refer in their membership in the BO, It ihould 
be clear that ihcii responiibili ty md aocounubihty la to a 
loqsi or legioDal groop- 


- la this way anti-fascist work will be ioExoduced to a 
wider public. In addition, cona^rts, exhibiu, fdm show¬ 
ings, radio progTami,coQfereQCes, semmart, and caznpa 
are possibilities for preimlmg our poliUcal potUitn lo 
new people. The initiative **Anri'faidst Calendar^ is also 
utodited with the organ!zaiion and should be conUzw 
ued. 

Our ftandpomt will continue to be pubILshed m 
independent Autonomen and iefrisi peters. This esabtea 
groups that are not associated wtib BO to keep in 
touch and debate the organizarioaal piooest, tetiona, 
campaigns and further development of the orgaoizaiion. 

in, Goals/Peispectivcs 

The goals of iheorganizarion are detennined along 
the lines of what is considered realistic. They can be 
divided into ibofi, mid- and loog^tenn goals. 

The conitructiou of political praxis md i whnir a l 
and peraotmel smiOures as well ti co-operation on spe^ 
ctfic projects - are sbort-twm goals of the individual 
member groups. 

The develofanentof common stindpoints on Theo¬ 
ries of faicitmi imperialism, and patriireby tad a general 
sodal analysis will be started immediately, but belong to 
mid- and longa-tenn goals. Hiey are comidoed part of 
rise organizational process. Part of this social analyiii is 
woridog out 1 pracucabk strategy. One of the pomu m 
this strategy is offering apositive lodml osienurionpoini- 

A compiriiorv political line cannot be developed 
from The different fc^ pomu of the various organis*- 
dons. The gnidint principles must be newly deBned. Aa 
esacmial requiremcaL ii the cominuous oo-opeixiicsi 
baweai the gtot^ b the BO. The bat is for other goals 
should grow from these politics. Thli bdudet BO't own 
position on particular riiwnM u well es answen to socie¬ 
tal qucftionf. Much more emphuls will be placed on 
public relations than has been the case up n> now. Oar 
own potitians must not joit be formed, but also be 
brought Into riie public. 

It is possible to do more theoreiicaj md pnoical 
work, 1 pan of 'nducti should be cultunJ aoivmef. We 
ondemand the nation-wide orgamzatton as a long-tetm 
developtnent that has the fonnarion of a wide, gmnlly 
prtaicablemovcoie&l as a gcaL A movement that devei* 
ops a counter-potllioo to the exifring system and onethm 
ffghts > with its own weapons - the begcmoiuc spdal 
structurel 
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Afsiur r** Fai^ OfXM&iiif CttOnt 

Om cf fonoMt Jiiaaxieni iA>u Am Acm faing «n n GtrmoJif mtr ih* Sait two ytars it a tFtaaiioa ebtna an 
orta/aaE^OMi modtinii it tryiKf to draw m tSit a^rUoeu md Uatn tiu Sutani from iht Autonomeit 
mtntit^ aidto btdida naioowidt (fedtrai) ttraourt. 71teAat^ostiit Aaiaa/Natien-Wide Ortanisaitoa {AA/BO} 
If tSu baguHuiitt <4 a er^niiatum, widik Aai arittafrom dittassion going on in varioia autoaomtn, antifaiciti 

Ft>V*- ^^BOamowtaiinifractk^iuiuandhatgontptiblie.n»individitaImtmbtrgrt>iipti4tJuAAfBO 

tte MfUiB tewnt andrtguua in Gomooiyfiwm tSwbaiitoftht tlniaitt. TA* idto it that tht regional ttniava 
wOJ e^delegaiet to thtfidtral maetingt, where the Inn:/ ef arganitaiion eliowt it. However, in this iniialphate, 
ainumagdeUgatuarweeiu fy the iiidM^towitgroiptiotlu/edera/meetingi. Tht main envhattt in the decitCott- 
''•aJjngJ^OCea.build^jKdiliealtinietiot*, the hatit/er arganaatienand/iracticeirdteentraiited. ia„ ihthe towns 
^ regions. The noitomai inetiinge gnavniee the cMioct, the exchange tf ideas and tiperieneet gained iii the 
bmi^ werkandfheeocptraiien batwtaihevaneusgroveandiwajeett.ThelengUnngoaJittobeable loenake 
dtttsiem and campaign onanati^ Uvd. We eondueted this iniertnew with a nnUandfemale comrades, whose 

F"9^F^4>htAA/BO.Sinet it it oltoaprindpU^thtAAfBO that the grottpsorerespaasitlefor their loealily 

" rt/TOowBWM ^lAf AAiBO. btafar themtehes.A state has yet been reached. 

vHterebythe mdhndM^gronptere inaptmtion to reprtttnl the entire erganiiation. We have given the etmrades the 

HAM AMd Mf AnJUr. 


Wbj 4»7 <m ptrwBflj tdu pm iB tm project? It b 
mUpplntprocMi which r<Mi ltt*«ci«atat ap<ML 

Wfaj d* JM think thM u wfABfaitkn ii aecanrj? 

AfthUK Ibcvit becQ pulim D poEiticd ptiaptnft 
the tB i tf Hc if htiCT 1 hfr-gmc poUd^llj Kiire ia tls 1mm 
y«mid^$XMs^knim{Ahpati^mmy)y^(iyihMvt 
lmMajw^hmaypiMjpimAvMMi¥a tmeeibciLl 
Ibiak ibM my CTpprwci eollEaed m y«n m 
Mhiof sew IQ tuny Muidct bn m Gomiiiy: frotif>i 

ibM f efl cm te ttmpilgiu «ere im, t of 

c omTnam atti.cyckpoliDq, tad jail wTtfaafmfeclmf.bt 
of ^ii tind of stmcBuCp it ii HQ trwiei that wtele 
ZDQVezDmMi ta^ u ilia mnvay morenMot jait 
diitf^jcirifieri wiTaofnaicreptw^ 19f7 ite 
(be ihMingt}, Th* «A-«aibonuntfihiitMy of the rtdi- 
caJ left is Geiinany tiscc 6S hii now teached a peim, 
where wft have to lUaJ back ind uke 1 kwt at where we 
are. Hat doet not mci we should now dih the old 

■mhontx&an rtroourea, bu Bcilber can we hang aroatbd 
oar ofoahopt, find wr old Anctorei f reM and wiit for 
beoer tsaef. Tbe liA I ym, tn the afiennath of the re- 
Phifi t atMa of Gennioy hive itaowa that we aie not able 


to pot inythiag againil the luctioDuy wave that hta 
flooded over evetyoot TbM it D« juitimatoof theplgf 
beiiig to smog. That ii why I fouad ihc GoesingcD paper 

at thethne to be a correa and ooangeotat nep foEwmrd. At 

tfae^aeme tiiae the Hqiia Schcak debate wai going on m 
Bedt&too. Thai IfotaodDomnddcrce, ntherh mi clear 
dm we have to Ghaagt aofftniciEim.lt ii alio clear ihii 
this ii a jimp into oold warn. However,! think itii quhe 
aodc re ta nd i h le that the people who are now mikmg tbai 
j^imp (lU of than frem autoDomeo gtoi^ingt) do not 

ware to copy the polMct aftfaeK-giOQpi or to build a new 
Soculm Unity Party (fonner fuling party in the Gennan 
Dcmocraae Repobliclf or any of the other ertp we*ve 
beard, I fed fony forcomradu who onJy qn thihk of 
cadre party, when they bear the word otganiiaiion. It ii 
aboot creiung a fmcwoik to be able to bring togciher 
the e^KftcDcsei, eommmnreiti and poUiical itjaicgiei 
and analyze than, to that we can develop nmteglet and 
an abilny to take acuoD baaed on theni- A poUdcaJ bnie 
that it •‘only ^ derived from min can week peihapi in your 
gimp, and I find h ccm-eci at that levd. However, it any 
icvtl beyond the group, it ii not mough, Almott every¬ 
body atyi today that organiiaiion would be important: 


this dediian aboe ii not enough, or it a comrade wrote*^ 
reccniiy from a jiQ cell: Jt has to move forward and not 
just like you fed like! 

The declsfob aJoae to organlza youradl Is oot fcnottg!i*“ 
aa you have uld. What la fUU in your oplnJonT 

What do you want to «j by that? 

Arthur; W1«i I mem ii, a ooncreee concept bow ihri_ 
orgaoizitJon ihouJd look, became that u juii what hu 
nan lin ed ft uck in t rutfory can h And ilfo, a debale wluc^ 
movei forward, where you can ace thy tomething has 
really changed. The whole thing vrith organuaiion hai 
always been ftuckm the mud, whcnitcame tocoordina-^ 
tito. Sure, people g« together and talked tboui bow 
thingi were b their town, and they were really h^jpy 
when they found, wow, my god, we could leally do 
tomething togetber here. Y», but J think that a workable"^ 
ftnicturenever came of itall, Then,there it aim thataboui 
an organ! zaUoQ whi ch! think hai to go beyond an internal 
matter for the iceoe, or the people who do iotnethbg 
anyway here, bm taort of a portboie to the ouiiidc, well^ 
bow do I lay it ^y quertionl * the trtnilator)? A ion of 
homggenouitreaiparfflicy, Wheneverwedid anything, it 
doe* not matter in whai are* or at wh« time, for the people 
ii was alwiyi a cue of the left amonomen gintipX YZ, a^ 
few Icfi-wbgen or Amonomen have done ihis and thil*^^ 
It wii never anything you could grup, just lomcihing 
diffusely left Afrotherpart ti also the lintple fact that the 
OMtibual work and responiibiliry in the group was borne 
by Jun i few people, who often enough were broken by 
that eiperience and dropped out looner or later, becanae 
they limply cooldoT do it anymore* Tbit ii a road that I 
don't want to invel any longer* 

Anna; 1 wai in the Youth Areifa and an awful lotof people 
came to ut, faui toea you aiood there with aU those people 
and aiked youiiclf, great, but whii now? Then noUting 
happened and the people were gone agauu The idea was 
musing and you bad nothing to offer than*'The pe<^le 
came from the nirrounding viUtgea and you thought, 
well what do you want to give them to take hack"? "Well, 
if you want to do fomethins, then hitch your way here 
every day for half an hour and then you can do lome^— 
thing**." 1 did not view the idea of oiginiziiloD and the 
papcri (3) with any luipicion, on the eontmy, it made 
Sdue. I read abou it and could see it working. I just 

thought that regional fCnicsurei were neocssaiy because ■_ 

tmall group* of three or four people were always coming 
ftme somewhere looking for bejp advice, then to 
have dev answen to the questions "who are you, what 
do you do7" And of ooune ihar there ji sonething 
universal, (an otgaolzition) evciywhem. All ihoie pa- 
pers sound somewhat hartlline, b^use they ve faij^ 
straight- But for me they never totaled like Uut, because 
fornowthey are not yet filled with any fubitaace- But that 
UwhaiiiiiabouLHrttweneedaftamevwyik^mdthiicvi_ 

MHmd V niaight as whitevw, but in prectiee i; ii ttiuilly 
going to be softer and more fieuble. And when 1 imigtim 
ipracuce, that is to uy, the filling, in our to wn, then 1 can 

iroagme some4hin| really good. If you inveii work in_ 

town and regional structurea, then toil can give toe town 
a real impetus, also to do aomething with other towni, io 
thv you can take aoion very well witoin the fremewoik 
of this erganizadoB- Evoi toougb I hive not been active 
for very long, I have got to know scene stroourei that are 
to tome e^cieni iiekicf commiimeni. Somuimes I thizto 
that eveiythbg around us ii develc^ang poliucally much 
filler, society tcemt to be running and running ind 

running away in iu development and we don^t leem to be_ 

at^e to catch up. because there are so many difficulties 
with talking and with the commiunem or lo, and that we 
are not able to get inio a poiiiion to take action or to build 
sofiieihing for our selves and others, from where we could 
also theri go ouL No, we seem to be just chasing aficr 
thing, breatoleit* And forme toe organization model is m 
opporajtiity foj us to build a sliucture, from where we 
could itan to again really take toe iniuitive, to do out own 




thinj* igtin, yei, md to be our ovf-n fictor, oot juc *i t 
ruction ind Anii-Nia-whitcvcr-group, which chisei 
uound And thirowi a few letflieu u the mAJiu TliAt li 
why 1 lun p*rt of thii organlzAtion. ThAt wij not i cAie of 
dcp thought T rud About li tad found it juit lude icme 
And WAS needed 

Ajihiir; Whet Anci lud there 1 find unpoEtAnl too, 
b Wit never letliy i problem to mobilize people, demoi, 
■ctiontf Amifi-cife-,. people cimet Above ill i lot of 
young people. There they aU were And ihai ii wfaert the 
problem tcAlly began, whit were we to do with thote 
people. In the Antifa-cife, well, we could five them A cup 
of coff'ec. And we could fill their eart with mrfft or if wc 
were really lucky we could even give them i leaflet for 
our demo nea weeL And ihit led to inieomty on our 
pATL ThAi wu fomednng wenotioed ■ lot of tbnet. People 
were there and we djd not know whai to do next That Li 
a really uaplcaiam iltuadon. You know, there were many 
new people and the other* who had been (here for aome 
time already, they rat tomewbere m a comer «d djd not 
want to or did not feel up to going overto them, because 
they found h cmbarraising, *'well, great that you are here 
now*^^ and that wti ii, right? 

I think too, that li a podUve argument for an organi¬ 
zation, that ■ dear Etructure would fadlitatt aelf- 
inJtlatlve, [ndependence and rtlatlng to one another. 
To oounterpofM that to the negative Mertrchlol pte- 
tune of orgaakadon. 

Anna; Sure, diAt*s righL Providuig the oiganizition U 
regarding as being univertAl in the toiAe of being a 
neiwo rk and not in the sense being a hienrchy. How¬ 
ever, the main thing tt your own town, your own region. 
Ahdihai ii tooethmgihailfiDd good ihom die idea-Thu 
U quite dear, ibu your work, or how you agitate politi¬ 
cally is always onenuted on du litnahon ai k is in your 
own towiL Thu ii dearly the area where you concentrate 
oit And fo TundeiUAud ihii oigmizaiion model as being 
an opening out lo ddzeni, idmol papdi, etc. 

Aftbun I think alio, ihu moft people who aae open io our 
activi&^, who ^ud sofnetbing inourpoUticaor whatever, 
hive already made the dediion to hcoccne politically 
active. Howevo’, wc could only iniegreie those who were 
willing to accept ■ scene'iifejtyle and found it good for 
them. Other people, for example older people who ted i 
diHereot life, could oot be accepted or integnled, they 
dropped out/were dropped. Today I see we lost an awful 
lot of people thu way. 

You both were already In Antlfa^^roapl before the 
AA/BO ftartad up. Could you tdl ui today, what has 
changed throig^ the AA/BO In your towiL 

Arthur; At the momeai, h is jon a lot of ideal, and thqr 
have only panly been put mio pnoioe ti yeu We are 
trying tko w to pot OUT publicity work oil ■ new footing and. 
lo give it a different priority. For r.Tample, we have got a 
really good boak*iialL Upttll now wo hive only been at 
conceits or scoiciiieetingi wkhourstall, and only people 
who already knew ah the stuff we bad would come by. 
Kow wc tiy to la op a regularbook-stall in the pedeftri an 
area of dae ci^ ceoire. Another poboi U that we want lo 
hive a djfferem reladooship with the m^ia. That we 
don't shout at eywy joumalLst standing at the edge of 
danoi, 'camen mas - assboki'' (4), bd also have is 
mmd that tbAi could alio be something for ui. We are 
hying to make coPiAds with the pres* fa aU kinds of 
aedviues, wbeeber it be a public meeting, an agitprop 
action, whaiever. And to use these comacts for us asmudi 
as possible. 

We ksow that the orgaidzatloii of the antl-faiclft 
struggle should also havean antt-lmperlalistdbectios 
with a couster^ ptripcctlvt to the apltalM ijftem. We 
have no Idea how you cun go on fram the orggnlutloii 


idea to a pellticai unity based on content As we ander- 
sund It, juy ere all very different, bting anti-imperi- 
aUst, and-state, and anti patriarchkal k very broad 
and general to aetwe is 1 balk for the AA/BO; ail of ui 
can undcretand aomethlug different In such terms. 
Have you Mt any llmlta for youTKlvea here, or are you 
working 00 a aort of program? Do you have concrete 
eoDcepta aa In how yrei can make a principle:, polltJcal 
unlfkatloa? 

Anhun I thinkihaito come to a common analysis of ludi 
tenm as *iAte, pacriarthy, or impenalitm is a Icisef 
problem. It was almost never a probiem to analyze the 
pigs. Our piobtem was always in relate these analyses 
with society, with the people who live here and to put 
them mto pnedee. To put it simply; Wt alwayi coaocm 
ourselves more with the streiegies of the pigs ihan with 
the people who we WMit to come logctfaw with. We have 
founded a working group **Social Analysis^ now in the 
AA/BO, whidi will concen itself with bow all the shit 
works « people here, in order to ftnd places where we 
can Stan putting our poUiic* into prAchee. On the other 
hend we are discuisbg ftruduret inside ihe group too. 
We want to find key ireai^ which we will divide up 
■moogst us in woiking f loi^, which also get their own 
impetus. Whedter that is publid^ work, or what I call 
"nomal'' antifa work, knowing your way around, re^ 
fcarching faicisi SQuaureA, or networking, making coo- 
tacti, buildhif regional nrocturei, etc. Another thing 
which belongs in there it the disoution with other 
giot^, who are woriting on various ufuts in oar town 
ukJ to disous the conc^ of organization with them. We 
see that as being necessary for m, becaose we must get 
our of the anUfa comer. A major pan of the manifesto is 
to move on fiom the anti-Nazi movement, which it for us 
the mosi imponani pan. We have leoi that in oundves 
too, (Ms delegation of workload, which bat someume* 
led to quite pervenc diviiiona. I see devitions, for ex¬ 
ample, b die s^antioo of anti-ncum and aati^^fasdst 
groups, wbo wo^ quite mdepeadcntly from each other. 
On the one hand are the anti-radsm groups wtio tike care 
of ihe refugees and on the other band, the aati-faidii 
ffotips who take care of the faiciiti. 'Thai I feel ii the 
orassest expression of the perverse stniaures here. We 
had a good example of hit in oortown. About 6 mouths 
Ago we wrote a leaflet about a part of the town where 
refugee shehai bad been built, and where these thdters 
faced tome 0|ipoiiticja fioin the locals. We uw that this 
pan of town could become someibini like Manobeim- 
Sebonau And we said that once the radii pogrom 
starts, you can only go m and crack the ndst'i beads. 
Becim by then it is really to late, then yon can only pm 
yourself m front of the shelters, then yon don't need to 
talk ■bonxcausci,becaose then the refugees are your only 
coDccm. Full Stop. And u that leaned about to happoi, 
that could happen, tbai was the moment k udiich we had 
to intervene. We then wrote a leaflet addressed to all the 
people living there and had all the classic ugumenu in it 
about the hooimf ihortage, cm. And we found ^it wMi 
the jtnictDR* we bad, h was quite obvious ihai we eould 
tell the people abom it, but the Antifa greupi were not 
able, for cumple, to start oocununity defence work. Wc 
could not ftaiL Acricni against real estate agenu or squat 
bouses and that ii what was nee d ed at that poinL You 
know, that yon alto have to show people a way forwanl 
That ti just ooe exan^le for me, why ii ii necessary to 
move on ftm the And-Naa moveneuL If you really 
want to get something over to the people, then yon also 
have to show them whit you mean, give them something. 
The way antifa stiucuires have been so far, the one thing 
y ra CAB show a labid mob is a Mg stick, nothing else. And 
the other gretq^ ilio got th«t loo late, there are no 
common, thought ouv political striiegies. There are 
many eaamplu of this. 

Anna: There are groupi in every town, who work on inch 
Itsuei u houses, centres, the housuxg shortage, etc. The 
only thing is, tt is all so cboi^ied up. li 11 impo nani to build 


cormeciioni, becauie this concepi of ours, ooi to remain 
stuck on the anti-Nui movement, is not oiily dependent 
on ui, the other groups are also called upoo. They hive lo 
gel involved in inti-faicilt work and not to reouin on 
those thousands of rails, which nin alongiide each other 
with none of the junciioni that are lo aeceiiiLTy. It is 
impofuni that a broader oonscioiuneii i* creaied ihai 
would allow for a more coiual cooperatioiL 

So the message of Uic AA/BO'a manlTcEto la only to be 
realized, providing the grtnips In the town arc abic in 
open up to each other? 

Anna: Yes, aod alio has io do with the regional wotk. The 
regional work doei not mean just icttlng up Antifa groups 
eveiy where, inherit is alio about bringing all the politi¬ 
cal groupings m the town together, and that is not just a 
matter for Aniif a; this meant neccs tarily thu we will have 
to open up to them, and they to ui- 

Arthur: Well, that is a pre*requliite for our group I can 
imagine (hit it li seen differently m other towns. An 
Ofguiizatioo if it ii to be effective, only makes sense to 
me, if the poUticai groups who are woiking on other 
lasues are able to join in. 

For 9gm there have been debates In autonometi Antlfn 
groups about ^erdutSonary Antifasdsm” (£). In the 
groups themselves and tn the regional ntdUd fn>at 
politic^ that has always played a rde. Do you expect 
that your orgatUzaUtni Is gofsg to change the sltnh 
atlon? Whmt do you think Is going to be different? 

Arthur; I think thu in most of the Andfi groopi, that was 
always a goal thu was hardly ever reached. There were 
the ilogtni ^Behind fasciim ii capitali im^ and they were 
meant seriously. Howeveit they never found exprettioa 
in concrete poUtici. On one hand Ithmk, thUthe political 
message of the acdtoi never really came over. That 
happened of course too ^ow and again), but most of the 
time it did not and that wu paitl y the responstbiUiy of the 
Antifa people themselves. That is, they tumied thenv 
lelvu to aoi-Naa work. On the cchu band, the aocne 
wu also responsible. The Antifa people were alw^i 
criticized for being a horde out for a fighl, but the totase 
also made it loo easy for iiself. you know, I oorioed ihu 
whoi this fudst offensive ttaned here; the kft move¬ 
ment wai gri[^?ed by honor. Then the Left screamed for 
the Antifa. TliBn it wai clear that the faacim were not a 
aide issue anymort, but an teility. And after A 

very ihon time, we werealone with it again^thu wu jntf 
a flash m the pan. Every day the fuctnj anacked some¬ 
where and we were leff just holding demos In frent of 
burnt out refugee hostclf. 1 ttuuk the Antifa was really jiut 
left out there alone- It was often a cased of not being able 
to do anything else anymore. You were always on dw 
road. We made an utempt to make (he whole thing 
broader, that is in precucer Faced, with the accnutiontiiaz 
ihe Antifa always came along when the fasciiii were 
there, like lome kind of autooomeo special untl and look 
over, so that no one cite had a chance of leaming some- 
liuDg out of ibe eonfioDtuioa, wc drew coDdusions. We 
foimed groi^, who acted out the pncricil slmukns 
(FascifU in the bar, in the nulway station^) and tried ooi 
whal choicci for action there were- And how u mtay 
people » possible could take pan, who did not want to 
use violence. Tbcie group* then became tnumng gret^« 
who had pTicuied tpccifically how unea and w amew 
could cepe pncticaily with the coofrontafion and whal 
you could do. In OUT tnitltiivei wc preaenied lomeihing 
like this for the whole scene, to do ii together, lo team 
together and )o on. And ihere wu not mtereit, verbally 
fure^ bai praaically it jun died loonci or later. Nobot^ 
came any more. 

You have ^own now, that It is quite m problem, **!■* 
continual committed pollUcal work Is often dependeni 
on personal structures and, moreover, remained rela- 



tlrd; £jKir«cdFe. We also tliinlc tiut tbe gnxnh of a 
D ew orfAnksUoD rtpresAoii m iolutioii far th!« prob¬ 
lem. Howew^ we tbinli: It k ImporUntt thet the (true- 
tore of mch mn orguization iBiut akia enable manj 
people to partkipau aad toitkc dedsSosa^ that the 
oiYankatian bii rootn for learning pr ecmei and 
e naa ci paUirj devdopmeati, m that people are not 
Ainctkxialted for tl^iake of efTectfre pcdldo. What 
do joo thiah about thk? 

Axthun Ihete people, who weie coniciDoi of iheir re- 
ipouibiliiy and wen pucpaicd to commit thenuelvei, 
were often 11 M only a few people. And there am really 
two wiyi thM there pi»ple can deal with iL I thmit it ii I 3 p 

to jun thcie veiy people to work on direolviDg inch 
amiaiiiet. Ihxi ii to tay^ eiifaer [here people have i 
pofidoD in dw groups ditcover 
power and fiiid lire way thmga are qmie good and nothing 
changes. Or really, there people ninn work On pmimg 
^tenuclvei ootof a)ob,miikiiif themsdves n^KcflDout. 
Do yoa kjiow whai I mean 7 Being aware of your respoo* 
libili^ means to make open thi» respoadbil}^ to 
share it and Doirit on iL I am zhQC so utopiai to believe that 
everybody is going to be titdng there on the itme tcnou, 
with the same lespoiutbiiity aod the ™tw eommitmeiiti. 
Thai has never wotted tod wiH never wodL And in a 
oettaaa way, ifaere will always be hkrai^et in every 
ftruQ&re. I thint it depends on how the giwp s d**! with 
IL Htererchju arepoidblc, where i tmit esini and then 
biefarehie* are oJt., d^iie evoythhig* Ibere are quea- 
tioDi here, where we in the BO will have io thiiA voy 
careftiUy. The wiy the stnianreloots ai ibe morneni, it Is 
a ooUeenve stnanre whh no cadre and also no people 
who say which way we go or whatever. KttoiiUy. when 
the BO is a iBocesi sooner or laicTi let's say ihA oar Ideas 
givens a posh forwards, perttape we willamvea;apoini 
where a oatioBwide mcctiog of ddegaica u no ioagar 
effeoiveforour wodt Piethipt the BO it required in is soe 
a press naioDcat or react in aome ocher Ibfxn and xt is not 
potsiUe to wait two monthi uodl dK nut national meet* 
ing to mshe a dedsioL Pedupt, tome time, it k lomg to 

be necesuty to have straccores only tnwolvinf a few 
people or pohapi wc will have office, that siiiidi for 
^e entire BO. And who are going to be tbepeopLe who are 
in that office? 

-^And bow do the ocher deal with tbetr iltitatioct? 

Arthor: Yes, those are the kmd of dtscossioiia tbai Uc 
bdm m. Really, I cannot say too much A this poinL 1 
think that these are also decisive pomti, but only time will 


vliioiis In the AutODomen organizations are also the 
Ucking aikd refused debates about wadst amt patriar¬ 
chal oondttloiit of vioience hksidc the revolutionary 
LeTL And the InabflJty to cope with the contradlctlDns 
that erupted when amJVonted with the radical women 
and lesbian organlzatlom Wt see thk experience as 
being one fo aevenl ocntnl pQtars of our rcvolutioii- 
aiy politics and hktary. What k their inOuence on the 
d lsrustl ons going on about the devdopment of the AAJ 
EO, and what dgnlfkaace do they bare for you? 

Aidntn Wc have to give ihti answer in pieces- Rretly, m 
gcscraJ teimi! one point is that the Antifa grmjpt have 
always bees nule-dpmmatedL I though that ihe 
ftnuanret wehaveramiadforourAiitifa wc^areruch 

and it has h b oi uid very plainly, Aniifa politics cm 
no loQgcr be a "playgroup for heroes^. What we imdcr- 
suod under Antifa politics and bow we want to do 
■omahifig, leaves no room for tbote who osly come whh 
feelings of barred. And [hat we had often enough, just 
wasting to hit the fasdrta m du face. No, dm it not all. 
Another point ii that we hope that the eiceuive kibal* 
ance of baviag too mmy men, which resuliod froni this 
Aduade will be oorrcdedL 

How do you Imagine theot structures? 

Afthor. Work, dm Antifa ii more than just bqaihig ’op 
ftscists. That quite simply there are many potnii for us to 
Mceomte on. Thatdoes not mean that if wc do publ icily 
work, eic^fof example a mil in thetowncaitTe, thaiatlsst 
the women can also Uke pait in Antifa work. That is not 
what I meanl I know A lest fnnn the towns where the BO 
is moil developed, dm there are more acdvei7omen than 
moL We fdll have a crus imbalance of too many menu I 
find m discussioD, whkh I have pesooally .that there are 
more and more womoi who want to take part and who 
■tan quilt diffemuducotiioEU and tee mudi more, Thai 
is not an MDfwer to your question, bus maybe a pan of it. 

Anaai 1 dunk one point, why h happened the way tt did, 
wii because the entire pauiardiy discussion were ao>t 
taken scriouily qmugk If (hey had been taken ^ouily 
and their importance recognized, lhai it would have been 
quiie logical, dm ii it s qultenonnal and tdf-oxpla&aiory 
part of our work. If we can talk to people s^ut anlS- 
fidim^ibeai why not abooi and-tcjuim? Tben there is the 
question, ‘how do yoa do all dui, bow do you mike It 
become a normal part of your workT* Pediapi you need 
a piactkt] part m such dttcussicni, becuxie it if true to 
uy that the remit has often been thai a the end of along 
brt of dmunds on leafleu^ tgiinst [hit agitnid that, 
againA die other and ih® againft pairiareby or againA 


serism. For me \haL is however more of a mailer for the 
men lo lake teriously. Ihii means to uke the disauiior ‘ 
more scnously and to take ihcmselvei more seriouil; 
because thA ii all lo often licking- If you criiicijio toir^ 
(hil or other lh al i i g oing on, “no w jusi look at ihe way you 
all are acting again'-., or this and that ii mining in a 
leaflet, leu talk about it, for example violence again 
wotnoi, then often you here things bke, “oh no, here ^ 
go again"'. And tlui is a very difficult question* dm we* 
have not found any answers to yci for ourselves; and I 
think that ti y etji has not been talked about, A leaA onJ 
in *0 far « having a demand (agaian lexiim). And c 
coune, in individual discussions, [here are i lot of diffe?^ 
em experiences thA clash here. Some diicusiioiu are 
really scisrtific and distanced. At the cod of such discur- 
liont you have defined the patriarchy like you do ft 
impcnaliimt hit nothing comes of it, it ii not inicgrAe^ 
into the geaeral anaJyiit of toctciy. ^ 

HArthun I beard t lot of discusiions A the end of dre gQ. 
when (he women publicized a lot on this subjcA in the U 
tnediA Quite often thit discuiiion was fairly tbooreiicilT" 
scienufic. However not a loi has studt, moreover, we 
have seen a letresL The discuss ions wore brougfai into a“ 
groups, including the Antifa. There were a lot of papet 
about paiiiaichyp really scientific thing i, and we ctudie*-. 
and read them. At the end we could then say, well that is 
really had. We could upltin whA pauiarthy ii, pethap- 
even with examplet £mm the scene. But Uut was all ihi 
bippened. Here and there we saw “men groups*' bein 
formed. 1110 % were then often verbal self*whipping tes- 
sioat -1 dan"t want to tarbmth all men groiqis ^ about 
wlma pig you really are, but in reality not much change 
Rather, taboos were sA up. You know, you ein not a 
this or ihA, but there were eio reiJ conHictj, oratleaxtonl^ 
rarely did men form a real conscioosness. 

Ve^ thari right You can »ee that now^ where the pre 
Atre from the women is off. What have the tnea Ju^ 
learned or what have they really made a part of them- 
selves? And when you say there have been soiire *e» 
backs, then that has aumcthlng to do with thdr m 
Tnwlftng ihk into someihibg of their own. 

AnnA ThA ii juit it, exactly wbai I Tnara thij jg i matter 
for men. If we are to agitate outside the groups, then 
don't want to do the men's wotk for them, 1 wani to do 
with the woroea, thA is dear. This work has to be done“ 
ins ide the groimt too, the men for thonsclves; how can 
these politics wotk ouuide, how can it become an every 
day pan of ui, ihe practice is sdll non-cijitcnL To recog 
nize the huportance of this for the men themselves auiir— 
not just to gA on with [he women - not just because you 
do not wuu to bean Aihole, there is stih along way to go 
until we reach [his poinL Thti entire Acalition, all th 
reciii atuck s, Aio tf^cf to the violence ■gaum womeij _ 
which has Aways been there. This violence has Aso~ 
MtaJtted in ai incredible way lately, Thitmuit be incor¬ 
porated into our politict, if we say soeiaj anily sis* if w 
want to become a factor either in oui town or u a feden 
organization],, then wc need to imcrvcDC Oii such Isfucs. If;~ 
for cunqile, we ippmach gangs of youth, and thA is 
bappem:^ in many towns, then this way of thinking i 
often dropped, even though it U ou this issue thA there an 
many pioblenu, ___ 

Anhun There u alto a questi ofi, which often ai not leaver 
me swamped 1:^ [he sire of the problem. If 1 take a loo] 
outilde of (he scene, thA ii, outside of the smonomei 
scene, then I often think “Oh God..”* Take, for M am pl*C” 
our really ervi experiences wuh the gangi. The fAdsts 
were downtown, we Autonomen wc too few to 
them. A Turkish gang of youths came by and they foua 
the idea great, they wanted to help, ThA was really just a- 
tochnical affair, we will now do lomedung together. 
There was aiio a bit of revolutionary rotnmiicUm: w 
and the “foreign kids logethw" * imiiki and giini. TTn 
wat really nreightforward, we would beat them up, ihr_ 



VU nrrtil ih^-Turjcithkid* mned Itlking cnp: *TlS(Cre IJC 
ume wotnea with them {the ftsclni)* you cm hivt 
them." Ai wir bcxjiy, to to *ty, Thai you ire re*Uy 
Humped, n^ly you ihould juft imick them in the face 
for ud} nuff, or *i Jeasi fome vtrtxa^e lifce “711*1 a uoi 
vlui wc want, losil** On the oiher band there it ihe 
poiiibiliry of puihlng ihe fmcisti (mtlei ind females) 

OUL 

Tliat ia the queatlon, who do jou do In sich t sttu^ 
idoo??? 

Artbon la such * c*se, we jutt gulped and decided for foe 
Unei. OK.» wbii you leara form it ii you hive to talk to 
iheae people. But that it one heap of work. The ftu0 that 
goei on in our loeoe ii laughable in oompaHion. That 
wold not be ■ diaoufion^ such u we know on the topic. 

Anna: But eaictiy there, m thii kind of limaEioti, that it 
where it ii imponaiiL lo nait ludidiicutiioai* It does not 
tnioer how, but you have w gain expeiience. OK, that it 
a totally differeni scene, that is not like ours, It U not that 
eaiy. If you agiute on the ouuidt, then you have to more 
realisUG, ftod out what can be dotie first, what the next 
ti£p ti and how to t«ltf S imilar probleflu exiAod in 
refugee work, when groups with women in ihexn wbo 
went to hoftdi. They wot stared at too. IhcTt too the 
diicosiioos did not take place immotiatfJy. The next 
rima ihe woroea sent the men m hrst, and they said, *Hbe 
women belong to ut, no staring or eying mything" If. 
That ■oundi tough, but it was a preoicat solution fim off. 
We looked at it bom the angle of what could be done 
differently in practice. All the same, it wu suU bad, 
became it meant that no diacniiiont could staA around 
this [toint, as bow you could now deal with such ituffi but 
inst^ we contented onitelves with this stop-gap solu- 
licD. Bm those thmgs arc put of erciyday life here (the 
come ons, ^), and that you have to deal with ms i 
wornaa, but al to 11 a man in foe acene and to devel op y our 
work by ditautiom 

Anhur: That is what it Is alio all about, when you hear this 
slogan **bttak down the walli of our loene-^ghetio", 
whidt wil 1 alto determine our succeis, and even in all foe 
shit that goes on btsidethe loene^ all foe way ai far at rape 
- there lie still not the itme model of bdiav] our thm are 
pen md puceJ of everyday life omside. 

Anna: Despite a]] foe shit that goes on foeie U stiU more 
peace and qui CL Ai a women you can siill move I bit more 
aafely foan dscwbcie. 

Bat Ithihk onlj nlatlvdj speaking. 

Anna: Of coone only nlatively speaking. That is why t 
also bnditie tmponam that foe guys worry about k. My 
part fti 1 woman ii to worry about other women to build 
foeir confidence and self-esteem. To talk with women 
also those who an not ouuidk foe scene, ri^L.. also to 
mengfoeo foe women who are not in the scenes To db 
lomtlhing, tolumineroa foeUidenow and agaio^ Bm we 
don't have a cat and dried lotntioD dfocs. Thai is a 
problem and it ti a deficit 

Aifour: I muiL adndt, that I itjU have a big qncAioti mark 
b^oie me. Whit [emaim vaUd for me, ia that foe gtryi 
have to fUA doing h, that it u invisible to wait for the 
womcD*! movsnent to make demudi on ni yes again, 
for guys to itm now. It has to be clear foai you can not 
o p e rate ouiside foe scene with foe limi that you have m 
foe scene, welt, foe same aims ruie, but not go foe same 
way to make changes. 

Organized anttfa groups and the mllttant altadu 
against fasdsts or the open flghdng in the rtneti li not 
new. At the moraent there arc debatea about the qu o- 
iion of violena and at foe same hm an focmased 
planned cHmlnillzaiJos against active anti-fascists. 


We think that the inadeqoacj of the struggle against 
the patriarchal structures produced bj society are 
also a reason why the militant refistanoc agminst the 
rascista has not been able to win out, In as far as It baj 
not been takenup by the misses. Do you belkve that a 
more predie debate <m the question or revolutionary 
violence and the fight against power rdatSons would 
strengthen our ranks much more? 

Arthur: f foliA that ii very impoitant, we limply muii talk 
shout violence. You hear quito often i ihom go )tp “Whit, 
not violence, not again...", psrtladariy in our reiatioai to 
youth, we must d&^myslify foil quutiotL We must ex- 
pmii more dearly that we do not get a kick out of 
violeoce, that we don't ffnd violence anjadive, on foe 
conmry.wehiteit. Weoften gjofify violence too, Itmust 
be deali with more olrjeedvety, in a more sober manng, 
because it realty ii foe opposite to what we are struggling 
for. That is nofoiag new, if you look at it foil way... 

Wdl, I think that It Is really nottpokmabout too often, 
this conllkl was on one hand always dear, that It wu 
neoetsarj for one rnson ot antotber; to drive back foe 
fasdsCi, to bdd and defend areas, foc^e are always a 
thousasd rational naans. In Uic drive forward how* 
ever, often you fall to take a look at yonradf, or your 
own attitude towards vfolciicn. I have tended to leave 
that to others often as notf who bad It icrmlght In their 
tnind*. 1 was not atwayi so ftirti tbongh t found It 
correct. Howevo- that wu never an baue, u a group 
we never darlfled mefa taboos. At the movt we talked 
aboutlt with friends new and again. It wu not poultde 
for everyone to talk ibool It together. 

Arfour:! also think fou it ii pot poinfaleio simply push 
away foe retervatioui that people hive. That is whst alio 
us different ftom foe faicift, that It something 
poiittvefoatiiaputof uLWecould go oath dewifo foil 
much more, make foe power relaijoTu here an issue. wbaE 
violence alio means for foe pigs- We mist make it dear 
that violence is a means for us and not a value. We are 
probably going to be foe Usi some time to itill have a 
certain non-violence on oor baonen. probably foe only 
coca to rtUl say it om loud. 

We must make the conditions of rldence mneh more 
dear, that Is about the ruBy cnsi rcyreukm/explol- 
tatkm, that we an also agihifW wbethe' It be In phy d* 
cal eonllkts with male and female fascist^ or in tnAl* 
taut politics. 

Anna: Yei, our Youfo Amift bat alio had toch disooi* 
liont. People have held talks on exactly such topics, 
wbeie thepomt vu made, foe Teievance of violence and 
non-violence. We hive had such dhcnssioni lots of 
times, etpedally wifo ycang people. We exchanged 
experience! and people cipeii eoced how foe fagt acted. 
Many had never siupeetod foe way it ii. For exa m ple, at 
REP mcettngi (The Repifoiikiner - REP* a» foe fa^est 
P«nyonfoeRighiinGununy),a]oiof sdsocUddago out 
against foese meedngi and foen foey get scared when 
foey see foe pigs, they make foeir expoicaccs. 

Arthur: What we have to watch U ihat we remtxnber to 
emphasize foe ruccesi of aokn where we use violence. 
That is oiStm misitag. It u i ttmple fao, foai foe fasdsu 
have been drivat back in those towns where there art 
tosoiccimg. ofTeasiveasdfaicist ftrudurei. li ii quieter 
there for now. Often male and female fasdsu move om, 
or u least young kids are not to easily recruited, even if 
only becaotc foey ire scared of foe auioaom to. Those are 
successes ai a time when foe foreigDcn md left-wingen 
■re in a life and deafo ntnihon. That ii propagated much 
too rarely. Alio, in oomparLson to all these candk-Ul 
demos, wifo foe politicitof from Boon in foe from. 
Another group fiom foe AA/BO made a good imerven- 
lion. ITl leU you about iu some of foem disguised them* 
selves uforngneri and joined foe rtnki of such a candle¬ 


lit. demo. Others from the group! disguised ihemselvci u 
fascirw and aiiacked them. A luge part of foe people m 
foe demo jun turned around and walked away. In a real 
aiiack, foe faicliU could have done whatever foey 
wanted- Some foreigukidi then intervoed andihegroup 
explained to them what wai going on md why. Thai 
really had an effea on foe peopSe, foey were ihocked/ 
moved. We luvehad tome real luocetiei in our offensive 
fight againsi foe fitcisu, we just have to mike foem 
public knowledge. 

The AA/BO*s concept places great emphasis on pub- 
Ud^ work. Is there t kind of coacept for coopendon 
wUli the houfgeoii media? What about the necessity 
for your own Independent Information channelsT 
What do you mean by publicity work? 

Arfoun Well, above all, we have to change something 
regarding foe way of folskicg, the awarenesi and to 
Improve the poiiibilities that we have of using foemedis- 
I foink we have to be more aware of foil. 1 also think foal 
we have to build vp ■ more cooiiftent approach to the 
press, that goes beyond a “bere*i our leaflet for foe next 
demo...**. It is quite dear foat we must ipprdaph Ibis issue 
taodcaby. There really are quite big differences between 
our areas of interest and foein. We foould also be aware 
however that foere are quite a lot of critLca! joumtllns, for 
example those old 6£ist3, who bad aims for a critical 
journalism, even if thdr are only a few leff who have foe 
guu for iL Kcvenbelesf foere is aa interest m ludi 
aitidei, and we have an interest that somefoing comes 
over in the media- There is of course foe value and 
commodity, “Infonnation", whkh we can woik wifo, lo 
exploit foe competiiioa amongci the press, when we see 
6i to. We cannot expect that we can convey our politica« 
oar lisuei, via foe media The divergeoce of mteresis is 
simply to greaz for that, but neverfoeless we need to look 
■X foil clotdy. How we can get lotnefoiiig m there on a 
regular basil and not only at times where foeie is greaiei 
mtereai and teusarioniliim. 

Anna: I alio think we have to have foal m mind whto 
tbcft are deotoi and stuff, when i^rarten talk to ux. We 
mort be able to toll them lomefoiDg, and noitotreatfoem 
as issbolei just because they did not publixh our last 
IcaileL Another sort of publidty wodtisto go in aim 

in mind to idioolt and eoUegea, to bold ledurei, offer 
■eminan or simply distributo leafleu on a regular basil, 
lafo-stalls in the town centre are also very importam, as 
a pomt for people to come to, bia also ai so aoiou which 
may people can jom m on- 

It appears that not iff antlfa groupt and inltlatlvei and 
tsdlvidual ictlrlfti support your orgud^ttonal 
modd. How do you conceive working together with 
foeb groups^ what are the c0t»equeDcef In your towa? 

Amu: There is aa "observer^ rtatns for interested peof^e 
in our diicuiiiofi muduref, ia order to provoke a deci- 
non from such people on where they itand. When we 
look aimdtviduali or other grm^ that are active, thm we 
seea wtUrngDcss to work togetbez. Our view on coopcia- 
tion is also, however, a long*ieim one- The aiuctica foat 
not everybody soipoiu the organizatioaal model of foe 
AA/BO ii one ibai wu also expressed at foe naiiocial 
meeting. In Ofb^ words, there is a danger of a split * 
sooreover, foere were many groupt who only CBue once. 
We alto had a long debate ibooi wbefoer oi not to joiiL 
We were more or Icii untoknoos in our decision to try it 
od- The decirioD was made in foe FO to make the 
decisiou public now and to start. That wu foe renfo cif 
approilmixely two yean of criucal arguments. Now we 
wanted to fmiily makes start ms decide AA/BOcts. A Icrt 
will be revealed by foe concrete work and be resolved - 
Iwpcfully. 

Just now, there are quite a few debates going on about 
united front/toalition politics, cooperattou with hour- 




geob and reformist groups Wbat is the attitude of the 
AA/BO and jour froupt to this lasue? 

Asm; HiB qucruoa of cotlidoa policies or cooperaiion 
with other iniUtutionj such ai ProAiylLim,eic. arc 
weighed diffeiTDtly depeading on the cooditioni m ea;h 
town^ because ihece vary frofa lowa to lowiu In some 
to wn I ihe aiui-fu made good coniaai, for example, with 
the Greczii, because the people organized ibue were ok. 
lo our town for example, the oppotite u the caio. And ai 
i whole it ii i case whereby ii ii ncceiury lo be open for 
OOoporatioQ at ocitain pobti, whether that be in oolled- 
ing ligoaturei for resolmioiis or mobiliziiig support from 
organizations for dciDOf or whaiever. Thaz it dear aod 
goes on in all member-town affiliited with t}£ AA/BQ 
and experiences vary widely, TheFe were djsausiooi 
about what people and giuopt should be iuvjied to the 
fim Joint meetii^ of the AA/BO, The remit wai that 
genenlly-ipeikifig, we ibooght aboia it sH togeiher, but 
that the individual towns bad a free hand ai far it wtiidi 
groups Slid mnimtioni th^ invited ffom their own lown. 
Thai ii whal you can say about the entire AA/BO. 

Ajthur: There were ditcuttiOQi dui were about bow we 
have u> propagate our posiuofu more okariy m our 
legiauU work. Id other words, that we wani to take m 
ofTemive line and not to make all these c canpuun uscs so 
quickly. We have made diese experiaoea of ooalhioai 
with die Greats and the Peace Lnitiativci, , whereby 
all iu there on equal temn with one vote. However, it wai 
always quite daily our thing to mobilize all the people 
out on the ftrecti. Those mobilized wwe ro ftde op to 
ahnoft aiwiyi SO^ from people in oar stjoctarea, ia 

due to the fact ihai thdrpdida are desipied to take place 
in ilic town comcOi or vdsaiever. Whecbm you like the 
DGB ai an example or tomoooe else. And that u sooib^ 
thing that we will ftreii more stiodgly id fxsare^tfaaioar 
mobiltzauos force ii much greater* In our town we have 
had a lot of bad ezperi enoes;, became we were sot offea* 
live enough with this. We have also dnwn acme eoQie- 
quenoci from this. There were for eiample SPDeji in our 
coilitioD who jun handed the entire of meedngs 

over to the police end now we say that wc want nothing 
to do with the SPD. Thit is cleaily the meoiy, that ii no 
eoalUion, The moft tmponint thing aboa united frimi 
politici is DO drew sodi posit>oni,to see who is zdevani in 
the coaiitioD and who is not. 

Tbe stnte^f poiida baa bM todaim to benntf^ndst 
over the past rawthi and thai they want to umbat 
DOO-fud^ lUghIt and there yon gtt wUh the town 
ccamcfl factioM usd local branefaet of the co r r n qHa nd^ 
Isg partlea repiTcaenled In the natloiial pariluiKDL Do 
yoo reiofronttbem srlth their potttka v4o ynjnst let 
them ait In, becauae it h a cue o| buS dli^ a frtnl ta the 
town agahm the fasdaU? 

Afthni: ll beoosset an mieresdttg quesncD m view of 
youth orgaoisoioni atuhas the JUSOi. Ibm are often 
totne people there, who are really fit, bat are there 
became they never got to know anything diiTensL Sure^ 

then we tell them right out, what we thiiA aboia SH> 
and JUSOi, It u however inpofiani to make oarpotitioaf 
and oor polhicf den to tb^ We dso have nwk the 
experience, that if a result people hnre deaerted to join 
ns. t find it impoftani to agazn again. 

There are often people litimf there whh nhuiani, real 
com m t m ifti from the Trotskyist wing* wbo hare been 
dreaming for i hundred yean of undcnniniDg the SPD 
and of course, the debate with such people does not go on 
in the coalition, but also more ofie^ 

Have jret alaoaeen aa orientation to other anti-faadst 
organlzarions In other european countries In yoor dis* 
ciusioa^ for exam^e AFA In Britain or SCALP in 
France? 


And do joa know anything about them? 

Artar To be h aoesi, ermmm, well, no... WcU wmcihing 
aboot the Anri-Fsidft Acrion in Briuin, but I hive never 
heard about the French coamdei. 

WdL to keep it short: In France there is a natloiiai 
organtzadoq of radical antl-fasdst groupt who call 
tbeumivci SCALP, tn the Nrtberlandf there are and- 
fascists wtsricing on a national network right now 
called AFA * Antlfasclat Aktie. What Importance does 
intrenatlocial organization and coordination have for 
the AA/BO? 

Aitbm: 1 think that it is extremely iroponanL And whes 
the AA/BO it set properly, then the cooperetion with 
groopi Id other cotmtries talrei oo quite a difierent char- 
acta, hncmaiional linking meant yean of solidarity 
woek here. If we have an orgsnizaiion here, that tj 
otgauzed really weU, tha other countries will be able to 
reltte to us quiie difierentiy. Thai is something thax waj 
often missing here, snd that meant that ‘‘only* solidarity 
wo± was kdt for us to do. 

«wtth the exception of the West Ikiropcan Front, for 
oamplft, 

AfthsT: Ok, ok, right Sure, the same goes for Antifa 
stromre*, as for other nrocmrei too, that it would be 
really stqpid lo just look at your own ooUDUy. 1 alto fiT*d 
it fis^itaix that the character has changed. 1 know from 
sny own n^eriesee with the Kurds, for example, tbai 
ih^ always had pioblemi with tbe Lefi here, because 
qtsie sknpfy we did not have any organizadoti. Hoching 
osamd to ttan, except that we could do some solidarity 
work for t h e m, josi because our nruemres were totally 
otese and chaotic, impoisible to relate loo. We have 
beard from other oottmiies, tbai there is tome mterett m 
the AA/BO« from baly and Spain. 

Anna: The Spider*! Web, the cotnpuicr mailbox system 
it one poi& It has made it poiiible co gm ntaierisl araf 
iofotiEutaoo. This bat led to h now being potiihle to 
coeesnumeu. We are in the midir of tmkmg up among 
Dooelvet and to build an ocgaoiztii on. it is itUl too eaify 
for naeoaiional eoppuation. 

Aidmr; It is however also the case ihat tbe miematioQaJ 
wod bai become less. That U also quite logical, that our 
atifurin n h inwaid right now, m view of the Uja Ihtt we 
are a dowmuni in th»* comitry- In ihe past we have 

lees mai^ more nttemixioQilut roast demot about El 
Safvadot; Soidfa Africa, do. There was ■ big left-wing 
ootemem on these iuom out on die stieeu and many 
gnx^ were dobg twcmatioosl work- The awaroicat 
and ihc power were there to take on the imeinarioaal 
work. Thtf has now ooHapsed. Because here in ihis 
cosmuy the tint has hit the fan and everything has ex* 
ploded m oQificea. h is vciy difficult to have an effea by 
woridng foeh Usuea. Itmuiinot beallowcd lo remain likn 
lltast that is tbe timation rigba now, I find i link-tq>. 


espetii] ly wiih European countries because of timilar is 
not cxinseoiiive dcvelopmoiu, to be unportanL We mu 
work on a strg(^rcd coopcriilon. And it ii ruper-impo; 
Unt to link up with groups such as AFA and SCALP, arir- 
to lun an exchange. 

Footnotes: 

1. From the end of the 70s uniil 1987 there were hard 
struggles at the airport of Frankfurt/Main againii the 
Runway We<V which was an imperiaiist project- Thei 
wai a big movement of social proiesi by initiatives t 
dtizeni and rmliUnt resisiance of left ndicaJ gioupt, 
19G7 two poUccrocD were shot during an annua] demon- 
ttearion on November 2 (the day in 1981 whra i ht 
villigc reiisimg in the forest where the runwiy wai to b 

built wai brutshy evicted hy the cops)- The following-* 
oppreiiion weskcDed the resiitiJice ai well as the 
stjugglcs cotmeoion mio lociety. The regional res if 
tsDce-iceae was kept busy with the following iriiti an 
the effecu of oppression oa their own imictures. 

2. In the late summer of 1991 a di soil tion paper on tht 
questionof autonomoui orgazuzing was published by a 
Antifa groi^ from Gotmgea (a city in the north c 
Gcnnany). li made concrete proposal i on ftrucnirci oT" 
organizing, membership and ftamtes. The necessity of 
barer organizing was briefly explained There wer 
Ofpoiing critiques given onihii paper, and the discusiio 
became very lively, especially among auiouonioii^ 
groups. 

3. Since the fummer of 1991, i very oonirovenial discui 
lion on the fotroi of lutcnomous politici took place, 
was initiated by a group calUng iiidf “Heinz Schenk** (a 
ftmcHii folk*tv-ftar of ie becMnd-wii^ wing) and criti¬ 
cized amonoiDOUi poHrics very sharply for, eg, ghetu 
memaiiiy, campaign^liucs, sobjectiviEm and oncot 
sciouaueistowardshisioty. This was the oomtxt in whidT* 
ihe Gouingen paper was published. 

4. The SED (SodiliatPai^ of Unity) was the nilini part 

in the ODR (GennaA DanocTiiie Republic) _ 

5. In May/lune 1992, a refugee camp was attacked 
neighbomi for some dayi. The refugees were direcd 

exposed to in aggressive redsi terror. They couldn_ 

walk on the nreet and could not tle^ at night. In this” 
siUHlioD, anitfascist groups mtervened and expel] ol tht 
people in order to be preient during the following day 
Mnd weeks to protect tbe camp. Tlus imciveDiioa caus ^ 
hard attack I by the police during dcmonstjmtioui,butaltd~ 
drew the publics attention in the litttaiiozL 

S.That’s an aoalysii and precuce of aniouomout group 
during the 80i. To fight fascism also means to fight ihs 
imperialin lyrtem. The continuity of fascitm in German 
ecoaomic and political stzucturet was always obFviouf. Ir 
tbe mid-GOi ihcrt was lota of aitafysia, discusiion ati^ 
acriviiy around this thane. 



Anna and Arthur; No, we haven Y 







i^lnti-Jascists Poland 

Radykalna Akqa Antyfaszystowska (Radical Anti-Fascist Action) came into 
being in May 1992 as a response to the development of the nationalist movement 
in Poland. 

RAAF acts 
mainly in 
Warsaw but 
v\ e have our 
supporters 
in the ^vhole 
country. 

We are 
anarchist 
and people 
connected 
with the al- 
1 temativemi- 
I lieu. Oui aim 
is to fight 
nazis by any 


means nec- anarchists march against fascists tn Warsaw, 1992, 

essary. We 

o rga nize 

I protection for independent demonstrations, collect information about nationaU 
ist acti\^ists, and break up nazi meetings. We publish posters, leaflets, stickers 
and our bulletin, "We are interested in cooperation with anti-fascist groups from 
other countries. 

The anti-fascist movement in Poland acts under unfavorable conditions. Our 
enemies in many cases are supported by businessmen and official parties. We 
don't have any such support. Assistance from our Western comrades would be 
very useful—for, example, we need sprays and wilkie-talkies. 
r If you want to get more information about our activities, write to us: RAAF, 
I P.O.BOX 45,02-792 Warszawa 78, Poland 


■ Rome 17. 

Intmor minister issues ban 
against rallies by skinbeads 

Italy bajmed skinhead rallies 
yesterday as tbe new consen:aiive 
gov'emment headed by buaness ino- 
gul SBrio Beriusooni tried to calm 
fears that nethfasdsts are gaining 
influence. 

The ban issued after several 
^ hundred young right-wing extre¬ 
mists rallied Saturday in \lcen 2 a, a 
dty in northem Italy. The demon- 
stratorsr kntmTi in Italy as “Na^ 
skins." made the same stiff-armed 
lasSst sahite used by backers of 
dictator Benito Mussoliiti- 

*'From nmr on, these rallies are 
banned" Interior Minister Roberto 
Maroni ^’eaerday. He said the 
\ 1 cen 2 a police chief authorized the 
rally uithout hforming the interior 
mrisay. 

His ministn’ later said the police 
chief had been temporarily replaced 
by his depuri''. 


■ Berlin 

Suspected ringleader of riot 
aguinst foreigners chaiged 

Facing sharp criticism from poli¬ 
ticians and human rights advocates, 
the police in the eastern German dty 
of Magdeburg brought disturbing 
the peace chs^ges yesterday against 
a suspected ringleader of a riot 
against fort igners there last week. 

Magdeburg's chief prosecutor, 
Rudolf Jaspers, said that the suspect * 
was 19 and w^as believed to be the 
leader of a local neo-Nazi group that 
counts about 80 members. 

Follcming normal procedure in 
such cases, Jaspers declined to iden¬ 
tify the suspect by name. 

Last Thursday, a gang of about 
150 neo-Nazis, skinh^ds and others 
chased asylum-seekers from Sierra 
Leone and Nigeria through Magde¬ 
burg's streets and into a cafe owTied 
by a local Turk 

In the dash that followed, at 
least four of the assailants were 
stabbed by Turkish-bom cafe em¬ 
ployees who sought to defend the 
asylum-seekers. One of the four, 
identified only as a 24-year-old man, 
v\as iieporied yesterday to be in a 
coma j* 
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Czech Anarchists 
Jightpazis 

Anarchists are in the lead in the Czech 
Republic demonstrating against and 
physically confronting fascists. In Oct. 
1993, 200 marched in Prague against 
growing racbt and fascist violence, par¬ 
ticularly from nazi-skinheads. Speakers 
pointed out three recent events: the fatal 
injury of Filip VencHk (an anarcho-punk 
from the band Rusko [Russia]) by a man 
who was seen giving the Nazi salute; the 
murder of a 38 year old man in Prague 
who defended Romanies {"Gypsies") 
against nazi-skinheads; and an attack 
on a Romani in the South Bohemian 
town of Pisek. 

There have been 14 nazi victims since 
the Revolution of 1989. 



Aatl-a««l match in Pragna, 
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Revolutionary Anti-Racist f 
Action Communique 

{Fjikoruil S'&U: Thi folliiwbig inir^uction origm^iy appeared in 2nd Usm of our fnfo BidUtin (JulylAugust 
I99S}as£iri inlroductionioashontrprtsss!atnr7i€nl that RARA nieastdtc ihn Duichfrudia before the reltasi oftht 
coffvmijii^iu tkii appears.) 

At tfupoike aridfir£S€rvices recetvAda cailihata iimedejcpiosivedevice wovdddetonaie on the third^ocr 

ofthe Ministry ofSocial A^aira budding in Tf\£ Nagut^A scorch of the building byauihordies reveaUdKOthirtg. 
precisely dJ Jam, the bomb exploded, caustAg exSenjivt damage to the building. Just like their last bombing, this blast 
originaitd in a toliei, the dofnage e^eaed most of the cnjtre floor of the qffke budding. the auiomaiic 

sprmkler system came on and sprayed liters of water everywhere^ even more damage was caused to equipment w 
ofpees not directly touched by the blast itself. At the time cf the ejq^losion. no people were in or around the building. 

The Dutch media went inio full-effect immedktily after the action. -RA/L4 made the smart move of issuing JhK? 
siaiemerUs regarding the bombing: the fist, a press rehase^summarizing the main reasons f&r Iheacmn, which was 
sent to ali major media^ and the second, a much longer andmore esicTisive communique, which was jii left-radical 
media one djy laler. The capitalist media began acting like the mouthpiece of the BVD, the Dutch internal security 
agency, in ike days following ihe aotion, printing ailegaiionj like: ^Rene R. is one of the suspects in the bombing , 

"The BVD knows exaedy who carried out the action. Ji*s a group of four or five people who were also responsible for 
the ciiLack on Kosto's hoiese..Ad of this to make up for the fact that KARA have never been caught and art still - as 
this action showed - in a pasiiion to strike. 

Unlike the t^rmaih of the Kosio action, the liheial-ieft were generally Uft speechless by RARA's communique. 

After the Kostc action, liberals cornplained that militant aciions would only make ihings worse for reftdgees.Buiat this 
point, Kowcan things get any worse ? file gal migrants cannot workor live in The Neiherlmds; they face constant threat 
ofpolice brutality and immediou deportation ^ they are ever caught. In sfu>n, they are not considered people. So how 
can their situation be made any worse? Therefore, RARA 'j bomb was very welcome indeed. Not only was the action 
a blow to the state agendes responsible for the persecution of refugees and asylum-seekers, but it was also a blow 
againsi apathy, a w*ake-up call to the (radkol-jleft. We anxiously await ^the ness time^* .(adaptedfrom the Dutch leftist 
bUweekiy “NN” 1114€) 



On &c nighi of Jtmo 1 , >itci nmnesous 

limdy wimiagi, we deioaiied explosive devices oo tie 
ihiid floor of ihc Mmisuy of Socal Afftin xnd Empioy- 
mem. llie urges , of ikis scijod wu the o^oe of the DIA 
(Libour ReJaiionJ Izispeoion Savioe - tmis.) wluch ii 
locked on this floor, lit DIA pUy 11 k«y role m tlit faxuiL 
for meg si immignnii. On iwitge twice t day, iMi 
service, along widi loc^ law oiforccznczit egendes, 
organizes raids of basmoses that are nupected of ezn- 
ploying illegal unmignnis. In ibe coming yean, ttds 
service it to be dooUed, means moie raids, more 
victims, Diore fear. Wiihoaractlotuwe lotigbtto dnwtbe 
line and lo let the man-hnnien fed for diemsdvei what 
it*slihctobehunied.Totetthanlmow what irs like to be 
a uigo, to be stigmatiaed. hutially, wc rdeased a shorter 
press staicmeoL In this coEmnuniqne, we"d like io takethe 
time to go into miEten more deeply. 

“Sobering But Bumane^ 

The i[]egais^.debaie has foddenJy adM ooce more. 
An opumisi might uy that this ts becatue of the fierte 
leactioni ie the hmnlliainig aaonpi by Roctwherg ind 
Kono to dnw in the Ett^kensicia right-wing lut spring. 
The reactions were indeed fioice, almost eoootingmg 
one might tay. Public comments &om the PvdA (social 
doaocradc party - mna.) leadcnh^, namely tfadrapolo 
gies that everything slipped cm to imfortmuieSy, gives 
the ^^Kaiance that they have retreaied back to ifadr 
comer. Sm ladjy, dungs don't work that way. Policies 
stand bftid ind fast, and they are designed by i idect clnb 
of btircaDcrats and the minliten ^lai freqnaS E ujopc m 
cofiferences. Policy, one that ba^ onl of the rnlet of the 
managed democracy. Torch-lighi proccsiions;, lalliea, 
ind demmitraLlons agahm rsdsin give some hope that 
people won^l just sil back and accept wbal’i going on. 
But the politicians have chined their own coarse, and 
•Ithougb they notice that the nnaibet of demonstraton is 
high, they realize that ibe» people woii*l overstep ibe 
boondariGi which dieme ippropriitc condnd in The 
Neiheflandi. So the politkiani can keep doing what they 
are doing and remain relaiively ondisttirbed. The hate* 


campaign against illegals has been going on for tome 
dme, and now h hu been given form in policy. A policy 
that dictates that iUegilj may be subjected to the mon 
draconian and mhumane authority measuru. Sobering, 
bm humane; Kosto aUowed commisstoni like the 
Zcevalking Coaumtsion to design a policy of starvation. 
The purpose is to mike life for Qlegalt impotslble here, 
niegilt are a problem, that's the message, m differing but 
nonetheless harsh tones, which poMciani &om the right 
to so-called Tefi' are seading ^ A wave of tccusitio&i 
and insnlu are buried at a groop of people that are easy !o 
art nek, And not only at them. Eveiyihmg that reeks of 
being foreign is stispcacd of being here for no good 
reason. lt*s easy to mobilize people cm the fear that their 
walleti will be stolen. Mayor Pq>er said that poUce had 
discovered 1IQQTurks all registered tithe tame address: 
"Busloads luU of people come here, coUect ih cir welfare, 
and then go hack to Turkey.*' Ptthapshe didn't waottfiTbe 
outdone by his coUeagocs in Amsterdam, who said they 
needed to expand the police force dueio the 15000 illegal 
tmmigrenii from Ghana (hat were dealing drugs In the 
city. It doesn't maner that there areno faos whatsoever to 
back up these claimi. The media spreads these claims, 
and the message docs hs work. News is news. A small 
note on page 17 in the newspaper ■ few weeks later, 
noting the errors of tbe previoos sioiy, has Ihilc e^ecL 
The tone hai already been estahliiied. Anyone who 
thought tbit illegals would be left alone for a while has 
been deceived. If aaythmg, this k the tahn before the 
ftoim. Nawijn and Konc remitly added another sbovd- 
fuJI to the mcantain of fllth they have already spewed 
forth about tUegals. This time it was (be noiy that illegali 
must be deported before ‘gamine^ refugees can be al¬ 
lowed in to be boused- Yet another proclimition from 
those that have the power to make and administer policy . 
The coune has been charted, and the hunt coniinues. 
Anyone trying to get i glimpse behind the scenes of the 
fathedtod*! polhical stage is left to pondn a question, 
like a wasp on a jar of honey: Where are aU these idiotic 
fiaicTTLcnu coming from, that are so degrading and insult- 
ing to so mioy people? 


HtSt 10 SfK 
MEIbFKHI 



From ‘Guest*Worker’ To ‘Economic Refug«’ ' 
Dlegallty is aciuBlly a political defmiucnt DOthlng 
morepHOLhing less. In the bOi and 70s, bus messes used u 
recruit workers who were wan dering out of the couniiic 
by the Mediicmnean Sea. Tens of thousands of ihesj_- 
'spontaneous immigTutu', as they were then caUed, were 
allowed to find work. And a good thing, too, because (he 
work they got was often hard and dirty labor, and ther 
was ■ shortage of man-power. Between the mmei o 
Limburg, the oil tankers in Ronerdam‘i harbc^ir, and” 
toilets all over, there was one thing in common: cheap 
labor did the work, provided these people were 'guest 
workers*. This seemed like a strange way to treat 'guests' 
ai they were described in the flexible political jargoat iO— 
som^ng had lobe done about the BCtnalsiruaiion. Tbis 
was icuially quite simple; these people were only 
brought here for reasouf of edonoinjc gain. The impon 
ing of ‘guest-woikcra* was rieccisaiy to allow for thr__ 
economic growth at that lime. Those bdustiiei that had 
repidly developed were hampered by a shortage of labor. 
ihui a portioD of the nadon’s produedve capacity was no 
being utilized. This procese had nothing to do wid 
'tolerance* or 'hospital!^'. So it’s even less of a surprise^ 
that this situation didn't last long. Ever since the 7(h, a 
time of economic decline and increasing unemployment 
this reomitinent ptoccii has stopped. This policy wa< 
given the foDowing credo: ^'Holland it not an imnugra’^ 
don land.'* With the sireke of i political-judicial pen, 
‘aponiancoiia’ immigration became ‘illegal' immigra¬ 
tion, and the stale created iti ‘illegals problem'. Tbii 

didn'tmirLer that much to the migrants themselves. Thei,_ 

arrival wasn't dictated by the changing judicial eatego- 
riei of tiiis country, but rather by the mcreaimg gap 
between the rich North and the poor South. lUcgaii arc 
above a]] else, human beingi. In search of a fumre, a littli 
bit of happiness. People who have left house and home“ 
behind, in Turkey, Morocco, Ghana, people who have 
decided to flee from hopelessness in the hope of buildinj 
a betief exirtence here m the wealthy W«l They don' 
succeed, they aren't wanted, and they are stigmatized t.»— 
‘economic refugees'. Their motives for coming to the 
wealthy West are not accepted. HopelcsTness ii aoi a 
motive, not a reason to flee. What maitcn is iheir eoo 
nomic usefulness, not their economic and social emci 
gmey. But for illegals, there ii no way back, they prefer 
the insecuriry of an illegal life to the security of ahopclesi 
one. And people profit greatly from ihii. The racii 
double-standard tn the lalxir market and m the sodet) 

-- Pi£el«~ 
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fthidi was craaicd in the 60s, still csiju Loday, In short, 
thil is bte^uje 'guest-work' (rtid: poorly paid, boring, 
and difflcoji work) is not i isnpomy bin rathei t fUuc- 
tural condition, it's a myth to think that economic growth 
makes I abor mo ft agreeable, lei al one to thi dc that every - 
one shares in the well-being. The * guest-woriten' are 
living proof of this, in spiic of the fact that they are 
literally hidden away in invisible, cage-like, fire-hazard 
hojteU and special neighbourhoods. Mon migraDi* srt 
already forced to the bottom of society, and for illegals 
ihii IS doubly true. And they are shamelessly exploited. 
Th ank s to their illegal labor, certain sectors of the Dutch 
economy continue to fundi on. Illegal workers are cheap, 
because they are illegal. Everyone knows dsnn well that 
deporting these illegali would force htmdiedi of busi- 
nessea in the food, catering, green-house, and cleaning 
indnstriei to go bankrupL Oppression, exploitation, and 
humiliation form the basis of the silmt compact betwem 
the stale, politicians, and mdustiy regarding illegality. 
And these peoples, the numben vary, but ii*i cenainly 
□Dtinore thai a sold-out iiadium for an AjaX'^Feyencord 
soccer game, are supposedly the embodiment of the 
ihreateoed destiuction of our oouniiy . 

Keep The Problems Here In Controls” 

The problem of illegals h only a problem in the („.) 
and m the realms of policy where thmgi tie threatening 
to get out of hand. And vL t momeni when things 
need to be speedily prepared for the coming Eoio- 
pean rmity. At that point, some explanation needs to 
be sought for the Donrstup honor film that is being 
played out ai the Binnenhof (Dutch paiiiamem- Umt.). 
an explanation of the ciadEy ideas and the xenophobia that 
seems to be commlling politics in this country. 

The political sitte of the economic and social m* 
stmctEiring of Europe is not going as well aa they would 
like. Tbt euphoria of the Europe of the CliizcQ is 
smiting to wane, now that the coutoort of the Europe of 
Capital am beginzting to take ihip& Ai fim, i United 
Europe seemed like an amazing, over-ripe apple tree 
which just needed to be Ughtly shaken to provide enough 
capiialin fruitfor everyone, Nowtbcm U rooie and mott 
fear and dissaiisfacrion with the political and lociai 
changes taking place. A struggle in primarily ideological 
terms is forming and Teaching ouLtnio Increaiingly broad 
seoon of the populaiiosL These ore all ligni of i critli of 
legitimacy wbemin politics and the economic system are 
u fault Racism ii utilized to create a new sense of todal 
consensus, over the backs of the 'oiberf\ the 'Ojegglf*, 
die foreigners'. Takiiig a crowbar m band against the 
sodal coQUodtctions- Kosto put it literally^ ".^remove 
diem to keep the problems here in coouoL..''. Hadim 
finds fcnilc ground in a land where, for oi long os people 
can remember, the Western nuji has been the meoxun of 
all dimgi; I country whose own colonial history bu 
never been questioned. 

A SIke Of Br«ad Amd Satbfoctioc 

Because the problems which the polmdons are 
dealing with seem somaisive, they have broadened their 
hori zom- Not only mignnia, but ^lo other scoors of ihe 
poputiuou can now lejoi ce in the groat imporunce which 
the pdiricions tee m their existeoce. 

What is tnunediotely obvious is the cousecdon 
which is being made betwra tbe so-i^led illegali prob¬ 
lem and another huge sodal problem: unemploynienU 
The problem isn't that there is a sboruge of jobs, like the 
poliricriani want us to bdievc, or thiL their labor policies 
hive been wrong for yean. Unemployment seems to be 
• nariooal disaster w^ueh the nosspbyed themselves 
have creaied. And moro and more fraudulent reports aro 
fed to Ihe media, that x% of the population u cheating the 
lysiem, 40% ire cheating, 75% art ehestmj ..Now we 
just have to wait for a report thai says this in this or that 
neighbourhood, 132% of all wdfaro icdpicnii cheat the 
tyjtem and like it thol way. And politicians like Robin 


Linschoisn come to the onginal conclusion that welfare 
pajTntnu need to be reduced to people in those ntigh- 
bourhoods and that the unemployed need guardiani 
placed ovcTihem. Fir^titwas the WAO (afoim of welfare 
- Ixans.) recipients that had to be taken to task. During the 
industrial ftstruemring one decade ago, entire sectort of 
the working class got stuck in the WAO reservoir. Tea 
years later, they arc presented as profllccrs and fakers so 
as to Slop the expansion of the social services budget. 
This new work-ethic that ii preached, often in connection 
with *illegiis\ and linked to complalnu of how our de¬ 
graded and derailed society, in which welfare fraud 
seems to be a national sport, is simply i means to approve 
plans to cut costs. The notion of social fcoirity has 
become a short-lived myth that needi to be cut back. The 
conditions under which the welfare compromise, the 
welfare rtatc, and sodal security were created were di¬ 
rectly linked to capitalist expansion. That means, accord¬ 
ing to the margin of profiL The economic restructuring 
which is taking place at the moment, and whose got! is to 
secure profits and corditions to bring about new expan- 
lioQ, is coupled with a firm grip on production and labor 
reladons and intensified competition. 


is that of shame. Aa if it wasn't bad enough lo intioduce 
yourself as on unemployed person at someone's birthday 
psjty, now you are made to feellike loul shit, a pan of the 
leg ion of people reipons ibl e for all of s od cty' s problem i. 
Exclusion, compulaion, and the limiting of rights, these 
will all become noimal means of making this “God 
forsaken country”, to use Lubberi' (Dutch prime minJs’ 
ter -irons.) words, healthy again. The society is shaken up 
with a heavy hand, and a new jacket is fined to iu 
underside. New social divisions are created. Minimum- 
wage eamen, migraniit so-caDcd inaaivc people, these 
are the different sectors of society that are forever ex¬ 
cluded from any sort of future, a future where no one hai 
to stand on the sidelinei, just ai long as you work. ”Thcro 
is no bigger modem illusion, or deception, than the use of 
that one word ‘work', something which is uaerly degrad¬ 
ing »pamfu], and socially inferior for some, and wonder¬ 
ful, stams-enhancing, and economically rewarding for 
others." (J.K. Galbraith) This exactly describes the logic 
of capitalism. A system that generates world-wide 
Wealth, precisely because tt also produces poverty and 
sorrow, and that to an increasing degree. 



Mob si VC lay-offs ofid big probl^s atmajor corpoiadonx 
like Hoogovens,Fokker, DAF, Philirps, and KLM are the 
result Uaemployoftcot rises sharply every month. Tbe 
model of social security, fomuilated m a period of unlim¬ 
ited prosperity and growth, and which was supposed to 
serve os a safe^ net to ihose that nonetheless fell out 

of tbe boat, now seems out of place. Austerity measurei, 
cumng benefit payments, and making the model less 
attainable for people by purting mcreaimg pressure on 
tbe unemployed, the introductiem of the notion of 'tem- 
poraiy work', forced re-schooling, and other such things 
oro the order of ihc day. This hai nolhing to do with a 
policy that oimi at full*eaipbyinent, lomeihiiig which ii 
impossible under capitali St rdadons. Hus also mokes ibe 
caU for 'more jobs’ pointless. What kind of jobs? I lore 
polluting produaion? More useless products and lerv- 
ices? Instead of fundamental discusriom about a human 
mterpretatioa of the DOiions of labor and produaion, i 
discussion ofthe social value of labor,a discussiou of tbe 
fundamentali of an economic and social model, the 
needle mnaini lost in tlie haystack of the imeresu of the 
ruling powers. A climate is created in which work, at any 
price, is deemed acceptable, and thus the model of social 
lecuriiy becomes mimmal and even lest accessible The 
new wcfk-eibic gives free reign to drtcoiiisit measures 
under this model. The welfare stale has been making the 
undcTcliiscs artificially satisfied for decades now. That 
rime is DOW gone. In tbe welfare state of the future, you 
can choose to rent your own cell, or a waterproof card'^ 
beard box. Or you end up in a re-education camp, chew¬ 
ing on I piece of bread with sarisfaction, guarded by 
soldiers crying to Imitate Eleo Brinkman. There's nothing 
the poUrictans wonT jiy to create a climate in which they 
can push through their measures. 

The most direct and cynical manner of exploitation 


A Reactionary Neurosis 

The great leap forward to a United Europe, which 
we art wimessing, is being lead by spirited language and 
crass proclamBUons. All the big mouths In the Binnenhof 
are trying to out*da one another m the category of mess- 
ing and making idiotic suteznents. In the search for an 
ideological glue to legitimize ihcir policy ^roach, and 
no one is waiting for this except for the political and 
economic elite iueif. Wiihb the developed relation¬ 
ship between, on the one hand, die realization of 
European goals, and, on the other hand, the con- 
structioc of concrete changes, lies the expiration 
of a number of specific mechanisms which set the 
poliucol climate these days. To draw aiiention 
away from the underlying political and eccnonuc 
goals of this policy, ihe political elite tries lo olwayi 
focus attention on the imcmal necessity of taking these 
measures. '^Fraud is ruining our sodciy," said on angry 
Wim Kok (leader of the sodal dmiocmis - uani.), who 
usually only gels emotional if someone quesrioni his 
bookkeeping abilitlei. This is said to legitimize budget 
cuts with the goal of bringing the Dutch state in line with 
suiTCunding stales. You sk the same thing in the struggle 
against the moral decay whidi Holland seemi to be 
suffering from, something which is called social renewal 
by the policy makers. Tliis social renewal Is the quosi- 
poiirive term which ii realty jun ■ cover to create an 
ideological climate which will allow for more control. 
Foliudons would like to preioit toctal renewal as the 
struggle against dog droppings in the playground around 
the comer, but under this some motto, new crime pack¬ 
ages are enaaed which increase the power of the state oi 
the expense of the accused. Every escape and every aaof 
petty theft is used to justify prison camps, bodily punish'^ 
mcnis, more cops, and Lron^fisied politics. And you see 
the exact same mechanism m ihe paranoia around asy* 
lum^seekeri and mignmis. They ore defined in terms of 
being on interoal oicmy, the fifth column, the death of 
Dutch cultaro. And all this to justify the dedsioos being 
taken at the European level to close all doon to migranu. 
The golden role of advertising has token hold of poUtica 
as well: Repeat something often enough, and you can 
push even the most nasty of products down tomsone's 
ihro^ Kosto's policy is the Iglo TV-dinner of Dutch 
politics. 

The reactionaTies are in control in the Europe of the 
90s. In the gap between distress and ideology, an aiXempt 
is bcingmade to push bock all of the gains made by the left 
since the 60s. Through ihc unambigucui words of the 
growing extreme-right orgmizaiions, through the major 
paniei ' mmoriiy-dcbaic couched in neutral urms, inthe 
renewal of nortni and values, and in the bannoEiizaiion of 
laws and dutlci. After years of a combination of social 
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and Econoniic impovcrishmwil and ih* poiming-out of 
soape-goaifi, nto-Uberal polilici bai dre$»«^ iu monnen 
in biO’WTj shiits^ Tho major panioi then attack ihew 
thus giving themselves t icspecuble image, 
while taking another step to the right ai the *ame time- 
Togeihcr they are creating political disorder^ they are 
Opening wounds and pertly declaring ihit they are dis¬ 
carding taboos. It is this drift to the righi that is deciding 
political relations. The fuss over illegaJi it nothing else 
bui a licence for racisi language. Hie fuii over welfare 
fraud is nothing else but a licence for control and repres¬ 
sion and the linking of all eusting ditabaojki. The ftui 
over rights and dudei is nothing die rhMji t Licence for 
eroding the social sysiem and iiioking people with f]e3L- 
ible, insecure, and poorly-paid jobs* A reactiomuy neuro¬ 
sis has taken hold of poliUcs. The nuances can only be 
detected by those with peifect bearings 

The World Of Peter Stuyvesenl 

A village-menlality u dommant in The Nether¬ 
lands, Discussions about ihc causes and consequences of 
lubstantive developments hardly ever take plaoe, let 
alone about the intematloni] relatiotii which are 
volved. A kind of imiversalisi Ue is cieaied, which fuoc- 
licms as the basis of the defence of the Wett'i privileged 
position. The economic war bcuig waged against the 
countries of the southern hemisphere knows so changei 
from die transiiion from the Old to the New World Order, 
If anything, these changes have made it easier for West¬ 
ern couDiries and corporation! to manoeuvre, Captial ii 
moving across the world ai an evsi faster pace, with 
anonymous infuanioiu like the Worid Bs&k and IMF 
having ever more mfluencc. It hides front ill disau&ions, 
from all coatroli, from all choice. Couptrid and peoples 
are lemporerily taken up into the *coune of humanity^ 
used, and then tossed away like a pair of old socks, Tlse 
Lniemationa] division of l^r has ruined the THrd 
Worid, The capiulizatiosi of agriculture has drivea mil- 
liooj of people tim the countryside to the slums of the 
big cities. Excessive cultivation of naUire and the forced 
introduction of mouo-culmres has led to an ecological 
disaster which ij imposiible to overlook* The hunger in 
Ethiopia. Somalia, and the lands of the Sahel ii a dired 
result of this, hit cynically suied that the only thing some 
countries are capable of produemg is refugee. And the 
Wen has no need for this export preducL The Third 
Wodd't debt now totals ISSObiUioo dollire. In coctreil 
to 55 billion in atmual developsncut money, they are 
saddled with 154 bill ion in annua] mienst payments on 
previems dehts. There are SO milHoa people woHd-widb 
who are fleeing from hunger, sorrow, poverty, hopeless- 
ness, persecution, and (leanal) violeoct TheM are cold, 
absuianumben w^ch hide the terrible icveli of human 
suffering which eri It- At long as thu sufTering stays in its 
plicc, everything's OK. As long u it stays cumulating 
wiUiin the Third World* everything*! ffoe. But if ihat 
suffering comes too dote to Europe, allhell breaks loose,. 
Initaad of a dUwsioo of causes and contcqucsaces* 
atom the West's responsibility for the deaolate cemdi- 
liooi in the South, thoi yougetaminori^-debsic co bow 
to keep these proffteen outside our door. And iocreas- 
in gly,people fUlic openly thnt il'i their ownfiuli anyway. 
After til, we tout iheni devdopment money and bhac 
hdmeu, and whai do they do7 Nothing] Consciouaoest 
abom the connccbon between the (nec^) oolooial histoiy 
of the West and the present refugee migniioti movement 
is emsbed between the truth of right-left discusstoni, 
^^'hen the terms migmiofi, mtegraijon, and refugees are 
preseniedt then people seem lo lufftr from an tone case 
of historical amnesia. Ideologies based on racism and 
w hiie supremacy still form a frmdamemal part of Western 
culture. A Eurocentric view of the world penneatm the 
thought of bc^ the right and the IcfL The end of idcolo^ 
giei, of hirtoiy, port- modernism, poft-materiaHsm, post- 
whaicvcrism, these ire ill just philoiophlei.mmd-gsmei 
that ue only relevtnt to a very limited part of the world, 

“Tr?- 


The Spirit 

From a siuiaiion of ovciflow, people presume that 
Sttiyvcsaiii is a good example of how people from other 
countries should icL The few refugees tha: ever make it 
ID the West arc looked upon with suspicion. If they are 
even admioed. then they are expected to be polite and 
listen to Bolkmsiein. He goes through the entire liberal 
coipui. searching for elcmemi of strange cultures. Ra¬ 
cism is evident in ill i^pcai of the admmi 5 intion"i 
refugee policy, if one can even call ii ihaL Or maybe thii 
poliiiazcs the qucstioin too much, lutcresu and contra¬ 
dictions are then pm on the table* while cveiyonc doer 
their ben ic make the policies seem kind of fuimy and 
boring or whatever, but ccftainly col evil. 

No Man's Land 

The political and leadership cristi of the system, ii 
we analyze it, does not mean that there are maiiy poisi- 
bilities for the miliunr-lefrto intervene. Of couih there 
art lots of little dc&ii and tears that undermine sociil 
consennij. Bulat the moment, there are not enough signs 
of agio wing cul mill and political resistance which U in 
a poiitiOD to question the legitimacy of the Ay atoUaht of 
liberal democmey. The political caste cperiies iri a given 
manner in a no man's land Just as the dynamics of 
European unity have furted .it's more correct to speak of 
i minigemcm crisis than i happy ending, now that the 
weight of the Cold War can be thrown overboard. And 
everyone now finally agrees that the society we live m is 
the best there can be- They are lost in the wilderocsi, 
afraid that they can't fulTil their necessary historicaJ task 
of completing Project Europe. Or the fact that maybe it 
won“l turn out to be the Europe of theii dreams, that 
dciesa'i mauer so much. What mailers is to push through 
those meartues that are necessary for the next phase of 
competition, plundering, pollution, md desimctioiL 
Those ieciors of society that are no longer needed in ihii 
right-wing paradise ne^ to be kept in check, and, most of 
all, they must not affect expansion. Those people that 
already had politics and the society already turn iheii 
backs to tbem are now fed with cheap images of the 
enemy; everything's just as bug as dlscoTsieot is not 

direaed It the political caste itself. The left is operating in 
this same no man's land, but il is hanily able to utter 
anything significanL Many pcpplehavc die will, but di^ 
the pressure of the right*wing roU-back, no one seems to 
have the rime nor the nerve to precisely analyze what's 
going DQ, In these limca, when even a canfittent hnman t ti 
is considered i political ndicai, it ti ri^^essary that a 
iidico!, permanent, and tmcompiomlsinf resistance ex- 
in, We want lo Esreak into that political freld of power, 
with means that no one can negate. This ts not merely an 
expression of radical opposidon. Moris itan unnecessary 
luxury in a time when the body-snatchen go into acrion 
right after a Boeing jet crashed into Bijlmer (a high-riie 
■panment ncighbotuhood in Amsterdam where lots of 
migraoy live - trans.), lo as to deal with those lUcgali 
<mce and for all. It is aiao neoessaiy to reaa to all the Ites 
hi'this epuniry. Sure, the parilamciu can tdopc in ami- 
racism law that stitei; **We tnaintain that respect for all 
people is a fundamental pan of a demociiric society, and 
everyone living in The Netheriandstuay share fully moot 
sodety; we shall do all we can to combat discriimnadon 
and to be a good example ooriclvcs,'* And then they go on 
and amtinue making tbeir policies which contradict 
these nice words. The same pohtidani that defme radn 
polictes then m arch aitbe bead of dsnonsenitjoas againsi 
the hatred of foreigners. And dropping people off across 
the borderis called 'courageous'. It is of nraicgic impor¬ 
tance that we place our fmgen on the pulie of the funda¬ 
mental contradictions of the post-Cold Wai era in the lo- 
called Liberal democndei. Breaking into political coodi- 
tioris usually doesn't win any applauic or bouquets of 
flowers. The shock wives that went through The Ncifaer- 
laneli in November 1991 were rignificanL At the riik of 
joumalistic wTtth, everyone immediately let out to dis¬ 
tance themselves (from RAKA'a aneck - Irani.), Aod 


who was not guilry of this? Commincei and organize- 
tiems gave iheir Pavlovian reaction and mdividuah dis¬ 
tanced themselves, as Though Kosio himself had been'^ 
attacked, 'i^'hat people feared wai being excommuni¬ 
cated from the (already marginaJ) political sphere from 
which they could exercise political influence* And there 
was also a great feai that there was no way in whidi“^ 
people could give a lubstaniive rescuon. Even on the left, 
everyone was aure what they didn't winL no more 
bombs, not on people* not in that way, and espedalJy not 

at this lime. Only Later, when ihe asylum poUdes were_ 

sbaipened even more and structural violence increased, 
did the posiuoni change lomewbat. Il alio became more 
clear the trusted democrtcy had had tti time* How can 
political influence be exercised, if the boundaries and 
rules of the national policy game are dictated ii the'“ 
European level? It's no imprire that the cabmet Is on a 
collision courae; the course has beea lel and it will be put 
through at any oorL Lubberi’ call to the cmployera* awo- 
ciatioai To hold the line and lo allow for sirikes, so ihar... 
WAO cuts could be pushed Through, ii mdicauve of ho w 
hard-line Holland has become. Street protests arc dealt 
with by letting riot cops have their fun. The question 
remains whether those youths and students that demon- 
siraied m The Hague on May 8, miny of them for the ftm 
time, will have had 'politics driven home lo them', or 
wfaoher they are now too mtlmidaied to fight for theii 
lighix. It wouldnT be the first lime that a movement his 
bem wreckedby the arrogance of power* symbolized by— 
the barking and biting blue Une, Our mdiun^y arises 
from such experiences- For us, ii is an opUoa, in conjunc- 
licn with other methods of struggle* to force a necessary 
broadenmg of political possibilities to open up and break.^^ 
through the relations here which have rusted shut. To 
fight for the neccsiary space ai whidi ■ political and 
csiJmraJ counter-movemait can farther develop itself and 
grow out into a counter-power. 

Breaking uiio relations is not a question of immedi- 
ate successes. It's not a manei of forcing Kosto to resign, 
tficr the November aaion, and to alone for his acrions by 
shetiEiing an illegal immigraiit in his ccUar. We wouldnT 
waaito fubjea any illegal immigmu to that Anew wavs"” 
of radical reaistaoce, like [hat of the eariy-SOs, is not 
realistic. You canY just call om tad create a rasiiunce, 
uorcan you immediiidy mobflhtt people. You can't just 

cry pm tbit you want a 'coanicr-moveincnt'* no roauci._ 

how much you want one, Resistsmee itio doesn't come 
into being 'of its own accord' when the system its 
next step in its lotig history of humiliation and rifttroc- 
tiOQ. What we want to do Is make the political seff-timbs 
and die borden of political disatssion and action* as ihey 
are Ising defined, perfectly clear, ini way that no ofie can 
igoAc. Nowhere are responsibOhy and guilt ao dear in 
the debate ai they ue with respect to Kosto and Bolken- 
ftein. We want to |mt thii elemrau of retponsibilliy back— 
on the political agenda. We wad; to draw the line and to 
put a price on policief that are mhumine and degrading. 

A p6hcy with a name and a seat in puliament, one that 
can be anadeed, 

Tbdr Struggle^ Our Struggle.^ 

Our politics are cenainty miematioualist in iheir 
oricoLitioiL Any form of feft>wmg politics fh*i ^ 
intemaiionallst has littie perspeedve. Except for ibc fact “ 
that the conditions under which peopi e around ihe world 
live are aiwiyi changing, rntemaiionalism is attifTorical 
truth- The libcraiion suugglcs m Latin America, Viet- 
□■m, and South Africa were an tnspiratiou to many — 
people, and they led to i conscioumeis about the West's 
organized txplaiuUon and oppreaiion of the cotmtries of 
ibe southern bemispbere. But itill, the left can no longer 
rely on the penpectivei of struggle that were relevant in 
the 70i and 80s, The hberation inovementi and rtrugglet 
have changed thdr dtaracier. The revolutionary storm of 
the btc-70s and eariy-80s, under ihc influence of Ihe 
Ci^ntintted on pag€ 22^, 
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Sandinisii revoluiion, which sw cpi mrough Latin Amer¬ 
ica, faded tway withtbe t;l(;^ctio ]3 defeat of the Sandlnia- 
tis. The way in which ihc Tcvoluuanary process m Nica¬ 
ragua Was 5ibotiged^ through hunger and w aj^ has led to 
the idea that impehalistn has uiumpbed and to the long¬ 
term question of how lo develop new struggles and 
strategies. Some ire trying, after decades of hard and 
bloody conflLet, lo consolidate their position ai thenego* 
bating table and to effect change from that posilicn. 
Gucnillt movements have reformed Lhemselves into 
legal OTganiutions and some have chosen the parliamen- 
Lajy path. And then there are the siTUggies in the slums, 
the struggles of base movemems, the struggles to change 
day-io-day life. Some of the popular organizations that 
came into being in iht relative political spaces created by 
^danocritization' have grown into powerful move- 
mats. AU of these devclopmemi hive confused the 
European left. Just ti fast at the hope for quick rcvolu- 
tiimaTy change has faded, so, too, dies the very mterest in 
iL Solidarity movements are filling apart or disbanding 
thsnsclves because there's no more work to be done. 
Nlandeli is free, the ANC and De Klerk are *oo speaking 
lEnni’, and deoiona itc coming 3 O 0 !n...Ai 3 d ihai has 
always been the weakness in the way m which the left has 
taken on mtemarionalin or anb-imperialist struggle. 

The left baa made itself too dependent on auiactive 
sinigglei being waged elsewhere and has not shown the 
cfTccts which materialism has back here. Despiu the 
ccfuciousnesi of linking the struggle there to here, ihe 
smiggle was gCDcially too relirivc to the otaidiiiooi 
there. The coll^^ of lolidariry inoveineais, for ex^ 
ample, those ooDCKsed wtib Soi^ Africa, £1 Salvador, 
«ad Nicaragua, »ys a lot. 3ui support it just as needed 
DOW as it ever was. It remains true today that the ben form 
of solidarity to fight for changes here. The European left 
is now more dependent on itself, in a Detain tense, and 
Deeds 10 now find its tnou m its own society. More 
attmtioa needs to be paid to ooi own experiences, his¬ 
tory, cuhure, aod tradition. Fighting tor fundamental 
changes in Western societies is not mjy of tmpofunce to 
ibe self-deitniuDaiioa of ootmiriea in the 'Thifd Worid*; 
il*a also aboai Ihring eoaditiom, freedom, arid self-deter* 
minarion here. Iri other wordii their struggle, our 
snuggle, inteuurioiia] solidiniy. 

What this is about is « conacioasness of eonnec- 
riooi. Cause and eSea need to be placed iii ihc oormet 
Order once agauL Borope was bom from slavciy, geno* 
cade, and cokmialSsm. Our welfare system Is the re^t of 
emtudes of opfweiiion and eaploitatioB. Our so-calkd 
*imilti"Cuftural* fodety is a product of a oolonialist past 
and a Deo-colociial present Iscreismg radft s^greuion, 
violence igainit migiiaii and asylum'sociccii, smear- 
campaigns agiinsi illegals, and the doling of borders to 
refugees are all cxamptei of this. And just as they are 
written oft so that the few may profit wfaHe the many are 
degraded, gr^ groupt of other people are becoming 
victims to the golden calf of capitalist progrest. There is 
much to be won in the struggle for fundameota] changet 

fioom For Cbangc 

We went to the fl€>or where DIA has its ofttccLThis 
agency plays a key role in the hunt for illcgali. Tte raid 
on Blokkcr (a Dutch d epmmem more - tram.) gave Just 
• him of thdr potectiil: they utilized dogx. helicopteri, 
and 120 copt to comb through a dimjibution centre 
looking for people with snspidous aldn colour. If a 


pen on’s nationaliiy wai dubious, Lhey were made to iay 
ihc word “kwanje". If iheirpronundaiion wai noi EhiEch 
enough in the fmcly-tanfid eais of the bureaucrats, Lhey 
were taken away. A stamp on the hand and they are 
uanspoTted to city ball, where a smiling CDA politician 
remarics that oompulsory ID cards could have prevented 
all of this. But these cops aren’t above carrying out 
smaller aciiom as well. Day in and day out, they ride 
around tn theirlicric vans, carrying out raids. The agency 
was created in 1987 on the assumption that unemploy- 
meoi can never be solved so long as there arc still illegal 
immigrants tn the country. Recently, their efforu were 
rewarded with a doubling of their budget and man¬ 
power. Thai means, more raids^ more victims, more 
degradation, more fear. Their location in the Ministry of 
Social Affairs and labor Rclaiions illustrates the link 
betwwn the erosion of social security, the hunt for ille¬ 
gals, and Ttfugee policies. 

We don't want to look ontiseekly while human livci 
are ruined. ’Miilc racism siealthfully becomes pan of 
normality. We let the DIA man-hunters have a taste of 
whai it’s like to hunted Now they know what h*i like to 
be a target, to be siigmatlzed. We arc struggling a gains r a 
policy and a political cuimre where vicUms fall but where 
the vidimizen are never named The struggle against 
asylum* and reftagee-poUcies is a struggle for a bumanl- 
urian society, A society that often everyone a fumrel 
Where no one has to fear hearing a knock cn the door in 
the middle of the nlghi, from an agency thai rubs lives 
with cold calculation. To reach this goal, we need to 
creaia a space for change, by means of actiom, building 
stiucturei, and exchanging and examining ideas. We 
wanted our action lo be a part of this process, 

Uniil the next time, 

ltavelutioinu7 

Anri- 

Badft 

ActioD 

July im 

Cicrifteai£oit &/ names from this communiques 

Rottenbog: head of social democraiic PvdA party, racist, 
often speaks of the ‘‘clash of culiures^l 

BoDcenJian; head of pariiamcomry freoion of the right- 
wiag WD party CP«ty of Freedom and Democracy), 
Holland''I thlrd*la:gest party, lie*i very big into spread^ 
ing anii-lskm hare. 

Peper; mayor of Rotterdam, very ndii, likei to spread 
lies ("1110 welfare cheaters aiOl^ addreiir^ and xeoo* 
phobic lantmeau. 

Navijn; director-gaeral of mteroal affaire at the justice 
depaitmeou hipest bureaucrat in this area, 15 years at 
this job, mainaini die tecrex so-called ‘N|wijn list* of 
eoontries sriiich allegedly false refugees come from. 

Kosio: minuter of btemil aftans, responsible for refti- 
gec and aaytum policies in Ihe Netberiandi. 

Lmschoten; an ambitioui, yotttig WD conservative 
politidan- 
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A STATEMENT OF INTENT 



■«d|i tm4 tta kit. Ai i 
twjll tkm iltutJoa km 
■*rtoiurjr daUiicnt«d vftk 
■•nr k ih« A«i*. 

^ ll»kf Biffetf • itit* of 
■kt** Tkaf lj«p|M4 

tmtmmmm Ui* *rwp«auiiU( 

ricliin of 

krtlm terrorEiM of 
UB rucktc. iBd iki 
ladiriotoKfl Of bnaUlttr «f tt« 


■-pmiBrkfivj . _ . w 

from A.r./L srflvcd 

41 the cornef of Brkk Lmrtti 
ttml fk-ilinal Clrpijii m s^jo, 
A lejiflet wtti dlnrMHJlfd 
ftFinciuncIni in A.F.A* public 

lo iht Brea In r#s- 
ponsr to thf high profile 
adopted hy ihe B,N,P. in 
(he area. At «pprox f |»30 
Fasciiis who bad been dls- 
prrKd bf the nrrfvei ol the 
onil-fascltu leifbched an 
■ttarh, Fiwr •ml-foicliit 
■ltd three mrinberi pi ihe 
B.N.P. Including Richard 
Edmonds and Tony 'cucomber* 
Lrcoptber were Biiofed ipd 
charged with affray, 

At the ituhlfc meeting former 
l>iH'keri Iciidcr Mhly I'entt 
RUlnled (Hit thfll the only 
*flV to itop the B.N,P, 
ipreadlns itieir lnfluer>ce 
“^tas to meet fire with flre^. 
Labour M.P. Mildred Cordon 
polniad out that (he 12*6% 
at the vote Bcltleved by 
Hite li.M.P. In Ihe Si Helen 
ward wea decefttive. In fuci, 

M the comftaalikHi of the 
area wai ruHighly S0% white 
and 5<k% Aikti the dlsI.P. 
role In renhty repreienied 
mie In four of ihc while 
worllng clait Volf. 

The f!j Unwind at a lament from 

A.r,A, wiiB reiNl u«( m 
nkeeang. 


SkU-riaeltl Aplfo* 

foeaded la ||||. Tie fmikdiig 
platflsoat vat ■ promta# io 
nnfnat |h« fBiclatB 
*^l|hiailr BBd lAtbGaik la 
tW airwwta*, .at, 

prabkm aad a ohtqiafadi 
kUlmy, «« balkra tltt AFA 
hma maOm a dlfftnace nd 
Aat BB kata ta.aJaed tna to 
imr pffiBlat. 

ta Itlt la tkt tBtU ■arfcat 
toki of Amry ft. MmmatJb, ■ 
Natloka) FiMl sateb m 
pabUch ik.lhatad, |ti 
iniiakHin m 4 lBCF* 41 t*d» fhai 
J It ptoeokad a ipUt b the 
j NitldUl Iroai liaaU. Tb« 

Afcon Narlaer meivh throtfb 
ahtarkeod 

for afsliif taiHoi h ]l|7» 
tkrlaf lIBA-p fba fuclcla bad 
baea alloaod bo fan CarmaJ), 
Sttaet lato a caltaral eoatia 
lor Earopua ratcla.. Wltbta 
I KOatkf of laltiitlikg a 
ctwptiga. A FA batf obaod 
tbalr abofu aad rorcad tba. la 
ahtadoB ibelf blarkaUara, Tba 
Ho-aad nulc group Atoad 
aad nooDor, vbo bid 
oMifldsqt}, boobed Cat] dan 
toap HtM to b«| PD 


cokcart, hUJi| oftt I,III || 
advibca, ««» cnibad la p 
alagla da, op H*, If ]tl1^ 
IflnUarlf, dp# lo a atrkl, of 
tiotlca pdoptad h, A FA tEpea 
IIAI* tb# aaaaat faaaUt parade 
to Ut Ckaotapb i. 
laiaeiaberoac* Da, hu baoa 
reduced to a tqaatld 16i b, 
ttlf - a Iractloa of Ita bIh la 
iiii. 

tba laiKt r«f ■> it h 

rtlaar - tba laHlaia gti. 

Iiflijpaco lad mvcmh-i ■.oo| 
wblu vorkLig olati yoptb ob|, 
vkara tbera la ao atierBatira 
arga.aat tMlpg DonilataBtl, 
•ad forcaraUj prpfaetad. 

Whflt oHirotiliitoM in dpi, 

Vi fHOgpJfo Ibti ao 

mtrcboi oad nlUaa t^raaaai 
Adlf ■ iFiiiptoa of iba 

prubkip. wbat k __ 

raqplrad h ,iai afA nfitr,^ 
llaalf to iba Heroa af tbo 
pjobla., raolin, roflaauif ig 
Ut bigi UoiiAM !■ laoi 

■iiaoli lad l■ttDl^tJei vUob 
aopii •itiBatoi pot la Ibo 
reilot 9l lf*Ml b a* 

Wetropetiiap area af >*aiTna 


. ""P**"* ^ tfcwa AFA 
lut bt ptopifad to go la to 

T**? '**« ■« M Ik, All,, 

I^lk to oo.e Oil. la a 
■lk*b .ladad faiibm .. „j 
••ibrBlat iba twMiiidaao, 

“ *- fto* withlik 


.ade 

IlttLil 


ebtUm, tk,ti p,p„ , 

f™«t» •• ikM tiai p,„^ 

iKlIiUM, kuu 
y*'* •f*«M MB»hu (H) 
mat, tk« him m 

ik.l rti,,, ^ 

**l fnftip atUftti Mictio, «r 

mtnbu 

^11 la ao dHbt ti«i Ttwof 
Na.bb la ■ lotid aerbl^ 
_ ^ Alii 

C«i«H vlMtloti 11 T«, 

otktfUitat tmumd Iw ibaa 
IH tolaa boiaaoa tboa. TVo 
ANT w lacraaalktlv mop u 


pn^tgaada |t .aat fe 
Fk^ftdtlf oleit Uiti 
terroriaip !■ w lo%„ 
Meeptobb part of Iba blddaa 
bgeada, |o fBiarg iban .m 

^ ■ prloa to pa,^ Tkmv9 vlu 

A* ko pppMaOBoal of lamitt 
■kkf*- 

Nbloff hH dt.aattnUKl Ibti 
da tba laaaa ol faacla. Cbifw 
caa ba ao .bobDoUI,, Ulbtr 
foo an pro-lHiobt or iiu- 
Iptolii, TIoro ii to Btddto 

^ '■*" »« 
■lU be iccpptoit 
b too kDa-fticiit rattatt tbaa 
th* r%aroaal, aatl-faactit 
tt« pnbla. ip^„ ^ 
*» tt« oitoi pgipoilto - 
■otolrt 00 lb# Kiliofl lii 


raKui. noli I tad aop-nclal, 
atUltaPl aid toodonta^ tbo 
laalva aatf tka aoUra, 

It b iwr lalBiUoa to i.tdl 
tfat OEblfag tiatBB qath ao It 
la Bdl to ooalltlaaa Uil *• 
ioob bat to eo^laaeriaata, 

Ak aiiaat attompt to potariH 
D« wbola of Ibt worklai 
claai, Ailaa^ RJack aad Hbiie 
oa oaalral biksa of racOi ebaa 
bailct Bad •qiotit,. To finl 
batijf, pad tboi bolatt |ba 
fiKltb lad ibitr titlow 
irivotbn. at .tot dir Ida aad 
■ub-dlrlde kgBik ktill eoJ, two 
aUlhb political campa ara lafi 
^ naa ncbt/laocbC Bod the 
otbaa oill-taobt aad aatl- 
tbHbl, 


^ nvjinra OBI I 

1^ pa Ikbartad loatvii^ i/|«| I laotttablj AFA vlU bo oocand 
*■^•60 with ooubf Jb, wr poUtlcil oppoteau of 
off ■nouaco kadataoaiA* * MAMtiaa 


Tba Botoatfh of Toaar Hoabb 
baa tka hl|h*ll B«B«oalrillbo 
of rape altachi b Iko ooaau,^ 
Bat# potloa Blitlatbi 
damotoiralo |kai ika bral 
attackj b ffbbg kaaltotad aoar 
b, r««r. 

To balp ata. Ub thb b hw 
AFA'i prkirlir. Wt ib* 
rooofiba ibaf Utlla procroiB 
_ tkb laaot Ja ub area ollt 
.ada b, aorirlotl^ tor 
tOkpoaH to ffaicJat bltbtiiac 
w« ioeiipt that m .aal oat 
OMr ftwo ^koda. 

Tbb ia tbe fliat Nmo b wmU 
oror a dooada tket ooeb a 
pra}eet - arraetUag tka 
laltbUre fro. tka foKbu aad 
r4G4-enapAato, of ^aib^bg 
tka. m ibelr oaa ikxinbp 
aad b tba pmoa oslU^ off 
tbaif tapfij baa of ncralb at 
toprea - hai «aao twaa 
togteilad, tbo Picpeao ol 
AFA’a iiitai, b to leala 
nbi.atf ai a*4 d(f-et|i 
larolra tkoaa aeeMiM «ff iga 
emaaltj aador aitaah. 

Tie partlclpitbe aad aapport 
of bdirldtoli Bed gntope frn. 
Ibe Abaa aad black 
oan.aalt, b tka ODfoogk b 
rItaL aa tbaf .ait bo 
penuadM paai a parlod «f 
tlmo to aw AFA ii .bch 
thetri u It b iov nan. 

Qtar Up bit dwad* tba laaaa 
of racp irtackj hac affectireli 


l^cui^ be)ilndjl,,i,«(i Mt,„ toy « the wEnln. of ili* 

j?,iviu, me ^lerrer claimed that anp aitan caeabH etiHJih to bo walkliu the iirMi.l 

f; " .L'*:'- *' -»»i-oS. 

IS^cIqc^ j-I^Eonilfer It to ha aa act a.f deflenre. 
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A, * I tba laboar aad Uhanl darUBa. 
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iulb ctwfldaai b |Aa 
kwwhMb* ibaf aeca fba 
AttoJoa . DD.ptolad, thaf 

I eeed naff nattia back as baie^ 
ttp noctaafT of oiy villa 
-eprkbg dan orva^ vhara tba, 
ItoJ laaabanbb fn. ottaeh 
totilbatjaa^ 

'To dbeopfaga tbOH Mi aad 
m Bitochj HBie amoiv tka 
Aril a poatb laro obaDtlned 
kko dafaiiilr* .oataUiT af iba 
■bse, aod laataad idoptad aa 
•ggieaiiTf pouci d fbot 

fjj;aul|*. 


ua Ibid peitj^ Aor a^aoto 
b, tbo r%hi ofl tob fotritoi, 
re^iwaatf a doaar. naa fwtnui 
by tba bft. Tba vorklBg olaaa 
b tba BBtant onoaUtoepo, of 
rblba. aai faacb.* laob. 
oad mnblli. on laoo.patbb. 
Ornm oaf, brtab at ib* aapoan 
off toa aibei. Tlo ‘iaow* of 
tba fu i%kt b dao to dit 
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it 1 cndbli optliMk Ad 
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Jna the apace In which one 
I can derelofh 
fTTutough our acilfMM and 
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b^toooatojtatfte I Mr uportaaca eoaftoaUag tka 

A t^ut, pbytkaall, gp# 

potlUoaUf doea oat fiMobe mm 
aooilalba b ilabaoa; ratbar 
Iba toaona* .klb tke, ora 
daaUai itttb aa toag vlU aot 
Ibd Uva at aalbuitto. for 
karaariag aafbodg obau 
;* Ikf ouo* v# ora aot ovaro 
(hit too pplic, of 
•ppotoa.aat, tonlag tba oiler 
«baok„ booplag poaa kmmd down 
ate adaeoftod b, tba police, 
tome bft-wlag gcowfu poii 
Mtoartabta eb.aaia alUla 
Iba A^b aonaiall, gat 
p«f#d OBOb • apHtaotibr 
■occato, 

Tovar Oa.blJ bai toa blgieet 
iBlIo of raea aitaola le a 
oaaarr, vbara It b mrntimmM 
■k Oltaab Hwgrp aeer, JIJ 
mtmmtmm. It b Oal, b tlb 
ana of l a wd oa toat Ua 
MHffNW an allovad to lawaii 

sr*'iL « , 

oobcldBBoo. 

Jt b AFA>B rint taak to 
hllhlipt tob bUdoB ^Idonk 
ud toil am r«ir htb ca- 
MdUalo oa offHlIro f^maa. 
Vbib tt b eonalal, baa toat 
tot MHf/Hr mambera db v( 
iritlato all toa ottaokK racial 
l»ro4. b toe loflcal 
vaipb.aa| to a ptjibi pf 
(aroed tabitrtaUea. . Tka, 
iraue, t... as:; i«)t 

toca batoad aad ta» flobk». 
Tbali fiootkH b toot of ■ 
Itibtobf ooodKtot. Tloy an 
tot ciaaoaf f« oggr^tok. 

H tooald ha lodaFaloed Ikaf 
Ihln b kd tltti h.ft aa Ub 
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oDl plan oar graetaal aaant-^i 
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ibaiOk kot oa radol |b-- 
Mvan bbek ikd .hii, j 

f" “• —■luo. 



























Suggested Reading List On Fascism, Holocaust Revisionism 
And White Supremacist And Neo-Nazi Movements 


“AmeriMii Swaslifci”, by Charles Higham (New York: 
Doubicday, 19853* 

“AnUicinitism in CanacU: History and Inieiprciadon’\ 
by Alan Davies, editor (Watcrioo, Dnurio; Wilfrid Lau- 
rier Utiiversity Press, 1992). 

"Anncd and Duigerous; The Rise of the Sunivaiist 
Right", by Jamei Coaiea (New York: Hill & Wang, 
1987), 

‘"Auack onTerror'", by Don Whiiebud (New York: Funk 
and WagnaUs, 1970). 

‘‘Biticr HarvesL Cordon lUhJ and the Posse Comiiatus: 
Murder in the Heanismd", by James Cbrooren [New 
York: Viking. 1990), 

“Blood in the Face: The Ku Klui Klan. Aryan Nations, 
N'azi Skinheads, and ihe Rise of the New While Calmre", 
by James Ridgeway (NY i ThoDder's Mouth Press, 1991)* 

“Brotherhood of Murder", by Thomas Miitinej: with 
John Guinther(New York; McGraw-HiU, 1985). 

“Codeoiiine CREENKIL: The 1979 Grejeosboro Kill- 
mgs", by Elizibeth Wheaton (Athens, GA: The Uuiver- 
lity of Georgia Preii, 1987). 

"'ConfefsioQ of m Imperial KJansmin", by Lem A Dever 
(Portland, Oregon, 1924)* 

"The Coeversion of i Klansspaan", by Thomas Tarranti 
(Garden Gty, NY; Doubled*y, 1979). 

“Denying (he Holocaust: The Growing Auanlt on Truth 
and Memory”*by DeborahlipEtadt (New Yort:Thc Free 
Proa, 1993). 

“Economy aod Gass Stiuctore of Germin Fasdsm", by 
Alfred Sohn-Rfishd (Umdtwu England: CSE Books, 
1978)* 

“The Eurupean Right: A Kistoiical Profile", by Hans 
Rogger and Joseph Weber (Berkeley, CA: UniTersiiy of 
Califomia Press, 1965)* 

"Fascism", by Attn Casseli (Arirngton Heighu, IL; 
Harlan Davidioci, ke-, 1975). 

“Fascism and Big Business", by 1>amel Guerin (New 
York: Monad Presi, 1976 [1936]) 

“Fascism u « Mau Movenwir, by Mihaly Vajda (NY: 
Sl Martin*! Preai, 1976), 

“FasdsiD in DrnaJn: A History, 1918-1985", by Richard 
Thurlow (Cambridge, MA: Basil Blackwell* 19S6). 

“Fucism in the U,S,?: Current Debates on Faacsim" by 
Sojourner Truth Orgmizatiofi (Chicago, IL: STO, 1980). 

"Fascist Europe: IhcRise of Racism and Xenopbobia”, 
by Glyn Ford, ed- (Londoo* England: Plian Preai, 1992) 

“Faicisu and Conseivadves: The Radical Right and the 
Esiablishmcn in Twmiicih Cennuy Europe",by MtJim 
BLinkhoni (London, England: Allen & Unwin* 1991). 

“The Fiery Cross: The Ku Klui: KJan in America", by 
Wyo Ciiig Wade (Simon & Schuster, 19S7)* 


**Fighiing ihe KJan" by Sojourner Tmih QrganSzauon 
(Cbcago,E,:STO, 1931), 

■'Ha:*! Violence and White Supremacy: A Decade Re- 
vitir, 1930^1990”, by Souihcm Poverty Law Center 
KJa^waich Project (Southern Poverty Law Center 
Montgomery, AB, 19S9). 

"Haie on Trial: TheZundel Affair, the Media and Public 
Opcuon in Canada", by Gabriel Weimann and Conrad 
W’ioa (Oakville, Oatario: Mosaic Press, 1986). 

"Holocaust and the Neo-Nazi Mythomania", by Joseph 
BUtg, Georges Wellers, and Serge fGarsfeld (NY: The 
Beaic Klarefeld Foundation, 1978)* 

“Hooded Americanism", by Davidi Mark ChalmerE (New 
York; Franklin Watu, 1981)* 

"Hoods: The Story of the Ku Klui Klan" by Robert P, 
Ingtlh (Putnam* 1979) 

“The InvUible Empire", by William Harvey Fisher 
Q402xhta, NJ: Scarecrow^ Press, 1980). 

“The Invisible Empire: The Ku KJux KJan Impact on 
Hisioiy", by W^Uiim Loien Kate (Seattle: Open Hand 
PubUshing, 1986). 

"Ii God a Racist?: The Right Wing m Canada" by 
Stanley R. Barret: (Toronto, Oot.; University of Torento 
Press, 1957)- 

"Juttice Delayed: Nazi War Criminals in Canada", by 
David Males with Susan Charendofi (Toronto, Ontario: 
Summcihill Press, Ltd, 1987). 

“KlanwatdiT Bringing the Ku KJux fClan to Justice", by 
BiU Stanton (New York; Grove Weidenfdd, 1991). 

"Kervering the Klan; How the Press Gets Tricked into 
Booftmg the KKK*^ by Dean Calbreath ("Columbii 
Journalism Review”, March-April, 1981). 

“The KKK and the Southwest", by Ch&rlef Alexander 
(UtTversity of Keamefcy, 1966), 

"The Ku KJux Klan in the City: 1915-1930" by Kenneth 
Jackson (New York: Oxford Univenity Pttsa, 1967). 

“The Klan", by Patiy Simi (NY: Stem & Day, 1978). 

"Kn Khu Klam The leviiible Empire", by David Lowe 
(New York: W. W. Nonoa. 1967)* 

"Kd Klui Klas: lu Origin, Growth and Disbandment", 
by John C Lester (New York: AMS Press, 1971). 

"Kkisdestine", by Will jam Mcllhany (New Rochelle, 
NY; Artjngton House, 1975). 

"The Ku Klux Klan", by John Moffan (New York; 
Russel 1 & Russell, 1963). 

“The Ku Klux Klan", by WiUiam Pjeree Randal (Phila¬ 
delphia: Qulton Books, 1965)* 

“The Ku Klux Klan; America's Recurring Nightmare", 
by Fred T. Cook (New Yoik: Julian Messuer* 1980). 


“The Ku Klux Klan Mentality * A Threat in the 1980''i", 
by Anne Braden ("Fretdomwajs", Vol- 20, No. II, 
19S0). 

“Les skinheads et 1’extreme droitc", by Danie! Hubert 
and Yves Claude de laLigue des droits «tibertes (Moti'- 
treat, Quebec: VLB Ediieur, 1991)* 

“The Liberty Lobby and the American Right", by Frank 
Minlz (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1985). 

“Marie of the Beast", in “Southern Exposure" (Vo!* VIII, 
No. 2, Summer 1980). 

“Media Manyrdom," by R.Watson CHarpen", M^rdt 
1980). 

“My Utidereover Years with the Ku Klux KJan", By Gary 
Thomas Rowe (New York: Bantam Books, 1976). 

“The Nazi Legacy: Right-Wing Hxiremism in Postwar 
Gemiany", by Rand C. Lewis (New York: PmgtT, 
1991), 

"The Neo-Nazis: The Threat of the Hiller by Jeny 

Bomsteln (Englewood Qifft.NJ: Julian Measner, 1987). 

“The New Klan"^ by Roy Blount Jr* (“Parade", Aug. 
19B1). 

“Party of Fear", by David H* Bennett (ChapeJ Hill, NC: 
University of North Carolina, 1988). 

"A Season for Justice", by Morris Decs widi SteveFiffer 
(New York: Macmillan, 1991). 

“Shades ofRJgk: Nativjst md Fasem Politics mCanada, 
1920-1940', by Martin Robin CToronto, Ontario: Uni¬ 
versity of Toronto Press, 1992). 

“The Silent Brotherhood: Inside Amcria'i Raciit Un¬ 
derground", by Kevb Flynn and Gary Gerhaidt (New 
York: SlgDCt, 1989)* 

“Southern Exposure" by Stetaoa Kennedy (Doobleday, 
1946). 

“Spuitual Warfare: The Pol itics of the Chrititn Right", by 
Sara Ditmood (Montreal, Quebec: Black Rose Boots, 
1990). 

“The S wasilka And The Maple Leaf: Fascist Movementa 
in Canada in the Thirties" by Lite* Rote Bcicherman 
CToronto, Ontario: Hizhemy & Whiteside, 1975). 

“They DoqT All Wear Sheets: A Chronology of Radst 
and Fit Right Violence, 1980-1986" by Chrii Lutz (At¬ 
lanta, GA: (^terfof Democraitc Renewal, 1987). 

"The True Story of the Ku Klux Klan va. Organized 
Labour*', by Paul and Trisha McLennan with David 
Chambers (Atlanta, GA: Centre for Democratic Re¬ 
newal, 1985), 

“When Hate Groups Come to Town: A Handbook of 
Model Communiiy Responses", by Randall Williuni 
and Lyn WcUt. Atlanta, Ga.: CDR, 1986* 

“White Hoods: Canada's Ku Klux Klan", by Julian Sher 
(Vancouver, BC: New Star, 1963). 


